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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2261) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2261

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Rural ACO

Provider Equity Act of 2015°.

SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE ASSIGNMENT OF
BENEFICIARIES UNDER THE MEDI-
CARE SHARED SAVINGS PROGRAM.

Section 1899(c) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395jjj(c)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘utilization of primary”’
and inserting ‘‘utilization of—

‘(1) in the case of performance years begin-
ning on or after April 1, 2012, primary’’;

(2) in paragraph (1), as added by paragraph
(1) of this section, by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(2) in the case of performance years begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2018, services pro-
vided under this title by a Federally quali-
fied health center or rural health clinic (as
those terms are defined in section 1861(aa)),
as may be determined by the Secretary.”.

———

NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERV-
IST DEBT RELIEF EXTENSION
ACT OF 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4246, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4246) to exempt for an addi-
tional 4-year period, from the application of
the means-test presumption of abuse under
chapter 7, qualifying members of reserve
components of the Armed Forces and mem-
bers of the National Guard who, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are called to active duty or
to perform a homeland defense activity for
not less than 90 days.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4246) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

GLOBAL MAGNITSKY HUMAN
RIGHTS ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
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ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 174, S. 284.
The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 284) to impose sanctions with re-
spect to foreign persons responsible for gross
violations of internationally recognized
human rights, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment.

(Insert the part printed in italic.)

S. 284
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Global
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability
Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Financial Services
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’’ means a person that is not a United
States person.

(3) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’ means an
individual or entity.

(4) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The
‘“United States person’ means—

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to
the United States; or

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or of any jurisdiction
within the United States, including a foreign
branch of such an entity.

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF IMPOSITION OF
SANCTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may im-
pose the sanctions described in subsection (b)
with respect to any foreign person the Presi-
dent determines, based on credible evi-
dence—

(1) is responsible for extrajudicial killings,
torture, or other gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights com-
mitted against individuals in any foreign
country who seek—

(A) to expose illegal activity carried out by
government officials; or

(B) to obtain, exercise, defend, or promote
internationally recognized human rights and
freedoms, such as the freedoms of religion,
expression, association, and assembly, and
the rights to a fair trial and democratic elec-
tions;

(2) acted as an agent of or on behalf of a
foreign person in a matter relating to an ac-
tivity described in paragraph (1);

(3) is a government official, or a senior as-
sociate of such an official, that is responsible
for, or complicit in, ordering, controlling, or
otherwise directing, acts of significant cor-
ruption, including the expropriation of pri-
vate or public assets for personal gain, cor-
ruption related to government contracts or
the extraction of natural resources, bribery,
or the facilitation or transfer of the proceeds
of corruption to foreign jurisdictions; or

(4) has materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services in
support of, an activity described in para-
graph (3).
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(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

(1) INADMISSIBILITY TO UNITED STATES.—In
the case of a foreign person who is an indi-
vidual—

(A) ineligibility to receive a visa to enter
the United States or to be admitted to the
United States; or

(B) if the individual has been issued a visa
or other documentation, revocation, in ac-
cordance with section 221(i) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), of
the visa or other documentation.

(2) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The blocking, in accord-
ance with the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), of
all transactions in all property and interests
in property of a foreign person if such prop-
erty and interests in property are in the
United States, come within the United
States, or are or come within the possession
or control of a United States person.

(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY REQUIREMENT.—The requirements of
section 202 of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701) shall
not apply for purposes of this section.

(¢) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION
IN IMPOSING SANCTIONS.—In determining
whether to impose sanctions under sub-
section (a), the President shall consider—

(1) information provided by the chair-
person and ranking member of each of the
appropriate congressional committees; and

(2) credible information obtained by other
countries and nongovernmental organiza-
tions that monitor violations of human
rights.

(d) REQUESTS BY CHAIRPERSON AND RANKING
MEMBER OF APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL
COMMITTEES.—Not later than 120 days after
receiving a written request from the chair-
person and ranking member of one of the ap-
propriate congressional committees with re-
spect to whether a foreign person has en-
gaged in an activity described in subsection
(a), the President shall—

(1) determine if that person has engaged in
such an activity; and

(2) submit a report to the chairperson and
ranking member of that committee with re-
spect to that determination that includes—

(A) a statement of whether or not the
President imposed or intends to impose sanc-
tions with respect to the person; and

(B) if the President imposed or intends to
impose sanctions, a description of those
sanctions.

(e) WAIVER FOR NATIONAL SECURITY INTER-
ESTS.—The President may waive the applica-
tion of sanctions under this section with re-
spect to a person if the President—

(1) determines that such a waiver is in the
national security interests of the United
States; and

(2) before granting the waiver, submits to
the appropriate congressional committees
notice of, and a justification for, the waiver.

(f) EXCEPTION To COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Sanc-
tions under subsection (b)(1) shall not apply
to an individual if admitting the individual
into the United States is necessary to permit
the United States to comply with the Agree-
ment regarding the Headquarters of the
United Nations, signed at Lake Success June
26, 1947, and entered into force November 21,
1947, between the United Nations and the
United States, or other applicable inter-
national obligations of the United States.

(g) ENFORCEMENT OF BLOCKING OF PROP-
ERTY.—A person that violates, attempts to
violate, conspires to violate, or causes a vio-
lation of subsection (b)(2) or any regulation,
license, or order issued to carry out sub-
section (b)(2) shall be subject to the pen-
alties set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of
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section 206 of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the
same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that
section.

(h) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under this section with respect to a
person if the President determines and re-
ports to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees not later than 15 days before the ter-
mination of the sanctions that—

(1) credible information exists that the per-
son did not engage in the activity for which
sanctions were imposed;

(2) the person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity for which sanctions
were imposed; or

(3) the person has credibly demonstrated a
significant change in behavior, has paid an
appropriate consequence for the activity for
which sanctions were imposed, and has
credibly committed to not engage in an ac-
tivity described in subsection (a) in the fu-
ture.

(i) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The President
shall issue such regulations, licenses, and or-
ders as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

(j) IDENTIFICATION OF SANCTIONABLE FOREIGN
PERSONS.—The Assistant Secretary of State for
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, in con-
sultation with the Assistant Secretary of State
for Consular Affairs and other bureaus of the
Department of State, as appropriate, is author-
ized to submit to the Secretary of State, for re-
view and consideration, the names of foreign
persons who may meet the criteria described in
subsection (a).

SEC. 4. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the President shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report that includes—

(1) a list of each foreign person with re-
spect to which the President imposed sanc-
tions pursuant to section 3 during the year
preceding the submission of the report;

(2) a description of the type of sanctions
imposed with respect to each such person;

(3) the number of foreign persons with re-
spect to which the President—

(A) imposed sanctions under section 3(a)
during that year; and

(B) terminated sanctions under section 3(h)
during that year;

(4) the dates on which such sanctions were
imposed or terminated, as the case may be;

(5) the reasons for imposing or terminating
such sanctions; and

(6) a description of the efforts of the Presi-
dent to encourage the governments of other
countries to impose sanctions that are simi-
lar to the sanctions authorized by section 3.
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(b) FORM OF REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The report required by
subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified
annex.

(2) EXCEPTION.—The name of a foreign per-
son to be included in the list required by sub-
section (a)(1) may be submitted in the classi-
fied annex authorized by paragraph (1) only
if the President—

(A) determines that it is vital for the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to do so;

(B) uses the annex in a manner consistent
with congressional intent and the purposes
of this Act; and

(C) not later than 15 days before submit-
ting the name in a classified annex, provides
to the appropriate congressional committees
notice of, and a justification for, including
the name in the classified annex despite any
publicly available credible information indi-
cating that the person engaged in an activity
described in section 3(a).

(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The unclassified portion
of the report required by subsection (a) shall
be made available to the public, including
through publication in the Federal Register.

(2) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO  VISA
RECORDS.—The President shall publish the
list required by subsection (a)(1) without re-
gard to the requirements of section 222(f) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1202(f)) with respect to confidentiality
of records pertaining to the issuance or re-
fusal of visas or permits to enter the United
States.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be with-
drawn; that the Cardin amendment
which is at the desk be agreed to; that
the bill, as amended, be read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
was withdrawn.

The amendment (No. 2937) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)

The bill (S. 284), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

December 17, 2015

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER
18, 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Friday, Decem-
ber 18; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at T7:17 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
December 18, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.

———

DISCHARGED NOMINATIONS

The Senate Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs was
discharged from further consideration
of the following nominations by unani-
mous consent and the nominations
were confirmed:

ROBERT A. SALERNO, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS.

DARLENE MICHELE SOLTYS, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM
OF FIFTEEN YEARS.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate December 17, 2015:
THE JUDICIARY

ROBERT A. SALERNO, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS.

DARLENE MICHELE SOLTYS, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM
OF FIFTEEN YEARS.
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