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or any kinds of outdoor activities could 
be so devastated and yet would be left 
without the resources, simply because 
they didn’t meet a population density 
number. To me, we need to address this 
because these communities are inte-
gral parts of our larger United States 
and the economic stability of many of 
our States. 

We want to continue to make these 
improvements in our system. As I said, 
the chairwoman of the Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee allowed sev-
eral hearings to take place, and we 
want to continue the efforts in working 
with our colleagues to make sure that 
we are moving forward on this issue in 
providing all the resources that we can. 

I wish to address one issue, and that 
is that we are not going to get this 
overall solution by simply clearcutting 
large swaths of land in which we 
haven’t made the right assessments. I 
say that because we have had so many 
issues in the State of Washington 
where dangerous erosion has taken 
place in those circumstances, but it is 
clear that we all agree that massive 
fuel reduction does need to take place. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleague on that because there are 
many ways in which we can prevent 
and fight our national wildland fires. I 
look forward to working with Senator 
MURKOWSKI, and I thank her for getting 
us real money—a 50-percent increase— 
that doesn’t require another declara-
tion, doesn’t require a future event. It 
is there, and we can start using it. 
Let’s go to work with our colleagues in 
defining how we do hazardous fuel re-
duction in the most aggressive way 
possible, giving our communities bet-
ter tools to fight these fires in the fu-
ture, and working to make sure that 
we have the best equipment and the 
best resources for those individuals 
who are fighting those fires. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 

want to thank the Senator from Wash-
ington for not only her comments here 
this evening but for her leadership and 
guidance in this area. When your State 
is hard hit by these disasters, you learn 
a lot. You learn a lot about what works 
in the process and, unfortunately, what 
doesn’t work. When you cannot get a 
cat to run a fire break because it 
doesn’t have the appropriate card or 
designation, people come to us and say: 
Well, that is crazy. And you have to 
agree; it is crazy. We can do better. 
When we are talking about the issue of 
wildland fire and management, it is 
this management piece that I really 
hope we can get to, because it is not 
just about throwing more money at the 
fires and hoping that we get it right. It 
is not only about ensuring that we 
prioritize and get it right with suppres-
sion dollars, but also that we are work-
ing aggressively to deal with the pre-
vention, with hazardous fuels reduc-
tion, with actively managing these 
issues. That is how we are going to be 

making the headway. That is where we 
need to be working collaboratively, 
whether you are from a very open, re-
mote, and large State such as Alaska 
or whether you are a State that sees 
smaller fires that have a catastrophic 
impact on your local economies. I 
know that Senator CANTWELL has ar-
ticulated that very, very clearly within 
the committee. 

We have our work cut out in front of 
us. I worked on a statement that in-
cluded no shortage of fire puns and 
needing to put a damper on this 10- 
alarm fire that was out there, but I de-
cided that the issue of fire was not a 
joke or a laughing matter for anybody. 

We have a lot of work to do, and I am 
ready to do it. I am rolling up my 
sleeves and looking forward to a lot of 
cooperation from my colleagues as we 
address this very important priority. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 

f 

MAKING FURTHER CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2016 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 78, which was re-
ceived from the House; that the joint 
resolution be read a third time and the 
Senate vote on passage of the resolu-
tion with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 78) making 

further continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2016, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a 
third reading and was read the third 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the joint resolution? 

If not, the joint resolution having 
been read the third time, the question 
is, Shall the joint resolution pass? 

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 78) 
was passed. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SIGNING AUTHORITY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the major-
ity leader be authorized to sign duly 
enrolled bills or joint resolutions on 
Wednesday, December 16. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TILLIS). The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NEW ZEALAND 
AMBASSADOR MICHAEL MOORE 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, my 
friend Chairman HATCH and I rise today 
to offer our sincere gratitude to Am-
bassador Michael Moore of New Zea-
land who is returning to his home 
country after more than 5 years here in 
Washington and a long, successful ca-
reer as a beloved public servant. 

With roots as a union organizer, he 
rose to become Prime Minister of New 
Zealand and later served as a Director- 
General of the World Trade Organiza-
tion. He dedicated much of his career 
to the belief that freer trade can help 
address some of the most intractable 
challenges facing impoverished people 
around the globe. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am 
happy to join my friend and Finance 
Committee colleague in expressing our 
gratitude to Ambassador Moore. Here 
in Washington, he witnessed the pas-
sage of three trade agreements, as well 
as historic trade legislation earlier this 
year that reflects many of the values 
he fought to instill in global trade pol-
icy. Ambassador Moore was always 
there with advice and good counsel as 
we navigated difficult waters, and his 
irrepressible spirit and good humor will 
be sorely missed. 

Mr. WYDEN. As they say in New Zea-
land, ‘‘He tangeta, he tangeta, he 
tangeta,’’ which translated from the 
Maori language roughly means, ‘‘peo-
ple are the most important thing.’’ 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATING THE WILDY 
FAMILY 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to congratulate the Wildy fam-
ily for being named the 2015 Arkansas 
Farm Family of the Year. 

This honor recognizes the dedication 
of Wildy Family Farms and David and 
Patty Wildy to Arkansas’s No. 1 indus-
try. 

The Wildy family settled in Mis-
sissippi County in 1914 and has been on 
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the same farm since 1938. David has de-
voted his life to farming, spending his 
childhood on the farm, and his passion 
has been passed down to his children. 
Wildy Family Farms is a fifth-genera-
tion farm. His father and grandfather 
both earned the Arkansas Master Farm 
Family award. Being named the Arkan-
sas Farm Family of the Year has been 
a longtime dream for David. 

David and Patty oversee 9,200 acres 
of land where they grow soybeans, cot-
ton, wheat, milo, and peanuts. The 
Wildys are committed to being good 
stewards of the environment. Energy 
and water conservation play a major 
role in the business. Using a private en-
vironmental audit process to protect 
the condition of the land, Wildy Fam-
ily Farms is able to meet and improve 
its conservation goals and the stand-
ards established for environmentally 
responsible practices. 

David is a leader in Arkansas agri-
culture. He served as a member of the 
Mississippi County Farm Bureau board 
of directors for 7 years, presiding as 
president in 1986. In addition, he served 
on the Arkansas Agriculture Depart-
ment board from 2005–2010 and is a 
member of the St. Francis Levee Dis-
trict board of directors, the University 
of Arkansas Agriculture Development 
Council, and several other boards and 
associations. 

The Arkansas Farm Bureau’s Farm 
Family of the Year program honors 
farm families across the State for their 
outstanding work both on their farms 
and in their communities. This rec-
ognition is a reflection of the contribu-
tion to agriculture at the community 
and State level and its implications for 
improved farm practices and manage-
ment. The Wildy family is well deserv-
ing of this honor. 

I congratulate David and Patty as 
well as other partners, which includes 
their sons and daughters Justin and 
Kristi Wildy, Tab and Taylor Wildy, 
Hayley Wildy and Paul and Bethany 
Harris, on their outstanding achieve-
ments in agriculture and ask my fellow 
colleagues to join me in honoring them 
for this accomplishment. I wish them 
continued success in the Farmer of the 
Year program and look forward to the 
contributions they will continue to 
offer Arkansas agriculture.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEFF SAYER 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, my col-
league Senator JIM RISCH joins me 
today in expressing our gratitude to 
Jeff Sayer, a great Idahoan and public 
servant. We honor Jeff’s contributions 
over the past few years as he transi-
tions from State service. 

Jeff Sayer has served honorably as 
the State of Idaho director of the De-
partment of Commerce since October 
2011. During his 4 years of service at 
the Department of Commerce, Jeff ac-
complished many important objectives. 
They include the reorganization of the 
department, making it leaner and more 
responsive to business. Jeff likes to say 

that he wants a department that 
‘‘moves at the speed of business,’’ and 
he was successful in meeting that goal. 
Jeff launched the Idaho Global Entre-
preneurial Mission and established the 
Idaho Opportunity Fund, as well as 
Idaho’s Tax Reimbursement Incentive 
that resulted in 4,047 new jobs, $496 
million in new capital investments, 
$1.65 billion in total wages, and $288 
million in new State revenue. These 
are just some of the impressive accom-
plishments of the Department of Com-
merce under the direction of Jeff 
Sayer. 

Jeff’s leadership of the Governor’s 
Leadership in Nuclear Energy, or 
LINE, Commission is equally impor-
tant. Jeff started this commission, led 
it through a complete review of the 
State’s role in supporting nuclear en-
ergy and Idaho National Laboratory, 
and oversaw the completion of a final 
report that is still helping guide pol-
icymakers in Idaho and Washington, 
DC. 

While we congratulate Jeff on being 
presented with an outstanding oppor-
tunity to return to the private sector, 
we are saddened to be losing his leader-
ship and talents in State government. 
We wish Jeff and his wife, Laurel, well 
in their new endeavor and look forward 
to still leaning on Jeff for guidance and 
wisdom on a frequent basis.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:06 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following joint resolutions, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.J. Res. 76. Joint resolution appointing 
the day for the convening of the second ses-
sion of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress. 

H.J. Res. 78. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2016, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 102. Concurrent resolution 
providing for a joint session of Congress to 
receive a message from the President. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 2:09 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 2270. An act to redesignate the 
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge, located 
in the State of Washington, as the Billy 
Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife Ref-
uge, to establish the Medicine Creek Treaty 
National Memorial within the wildlife ref-
uge, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the Acting President pro 
tempore (Mr. MCCONNELL). 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 6:37 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.J. Res. 78. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2016, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled joint resolution was 
subsequently signed by the Acting 
President pro tempore (Mr. MCCON-
NELL). 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 

on Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment: 

S. 329. A bill to amend the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act to designate certain segments of 
the Farmington River and Salmon Brook in 
the State of Connecticut as components of 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 114–182). 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute and 
an amendment to the title: 

S. 556. A bill to protect and enhance oppor-
tunities for recreational hunting, fishing, 
and shooting, and for other purposes (Rept. 
No. 114–183). 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 782. A bill to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to establish a bison management 
plan for Grand Canyon National Park (Rept. 
No. 114–184). 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 1583. A bill to authorize the expansion of 
an existing hydroelectric project (Rept. No. 
114–185). 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 1592. A bill to clarify the description of 
certain Federal land under the Northern Ari-
zona Land Exchange and Verde River Basin 
Partnership Act of 2005 to include additional 
land in the Kaibab National Forest (Rept. 
No. 114–186). 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 1694. A bill to amend Public Law 103–434 
to authorize Phase III of the Yakima River 
Basin Water Enhancement Project for the 
purposes of improving water management in 
the Yakima River basin, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 114–187). 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 
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