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have seen that once we put these pro-
tective orders in place against these
unfairly traded imports, these coun-
tries continue to illegally enter our
country through illegal transshipments
to other countries or through re-
labeling these products.

I think we have an opportunity to
move forward on something that is
really important to help protect work-
ers to ensure that we can closely exam-
ine these schemes and stop them.

This effort, by the way, is backed by
the National Association of Manufac-
turers, the American Iron and Steel In-
stitute, and the United Steelworkers.
They have a common cause because
they understand that it is so critical
that we ensure that our workers get a
fair shake.

I got an email last week from work-
ers at Pennex Aluminum in Leetonia,
OH, in the Mahoning Valley. They have
78 workers at their facility, and they
won an important case against alu-
minum extrusions from China. The
email said that this relief really helped
us.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent for 1 additional minute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. PORTMAN. These workers said:
Senator PORTMAN, ‘‘this relief enabled
our company to compete once again on
a fair and level playing field.” That is
the relief we helped to provide by en-
forcing our laws against this product
coming in.

They then said:

As a result, we recently completed an in-
vestment of $38 million to expand our facil-
ity in Leetonia and create significant new
jobs. Our great concern is that this trade re-
lief is now at risk due to the efforts by Chi-
nese producers to avoid paying duties by,
among other schemes, manipulating the
alloy content of their extruded aluminum
products and shipping their products under a
different name.

In other words, they were getting
around the protections that are in
place by simply relabeling the product.
Again, this also happens by going
around to other countries. That is why
the ENFORCE Act is so important.
Those 78 workers at Pennex Aluminum
know it is important, and they know
this legislation will help them to be
able to get a fair shake.

Finally, I wish to thank the members
of the conference committee on the
customs bill for putting our BDS lan-
guage into this legislation. It will help
to avoid boycotts and divestment in
sanctions of Israel. This is a way that
some countries around the world are
trying to delegitimize Israel. It is
something that is important for us to
take a stand on as a Congress, and we
do that in this Customs legislation.

So again, I think there is some good
legislation we can pass here in the next
week or so in the Senate. I hope we will
do it.

I thank the Presiding Officer for giv-
ing me the time tonight. We need to
continue to stand up for our families,
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our students, and our workers and en-
sure that, indeed, we do give the people
we represent a fair shake.

I yield back my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

HONORING INDIANA SERVICEMEM-
BERS AND ALL AMERICANS WHO
SERVED IN VIETNAM

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the service and sacrifice
of Indiana servicemembers and their
families and of all Americans who
served during the Vietnam war, as this
yvear marks the 40th anniversary of the
end of that war.

Here is picture from the Indiana His-
torical Society of some of the amazing
Americans who served during that
time. Tens of thousands of Hoosiers
bravely answered the call when they
volunteered or were drafted to serve in
Vietnam in almost every single capac-
ity you could think of.

Bravely, and sadly, 1,243 Hoosier sol-
diers gave their lives in service to our
country in Vietnam. In Vietnam, our
vets endured 100-plus degree heat, mon-
soon rains, snake-infested rice paddy
fields, staggering conditions, and in-
credibly dangerous situations.

Our servicemembers would rather
have been at home in Terre Haute,
Richmond, Indy, Evansville or Fort
Wayne, but they served because they
loved our country and they answered
when our Nation called them, and their
answer was: Count on me.

At the end of the war, many of our
Vietnam vets didn’t receive the wel-
come home or the recognition they de-
served. Not all received huge hugs
when they hit the tarmac back in
America, but our Vietnam vets are he-
roes just like those who stormed the
beaches in Normandy, trudged through
frozen rivers in Korea, and went
through the deserts of Iraq and the
mountains of Afghanistan. Our Viet-
nam vets deserve to be held—and are
held—in the same high regard as those
who fought in World War I, World War
II, Korea, Afghanistan, and Iraq. Our
Vietnam vets are part of the seamless
fabric that has saved our country and
made it such a blessed place.

Today, our Vietnam vets get amazing
receptions everywhere they go. In my
home State of Indiana, a town in
northern Indiana, LaPorte, IN, in
LaPorte County, has their big parade
every year on July 4. The streets are
filled—>5, 6, 7, 8 people deep for 22 miles
long—and every year the parade is led
off by the Vietnam veterans of LaPorte
County, and it happens all over our
State. When the parade starts off, ev-
eryone gets out of their chairs and
stands up—even those who have chal-
lenges and have difficulties—to ap-
plaud our men and women who were in
Vietnam, and for 22 miles they get an
amazing standing applause the entire
way. These vets are our parents, our
brothers and sisters, our aunts and un-
cles, our grandparents, friends, neigh-
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bors, and the folks who are sitting next
to us in church on Sunday.

Our Vietnam veterans support and
lead our communities as public serv-
ants, teachers, lawyers, nurses, busi-
ness owners, factory workers, and
bankers. Just about anything you can
imagine—that is what our Vietnam
vets are doing to make our country a
greater place. They are a generation of
veterans who have taught us about
love of country and service, and they
deserve to be honored for their selfless-
ness and sacrifice.

Today, Indiana is home to nearly
150,000 Vietnam war veterans. We have
a responsibility to provide them with
the benefits and support they have
earned and to show them the same
commitment they demonstrated while
they fought to protect us and our free-
doms more than 4 decades ago.

We must ensure our veterans have
access to timely and quality care at
local VAs across our State and coun-
try, and that this care is delivered in a
way that meets their needs. Expanding
access to health care for our Hoosier
vets has been and will continue to be a
constant top priority of mine.

We recently broke ground in St. Jo-
seph County, IN, on the new St. Joseph
County Health Care Center. It will
mean that many of our local vets in
northern Indiana will be just a short
ride away from the health services
they have worked so hard to earn and
receive.

We must continue to expand options
for care, for example, through the Vet-
erans Choice Program, which is bipar-
tisan legislation that is now law. Pro-
visions from our bipartisan service-
member and veteran mental health
care package were signed into law re-
cently as part of the national defense
bill.

We are working every day to try to
make sure our veterans have the
chance to receive good physical health
care and good mental health care and
that we stand next to them and with
them every step of the way. Our bipar-
tisan Community Provider Readiness
Recognition Act was included, and it
helps connect Hoosier servicemembers
and vets with local providers who can
deal with the unique challenges that
folks who were in our military face.

The demand for care among our vets
has never been greater and our obliga-
tion to them has never been greater. In
recognition of their service and sac-
rifice, we must deliver on our promise
to care for all veterans long after their
last day in uniform.

I have another picture here from the
Indiana Historical Society. This is an-
other group of our young soldiers.
When they went off, as I said earlier,
they didn’t complain and didn’t make
excuses, and when our Nation called, as
I said before, they said: Count on me.

We must keep the promises we made
to our vets. We must keep those prom-
ises for their entire lives. Our Vietnam
vets and their families made incredible
sacrifices. We can do a better job of
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giving them the recognition and sup-
port they deserve. We must do so
through words and action. In our ev-
eryday daily lives let us remember
those who have sacrificed so much to
defend our Nation and our freedom. Let
us preserve their legacy and follow
their example of service to others.

When you see someone wearing a ball
cap that says Vietnam vet, World War
IT vet, Korean vet, Iraq or Afghanistan
vet, say thanks. My guess is they will
say: Thank you; I was just doing my
job. But they were doing so much more
than just their job. They were pro-
tecting our Nation and making sure
that our children and our children’s
children had a chance to grow up in
this most blessed of all places.

God bless every American and Hoo-
sier veteran who served in Vietnam.
God bless their families. God bless In-
diana, and God bless America.

I yield back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
thank the Senator from Indiana for his
great remarks. I thank him for making
them today.

————
PUERTO RICO

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
come to the floor tonight to discuss
Puerto Rico, a territory of the United
States since 1898. Millions of residents
have been citizens since 1917, nearly 100
years. This community of 3.5 million
people is facing economic, fiscal, and
liquidity problems. What are we doing
about it here in Congress? We are not
doing anything. That needs to change,
and it needs to change now.

We spent 10 years watching Puerto
Rico suffer through a recession. We
spent months here in Congress dis-
cussing what to do. There have been a
lot of ideas—some popular, some con-
troversial. I can say that, as the rank-
ing member on the Energy Committee,
I have heard many ideas, but now is
the time to act.

We need to allow Puerto Rico to re-
structure. That is, we need to give
them the same opportunities that we
gave to average American citizens and
municipalities to restructure their
debt—the same that we gave to Wall
Street when they were in a financial
crisis, the same brink that we were al-
most on when we had our own eco-
nomic problems. Yet there are some
here in the halls of Congress who would
rather listen to hedge funds and make
sure they are prioritized in a debt re-
structuring than actually putting in
place debt restructuring.

I propose a two-part, no-cost ap-
proach that will be most effective and
least controversial to help us out of
this situation.

The Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, which has jurisdiction over
territories, has heard from experts
from the Department of Treasury and
other government officials about how
dire this situation is now. Just yester-
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day, a group of six CEOs sent a letter
to congressional leaders urging swift
legislative action on the Puerto Rico
situation.

I can tell my colleagues the whole
issue of what to do about Puerto Rico
in the long term has many divergent
views, but all those divergent views in
Puerto Rico are singing the same tune
right now: Restructure before January
1 or they will face serious issues of de-
fault. Why do we care? We care because
the U.S. Government will have an im-
pact of between $1 billion and $2 billion
of more service demands if we do not
allow them to restructure.

This year, the government and elec-
tric utilities failed to make their pay-
ments. Government workers are being
cut to three days a week. Patients are
now waiting months for medical care.
Hospitals are going bankrupt. And the
health care industry is threatened by a
complete collapse. Forty-five percent
of the population is living in poverty—
including 58 percent of them who are
children—and the unemployment rate
is stuck at 12.2 percent, more than dou-
ble the highest State’s unemployment
rate.

So what does it cost us to act here in
the United States? It costs the U.S.
taxpayers zero. It costs us zero because
if we think about it, this is about debt
restructuring. This about setting up a
process which they are denied just be-
cause Puerto Rico is a territory; they
cannot get the relief of restructuring.
They tried. They tried to pass their
own bankruptcy law. They tried, and
then basically were told that it didn’t
meet a Federal standard.

They are not like a municipality that
has this authority. They are a terri-
tory. They are our territory. If we want
them to restructure successfully and
keep more debt from coming to the
shores of the United States because
of—I would say that we have had a
huge increase in population. So the
cost of inaction is this acceleration of
the Puerto Rico population coming to
the United States. In 2014, we see that
the number jumped to almost 70,000
people in one year. The net migration
has been more than 500 percent in the
last 10 years.

If we do nothing in the next week and
don’t act on this problem, more migra-
tion of Puerto Ricans is going to come
to the United States. When they come,
what will happen? They will be de-
manding more services, such as Head
Start, SNAP, unemployment insur-
ance, and Pell Grants. So default
equals more Federal spending.

The notion that my colleagues think
that somehow this inaction is the way
out of this equation—they are just add-
ing more responsibility to the U.S. tax-
payer. Why? Is it because they want to
protect hedge funds in a bankruptcy
process? Do they want to decide in the
Halls of the U.S. Congress who gets in
line first and who gets paid?

I will remind my colleagues, particu-
larly since the Presiding Officer knows
the Deepwater Horizon issue very well,
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we did not make decisions here in the
U.S. Congress—in the Senate and in
the House of Representatives—as to
who would get paid in the Deepwater
accident implosion. We appointed a re-
ceiver. They made the tough decisions.
When it came to Detroit’s bankruptcy,
we did not make the decision.

I guarantee my colleagues that of 100
Members of the U.S. Senate, there are
probably 100 opinions in both of those
cases as to how we thought each of
those payments or restructurings
should be done. But we are not the ex-
perts, and just because we have an
opinion about what we would like to
see Puerto Rico do doesn’t mean we
should be writing that into legislation
and prejudging what should be an offi-
cial, legal process of restructuring debt
that we need to give Puerto Rico the
authority to have.

This is what newspapers across the
United States are saying, including the
Los Angeles Times, the Miami Herald,
the Boston Globe, the New York Times,
and others: Give Puerto Rico the abil-
ity to restructure their debt.

So why are people here failing to
take up this mantle? People have been
arguing for months about different
ideas. Some of our colleagues want to
increase the Medicaid reimbursement
rate. Some of our colleagues want to
have an EITC increase. Some of our
colleagues want Puerto Rico to do
away with their pensions before they
go into a bankruptcy structure. Those
are all political opinions by individuals
that one could say are worth debate.

Now we are at the point of default.
Just as we need to make decisions be-
fore January 1, our colleagues are now
trying to say that we can continue to
discuss this issue. We don’t have time
to continue to discuss this issue. We
have next week, and, as a member of
the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee that oversees territories, I
feel it is our responsibility to propose a
policy and get it in place so that we
can find some resolution of this issue.

I think this two-part fix about mak-
ing sure there is the ability to restruc-
ture and a council to oversee it in co-
ordination with Treasury is the best we
can do at this point in time to save the
U.S. Government from further costs
and to give relief to Puerto Rico.

The notion that people here in the
U.S. House of Representatives or the
U.S. Senate are trying to protect hedge
funds so that they can maximize their
return is despicable. It is despicable.
The notion that somebody is trying to
protect these fundamental questions
that need to be decided in a formal
process of bankruptcy or reform, as we
are calling it within the territory, is
the fair and even process that should
take place without prejudice.

We are going to, as a body, have a
very robust discussion, I guarantee my
colleagues, for years and years and
years to come about what the United
States is going to do about the terri-
tory of Puerto Rico. Let’s at least give
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