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PORTMAN, Mr. KING, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr.
LANKFORD) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 69

Whereas it is a human right for all peoples
to enjoy the fundamental freedom of reli-
gion, and the United States remains com-
mitted to promoting and protecting those
that have been marginalized and persecuted
because of their faith;

Whereas Article 18 of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights recognizes that
‘“‘everyone has the right to freedom of
thought, conscience, and religion; this right
includes freedom to change his religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in com-
munity with others and in public or private,
to manifest his religion or belief in teaching,
practice, worship, and observance’’;

Whereas the freedom to worship by minor-
ity religious communities worldwide has
come under repeated and deadly attack, and
often religious minorities are regarded as en-
emies of the state;

Whereas the freedom to proselytize by mi-
nority religious communities has also come
under repeated and deadly attack in recent
years through so-called blasphemy laws and
anti-conversion laws that are punishable by
fines, imprisonment, and death;

Whereas, on November 1, 2010, the deadliest
ever recorded attack on Iraqi Christians oc-
curred at the Sayidat al-Nejat Catholic Ca-
thedral located in central Baghdad, where
militants stormed the church and detonated
2 suicide vests filled with ball bearings, kill-
ing 58, including 2 priests, and wounding 78
parishioners;

Whereas, in November 2010, Aasia Bibi, a
Christian mother of five, was fined $1,100 and
sentenced to death by hanging for blas-
phemy, becoming the first woman con-
demned to death on blasphemy charges in
Pakistan, and remains jailed today appeal-
ing her sentence;

Whereas, on December 29, 2011, the Shia re-
ligious leader Tajul Muluk’s Islamic board-
ing school in Madura Island, Indonesia was
burned down in an arson attack by 300 anti-
Shi’ite protestors, causing 500 Shia residents
to flee from their homes, and on January 1,
2012, the Indonesian Ulema Council issued a
fatwa against his teachings, leading to blas-
phemy charges and the arrest of Muluk on
April 12, 2012, in Sampang, where he remains
in prison;

Whereas, on July 28, 2012, Saeed Abedini, a
Christian pastor with dual Iranian and
United States citizenship, was arrested on
charges solely based on his Christian faith,
convicted, and sentenced to eight years in a
brutal Iranian prison where he remains
today;

Whereas, on October 17, 2013, 10 bombs ex-
ploded in the minority Shi’ite districts of
Baghdad, killing 44 people, including 6 chil-
dren, and on that same day a suicide bomber
drove into a village in the northern province
of Ninebeh, Kkilling 15 Shabaks, who are
mainly Shi’ites and are viewed as apostates
by extreme Sunni Islamists;

Whereas, on November 16, 2013, Zhang
Shaojie, a member of Three-Self church and
pastor of the government-sanctioned Nanle
County Christian Church, China, was ar-
rested, fined $16,000, and given a 12 year pris-
on sentence for ‘‘gathering a crowd to dis-
rupt the public order,” in what is believed to
be retaliation for his advocacy on behalf of
his congregation and community;

Whereas, on May 15, 2014, a Sudanese Chris-
tian woman, Meriam Ibrahim, was impris-
oned and sentenced to death by hanging for
allegedly committing apostasy from Islam
and faced constant pressure to renounce her
faith of Christianity while in prison, and
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only after immediate and sustained pressure
by the United States Senate and the Depart-
ment of State was she released and allowed
to leave the country, settling in New Hamp-
shire with her husband and two children;

Whereas, on November 10, 2014, a young
Christian Pakistani couple, Shama Bibi and
Sajjad Maseeh, who was four months preg-
nant with her fifth child, were brutally beat-
en by a mob in Punjab Province, had their
legs broken so they could not flee, and were
locked in a brick kiln to burn to death while
a crowd of 1,200 watched for alleged blas-
phemy of the desecration of a Koran;

Whereas, since 2010, the Nigerian terrorist
organization Boko Haram, which translates
to ‘“‘western education is a sin,” has de-
stroyed more than 1,000 churches across Ni-
geria, abducted hundreds of Christians to
forcibly convert to Islam, and in increas-
ingly violent attacks beginning in 2014, has
killed more than 1,700 Christians;

Whereas, according to the United States
Commission on International Religious Free-
dom, over 15,000 people in North Korea are
presently incarcerated in prison labor camps
for attempting to practice their religion and
face constant abuse in attempts to force
them to renounce their faith;

Whereas, since the beginning of its reign of
terror, ISIL has sought to destroy any per-
son of faith that does not embrace their own
perverted interpretation of Islam, leading to
the destruction of Jonah’s tomb in Mosul,
the destruction of Sunni shrines and
mosques in Ninevah, the destruction of
Christian churches in Syria, and the slaugh-
ter of anyone who resists their teachings;
and

Whereas seven Indian states have so-called
‘“‘anti-conversion’ apostasy laws that require
officials to assess the legality of conversions,
and fine and/or imprison those responsible
for the conversions if it is determined to be
illegal: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) remains committed to protecting the
human right and the fundamental freedom of
religion, especially those of religious minori-
ties;

(2) recognizes that government policies
prohibiting the freedom of thought and reli-
gion are designed to harass and intimidate
religious groups; and

(3) urges in the strongest terms that the
United States Government lead the inter-
national effort in calling for the repeal of all
existing apostasy and blasphemy laws.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 70—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 2015 AS ‘“‘NA-
TIONAL CARBON MONOXIDE POI-
SONING AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 70

Whereas carbon monoxide is an odorless,
colorless gas that is produced whenever any
fuel, such as natural gas, propane, gasoline,
oil, kerosene, wood, or charcoal, is burned;

Whereas devices that produce carbon mon-
oxide include cars, boats, gasoline engines,
stoves, and heating systems, and carbon
monoxide produced from these sources can
build up in enclosed or semi-enclosed spaces;

Whereas carbon monoxide is often referred
to as the ‘‘silent killer” because it is color-
less, odorless, tasteless, and nonirritating,
and ignoring early stages of carbon mon-
oxide poisoning may cause unconsciousness
and continual exposure to danger;

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, each year in
the United States, carbon monoxide poi-
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soning Kkills more than 400 individuals and
sends approximately 20,000 individuals to
emergency rooms;

Whereas when people breathe in carbon
monoxide, the poisonous gas enters the
bloodstream and prevents adequate intake of
oxygen, which can damage tissues and result
in death;

Whereas given their common preexisting
medical conditions, individuals older than
age 65 are particularly vulnerable to carbon
monoxide poisoning;

Whereas for most individuals who suffer
from carbon monoxide poisoning, the early
signs of exposure to low concentrations of
carbon monoxide include mild headaches and
breathlessness upon moderate exercise;

Whereas sustained or increased exposure to
carbon monoxide can lead to flu-like symp-
toms, including severe headaches, dizziness,
tiredness, nausea, confusion, irritability, and
impaired judgment, memory, and coordina-
tion;

Whereas breathing in low concentrations
of carbon monoxide can cause long-term
health damage, even after exposure to the
gas ends;

Whereas most cases of carbon monoxide ex-
posure occur during the winter months of
December, January, and February when oil
and gas heaters are more heavily in use;

Whereas on January 17, 2009, Amanda J.
Hansen, a junior and member of the swim
team at West Seneca West High School, in
West Seneca, New York, passed away from
carbon monoxide poisoning while sleeping
near a faulty basement boiler during a
sleepover party;

Whereas Amanda J. Hansen loved Spanish,
was a member of the Spanish Honor Society
at West Seneca West High School, and want-
ed to eventually teach Spanish;

Whereas Amanda J. Hansen hoped to at-
tend college at the University of North Caro-
lina;

Whereas responding to tragedy, Ken and
Kim Hansen established the Amanda Hansen
Foundation to honor their daughter by rais-
ing money for a scholarship fund and spread-
ing awareness about the dangers of carbon
monoxide and the importance of taking safe-
ty measures, such as using carbon monoxide
detectors in residences;

Whereas the Amanda Hansen Foundation
works with lawmakers and local commu-
nities to educate the public on the dangers of
carbon monoxide poisoning;

Whereas the Amanda Hansen Foundation
raises money for purchasing carbon mon-
oxide detectors for individuals who cannot
afford them and has given away 17,000 carbon
monoxide detectors;

Whereas the Amanda Hansen Foundation
and Ken and Kim Hansen through their work
with the Foundation collaborate with other
national organizations to ensure that carbon
monoxide detectors are as ubiquitous as pos-
sible;

Whereas the Hansen family fought in 2010
for the passage of ‘‘Amanda’s Law’, a law
that mandates the installation of carbon
monoxide detectors in new and existing resi-
dences with fuel burning appliances and the
replacement of such detectors every 5 years;

Whereas the Amanda Hansen Foundation
has paid to replace furnaces in the Buffalo,
New York area with furnaces that are safer
and more energy efficient; and

Whereas in memory of their daughter, the
Hansen family has worked tirelessly to make
New York and the rest of the United States
a safer place: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Feb-

ruary 2015 as ‘‘National Carbon Monoxide
Poisoning Awareness Month™.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 71—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB-
RUARY 8 THROUGH FEBRUARY
14, 2015, AS “INTERNET GOVERN-
ANCE AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. COONS, and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 71

Whereas the United States remains com-
mitted to the multistakeholder model of
Internet governance, in which the private
sector works in collaboration with civil soci-
ety, governments, and technical experts in a
consensus fashion;

Whereas the United States has, through its
stewardship of key Internet domain name
functions, maintained an important role in
the protection of the Internet as presently
constituted;

Whereas on March 14, 2014, the National
Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration (referred to in this preamble as
the ““NTIA”) announced its intent to transi-
tion these key Internet domain name func-
tions to the global multistakeholder commu-
nity;

Whereas the transition process dem-
onstrates that the United States supports
and is committed to the multistakeholder
model of Internet governance;

Whereas the NTIA has asked the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Num-
bers (referred to in this preamble as
“ICANN”’) to convene global stakeholders to
develop a proposal to transition the current
role played by the NTIA in the coordination
of the Internet’s domain name system (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the “DNS”’);

Whereas the NTIA has stated that there is
no deadline for the transition, and that the
transition proposal must have broad commu-
nity support and must—

(1) support and enhance the multistake-
holder model;

(2) maintain the security, stability, and re-
siliency of the Internet DNS;

(3) meet the needs and expectations of the
global customers and partners of the Inter-
net Assigned Numbers Authority; and

(4) maintain the openness of the Internet;

Whereas the NTIA has also stated that it
will not accept a proposal that replaces the
NTIA with a government-led or an inter-gov-
ernmental organization, a position that is
consistent with S. Con. Res. 50 (112th Con-
gress), a concurrent resolution that was
unanimously passed by the Senate and the
House of Representatives in 2012 and sup-
ported ‘‘the consistent and unequivocal pol-
icy of the United States to promote a global
Internet free from government control and
preserve and advance the successful multi-
stakeholder model that governs the Internet
today’’;

Whereas ICANN will be holding its next
global meeting, ICANN 52, in Singapore be-
tween February 8 and February 12, 2015; and

Whereas designating the week of February
8 through February 14, 2015, as ‘‘Internet
Governance Awareness Week’’ will encourage
the participants at ICANN 52 to focus on de-
veloping key ICANN accountability prin-
ciples for the protection of the global Inter-
net: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The Senate designates the week of Feb-
ruary 8 through February 14, 2015, as ‘‘Inter-
net Governance Awareness Week’’ to—

(1) increase public awareness regarding the
March 14, 2014 announcement by the Na-
tional Telecommunications and Information
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Administration (referred to in this resolving
clause as the ‘“NTIA”) declaring the inten-
tion of the NTIA to transition the steward-
ship of the functions of the Internet As-
signed Numbers Authority to the global
multistakeholder community;

(2) encourage public education about the
importance of this transition process; and

(3) call the attention of the participants at
the next global meeting of the Internet Cor-
poration for Assigned Names and Numbers
(referred to in this resolving clause as
“ICANN?”) to the importance of designing ac-
countability and governance reforms to best
prepare ICANN for executing the responsibil-
ities that it may receive under any transi-
tion of the stewardship of the functions of
the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority,
including reforms that would—

(A) insist that the domain name system
continues to function as part of a secure,
stable, resilient, single, decentralized, open,
and interoperable Internet;

(B) ensure a form of stewardship and ac-
countability that is based on the separation
of the functions of policy-making, policy im-
plementation, and, as needed, independent
adjudication or arbitration for dispute reso-
lution;

(C) limit and maintain ICANN authority to
matters that pertain to the coordination of
Internet unique identifiers, and limit each
function to those rights, responsibilities, and
authorities that have been explicitly as-
signed;

(D) protect ICANN from undue influence or
capture by one or more governments or mul-
tilateral or intergovernmental organiza-
tions, or a single set of other commercial or
noncommercial stakeholders;

(E) maintain the commitment of ICANN
for final action regarding key policy deci-
sions to demonstrate broad support by the
community of ICANN stakeholders;

(F) reinforce and expand transparency and
accountability measures to ensure commu-
nity access to ICANN documents and
records; and

(G) ensure that, prior to the execution of
the transition of the stewardship of the func-
tions of the Internet Assigned Numbers Au-
thority, each of the foregoing elements of
such proposal is adopted and made effective
by ICANN through incorporation in its arti-
cles of incorporation and by-laws, as needed,
and subject to independent adjudication or
arbitration for dispute resolution, as appro-
priate.

SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this resolution shall be con-
strued as congressional approval of any pro-
posal by ICANN to transition the steward-
ship of the functions of the Internet As-
signed Numbers Authority to the global
multistakeholder community.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 3—AUTHORIZING THE USE
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR
AN EVENT TO CELEBRATE THE
BIRTHDAY OF KING KAMEHA-
MEHA I

Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. CON. RES. 3

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),
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SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
EVENT TO CELEBRATE BIRTHDAY
OF KING KAMEHAMEHA.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used for an event on June 7, 2015, to celebrate
the birthday of King Kamehameha I.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the event described in sub-
section (a) shall be carried out in accordance
with such conditions as may be prescribed by
the Architect of the Capitol.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 5, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to hold a
meeting during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 5, 2015, at 10 a.m. in
room SR-253 of the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building to conduct a sub-
committee hearing entitled ‘“‘Getting it
Right on Data Breach and Notification
Legislation in the 114th Congress’’.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 5, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room
SD-215 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
“The President’s Budget for Fiscal
Year 2016.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
February 5, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room
SD—430 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building to conduct a hearing entitled
“Who’s the Boss? The ‘Joint Employer’
Standard and Business Ownership.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on February 5, 2015, at 10:30 a.m.,
in room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building, to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
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