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RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2040, a bill to deter terrorism, provide
justice for victims, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2044
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2044, a bill to prohibit the use of
certain clauses in form contracts that
restrict the ability of a consumer to
communicate regarding the goods or
services offered in interstate commerce
that were the subject of the contract,
and for other purposes.
S. 2045
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2045, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise
tax on high cost employer-sponsored
health coverage.
S. 2134
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2134, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to carry out
a pilot program to provide educational
assistance to certain former members
of the Armed Forces for education and
training as physician assistants of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, to es-
tablish pay grades and require competi-
tive pay for physician assistants of the
Department, and for other purposes.
S. 2196
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2196, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
the non-application of Medicare com-
petitive acquisition rates to complex
rehabilitative wheelchairs and acces-
sories.
S. 2220
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2220, a bill to amend title
XXVII of the Public Health Service Act
to provide for a special enrollment pe-
riod for pregnant women, and for other
purposes.
S. 2235
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2235, a bill to repeal debt collection
amendments made by the Bipartisan
Budget Act of 2015.
S. 2240
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from
Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2240, a bill to improve the
control and management of invasive
species that threaten and harm Federal
land under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of the Interior, and for other
purposes.
S. RES. 113
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
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KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 113, a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee should rec-
ommend the issuance of, and the
United States Postal Service should
issue, a commemorative stamp in
honor of the holiday of Diwali.

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN), the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNSs), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator
from Utah (Mr. HATCH), the Senator
from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI), the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN), and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. CARPER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 113, supra.

S. RES. 282

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) and the Senator from
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 282, a
resolution supporting the goals and
ideals of American Diabetes Month.

S. RES. 299

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 299, a resolu-
tion honoring the life, legacy, and ex-
ample of former Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin on the twentieth anni-
versary of his death.

S. RES. 302

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. DONNELLY), the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER), the Senator from
Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ), the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW),
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS), the Senator from Delaware (Mr.
CoOONS), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN), the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the
Senator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO), the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS), the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. ScoTT), and the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 302, a resolution
expressing the sense of the Senate in
support of Israel and in condemnation
of Palestinian terror attacks.

S. RES. 304

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO0), the Senator from Col-
orado (Mr. BENNET), the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY), and the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 304, a
resolution recognizing November 28,
2015, as ‘‘Small Business Saturday’ and
supporting efforts to increase aware-
ness of the value of locally owned small
businesses.
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and
Mr. CASEY):

S. 2248. A Dbill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to coordinate Fed-
eral congenital heart disease research
efforts and to improve public education
and awareness of congenital heart dis-
ease, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr President, every 15
minutes in America, a baby is born
with a congenital heart defect. Many of
these congenital heart defects are sim-
ple and can be easily corrected. Others
are complex; some can require a life-
time of specialized medical care.

If you want to know what fear and
powerlessness feels like, imagine being
a young parent, listening to a doctor
tell you that your new baby—who ap-
pears so perfect to you—has a threat-
ening heart problem.

Fortunately, congenital heart defects
aren’t as deadly as they once were. In
the 1950s, only 20 percent of American
babies with congenital heart defects
survived infancy. Today, 90 percent
survive. Many children born with seri-
ous heart defects grow up to be adults
with active, productive lives.

That progress didn’t happen by acci-
dent. It happened because Americans
made a decision in the 1960s to reduce
these mortality numbers. We invested
in research that led to better under-
standing and better treatments of the
heart, from infancy to old age.

That investment in research has paid
off in many ways. Some heart condi-
tions that used to Kkill adults quickly
often are managed now with medica-
tions and life style changes. The num-
ber of Americans with congenital heart
disease living full, healthy lives in-
creases by about 5 percent every year.
About 2 million Americans are living
with congenital heart disease today.
We have come a long way—but there is
more that we can do.

We know that the sooner a baby with
a congenital heart defect is diagnosed
and treated, the better the chances are
to live a long and healthy life. But, the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention estimates that 30 percent of
babies with critical congenital heart
defects aren’t diagnosed in the first few
days, when treatment is most effective;
1 in 200 babies die from complications
that might have been avoided if their
heart disease had been detected.

In 2009, I introduced the Congenital
Heart Futures Act to study people of
all ages with congenital heart disease
and coordinate research. That bill ex-
pired this year.

Today I am introducing the Con-
genital Heart Futures Reauthorization
Act of 2015. This bill will save lives by
allowing us to build on the knowledge
we have gained about congenital heart
defects and the best ways to treat
them.

My bill directs the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention to study
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people of all ages with congenital heart
disease. The CDC would make the re-
sults of its research available to con-
genital heart disease researchers and
to Congress. We will enable some of the
best scientific and medical minds in
America to evaluate the best ways to
diagnose and treat congenital heart
disease.

Many adults living with congenital
heart disease are not aware they need
specialized care throughout their lives.
And fewer than 10 percent of adults
with complex congenital heart disease
receive the care they need.

The Congenital Heart Futures Reau-
thorization Act directs the CDC to cre-
ate a public awareness campaign to
educate both patients and doctors
about congenital heart disease and the
need for lifelong specialized care for
those living with congenital heart de-
fects.

Finally, my bill directs the National
Institutes of Health to conduct a re-
view of ongoing research on congenital
heart disease, identify areas of greatest
need for research, and identify plans
for future research.

We are not powerless when it comes
to congenital heart challenges. We
have made tremendous progress in my
lifetime. Millions of Americans with
congenital heart defects are living
happy, healthy lives today because of
that progress.

The Congenital Heart Futures Reau-
thorization Act bill will help us better
understand what congenital heart dis-
ease looks like in the United States
and what we can do to help those living
with this disease live longer. This bill
will save lives and ultimately it will
save taxpayers money—a lifetime of
specialized heart care is expensive.

I would like to thank Senator CASEY
for joining me in introducing this bill,
and Representatives BILIRAKIS from
Florida and ADAM ScCHIFF from Cali-
fornia in the House for introducing the
companion bill. I look forward to work-
ing with them on this issue that affects
so many families.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2248

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Congenital
Heart Futures Reauthorization Act of 2015.
SEC. 2. NATIONAL CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE

COHORT STUDY AND AWARENESS
CAMPAIGN.

Section 301 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 241) is amended by adding at
the end the following—

“(f) NATIONAL CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE
COHORT STUDY.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, shall plan, de-
velop, implement, and submit annual reports
to the Congress on surveillance and research
activities of the Centers for Disease Control
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and Prevention, including a cohort study to
improve understanding of the epidemiology
of congenital heart disease (referred to in
this subsection and subsection (g) as ‘CHD’)
across the lifespan, from birth to adulthood,
with particular interest in the following:

‘“(A) Health care utilization and natural
history of those affected by CHD.

‘(B) Demographic factors associated with
CHD, such as age, race, ethnicity, gender,
and family history of individuals who are di-
agnosed with the disease.

“(C) Outcome measures, such that analysis
of the outcome measures will allow deriva-
tion of evidence-based best practices and
guidelines for CHD patients.

‘(2) PERMISSIBLE CONSIDERATIONS.—The
study under this subsection may—

‘“(A) gather data on the health outcomes of
a diverse population of those affected by
CHD;

‘(B) consider health disparities among
those affected by CHD which may include
the consideration of prenatal exposures; and

“(C) incorporate behavioral, emotional,
and educational outcomes of those affected
by CHD.

““(3) PUBLIC ACCESS.—Subject to paragraph
(4), the data generated from the studies
under this subsection shall be made avail-
able to CHD researchers subject to appro-
priate privacy protections, and aggregate
data from such studies shall be made avail-
able to the public.

‘“(4) PATIENT PRIVACY.—The Secretary shall
ensure that the study under this subsection
is carried out in a manner that complies
with the requirements applicable to a cov-
ered entity under the regulations promul-
gated pursuant to section 264(c) of the
Health Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act of 1996.

‘‘(g) CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE AWARE-
NESS CAMPAIGN.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, shall establish
and implement an awareness, outreach, and
education campaign regarding CHD across
the lifespan. The information expressed
through such campaign may—

‘“(A) emphasize that CHD is the most prev-
alent birth defect;

‘“(B) identify CHD as a condition that af-
fects those diagnosed throughout their lives;
and

‘“(C) promote the need for pediatric, ado-
lescent, and adult individuals with CHD to
seek and maintain lifelong, specialized care.

‘(2) PERMISSIBLE ACTIVITIES.—The cam-
paign under this subsection shall—

““(A) utilize collaborations or partnerships
with other agencies, health care profes-
sionals, and patient advocacy organizations
that specialize in the needs of individuals
with CHD; and

‘“(B) include the use of print, film, or elec-
tronic materials distributed via television,
radio, Internet, or other commercial mar-
keting venues.”.

SEC. 3. CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE RESEARCH.

Section 425 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 285b-8) is amended by adding
the end the following:

“(d) REPORT FrROM NIH.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of the Con-
genital Heart Futures Reauthorization Act
of 2015, the Director of NIH, acting through
the Director of the Institute, shall provide a
report to Congress—

‘(1) outlining the ongoing research efforts
of the National Institutes of Health regard-
ing congenital heart disease; and

‘(2) identifying—

‘“(A) future plans for research regarding
congenital heart disease; and

‘“(B) the areas of greatest need for such re-
search.”.
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By Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr.
HEINRICH, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
WYDEN, and Mr. MARKEY):

S. 2254. A bill to modify the require-
ments applicable to locatable minerals
on public domain land, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Hardrock Min-
ing Reform and Reclamation Act of
2015.

First, I thank Senator HEINRICH, who
will be here with me in a moment, for
working with me on this bill. He is a
dedicated conservation Senator from
the West and really cares about this
issue, and we have both been working
together on this bill. I so much appre-
ciate all of his hard work and his com-
mitment to this important legislation.
I also thank Senator BENNET and Sen-
ator WYDEN for their hard work and
support on this bill. I also thank our
New Mexico colleague, Congressman
BEN RAY LUJAN, for his efforts on the
House side.

We are proposing this bill for one rea-
son: to reform the mining law of 1872.
It is a matter of simple fairness, it is a
matter of common sense, and it is a re-
form that is long overdue.

The 1872 mining law played a historic
role in the settling of the West. It en-
couraged mining for silver, gold, cop-
per, uranium, and other minerals on
public lands. It helped the West to
grow, but there was a price—one we are
still paying. It did almost nothing to
compensate the public, it did nothing
to protect the environment, and it did
nothing to require mines to clean up
the mess. It did nothing to require
those mines to clean up the mess. The
legacy 1is clear—thousands of aban-
doned mines, contaminated land, pol-
luted streams, costly cleanup, and tax-
payers stuck with the bill. We have a
19th-century law which is totally inad-
equate to 21st-century challenges.

The spill at the Gold King mine ear-
lier this year tells the story. With ter-
rible damage in my State, in other
States, and in the Navajo Nation, this
is a disaster on many levels—to our
water, our economy, and to our cul-
ture.

Mistakes were made at the Gold King
mine. We have to do all we can to make
sure they are not made again and to
make sure our communities are fairly
compensated for losses. That is why
Senator HEINRICH and I introduced the
Gold King Mine Spill Recovery Act of
2015.

The Gold King mine disaster is also a
wakeup call. The mine is still there;
the owners are not. There are up to
500,000 abandoned mines in our coun-
try. They are a ticking timebomb.
They are leaking toxins into our rivers
and streams in the West and have been
for decades. It will cost tens of billions
of dollars to fix this. The estimates are
anywhere from $20 billion to $54 billion,
with a ‘“‘b’—billions. A mining royalty
will bring fairness to taxpayers and
help pay for the cleanup.
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I have pushed for—and will keep
pushing for—mining reform, first in
the House and now in the Senate be-
cause I believe in the simple principle
that the polluter pays. The polluter
pays, but under current law the mining
companies do not pay—not for the min-
erals they take, not for the damage
they have done. This cannot continue.
They cannot continue to reap all the
benefits and hundreds of millions of
dollars while taxpayers continue to
shoulder all the burden. This goes
against every notion of simple fairness.
Working Americans know this, middle-
class families know this, and both sides
of the aisle know this.

The 1872 mining law also basically
gives away Federal land for $5. Less
than what a working American pays
for lunch, mining companies can buy
an acre of Federal land if they discover
a valuable mineral deposit. So there is
no surprise here. Hard rock mining
companies don’t want reform. They
have had a free ride for a long time—no
wonder they want to keep it—but it is
long past time for that ride to end.

Coal, oil, and gas companies have
paid royalties for many decades. Hard
rock mining companies, including for-
eign mining companies, should do the
same. Our bill will require that they do
that. It is not a radical idea. The oil in-
dustry pays a small fee on every barrel
of o0il, the coal industry pays a small
fee on each ton of coal, and the sky has
not fallen in. And when disasters hap-
pen, from oilspills to abandoned coal
mines, these industries bear some of
the cost.

History may explain why the 1872 law
was created, but it is hard to see now
why it should continue. What began as
an effort to settle the West has become
a gravy train for multibillion-dollar
companies and not just American com-
panies but foreign ones as well. We
know the taxpayers are getting short-
changed. We just don’t know how
much.

In 2011 I asked the General Account-
ing Office for the numbers. They
couldn’t say. Not only do the hard rock
mining companies not pay, they do not
disclose, and under current law they do
not have to—not how much they ex-
tract from Federal lands, not where the
minerals are sold, not the overall
value. Yet at the same time, oil, gas,
and coal brought in $11.4 billion in Fed-
eral revenue.

We need to get this done. We can’t
keep asking working Americans and
struggling communities to foot the bill
while mining companies reap the prof-
its. Let us be clear. The silver and gold
on public lands are a natural resource.
They belong to the American people.
They should be an investment for pub-
lic good, not a giveaway for private
gain.

After my father left office after 8
years as Secretary of the Interior, he
was asked what were his big regrets,
and he said mining reform was his
greatest unfinished business. Fifty
years later we still need to do this and
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we still need to do it now. We have an
outdated law. Special treatment for
the profits of large hard rock mining
companies is not a reason to keep it, at
least not to the taxpayers of my State.

It is time to stop giving away the
store. It is time to reform the mining
law of 1872. It is the right thing to do.
It is the fair thing to do. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill and let us
get this done.

Mr. President, I was just in a press
conference with Senator HEINRICH and
Senator BENNET where we talked, and
one of the questions that was asked
was: How are you working at building
bipartisan support and is there bipar-
tisan support? I want to say a word on
that because we have seen very solid
bills pass here in Washington with bi-
partisan support. One of the ones I
wanted to point out was in 2007 in the
House. Nick Rahall had a mining re-
form bill. He had Republican cospon-
sors by the names of Wayne Gilchrest
and Representative Christopher
Shays—24 Republicans in the House—
and the bill was passed 244 to 166. PAUL
RYAN, who was in my class when I
came into Congress in 1998—we arrived
at the same time and PAUL is now the
Speaker over in the House—voted yes
for mining reform back in 2007 on this
Rahall bill.

So I think if you look at the history,
this is a bill where we need to work
with both sides of the aisle, and I hope
and wish Congressman RYAN—Speaker
RYAN—the best and I hope he will join
us in this effort to reform this long
outdated law.

With that, I see my good friend and
partner in this, Senator HEINRICH, is on
the floor, so I yield the floor at this
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I want
to begin by thanking my colleague the
senior Senator from New Mexico ToMm
UDALL for the incredible leadership he
has shown on this issue. I know it is
something near and dear to his heart
and something he absolutely and truly
cares about. We have had a good team
working on this over the course of the
last couple of months. Senator MI-
CHAEL BENNET of Colorado has been a
great contributor to this effort. Con-
gressman BEN RAY LUJAN of northern
New Mexico has taken a leadership ef-
fort on a similar effort in the House,
and today we are joined by Senator
RON WYDEN of Oregon on this legisla-
tion as well.

As many folks know, in August a
large plume of bright orange mine
waste spilled into the Animas River,
which leads into the San Juan, and pol-
luted the Four Corners region from
Colorado to New Mexico and through
the Navajo Nation.

If you take a look at this photo,
which was shared with me by the presi-
dent and vice president of the Navajo
Nation, this is not what you want to
see when you look at the river that you
take your drinking water from or the
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river that you use for irrigation or the
place you go fishing or recreate and
kayak on. This is not how our moun-
tain streams in the Southwest are sup-
posed to look. I think visually this got
the attention of people all around the
country as to the scope and scale of
this problem.

After the mine spill, I toured affected
communities in New Mexico and the
Navajo Nation. I met with impacted
residents, including farmers in Aztec
and Shiprock, San Juan County lead-
ers, Navajo Nation President Russell
Begaye, Vice President Jonathan Nez,
and the attorney general, Ethel
Branch. In the Southwest, water is by
far our most precious resource, so you
can imagine the kind of impact this
disaster had on our communities.

My colleagues in the Environment
and Public Works Committee and the
Committee on Indian Affairs have now
held hearings to investigate the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s actions
which led to this spill and to seek to
bring proper oversight to the Agency’s
response. Last week, the Department
of the Interior released a report of its
independent technical evaluation of
the EPA’s action. The evaluation found
that the EPA did not properly appre-
ciate the engineering complexity of
trying to clean up the Gold King mine
and that it could in fact have pre-
vented what we see here.

I share the anger and frustration that
not only my colleagues but, more im-
portantly, our constituents have ex-
pressed over this terrible accident. It is
why Senator UDALL and I have intro-
duced separate pieces of legislation
specifically to make these commu-
nities whole. We need to continue to
demand the EPA act with urgency to
protect the health and the safety of the
affected communities and to repair the
damage inflicted on this watershed.
That is our first and top priority.

We are doing a disservice to the
American people by not also taking ac-
tion to address the thousands—thou-
sands—of other similarly contaminated
abandoned mines that literally litter
the West and are leaking toxins into
our watersheds—into the watersheds
that provide drinking water and irriga-
tion to our communities all across the
West.

There are estimates that 40 percent
of western watersheds have been pol-
luted by toxic mining waste and that
reclaiming and cleaning up abandoned
mines to make this right is going to
cost tens of billions of dollars.

This latest disaster was all too famil-
iar for those of us from the Four Cor-
ners region and to many people around
the West. Back in 1975, in an even larg-
er accident than the Gold King blow-
out, a tailings pile near Silverton, CO,
spilled 50,000 tons of tailings laden with
toxic heavy metals into the Animas
River Watershed—the watershed that
drains from Colorado into New Mexico,
into the San Juan and through the
Navajo Nation in Arizona as well.

In 1979, a breached dam at a uranium
mill tailings disposal pond near Church
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Rock in New Mexico on the Navajo Na-
tion sent more than 1,000 tons of solid
radioactive waste and 93 million gal-
lons of acidic liquid into the Rio
Puerco.

Disastrous blowouts and spills like
these are easy to see. They get the me-
dia’s attention, but the toxins leaking
silently out of thousands of abandoned
hard rock mines are doing even more
damage to our watersheds each and
every day.

For decades before the spill, the Gold
King mine actually leached water laced
with heavy metals and sulfuric acid
into Cement Creek, which is a tribu-
tary of the Animas. Over the last 10
years, an average of 200 gallons of high-
ly polluted water each and every
minute, or more than 100 million gal-
lons per year, flowed out of this mine
and into the Animas River via Cement
Creek. The Gold King and other aban-
doned mines in the San Juan Moun-
tains in southwestern Colorado con-
tinue to pollute the Animas and the
San Juan Watershed as we speak.

Beyond the immediate cleanup of the
Gold King spill, it is high time we as a
Congress overhaul our abandoned mine
cleanup policies to make future disas-
ters less likely and to address the thou-
sands and thousands of abandoned
mines that are polluting our water-
sheds.

The Navajo Nation, which was per-
haps most affected by the Gold King
mine blowout, has more than 500 aban-
doned uranium mines. Last month, I
met with officials at the Navajo Aban-
doned Mine Lands Reclamation and
Uranium Mill Tailings Remedial Ac-
tion Office and learned about their ef-
forts to clean up these literally hun-
dreds of sites. I visited a large uranium
tailings disposal pile in Shiprock—in
the town of Shiprock—that sits close
to the San Juan River.

If you look at this map, this is the
San Juan River. This is the community
of Shiprock. We have the high school,
the fairgrounds, and the residential
area all around a permanent tailings
disposal site—something that is going
to require stewardship for literally
hundreds, if not thousands, of years.

Melvin Yazzie, a senior reclamation
specialist with the department, also
took me through an abandoned ura-
nium mine site in the Red Valley Chap-
ter of the Northern Navajo Nation.
Carrying a Geiger counter, he showed
me the abandoned mine and a nearby
house that was constructed using ma-
terials contaminated with radioactive
materials.

Here we see Mr. Yazzie with his Gei-
ger counter. This 1is obviously no
longer occupied, but it gives us a sense
of the impact to members of the Nav-
ajo Nation, some of whom literally
have their homes built with the spill-
over, the rock materials that came out
of these mines, and live with that irra-
diation each and every day.

The Navajo Government is doing its
best to address this legacy of uranium
mining and milling, but they do not
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have anywhere close to enough re-
sources or funding necessary to clean
up the waste from decades and decades
of uranium mining.

A large reason why the Navajo Na-
tion lacks adequate resources and why
communities all across Indian Country
and the entire West are dealing with
pollution from abandoned mines and
lack resources is that we have not up-
dated our Federal laws on hard rock
mining in 143 years.

During the era of manifest destiny,
the Federal Government encouraged
Americans to settle newly acquired
lands in the West by passing laws—
laws like the Timber and Stone Act of
1878 and the Desert Land Act of 1878,
laws like the Homestead Act, which my
grandparents took advantage of. Some
of these laws gave away public lands
and resources to private users with no
strings attached and often no price tag
attached.

The General Mining Act of 1872 came
along during this era of unrestrained
western expansion. It allowed individ-
uals and companies to claim ownership
of minerals in the public domain—min-
erals owned by us as a nation, such as
gold, silver, copper, uranium, molyb-
denum, and others—simply by locating
a mineral source, staking a claim, and
paying $5 for an acre of land. Miners
did not have to consider environmental
impacts or make any plans to clean up
the waste, which has created the pollu-
tion and contamination we confront
today. This law drew thousands of peo-
ple to the West. My father and my
mother’s father both made a living
working in hard rock mining. But
shortsighted policy also left behind a
scarred legacy on our lands.

Unlike other 19th-century western
settlement laws which have long since
been reformed or replaced, the Mining
Act of 1872 remains on the books today.
While developers of resources such as
oil, natural gas, and coal all pay royal-
ties to return fair value to taxpayers
for our public resources, hard rock
mining companies still mine publicly
owned minerals for free—for free—and
we still don’t have a plan to address a
century of pollution from abandoned
mines.

We desperately need to bring our
mining laws out of the 19th century
and into the 20th century. That is why
I am joining my colleagues—Senator
UbpALL of New Mexico, Senator BENNET
of Colorado, and Senator WYDEN of Or-
egon—to introduce legislation to re-
form our outdated and ineffective Fed-
eral policy on abandoned mines and on
hard rock mining. Our legislation will
require that reasonable royalties and
fees from hard rock mining be used to
create a dedicated funding stream for
cleaning up mine waste. A reclamation
program will allow States, tribes, and
nonprofit organizations to collaborate
on projects to restore fish and wildlife
habitat affected by past hard rock min-
ing and to repair watersheds that are
the very center of our economy in the
West, the source of our essential agri-
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cultural and drinking water supply for
western communities up and down the
spine of the Rockies.

This legislation will also reform the
permitting process for new mines. Hard
rock mining companies will need to
protect water and wildlife resources
and provide financial assurance that
they can actually fund reclamation
cleanup and restoration efforts after
their mines close so that in the future
we don’t have this legacy of abandoned
hard rock mines.

These are simply, commonsense re-
forms—reforms that, frankly, Congress
should have adopted decades ago.

I appreciate the value of the hard
rock mining industry. My own family
has benefited from it, and I recognize
that the industry continues to provide
good-paying jobs in States throughout
the West. Some mining companies are
already stepping up to help clean up
old mining waste sites. I look forward
to working with industry stakeholders
to find practical ways to bring our poli-
cies into the 21st century. We cannot
wait for more disasters like the Gold
King mine spill for us to act. We can-
not continue to do nothing while thou-
sands of abandoned hard rock mines
drain toxic metals into our rivers,
water supplies, and our drinking water
each and every day. We must come to-
gether and press forward for pragmatic
reforms to our outdated Federal hard
rock mining laws.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and
Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 2256. A bill to establish programs
for health care provider training in
Federal health care and medical facili-
ties, to establish Federal co-pre-
scribing guidelines, to establish a grant
program with respect to naloxone, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise to
discuss a bill I am introducing called
the Co-prescribing Saves Lives Act.

All across the Nation, and certainly
all across my Commonwealth, we are
seeing the scourge of prescription drug
abuse and a heroin epidemic. These
opioids are having major impact in
communities everywhere in Virginia,
from the coal mines of Appalachia to
rural communities in the Shenandoah
Valley, to right here in suburban Fair-
fax County.

I have heard, as have my colleagues,
stories from parents who have buried
children, from companies that can’t
find employees who can pass drug
tests, and certainly from law enforce-
ment officials, including judges, pros-
ecutors, police officials, and sheriffs,
who talk about the dramatic expansion
of opioid addiction in this country. The
numbers are kind of shocking. When I
came to the Senate and started doing
tours around the State in the spring of
2013, I really wasn’t schooled about
this, and I started to hear stories.

Heroin and opioids now account for
25,000 American deaths a year. In Vir-
ginia, and in much of the United
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States, the deaths from opioid
overdoses are now exceeding deaths
from motor vehicle accidents. Accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control,
in the United States fatal opioid-re-
lated drug overdose rates have quad-
rupled since 1990 and have never been
higher than they are right now.

The question is, How do we address
this crisis? Obviously, the answer is
there is no single answer. There are a
lot of things that have to be done. The
Federal Government, State and local
communities, faith communities, non-
profit organizations, families, individ-
uals educating themselves—there are a
lot of answers, but we have to move
forward with steps that we know can
reduce overdose deaths.

There is some good news. There are
advances that can help us do this, and
one of the advances has been the devel-
opment of a drug called naloxone,
which is a medicine that is safe and ef-
fective as an antidote to all opioid-re-
lated overdoses, including heroin, pre-
scription opioids, and fentanyl. It is a
critical tool—it has been proven to be a
critical tool since its development in
preventing fatal opioid overdoses.

One of the neat things about
naloxone is if you come across some-
body who is in respiratory failure from
an overdose or for some other reason,
you can administer naloxone to that
individual, and if it is not an overdose,
it doesn’t have any side effects. It can
bring somebody back from the over-
dose-caused respiratory failure, but it
doesn’t have any negative side effects
if it turns out the person is suffering
from something else.

In Virginia there is an organization
called Project REVIVE! that trains
people to administer naloxone. In one
of our communities in Russell County
in Southwest Virginia, about a year
ago I took the training with a lot of
family members and others—just 2
hours of training—to learn how to do
this.

Since naloxone has been developed
and come into more common usage be-
ginning in the late 1990s, it has saved
more than 26,000 people who have been
in the throes of an overdose. Naloxone
has brought them back to life. I think
a lot of professionals—public safety
professionals and health care profes-
sionals around the country—have seen
how effective it is.

One answer to our overdose problem
is to co-prescribe naloxone when some-
one is getting a prescription for an
opioid. Opioids have legitimate uses, to
manage pain. So when somebody is get-
ting a prescription for that, co-pre-
scribe naloxone so they have the anti-
dote right there in case of an overdose.

There are overdoses from people who
are using drugs inappropriately and
grabbing somebody else’s prescriptions
and using opioids, but there are also
quite a few overdoses where people who
are legitimately prescribed the drug—
and they are usually prescribed it for
pain—they develop a tolerance to the
drug. The package may say to take one
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pill every 6 hours, but the pain is
strong, and after 3 hours they start to
feel it again and somebody thinks, OK,
the drug has worn off now so I can take
another one. So a person can start to
take too many because of pain symp-
toms, and they get into an overdose
situation for that reason too. If a per-
son has a naloxone co-prescribed, they
can have the antidote right there that
they can administer themselves, or
someone else can, if they get into an
overdose situation.

Many communities, States, national
organizations, and medical organiza-
tions have supported co-prescribing
naloxone to patients who are taking
opioids as a critical part of this over-
dose problem, and we have guidelines.
Not everybody who gets an opioid pre-
scription needs mnaloxone. My wife
broke and dislocated her shoulder two
Good Fridays ago, and she was pre-
scribed a powerful opioid pain killer.
She used about a day and a half’s worth
of it. It made her sick to her stomach
so she quit using it. Not everybody who
gets prescribed a prescription opioid
needs naloxone, but there are certain
warning signs—the medical profession
has developed the warning signs—and if
you have the warning signs, you should
get the co-prescription. Developing
these guidelines helps physicians, phar-
macists, and other providers determine
who is at risk and whom we should be
proactive with regarding a co-prescrip-
tion.

What this bill does is the following:
It improves access to naloxone by en-
couraging physicians to co-prescribe in
a couple of circumstances, to co-pre-
scribe this lifesaving drug alongside
opioid prescriptions and make it more
widely available in Federal health set-
tings.

The Co-prescribing Saves Lives Act
would require that the Secretaries of
Health and Human Services, Defense,
and Veterans Affairs would establish
physician education co-prescribing
guidelines for all Federal health cen-
ters, including VA hospitals, DOD hos-
pitals, the Indian Health Service, and
federally qualified health centers. So
within Federal health care facilities, if
there is going to be an opioid prescrip-
tion to somebody in a high-risk situa-
tion, there would be a mandate that
naloxone would be prescribed as well.

This bill is based upon work that has
already been done in the Federal Gov-
ernment. The VA especially has been a
real leader in setting up these co-pre-
scription guidelines. In addition, the
bill would provide a program of grants
through State departments of health
that are interested in doing the co-pre-
scribing guidelines for private physi-
cians not in Federal settings in their
States. The funding would allow States
to purchase naloxone, to provide copay
assistance for uninsured patients, and
to fund training for health profes-
sionals and patients. Grant funding
could also support State innovation
and provide for community outreach.
The kind of program where I trained
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last summer, Project REVIVE!, is just
a community program trying to battle
opioid overdose deaths in the coalfields
of Appalachia. That would be the kind
of program that if other States wanted
to do that, could be eligible for grant
funding.

In closing, this is just one solution.
Obviously, the real solutions, the im-
portant ones, are still around preven-
tion. Why do Americans get prescribed
S0 many more opioids than folks in
other nations? What do we do about
prescriptions when the quantities that
are given are too big and then we end
up with a lot of unused opioids that
can be taken by young people or stolen
and sold? There are a lot of issues we
have to solve, but there is this bit of
good news; that naloxone saves lives
and it is easy to administer. It doesn’t
have a negative effect. If we can broad-
en access to naloxone for those who
have been prescribed opioids—we have
saved lives in the past and we are going
to save a lot more.

I will conclude by saying there is a
dad in Northern Virginia—a guy by the
name of Don Flattery—who has been
very public about the loss of his son,
Kevin, who was a 26-year-old graduate
of UVA in 2014. He talked about his
son, the family, the advantages they
had, and his educational track record
of success at UVA, but then he fell into
the just bottomless pit of opioid pre-
scription, opioid addiction, and he per-
ished in 2014. What Don said is that “I
feel we need to keep personalizing what
is happening. We are not addressing
shocking, obtuse statistics—we are
speaking about my son, your daughter,
our neighbors . . . they are real people
with real lives, and their losses are the
face of the epidemic we must stop.”

That is what this bill intends to play
a part in.

By Ms. CANTWELL (by request):

S. 2257. A bill to prepare the National
Park Service for its Centennial in 2016
and for a second century of protecting
our national parks’ natural, historic,
and cultural resources for present and
future generations and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I am
pleased to introduce, by request, the
Administration’s legislative proposal
the National Park Service Centennial
Act.

The bill authorizes or expands sev-
eral authorities to assist the National
Park Service in managing the over 400
units of the National Park System as
it prepares for the centennial anniver-
sary of the agency’s establishment in
1916.

While I may not agree with every
provision in the administration’s pro-
posed bill, I believe it is important for
this legislative proposal to be consid-
ered in the Senate, which is why I
agreed to introduce it by request. At
the same time, I will continue to work
with other Senators on both sides of
the aisle to develop a bipartisan con-
sensus on a national park centennial
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bill so that the Senate can consider
and pass a bill before the National
Park Service’s centennial anniversary
next year.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the administration’s letter to
the Senate transmitting the legislative
proposal and a section-by-section sum-
mary of the bill prepared by the De-
partment of the Interior be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, DC, August 31, 2015.
Hon. JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR.,
President of the Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: Enclosed is a draft of
a bill entitled, the ‘‘National Park Service
Centennial Act.” Also enclosed is a section-
by-section analysis of the bill. We rec-
ommend that the bill be introduced, referred
to the appropriate committee for consider-
ation, and enacted.

The National Park Service (NPS) will cele-
brate its centennial in 2016. As we look ahead
to the next century, there are a number of
key authorities that need to be authorized,
clarified, or expanded to allow us to better
serve the American people.

Title I, the Centennial Declaration, would
recognize that the NPS has responsibility
not only for administering the units of the
National Park System, but for programs
that provide financial and technical assist-
ance to states, communities, and individuals
to protect our national heritage. Title I
would also direct the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to utilize these financial and technical
assistance programs to further the conserva-
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tural heritage of the Nation for the benefit
and inspiration of the public.

Titles II-IV of the proposed legislation
would implement part of the President’s Fis-
cal Year (FY) 2016 Budget request to Con-
gress. Title II would establish a National
Park Centennial Challenge Fund of up to
$100 million for FY 2016, FY 2017, and 2018 to
be used for signature projects that will help
prepare the national parks for another cen-
tury of conservation, preservation, and en-
joyment.

Title IITI would provide a mandatory appro-
priation of $300 million to the NPS Construc-
tion Account for FY 2016, FY 2017, and FY
2018, to correct deficiencies in NPS infra-
structure and facilities.

Title IV would establish the Centennial
Land Management Investment Fund, con-
sisting of a mandatory appropriation equal
to $100 million for FY 2016, FY 2017, and FY
2018 to provide funding for the Secretaries of
the Interior and Agriculture to jointly estab-
lish a competitive program available to the
four Federal land management agencies for
projects that enhance visitor services and
outdoor recreational opportunities, restore
lands and waters, repair facilities or trails,
or increase energy and water efficiency.

Title V would direct the National Park
Foundation (NPF) to establish a special ac-
count known as the Second Century Endow-
ment for the NPS, consisting of gifts or be-
quests provided for this purpose, for projects
and activities that further the mission of the
NPS.

Title VI would establish the NPS Second
Century Fund in the Treasury, which would
be funded through additional lodging or
camping fees and funds collected from pur-
chases of the lifetime pass for citizens 62
yvears of age or older.

Title VII would clarify or expand authori-
ties for activities that the NPS are already
conducting to allow us to better serve the
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clear authority for the interpretation and
education work of the NPS by consolidating
a number of disparate authorities currently
used, and directing the Secretary to ensure
that management of National Park System
units and related areas is enhanced by the
availability and utilization of a broad pro-
gram of the highest quality interpretation
and education. Title VII would also raise the
age limit for participation in the Public
Lands Corp from 25 to 30 and extend the di-
rect-hire authority from 120 days to 2 years,
consistent with Department of the Interior
resource assistant direct-hire authority.
And, this title would remove the $3.5 million
authorization ceiling for the Volunteers in
the Parks to accommodate the funding need-
ed to support this growing program.

Title VIII would establish the NPS Visitor
Services Management Authority (VMSA),
and authorize the Secretary to establish a
program to allow the VMSA to award and
manage contracts for the operation of com-
mercial visitor services programs and activi-
ties.

Title IX would authorize the Secretary to
enter into agreements for the creation of re-
productions of a museum object in which the
object and its intellectual property rights
are under the control of the Secretary. The
Administration is developing additional lan-
guage related to the protection of NPS intel-
lectual property, which we intend to trans-
mit under separate cover.

Title X would redesignate the Secretary of
the Interior and the Director of the NPS as
ex officio members of the NPF board. It also
would authorize appropriations of $256 million
for each of FY 2016 through FY 2026 to NPF
that would be used to leverage additional
non-federal funds to support our national
parks.

The effect of this draft bill on the deficit

tion and enjoyment of the natural and cul- American people. This includes providing is:
FISCAL YEARS
[dollars in millions]
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Total
45 312 476 386 67 -7 -1 —52 81 —-38 —92 1,103

The Statutory Pay-As-You-Go (PAYGO)
Act of 2010 provides that revenue and direct
spending legislation cannot, in the aggre-
gate, increase the on-budget deficit. If such
legislation increases the on-budget deficit
and that increase is not offset by the end of
the congressional session, a sequestration
must be ordered. This proposal would in-
crease direct spending, is therefore subject
to the Statutory PAYGO Act, and should be
considered in conjunction with all other pro-
posals that are subject to the Act.

The Office of Management and Budget has
advised that there is no objection to the en-
actment of the enclosed draft legislation
from the standpoint of the Administration’s
program.

Sincerely,
SALLY JEWELL.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CENTENNIAL ACT
SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY
TITLE I——CENTENNIAL DECLARATION

Recognizes that the National Service has
responsibility not only for administering the
units of the National Park System, but also
for programs that provide financial and tech-
nical assistance to states, communities and
individuals to protect our national heritage.

Reaffirms and directs the Secretary of the
Interior to utilize these financial and tech-
nical assistance programs to further the con-
servation and enjoyment of the natural and

cultural heritage of the nation for the ben-
efit and inspiration of the public.
TITLE II—NATIONAL PARK CENTENNIAL
CHALLENGE FUND

Establishes in the Treasury a fund to be
known as the National Park Centennial
Challenge Fund, which will consist of an an-
nual appropriated amount equal to the quali-
fied donations received in the same fiscal
year not to exceed $100 million for each of
fiscal years 2016 through 2018. The fund will
be used for signature projects identified as
ones that will help prepare the National
Parks for another century of conservation,
preservation and enjoyment.

TITLE III—SECOND CENTURY INFRASTRUCTURE

INVESTMENT

Provides a mandatory appropriation of $300
million to the National Park Service Con-
struction Account for each of fiscal years
2016 through 2018, to correct deficiencies in
National Park Service infrastructure and fa-
cilities.

TITLE IV—CENTENNIAL LAND MANAGEMENT

INVESTMENT PROGRAM

Establishes in the Treasury a fund to be
known as the Centennial Land Management
Investment Fund, consisting of a mandatory
appropriation equal to $100 million for each
of fiscal years 2016 through 2018. The Secre-
taries of the Interior and Agriculture are re-
quired to establish jointly a competitive pro-
gram available to the four federal land man-

agement agencies for projects that enhance
visitor services and outdoor recreational op-
portunities, restore lands and waters, repair
facilities or trails, or increase energy and
water efficiency.
TITLE V—NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION
ENDOWMENT

Establishes in the National Park Founda-
tion a special account to be known as the
Second Century Endowment for the National
Park Service, consisting of gifts or bequests
provided for this purpose. The National Park
Foundation may use the funds deposited in
the Endowment for projects and activities
approved by the Secretary that further the
mission and purposes of the National Park
Service.

TITLE VI—NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SECOND

CENTURY FUND

Establishes in the Treasury an account to
be known as the National Park Service Sec-
ond Century Fund, with funds remaining
available to the Secretary of the Interior
until expended and available without further
appropriation. Funds may only be used if
matched, on a 1-to-1 basis, by nonfederal do-
nations to the National Park Service for
specified projects and programs

Funds the account with two sources of
funding: (1) fees in addition to the daily cost
of lodging or camping within a unit of the
national park system; and (2) funds from
amounts above $10.00 that are collected from
purchases of the lifetime pass for citizens 62
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years of age or older (passes would be avail-
able at the same cost as the National Parks
and Federal Recreational Lands Pass).

TITLE VII—NATIONAL PARK NEXT GENERATION
STEWARDS
NPS Interpretation and Education Authority

Provides clear authority for the interpre-
tation and education work of the National
Park Service by consolidating a number of
disparate authorities currently used.

Directs the Secretary of the Interior to en-
sure that management of National Park Sys-
tem units and related areas is enhanced by
the availability and utilization of a broad
program of the highest quality interpreta-
tion and education.

Public Lands Corps Amendments

Raises the age limit for participation in
the Public Lands Corps from 25 to 30. This
section also would provide non-competitive
hiring status to a former Public Lands Corps
member from the current 120 days after the
member’s service is completed to a period of
up to two years.

Volunteers in Parks

Removes the $3.5 million authorization
ceiling for the Volunteers in the Parks to ac-
commodate the funding needed to support
this growing program.

TITLE VIII—NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VISITOR

SERVICE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to
establish the National Park Service Visitor
Services Management Authority (VMSA) to
award and manage contracts for the oper-
ation of commercial visitor services pro-
grams and activities.

Authorizes the establishment of a VSMA
operating board, a director of the VSMA, and
the hiring of staff.

Authorizes the use of funds collected by
the VSMA from the contracts awarded to be
available for expenditure by the VSMA in
furtherance of the purposes of the law.

TITLE IX—INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to
enter into agreements for the creation of re-
productions of a museum object in which the
object and its intellectual property rights
are under the control of the Secretary. The
agreements may include provisions for the
collection of fees or royalties, which can be
retained and used by the park or repository
where the museum object is held.

TITLE X—NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior
and the Director of the National Park Serv-
ice as ex officio members of the National
Park Foundation board.

Authorizes appropriations of $25 million
for each of fiscal years 2016 through 2026 to
National Park Foundation, and prohibits the
use of these finds for administrative ex-
penses of the Foundation.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 307—RECOG-
NIZING NATIONAL NATIVE
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
AND CELEBRATING THE HERIT-
AGES AND CULTURES OF NA-
TIVE AMERICANS AND THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF NATIVE AMERI-
CANS TO THE UNITED STATES

Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. CoLLINS, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
GARDNER, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH,
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Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. McCAIN, Mr.
MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. ENZI, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
JOHNSON, and Mr. REID) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. REs. 307

Whereas from November 1, 2015, through
November 30, 2015, the United States cele-
brates National Native American Heritage
Month;

Whereas National Native American Herit-
age Month is an opportunity to consider and
recognize the contributions of Native Ameri-
cans to the history of the United States;

Whereas Native Americans are descendants
of the original, indigenous inhabitants of
what is now the United States;

Whereas the Bureau of the Census esti-
mated that in 2010, there were more than
5,000,000 individuals of Native American de-
scent in the United States;

Whereas Native Americans maintain vi-
brant cultures and traditions and hold a
deeply rooted sense of community;

Whereas Native Americans have moving
stories of tragedy, triumph, and persever-
ance that need to be shared with future gen-
erations;

Whereas Native Americans speak and pre-
serve indigenous languages, which have con-
tributed to the English language by being
used as names of individuals and locations
throughout the United States;

Whereas Congress has consistently re-
affirmed the support of the United States of
tribal self-governance and self-determination
and the commitment of the United States to
improving the lives of all Native Americans
y—

(1) enhancing health care and law enforce-
ment resources; and

(2) improving the housing and socio-
economic status of Native Americans;

Whereas the United States is committed to
strengthening the government-to-govern-
ment relationship that the United States has
maintained with the various Indian tribes;

Whereas Congress has recognized the con-
tributions of the Iroquois Confederacy, and
the influence of the Iroquois Confederacy on
the Founding Fathers in the drafting of the
Constitution of the United States with the
concepts of—

(1) freedom of speech;

(2) the separation of governmental powers;
and

(3) the system of checks and balances be-
tween the branches of government;

Whereas, with the enactment of the Native
American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public
Law 111-33; 123 Stat. 1922), Congress—

(1) reaffirmed the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between the United States
and Native American governments; and

(2) recognized the important contributions
of Native Americans to the culture of the
United States;

Whereas Native Americans have made dis-
tinct and important contributions to the
United States and the rest of the world in
many fields, including the fields of agri-
culture, medicine, music, language, and art;

Whereas Native Americans have distin-
guished themselves as inventors, entre-
preneurs, spiritual leaders, and scholars;

Whereas Native Americans have served
with honor and distinction in the Armed
Forces, and continue to serve in the Armed
Forces in greater numbers per capita than
any other group in the United States;
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Whereas the United States has recognized
the contribution of the Native American
code talkers in World War I and World War
II, who used indigenous languages as an un-
breakable military code, saving countless
lives in the United States; and

Whereas the people of the United States
have reason to honor the great achievements
and contributions of Native Americans and
their ancestors: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the month of November 2015,
as National Native American Heritage
Month;

(2) recognizes the Friday after Thanks-
giving as ‘“Native American Heritage Day”’
in accordance with section 2(10) of the Native
American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public
Law 111-33; 123 Stat. 1923); and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
observe National Native American Heritage
Month and Native American Heritage Day
with appropriate programs and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 308—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 20,
2015, AS THE “NATIONAL DAY ON
WRITING”

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. ROB-
ERTS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 308

Whereas people in the 21st century are
writing more than ever before for personal,
professional, and civic purposes;

Whereas the social nature of writing in-
vites people of every age, profession, and
walk of life to create meaning through com-
posing;

Whereas more and more people in every oc-
cupation consider writing to be essential and
influential in their work;

Whereas writers continue to learn how to
write for different purposes, audiences, and
occasions throughout their lifetimes;

Whereas developing digital technologies
expand the possibilities for composing in
multiple media at a faster pace than ever be-
fore;

Whereas young people are leading the way
in developing new forms of composing by
using different forms of digital media;

Whereas effective communication contrib-
utes to building a global economy and a
global community;

Whereas the National Council of Teachers
of English, in conjunction with its many na-
tional and local partners, honors and cele-
brates the importance of writing through the
National Day on Writing;

Whereas the National Day on Writing cele-
brates the foundational place of writing in
the personal, professional, and civic lives of
the people of the United States;

Whereas the National Day on Writing high-
lights the importance of writing instruction
and practice at every educational level and
in every subject area;

Whereas the National Day on Writing em-
phasizes the lifelong process of learning to
write and compose for different audiences,
purposes, and occasions;

Whereas the National Day on Writing hon-
ors the use of the full range of media for
composing, from traditional tools like print,
audio, and video to Internet website tools
like blogs, wikis, and podcasts; and

Whereas the National Day on Writing en-
courages all people of the United States to
write, enjoy, and learn from the writing of
others: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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