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(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2119, a bill to provide for
greater congressional oversight of
Iran’s nuclear program, and for other
purposes.
S. 2123
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2123, a bill to reform sen-
tencing laws and correctional institu-
tions, and for other purposes.
S. 2127
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2127, a bill to provide appropriate pro-
tections to probationary Federal em-
ployees, to provide the Special Counsel
with adequate access to information,
to provide greater awareness of Federal
whistleblower protections, and for
other purposes.
S. 2152
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator from I1-
linois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. GARDNER), the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the
Senator from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) and
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. KIRK)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2152, a
bill to establish a comprehensive
United States Government policy to
encourage the efforts of countries in
sub-Saharan Africa to develop an ap-
propriate mix of power solutions, in-
cluding renewable energy, for more
broadly distributed electricity access
in order to support poverty reduction,
promote development outcomes, and
drive economic growth, and for other
purposes.
S. 2193
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2193, a bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to increase pen-
alties for individuals who illegally re-
enter the United States after being re-
moved and for other purposes.
S. RES. 275
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. MUR-
PHY) were added as cosponsors of S.
Res. 275, a resolution calling on Con-
gress, schools, and State and local edu-
cational agencies to recognize the sig-
nificant educational implications of
dyslexia that must be addressed and
designating October 2015 as ‘‘National
Dyslexia Awareness Month’.
S. RES. 283
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 283, a resolution designating Octo-
ber 2015 as ‘‘Filipino American History
Month”.
S. RES. 287
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, his
name and the names of the Senator
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from Nevada (Mr. REID), the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from New Hampshire (Ms.
AYOTTE), the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Mr. BARRASSO), the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. BENNET), the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL),
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the Senator
from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL), the
Senator from West Virginia (Mrs. CAP-
ITO), the Senator from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN), the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. COATS), the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the
Senator from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS),
the Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
CORKER), the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN), the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. COTTON), the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. CRAPO), the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CrRUZ), the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES), the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. DONNELLY), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. ENZzI), the Senator from
Iowa (Mrs. ERNST), the Senator from
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER), the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), the
Senator from Minnesota (Mr.
FRANKEN), the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER), the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the
Senator from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY), the
Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH), the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH), the Senator from North Dakota
(Ms. HEITKAMP), the Senator from Ne-
vada (Mr. HELLER), the Senator from
Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON),
the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHN-
SON), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE), the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING), the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK), the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. LEE), the Senator
from West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY), the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN), the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCCASKILL), the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Sen-
ator from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI),
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN),
the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI), the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator
from Florida (Mr. NELSON), the Senator
from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator
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from Georgia (Mr. PERDUE), the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Mr. PETERS), the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. REED),
the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH),
the Senator from XKansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS), the Senator from South Dakota
(Mr. ROUNDS), the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. RUBIO), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Senator
from Nebraska (Mr. SASSE), the Sen-
ator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ), the
Senator from New York (Mr. SCHUMER),
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
SCOoTT), the Senator from Alabama (Mr.
SESSIONS), the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), the
Senator from Michigan (Ms. STABE-
NOW), the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN), the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER), the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS), the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY),
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
UDALL), the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER), the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER), the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN), the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) and the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 287, a resolution
condemning the senseless murder and
wounding of 18 individuals (sons,
daughters, fathers, mothers, uncles,
aunts, cousins, students, and teachers)
in Roseburg, Oregon, on October 1, 2015.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. 2194. A bill to promote the use of
clean cookstoves and fuels to save
lives, improve livelihoods, empower
women, and protect the environment
by creating a thriving global market
for clean and efficient household cook-
ing solutions; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Clean Cook-
stoves and Fuels Support Act. This bill
addresses a serious global public health
and environmental issue. I am very
pleased to be joined in this effort by
my friend and colleague Senator DUR-
BIN.

Nearly half of the world’s people
cook over open fires or inefficient, pol-
luting, and unsafe cookstoves using ag-
ricultural waste, coal, dung, wood or
other solid fuels. Smoke from these
traditional cookstoves and open fires is
associated with chronic and acute dis-
eases that affect women and children
disproportionately. The black carbon
from these traditional cookstoves is
also a significant driver of air pollu-
tion and climate change.

Alarmingly, the World Health Orga-
nization found that in 2012 this type of
air pollution claimed 4.3 million lives.
Millions more are sickened from the
toxic fumes, and thousands suffer



October 22, 2015

burns annually from open fires or un-
safe cookstoves. The Global Burden of
Disease Study of 2010 doubled the mor-
tality estimates for exposure to smoke
from cookstoves, referred to as ‘‘house-
hold air pollution,” from 2 million to 4
million deaths annually. That is more
than the deaths from malaria, tuber-
culosis, and HIV/AIDS combined. This
same study ranks household air pollu-
tion as the fourth worst overall health
risk factor in the world and is the sec-
ond worst health risk factor in the
world for women and girls.

Traditional cookstoves also create
serious environmental problems. Re-
cent studies show that the emissions of
black carbon or common soot from
these cookstoves significantly con-
tribute to regional air pollution and
climate change. In fact, black carbon
emissions from residential cookstoves
in developing countries are responsible
for as much as 25 percent of black car-
bon emissions. Moreover, each family
can require up to two tons of cooking
fuel, and where the demand for fuel
outstrips the natural regrowth of re-
sources, local environmental degrada-
tion and loss of biodiversity can result.

The collection of this fuel is also a
burden that is shouldered dispropor-
tionately by women and children. In
some areas, women and girls risk rape
and other violence during the up to 20
hours per week they spend away from
their families gathering fuel. This
often means these women and girls
have far less time to pursue an edu-
cation, to generate income or to par-
ticipate in other community activities,
and this marginalizes their role in soci-
ety. A new report by McKinsey Global
Institute estimates that the world
economy could increase by between $12
trillion and $28 trillion over 10 years if
the participation of women was to
equal that of men.

Replacing these cookstoves with
modern alternatives would help reverse
these alarming health, environmental,
and economic trends, and it would be
relatively inexpensive. In fact, there
are stoves that are coming on the mar-
ket that cost as little as $20 that are 50
percent more efficient than the tradi-
tional cooking methods. It could also
be done quickly. It is what scientists
call the low-hanging fruit of environ-
mental and health fixes.

In 2010, the Global Alliance for Clean
Cookstoves was formed to help support
the adoption of clean cookstoves in 100
million households in the developing
world by the year 2020. Recognizing the
serious health and environmental
issues posed by traditional cookstoves,
the Alliance aims to save lives, im-
prove livelihoods, empower women, and
combat pollution by creating a thriv-
ing global market for clean and effi-
cient household cooking stoves. Alli-
ance partners are working together to
help overcome the market barriers
that currently impede the production,
development, and distribution of clean
cookstoves in developing countries.

During the first 5 years of the Alli-
ance, the U.S. Government played a

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

key role in supporting this important
endeavor, including through financial
assistance that surpassed the original
funding commitments. Led by the De-
partment of State, 11 Federal agencies
have invested more than $114 million in
clean cookstoves and fuel initiatives to
date. For the next 5 years of the Alli-
ance, our government has announced
anticipated commitments of another
$175 million.

To date, our government has focused
its efforts on applied research and de-
velopment, diplomatic engagement to
encourage a market for clean cook-
stoves and to improve access to them,
international development projects to
support clean cookstove businesses en-
gaging women entrepreneurs, and sup-
porting the adoption of clean and effi-
cient cooking solutions by providing
some financial assistance.

The legislation Senator DURBIN and I
are introducing today strengthens
these important commitments by re-
quiring the Secretary of State—in con-
sultation with the relevant Federal
agencies and in coordination with
international NGOs and private and
other government entities—to advance
the goals and work of the Alliance. In
addition, the bill would formally au-
thorize the funding commitments al-
ready made by our government for the
next 5 years, through the year 2020, to
ensure that these important pledges to-
ward preventing unnecessary illness
and reducing pollution around the
globe are met.

By supporting the work of the Alli-
ance and the commitment of the U.S.
Government to replace traditional
cookstoves with modern versions that
emit far less soot, this bill aims to ben-
efit directly some of the world’s poor-
est people and to reduce the harmful
pollution that affects all of us. It offers
a way for us to address the second larg-
est contributor to climate change in a
way that is inexpensive, not burden-
some to the people of our country, and
that will benefit poor people living in
developing nations.

There is lots of disagreement on
many proposals that have been ad-
vanced to address climate change, but
this is one that should unite all of us.
It will help to improve the health of
women and children, in particular, who
bear the burden of working over these
dirty cookstoves in developing coun-
tries, and it will reduce carbon soot in
our atmosphere—the second biggest
contributor to greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It will do so without requiring
those of us in our country to change
our ways.

I urge my colleagues to join Senator
DURBIN and me in supporting the Clean
Cookstoves and Fuels Support Act.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 292—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE AVAIL-
ABILITY OF HIGH-QUALITY
CHILDCARE FOR WORKING PAR-
ENTS SHOULD BE INCREASED

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BOXER, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. CASEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MURPHY,
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. UDALL, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions:

S. RES. 292

Whereas working parents depend on high-
quality childcare so they can work and sup-
port their families;

Whereas over 60 percent of children under
5, and Y2 of grade school-aged children, are in
a regular childcare arrangement;

Whereas United States businesses lose
$3,000,000,000 annually due to employee ab-
senteeism resulting from child care chal-
lenges, which weakens the stable and reli-
able childcare system that is essential for
the economy;

Whereas childcare is difficult to find for
millions of families, particularly the nearly
9,000,000 parents who work non-standard
hours, because only 8 percent of childcare
centers provide evening or weekend care;

Whereas most middle-class families strug-
gle to afford high-quality childcare;

Whereas the median annual aggregate cost
of full-time care for an infant and a 4-year-
old in a childcare center is nearly $16,000;

Whereas the average annual cost of center-
based childcare for an infant is over %2 of the
income of a family of 3 living at the poverty
level in 21 States;

Whereas high-quality childcare and early
education, especially for disadvantaged chil-
dren, helps children thrive in school and be-
yond by—

(1) decreasing special education placement
and reducing grade retention;

(2) decreasing child abuse and neglect and
juvenile arrests;

(3) increasing high school graduation and
college attendance; and

(4) increasing employment;

Whereas the eligibility requirements to re-
ceive assistance under the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 9858 et seq.) (referred to in this pre-
amble as the “CCDBG”’), the primary source
of Federal funding support for childcare, ex-
clude most United States children from Fed-
eral childcare assistance;

Whereas the CCDBG serves only a fraction
of families eligible for Federal support, with
only 17 percent of eligible children receiving
Federal childcare assistance, the lowest per-
centage since 1997;

Whereas these issues affect all families,
but disproportionately affect women be-
cause—

(1) over 95 percent of the formal childcare
workforce is comprised of women; and

(2) women do most of the unpaid childcare
work in families;

Whereas increased pay for workers in the
childcare industry improves the quality of
childcare for young children;
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