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pleasure to recognize his years of hard 
work and dedication to Las Vegas’ His-
panic business community. I am proud 
to call Otto a friend. 

Otto was born in Havana, Cuba, and 
came to the United States in the early 
1960s through a historic U.S. mission in 
Cuba known as Operation Peter Pan. 
He attended high school in Wil-
mington, DE, and received an associate 
degree from North Florida Junior Col-
lege and a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the University of Florida. 
After graduating, he worked with Vol-
unteers In Service to America, VISTA, 
in Massachusetts as a community orga-
nizer and social worker. He then left 
VISTA and worked for the Fitchburg 
Chamber of Commerce. 

He later came to Las Vegas in 1974 
and began working for Nevada’s De-
partment of Education and the Com-
prehensive Employment and Training 
Program. As someone who has traveled 
to Cuba and spent time with the peo-
ple, I recognize the importance of nor-
malizing some relations with this 
country. This is why I support lifting 
travel restrictions to and from Cuba. I 
am proud to see Otto represent his 
country in such a positive manner 
within our Nevada community. Begin-
ning in 1976, Otto helped organize Las 
Vegas’ Latin Chamber of Commerce, 
LCC, and in 1978 became the executive 
director. In 2005, he was named presi-
dent and chief executive officer of the 
LCC and the LCC Community Founda-
tion. This successful body now has over 
13,000 members and is the premier 
Latin chamber serving the great State 
of Nevada. I am grateful that our State 
has had someone like Otto leading this 
incredible organization for so many 
years. He is one of a kind and will be 
missed. 

Without a doubt, Otto’s work has had 
a great impact on Las Vegas’ Hispanic 
businesses both large and small. 
Through his unwavering commitment, 
the Hispanic business community con-
tinues to grow and prosper. Otto has 
not only worked to build Las Vegas’ 
Hispanic businesses in times of eco-
nomic stability, but also helped to 
keep hard-working southern Nevada 
businessowners on their feet in times 
of great downturn. Along with his work 
to support local businesses, he has also 
focused on philanthropic work, helping 
foster young Hispanic leaders through 
the Latino Youth Leadership Con-
ference since 1993. In addition, he has 
contributed greatly in helping to grow 
scholarship funds to go towards higher 
education for Las Vegas’ Hispanic 
youth. This community is fortunate 
that Otto has served as an ally and 
leader for decades. To say he has had a 
positive impact on Las Vegas’ Hispanic 
business community would be an un-
derstatement. The strong foundation 
he has built will be felt for years to 
come. 

I ask my colleagues and all Nevadans 
to join me in thanking Otto for his 
dedication to both Las Vegas’ Hispanic 
business community and the LCC and 

in congratulating him on his retire-
ment. He exemplifies the highest 
standards of leadership and service and 
should be proud of his long and mean-
ingful career. I wish him well in all of 
his future endeavors.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WALTER GALVIN 

∑ Ms. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, 
today I would like to recognize and 
thank Walter Galvin for his years of 
service with Emerson, a great em-
ployer for 125 years in the State of Mis-
souri. Walt joined Emerson in 1973 and 
has had an enormous impact on the 
company and the St. Louis community. 

Walt’s service with Emerson began as 
the controller at the Ridge Tool sub-
sidiary. In 1993, he was named chief fi-
nancial officer of Emerson and served 
in this role for 17 years. During his 
time as CFO, he served as a manage-
ment member of Emerson’s Board of 
Directors and as vice chairman. Walt 
retired from Emerson in February of 
2013, but worked for Emerson for an-
other 2 years to lend his expertise and 
knowledge to the next generation of 
company leaders. 

Walt’s experience working at Emer-
son provided him with the insight nec-
essary to influence positive change in 
U.S. lawmaking. In 2004, he was di-
rectly involved in the passage of the 
American Jobs Creation Act, which in-
cluded many provisions intended to 
incentivize and expand domestic manu-
facturing. He appeared as a witness 
many times before committees in the 
House and Senate, shedding light on 
the struggle American companies face 
in such a competitive international en-
vironment and lending his expertise to 
discussions of our Tax Code and com-
prehensive tax reform. 

He served as a member of the Board 
Of Directors of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and as vice chairman and 
later, chairman of the Chamber’s tax 
committee in Washington, DC. He also 
served on the board of the National As-
sociation of Manufacturers, NAM, and, 
for a time, as the chairman of NAM’s 
tax committee. Other companies such 
as Ameren Corporation, F.M. Global 
Insurance, and Aegion Corporation also 
count Walt as a director. 

In addition to his service to Emerson 
and broader policy discussions, Walt 
was active in charitable endeavors in 
the St. Louis community. He served on 
the board of Interco Charitable Foun-
dation, the United Way of Greater St. 
Louis, and is the past president of the 
Saint Louis Zoo Association and Car-
dinal Glennon Children’s Hospital. 

St. Louis and the entire State of Mis-
souri are very lucky to have such a 
dedicated community leader making a 
difference on a local, State, and na-
tional level. I ask all of my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing Walter 
Galvin’s impact on American busi-
nesses and leaders nationwide.∑ 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:04 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to 
the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. 3116) to extend by 15 years 
the authority of the Secretary of Com-
merce to conduct the quarterly finan-
cial report program. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 10:46 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 3116. An act to extend by 15 years the 
authority of the Secretary of Commerce to 
conduct the quarterly financial report pro-
gram. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

At 10:54 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 1362. An act to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to clarify waiver authority 
regarding programs of all-inclusive care for 
the elderly (PACE programs). 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 692. An act to ensure the payment of 
interest and principal of the debt of the 
United States. 

At 1:42 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 10. An act to reauthorize the Scholar-
ships for Opportunity and Results Act, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 2193. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to increase penalties for 
individuals who illegally reenter the United 
States after being removed and for other 
purposes. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 2200. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to strengthen equal 
pay requirements. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3238. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
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Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Pesticides; Agricultural Worker Pro-
tection Standard Revisions’’ ((RIN2070–AJ22) 
(FRL No. 9931–81)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on October 9, 2015; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–3239. A communication from the Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Cred-
it Administration, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the Administra-
tion’s 2015 compensation program adjust-
ments; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–3240. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Legislative Affairs Division, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘NRCS Procedures for Granting Equitable 
Relief’’ (RIN0578–AA57) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 15, 2015; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–3241. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator of the Fruit and Vege-
table Programs, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Olives Grown in California; In-
creased Assessment Rate’’ (Docket No. AMS– 
FV–14–0105) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 19, 2015; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–3242. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator of the Fruit and Vege-
table Programs, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Clarification of United States 
Antitrust Laws, Immunity, and Liability 
Under Marketing Order Programs’’ (Docket 
No. AMS–FV–14–0072) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 19, 
2015; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–3243. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator of the Cotton and To-
bacco Program, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Cotton Research and Promotion 
Program: Procedures for Conduct of Sign-up 
Period’’ (Docket No. AMS–CN–12–0059) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 19, 2015; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–3244. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility’’ ((44 CFR Part 64) (Docket No. 
FEMA–2015–0001)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 19, 
2015; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–3245. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director for Legislative Affairs, Bureau 
of Consumer Financial Protection, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Amendments Relating to Small 
Creditors and Rural or Underserved Areas 
Under the Truth in Lending Act (Regulation 
Z)’’ (RIN3170–AA43) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on October 13, 2015; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs . 

EC–3246. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to the export to the 
People’s Republic of China of items not det-
rimental to the U.S. space launch industry; 

to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–3247. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Kentucky Regulatory 
Program’’ ((SATS No. KY–253–FOR) (Docket 
No. OSM–2009–0014)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on October 14, 2015; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–3248. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Ohio Regulatory Pro-
gram’’ ((SATS No. OH–254–FOR) (Docket No. 
OSM–2012–0012)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–3249. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, Office of Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Enforcement, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Pennsylvania 
Regulatory Program’’ ((SATS No. PA–154– 
FOR) (Docket No. OSM–2010–0002)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo-
ber 14, 2015; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–3250. A communication from the Divi-
sion of Legislative Affairs and Correspond-
ence, Bureau of Land Management, Depart-
ment of the Interior , transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the final map and corridor boundary 
description for the Crooked Wild and Scenic 
River, Segment B, in Oregon; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–3251. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, Office of Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Enforcement, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the 2012 Annual Report for the Office of Sur-
face Mining Reclamation and Enforcement; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–3252. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; Arizona, Phoenix-Mesa; 
2008 Ozone Standard Requirements’’ (FRL 
No. 9935–56–Region 9) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 9, 2015; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–3253. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Delaware; 
Low Emission Vehicle Program’’ (FRL No. 
9935–58–Region 3) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on October 9, 2015; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–3254. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Minnesota; Infra-
structure SIP Requirements for the 2008 
Ozone, 2010 NO2, 2010 SO2, and 2012 PM2.5 
NAAQS’’ (FRL No. 9935–17–Region 5) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo-
ber 9, 2015; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–3255. A communication from the Chief 
of the Endangered Species Listing Branch, 

Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Designation 
of Critical Habitat for Diplacus 
vandenbergensis (Vandenberg 
Monkeyflower)’’ (RIN1018–AZ33) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo-
ber 14, 2015; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–3256. A communication from the Chief 
of the Endangered Species Listing Branch, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 4(d) Rule for 
the Georgetown Salamander’’ (RIN1018– 
BA32) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2015; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–3257. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of the Endangered Species Listing 
Branch, Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Endangered Species Status for Trichomanes 
punctatum ssp. floridanum (Florida Bristle 
Fern)’’ (RIN1018–AY97) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2015; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–3258. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of the Endangered Species Listing 
Branch, Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Designation of Critical Habitat for the Da-
kota Skipper and Poweshiek Skipperling’’ 
(RIN1018–AZ58) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–3259. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of the Endangered Species Listing 
Branch, Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Endangered Status for 16 Species and 
Threatened Status for 7 Species in Micro-
nesia’’ (RIN1018–BA13) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2015; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–3260. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish 
and Wildlife and Parks, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘2015–2016 Refuge-Specific Hunting 
and Sport Fishing Regulations’’ (RIN1018– 
BA57) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2015; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–3261. A communication from the Chief 
of the Foreign Species Branch, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened 
Wildlife and Plants; Listing the Honduran 
Emerald Hummingbird (Amazilia luciae)’’ 
(RIN1018–AY64) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–3262. A communication from the Wild-
life Biologist, Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Migratory Bird Hunting; Migratory Bird 
Hunting Regulations on Certain Federal In-
dian Reservations and Ceded Lands for the 
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2015–16 Early Season’’ (RIN1018–BA67) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2015; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–3263. A communication from the Wild-
life Biologist, Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Migratory Bird Hunting; Early Seasons and 
Bag and Possession Limits for Certain Mi-
gratory Game Birds in the Contiguous 
United States, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
and the Virgin Islands’’ (RIN1018–BA67) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2015; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–3264. A communication from the Wild-
life Biologist, Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Migratory Bird Hunting; Final Frameworks 
for Early-Season Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations’’ (RIN1018–BA67) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2015; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–3265. A communication from the Wild-
life Biologist, Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Migratory Bird Hunting; Migratory Bird 
Hunting Regulations on Certain Federal In-
dian Reservations and Ceded Lands for the 
2015–16 Late Season’’ (RIN1018–BA67) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2015; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–3266. A communication from the Wild-
life Biologist, Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Migratory Bird Hunting; Late Seasons and 
Bag Possession Limits for Certain Migratory 
Game Birds’’ (RIN1018–BA67) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2015; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–3267. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Visas: 
Documentation of Nonimmigrants under the 
Immigration and Nationality Act, as Amend-
ed’’ (RIN1400–AD17) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on October 14, 2015; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–3268. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report consistent with the Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force Against Iraq 
Resolution of 2002 (P.L. 107–243) and the Au-
thorization for the Use of Force Against Iraq 
Resolution of 1991 (P.L. 102–1) for the June 
15, 2015–August 14, 2015 reporting period; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–3269. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 15–069); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–3270. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Administration’s FAIR Act 2012 and 
2013 Commercial Activities Inventories, the 
FAIR Act 2012 and 2013 Inherently Govern-
ment Inventories, and the 2012 and 2013 FAIR 
Act Executive Summary; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–3271. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Federal Retirement Thrift In-
vestment Board, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Default In-
vestment Fund’’ (5 CFR Part 1600; 5 CFR 
Part 1601; 5 CFR Part 1651) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc-
tober 19, 2015; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3272. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief of the Cybersecurity and Commu-
nications Reliability Division, Public Safety 
and Homeland Security Bureau, Federal 
Communications Commission, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Ensuring Continuity of 911 Communica-
tions’’ ((FCC 15–98) (PS Docket No. 14–174)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 13, 2015; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3273. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, National Science Foundation, 
transmitting draft legislation entitled ‘‘Ant-
arctic Nongovernmental Activity Prepared-
ness Act of 2015’’; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3274. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Section 73.1216 of the Commission’s 
Rules Related to Broadcast Licensee-Con-
ducted Contests’’ ((FCC 15–118) (MB Docket 
No. 14–226)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 1, 2015; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–78. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
urging the United States Congress to take 
all necessary action to prohibit any force 
structure changes, to prohibit any transfer 
of AH–64 Apache helicopters from the Na-
tional Guard, and maintain the Army Na-
tional Guard at 350,200 soldiers until the Na-
tional Commission on the Future of the 
Army has reported its findings to Congress 
in February 2016; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 149 
Whereas, The United States Army plans to 

transfer all National Guard AH–64 Apache 
helicopters to active duty as part of the 
United States Army’s Restructuring Initia-
tive; and 

Whereas, The United States Army has 
marked Pennsylvania’s 55th Armored Bri-
gade Combat Team (ABCT) for inactivation; 
and 

Whereas, The 55th ABCT is headquartered 
in Scranton, extends over the eastern por-
tion of Pennsylvania and approximately 3,500 
Pennsylvanians serve with the 55th ABCT; 
and 

Whereas, Congress established the Na-
tional Commission on the Future of the 
Army, which is tasked with completing an 
independent study on the proper size, force 
mixture and force generation requirements 
for the army, and this commission is re-
quired to report its findings during February 
2016; and 

Whereas, This comprehensive assessment 
will provide Congressional members the op-
portunity to review and legislate in response 
to the commission’s recommendations; and 

Whereas, There are 24 AH–64 Apache heli-
copters authorized for the Pennsylvania 

Army National Guard (PAARNG) with a sig-
nificant portion of the allotment stationed 
at the John Murtha Johnstown-Cambria 
County Airport; and 

Whereas, Transferring the Apache heli-
copters would result in the loss of 350 part- 
time personnel from the 1–104th Attack Bat-
talion and the stationing of PAARNG is an 
important economic driver in the Johnstown 
area with an estimated impact of nearly $45 
million; and 

Whereas, The economic necessity and the 
maintenance of critical national defense 
units in the Johnstown area, including the 1– 
104th Attack Battalion PAARNG and its 
complement of Apache helicopters, dictates 
that the United States Army reverse its de-
cision to redeploy the helicopters; and 

Whereas, Units from the 55th ABCT have 
deployed multiple times since 9/11, including 
deployments to Kosovo, Kuwait, Egypt, Iraq 
and Afghanistan and units from the brigade 
have earned multiple Navy Unit Commenda-
tions and Meritorious Unit Commendations; 
and 

Whereas, The army’s current force pro-
posals reduce the total Army National Guard 
end strength from 350,200 to 342,000 during 
fiscal year 2016, and further, from 342,000 to 
335,000 during fiscal year 2017; and 

Whereas, Since 2000, the army has cut the 
Army National Guard by 14 Brigade Combat 
Teams and increased the active army by 12 
Brigade Combat Teams, which have resulted 
in a shift from the majority of force struc-
ture residing with the Army National Guard 
to the majority of the force structure con-
tained within the active army; and 

Whereas, The geographical location of 
Pennsylvania in relation to the entire north-
east corridor places the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard in a strategically accessible po-
sition that can effectively respond at the 
Federal and State level when needed for do-
mestic emergencies or armed conflicts; and 

Whereas, The National Guard represents 
the best economic value for the United 
States validated by the Department of De-
fense stating in 2013 that a drilling guards-
man is about 15% the cost of an active com-
ponent soldier; and 

Whereas, When Title 10 mobilized duty, a 
national guard soldier only cost 80 to 95% as 
much as an active component soldier: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved (the House of Representatives con-
curring), That the General Assembly urge 
the United States Army to reverse its deci-
sion to deactivate the 55th Armored Brigade 
Combat Team and to reverse its decision to 
transfer any National Guard AH–64 Apache 
helicopters to active duty; and be it further 

Resolved, That the General Assembly urge 
Congress to take all necessary action to pro-
hibit any force structure changes, to pro-
hibit any transfer of AH–64 Apache heli-
copters from the National Guard, and main-
tain the Army National Guard at 350,200 sol-
diers until the National Commission on the 
Future of the Army has reported its findings 
to Congress in February 2016; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the Secretary of Defense and to each 
member of Congress from Pennsylvania. 

POM–79. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
urging the President of the United States 
and the United States Congress to consider 
imposing tariffs on imported anthracite coal 
in order to preserve American jobs; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 54 
Whereas, The anthracite coal industry ac-

counts for more than 1,000 Pennsylvania 
jobs; and 
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