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Yet, dark masses of boot polish and young 

courage—fighting knives gripped tightly in 
hand, elements purged consciously from 
thought—advanced against the Wehrmacht 
and held strong against forces of fascism. 

The Devil’s Brigade, heeding Churchill’s 
call for ‘‘specially trained troops of the hun-
ter class’’ who might unleash ‘‘a reign of ter-
ror’’ against the Nazis, became a feared ad-
versary. 

But these ‘‘Devils’’ only rented space in 
the shadows. They moved within darkness in 
order to defeat it. 

And today, here they are. Champions of 
freedom. Heroes in two nations. Saviors to 
many others. 

To you, we offer our most profound grati-
tude for distinguished service. 

To the families gathered today, know that 
your loved one made a difference. Know that 
the veteran you’ve loved made a contribu-
tion to history that we as a people will not 
soon forget. 

As the son of a World War II veteran, I’m 
particularly determined to ensure we don’t. 

That’s why we will soon dedicate the high-
est civilian honor Congress can bestow. 

It may only be a piece of metal, but it car-
ries the gratitude of a nation. 

May you always remember it. 

f 

KENTUCKIANS CELEBRATING THE 
VIETNAMESE LUNAR NEW YEAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
wish our friends in the Vietnamese- 
American community in Louisville, 
KY, and across the Commonwealth, a 
very merry celebration of Tet Nguyen 
Dan. Tet Nguyen Dan means ‘‘first 
day,’’ and is the celebration of the Vi-
etnamese Lunar New Year and the ar-
rival of Spring. The Lunar New Year is 
the most important celebration in tra-
ditional Vietnamese culture. This year 
it falls on February 19. 

The celebration of the Lunar New 
Year lasts for several days. It is seen as 
the precursor for events of the coming 
year, and therefore is celebrated by 
paying homage to one’s ancestors, hav-
ing family reunions, and paying old 
debts. 

At midnight of the Lunar New Year, 
the event is celebrated with fire-
crackers, gongs, and drums. Children 
wear new clothes to visit their rel-
atives, and elders offer children little 
red envelopes full of money. 

The festival then continues for sev-
eral days with special events on each 
day. Many traditional foods are served 
during the Lunar New Year celebra-
tions, including banh chung, a dish 
made of sticky rice, and mung beans 
and pork, all wrapped in banana leaves. 

Of course, one doesn’t have to be in 
Vietnam to celebrate the Lunar New 
Year. Louisville has a strong and vi-
brant Vietnamese-American commu-
nity that contributes to the mosaic 
that is the River City, and this year 
they will celebrate the Lunar New Year 
with great gusto. Celebrations are 
scheduled across the city for several 
days. 

I know that Louisville and the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky are better off 
for the values that Vietnamese-Ameri-
cans celebrate during Tet Nguyen 
Dan—love of family, appreciation of 

one’s elders and ancestors, and opti-
mism about the times ahead. I convey 
to my friends in Kentucky’s Viet-
namese-American community my best 
wishes and I ask my U.S. Senate col-
leagues to join me in wishing them a 
happy, healthy, and prosperous Lunar 
New Year. 

f 

CLAY HUNT SUICIDE PREVENTION 
FOR AMERICAN VETERANS ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am a 
proud cosponsor of the Clay Hunt Sui-
cide Prevention for American Veterans 
Act and am pleased my colleagues 
chose to support it unanimously. The 
bill is designed to help reduce—and 
hopefully eliminate—veteran suicides 
by improving access to and quality of 
mental health care for veterans. 

An estimated 22 veterans a day take 
their own lives. That is twice as high 
as the general population. Veterans of 
all ages and from all wars are affected 
by conditions that can contribute to 
depression and thoughts of suicide. We 
are learning more and more, for exam-
ple, about how common post-traumatic 
stress disorder is among our returning 
heroes. PTSD can surface years—even 
decades—after a veteran was in com-
bat. It is one of many factors that con-
tribute to this disheartening problem. 

The number of suicides is dispropor-
tionately high, however, for veterans 
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Young men and women just out of the 
service and receiving health care from 
the government committed suicide at 
nearly three times the rate of active- 
duty troops in 2012. We have to work 
harder to make sure our heroes have 
access to the help they need. 

The Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention 
for American Veterans Act will create 
a peer support and community out-
reach pilot program to connect 
transitioning service members with 
programs that could help them. The 
bill will create a pilot program to 
repay the loan debt of psychiatry stu-
dents so it is easier to recruit them to 
work at the VA. It also will improve 
the accountability of VA mental health 
and suicide-prevention programs by re-
quiring an annual evaluation. 

Today, in a bipartisan fashion, the 
Senate said we need to do more to 
make sure our heroes have access to 
the assistance they need. I hope the 
step we took here today helps many 
veterans regain a path to wellness and 
happiness. 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commend my colleagues for 
swift passage of the Clay Hunt Suicide 
Prevention for American Veterans Act. 
This act will build upon the Veterans 
Choice Act and put in place needed 
measures to improve responsiveness, 
reporting, oversight and accountability 
for mental health outreach, interven-
tion, treatment, and counseling in the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Some-
times the greatest hurdle for ailing 
veterans is just getting started. There 
is nothing more frustrating and poten-

tially demoralizing and debilitating for 
a veteran in crisis to seek mental 
health care from the VA and be told he 
will have to wait weeks or months for 
an appointment because VA facilities 
lack sufficient personnel with an ex-
pertise in psychiatric medicine to pro-
vide timely care. Left to fend on their 
own, many veterans become depressed 
and feel powerless, some resort to high- 
risk behaviors, from isolation, self- 
medication with alcohol and prescrip-
tion drugs, to suicide. 

This bill authorizes a pilot program 
to expand the VA’s capacity to help 
repay loans incurred by individuals 
who are eligible to practice psychiatric 
medicine and agree to serve the VA in 
that field. In doing so, we recognize 
that serving veterans is a noble cause 
that some are called to, but working in 
such a demanding field requires eco-
nomic incentives, especially in areas 
where abundant career options exist or 
in more remote locales, where attract-
ing talent is difficult for the VA. 

The Clay Hunt Act also facilitates 
greater veteran’s access through a con-
solidated interactive website, where 
veterans can visit from the privacy of 
their own home or wherever they may 
be when the need arises. 

Most importantly, the bill directs VA 
to establish a pilot program for com-
munity-based support networks in the 
VA’s Integrated Service Networks to 
ease the transition of veterans and pro-
vide peer-based support for those who 
are encountering difficulties coping 
with those life changes. These commu-
nity outreach teams at each medical 
center will be aimed at getting care to 
the point of need with the least 
amount of delay and help those vet-
erans who are unwilling or unable to 
seek professional help on their own. 

Make no mistake, the suicides of our 
veterans are preventable with the right 
intervention and proper continuum of 
care. When a veteran takes their own 
life due to untreated mental pain, it is 
a stark and sobering sign that some-
where, someone who loved them was 
unable to reach them and recognize the 
warning signs to help or that the vet-
eran just couldn’t carry a heavy burden 
any longer and found stability or some 
greater peace and solace elusive. It is 
at these moments, with nowhere to 
turn and perhaps no one to trust, that 
some of our veterans want to escape 
life. The sooner we can fully transform 
the VA into a place where veterans in 
crisis at any time can find access to 
caregivers and peers ready to light the 
path to a better place in our society, 
the better outcomes we will see and the 
surer we will be that the promises we 
have made to them are being kept. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BURTON 
SNOWBOARDS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, for gen-
erations, Vermonters have contributed 
to the global culture of winter sports. 
Whether the sport is snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing, snowmobiling or 
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snowboarding, Vermonters never pass 
up an opportunity to claim the first 
run of the day. 

Almost four decades ago, Jake Bur-
ton’s passion for winter sports led to 
the creation of Burton Snowboards, 
one of the leading snowboard manufac-
turers in the world. Jake at a young 
age enjoyed ‘‘snurfing’’—surfing on 
snow—but he never anticipated the 
path he would eventually take, becom-
ing one of the pioneers in snowboard 
manufacturing. 

In the late 1970s, Jake started explor-
ing the idea of manufacturing 
snowboards, building prototypes from a 
barn in Londonderry, VT. At the time, 
most ski resorts did not allow 
snowboarders, as snowboarding was not 
yet considered a sport, and gaining rec-
ognition as a sport proved to be harder 
than one might expect. Jake didn’t let 
his optimism or passion wane, and in-
terest in the fledgling sport finally 
spread. Jake and his wife Donna ex-
plored the European market, eventu-
ally opening a distribution center in 
Austria, while maintaining their na-
tional headquarters in Burlington, VT. 
For a little-known sport, it quickly 
gained international notoriety and 
stature. In 1998, snowboarding debuted 
at the winter Olympics in Nagano. 

Jake is now one of the most success-
ful business leaders Vermont has ever 
known. His commitment and passion 
allow him to remain one with the pulse 
of his company, with consumers, and, 
most of all, with the sport, on a level 
unique to Burton Snowboards. 

The Wall Street Journal recently 
chronicled the multiple ways in which 
Jake keeps himself healthy, in shape, 
and on the slopes. Jake’s lifestyle is 
one that truly speaks to the Vermont 
spirit. Marcelle and I are proud to have 
Jake and Donna as friends. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the article from 
The Wall Street Journal. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Wall Street Journal, Dec. 22, 2014] 

JAKE BURTON, SNOWBOARD KING, SETS 
MULTIPLE GOALS FOR HIS WORKOUT 

(By Jen Murphy) 
The founder and chairman of Burton 

Snowboards, finds multiple ways to keep his 
lower body in shape for snowboarding and 
surfing. 

Jake Burton sets an annual goal of 
snowboarding 100 days a year. A snowboard 
pioneer, and founder and chairman of Burton 
Snowboards Inc. in Burlington, Vt., has hit 
that goal nearly every year during the past 
19 years, with the exception of 2011, when he 
was diagnosed with testicular cancer. Mr. 
Burton went through three months of chem-
otherapy. In January 2012, his doctors gave 
him a cancer-free bill of health and he slowly 
began regaining his strength in the pool and 
at the gym. Today, at age 60, he is charging 
harder than ever on the mountain. 

‘‘I got in 114 days this season,’’ he says. 
And when the snow is gone, he takes to the 
ocean for his other obsession, surfing. 

Mr. Burton relies on four regular activi-
ties—hiking, yoga, swimming, and biking— 
to keep him fit enough to snowboard and 

surf. He thinks of his workouts on a point 
system, awarding himself one point per 
workout, with 10 being his target each week. 
‘‘I usually manage six.’’ Some days he tries 
to double up on workouts by mixing business 
with an activity. He might bike with a col-
league and discuss new snowboard gear. 

Mr. Burton includes his family in as many 
activities as possible. He and his wife, Donna 
Carpenter, who is president of Burton 
Snowboards, have trails within minutes of 
their Vermont home in Stowe. They often 
set out together on hikes, but ‘‘hiking with 
Jake is a solo sport,’’ jokes Ms. Carpenter. 
‘‘He recently had a minor knee surgery and 
still beat me up the mountain.’’ 

He takes about six surf trips a year. This 
year he brought his three sons, ages 18, 21, 
and 25, on a surf trip to the Maldives. Re-
cently, he and his wife started booking bike 
tours when they visit cities such as Florence 
and Paris. 

THE WORKOUT 
Hiking is Mr. Burton’s main form of 

cardio. ‘‘I have to keep it up to keep my 
weight in check,’’ he says. One of his favorite 
hikes is up the Pinnacle Trail, which is 10 
minutes from his home. It takes him about 
50 minutes to hike up and another 50 min-
utes to hike down. He will also drive to 
Mount Mansfield, Vermont’s highest peak, 
and hike the Long Trail, which is nearly 5 
miles round trip. Mr. Burton always takes a 
watch when he hikes. ‘‘My watch is like a 
heart rate monitor. The times tell me how 
hard I’m working,’’ he says. 

In the winter he often hikes up the moun-
tain with his dogs and snowboards down four 
or five times before the ski resort is offi-
cially open. Bigger trips, most recently to 
Japan, allow him to have full days 
snowboarding in the backcountry. 

While attending New York University, he 
was the captain of the swim team and he 
continues to get in the pool every other day 
when he is home. He swims intervals, warm-
ing up with 800 meters and then doing a few 
intervals of 500 meters and 50-meter inter-
vals for speed. 

Two days a week, Mr. Burton uses weight 
machines at the Swimming Hole, a nonprofit 
pool and gym facility in Stowe that he and 
his wife helped fund. He does an all-body 
workout with a focus on legs. ‘‘The stronger 
my legs, the better my snowboarding,’’ he 
says. He says he used to lift more but scaled 
back when he began practicing yoga. ‘‘I 
might not be as strong as I once was but I 
feel better doing yoga,’’ he says. ‘‘It makes 
surfing easier and every day things easier, 
like standing on one leg when you’re drying 
your feet after you get out of the shower.’’ 

He takes a private Ashtanga-style yoga 
lesson in his home once a week. 

THE DIET 
Mr. Burton is pescetarian and tries to eat 

mostly organic. He and his wife hire someone 
to help prepare meals, which are left in the 
fridge. ‘‘We’re spoiled,’’ he says. In the morn-
ing Mr. Burton has a smoothie made from 
frozen mangos and frozen peaches or frozen 
berries and bananas. Lunch might be vege-
table soup and an avocado and tomato sand-
wich with a tiny bit of mayo on whole wheat 
bread. They might have a squash soup with 
some cheese or lentils and a salad with avo-
cado. ‘‘I average more than two avocados a 
day,’’ he says. His wife’s vegetable garden 
provides many of the ingredients that go 
into meals. They freeze vegetables to use 
during the winter. His splurge is pizza. 

THE GEAR 
Mr. Burton estimates he has about 30 dif-

ferent snowboards at home. His favorites are 
the Burton Namedropper (retail $419.95) and 
the Burton Barracuda (retail $519.95). Right 

now he is riding with Burton EST Genesis 
bindings (retail $329.95) and wearing Burton 
Ion leather boots (retail $499.95). Mr. Burton 
likes to hike in Adidas trail running sneak-
ers. In 2006, Burton purchased Channel Is-
lands Surfboards and Mr. Burton is con-
stantly trying out new boards. He has re-
cently been riding the Average Joe short 
board (retail about $1,500) and a Waterhog 
longboard (retail $765) from Channel Islands. 

THE PLAYLIST 
‘‘I’m hooked on hip hop,’’ he says. ‘‘It 

drives Donna nuts so I try not to listen to it 
at home but I’ll put on my headphones when 
I hike. The music is so clean and raw. It real-
ly motivates me.’’ He says he’ll listen to the 
classics from Biggie [The Notorious B.I.G.], 
Tupac, and 2 Chainz or he’ll put on the hip- 
hop channel on Sirius XM Radio. ‘‘I also love 
classic rock so much that my kids now like 
it.’’ 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF 
STORER COLLEGE 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor Storer College, a historic edu-
cational establishment that truly left a 
significant imprint on the history of 
our State and our Nation. 

Located in West Virginia’s Eastern 
Panhandle in beautiful Harpers Ferry, 
the legacy of Storer College began fol-
lowing the Civil War. It was estab-
lished by the Reverend Dr. Nathan 
Cook Brackett and philanthropist John 
Storer of Sanford, ME, whose goals 
were to create a school that was open 
and accepting of all students regardless 
of gender, race, or religion. 

Particularly now, during Black His-
tory Month, it is fitting to recognize 
such a tremendously important en-
deavor as Storer College because it had 
such a significant impact on civil 
rights in the decades following the 
Civil War. This educational institution 
was a constant refuge for former slaves 
who found themselves without the nec-
essary skillsets to lead marketable 
lives. Attendees were taught how to 
read and write, but they also gained a 
sense of purpose. 

John Brown’s raid is largely consid-
ered the motivation for the school’s 
creation in Jefferson County, as the 
1859 rebellion liberated countless Afri-
can Americans in the area. Frederick 
Douglass, also a trustee of Storer Col-
lege, once spoke at the school about 
John Brown and the raid’s significance. 

On October 2, 1867, Storer Normal 
School opened its doors with 2 teachers 
and 19 attending students. Under the 
leadership of Henry T. McDonald, Stor-
er converted into a college in 1938. 

Storer College set the groundwork 
for integrated education across the rest 
of the Nation. For many years, it was 
the only school that allowed African 
Americans to acquire an education 
past elementary school. 

By the end of the 19th century, our 
Nation faced another battle marked 
with Jim Crow laws and legal segrega-
tion. To combat these injustices, many 
brilliant leaders in the African-Amer-
ican community created the Niagra 
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