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role in the accountability process. I un-
derstand that there are many in the
Sri Lankan military who seek to clear
the military’s name so that the insti-
tution can move forward. They should
deliver on that commitment.

Fourth, the U.S. should continue and
expand programs that strengthen civil
society voices in Sri Lanka. The coun-
try now has a parliament which is
more disposed towards incorporating
civil society into the policymaking
process. These advocates will be crit-
ical moving forward on this as well as
broader reconciliation efforts.

Finally, the U.S. should make clear
that any accountability process must
include addressing violations com-
mitted by all sides in the conflict:
LTTE, the Sri Lankan military, and
pro-government paramilitary groups.

The goal of accountability is not re-
venge. The goal is to conduct a process
where all sides are provided a measure
of justice that leads to durable rec-
onciliation and a marked departure
from armed conflict. The previous gov-
ernment’s policies were a dangerous
cocktail that were slowly sliding Sri
Lanka back into ethnic and religious
strife. Today, Sri Lanka’s leaders have
an important opportunity to move be-
yond this divisive past. They say they
want it and they have a plan on paper.
Now is the time to act. And I am pre-
pared to support the efforts of Presi-
dent Sirisena, Prime Minister
Wickramasinghe, Opposition Leader
Sampanthan, and all Sri Lankans to-
wards that end.

The High Commissioner for Human
Rights Prince Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein
said the credibility of the U.N. Human
Rights Council is on the line in Sri
Lanka. I agree and would say that the
same goes for the United States. Our
country has an important responsi-
bility to finish the work of diplomats
in recent years and promote the
strongest accountability mechanism in
Sri Lanka. Our credibility on human
rights issues around the world is at
stake and will be watched closely by
human rights defenders and violators
alike.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING LITTLE ROCK AIR
FORCE BASE ON ITS 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I wish
to honor the men and women of Little
Rock Air Force Base and the sur-
rounding communities for their stead-
fast support, spirit of service, and
faithful dedication to the defense of
our Nation.

In 1951, community leaders in Jack-
sonville, AR, and the surrounding re-
gion began petitioning Congress for the
creation of a local air base. The needed
support was unattainable in the post-
World War II environment, so sup-
porters took it upon themselves to
raise the money and purchase the land
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required for the base. In only 32 days,
these air base advocates raised more
than $800,000, and with the combination
of purchased and donated land, 6,359
acres were gifted to the U.S. Govern-
ment for the establishment of Little
Rock Air Force Base.

On October 9, 1955, the base officially
opened. Since that day, it has served as
a strategic operating location for nu-
merous mission sets. From reconnais-
sance and bomber alert missions to the
ever-present readiness of Titan II mis-
sile crews, Little Rock Air Force Base
stood ready. With their cargo aircraft
and selfless airmen, the base has re-
sponded to numerous natural disasters
and humanitarian missions. Most re-
cently, with the C-130 Hercules, Little
Rock airmen have had a continuous
global presence. From training mem-
bers of three U.S. services and 20 for-
eign nations to supporting operations
on five of the seven continents, they
embody their motto as ‘“The Home of
Combat Airlift.”

Over the past 60 years, the men and
women of Little Rock Air Force Base
have employed weapons systems cov-
ering every key tenant of air power.
Currently, the base seamlessly blends
Active Duty, Air National Guard, and
Air Force Reserve command personnel
into a singular fighting machine, tak-
ing airmen from initial qualification
through graduate-level training.

From its inception, Little Rock Air
Force Base has been uniquely suited to
fulfill any mission it is presented. The
support of the community provides an
unmatched strength that cannot be
countered by any weapon system. The
people of central Arkansas have opened
their hearts and homes for six decades
to welcome the men and women of the
United States military.

I am proud to represent the men and
women of Little Rock Air Force Base
and the communities who support
them. I am grateful for their service
and dedication and look forward to a
future of continued success and co-
operation.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL MARTIN L.
SIMS

e Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I wish
to pay special tribute to COL Martin L.
Sims on the occasion of his retirement
from a long and distinguished career in
the U.S. Army.

Colonel Sims began his military ca-
reer through the Army Reserve Officer
Training Corps at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity where he was a Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate in 1987, was branched as
an armor officer, and was granted an
educational delay to attend law school
at the University of Tennessee where
he served as the managing editor of the
Tennessee Law Review and graduated
with honors in 1990.

After being assessed into the Army
Judge Advocate General’s Corps, he en-
tered into active duty as a first lieu-
tenant, less than 2 months after the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. For the next
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25 years, Colonel Sims served faithfully
as a judge advocate during which time
he was stationed overseas four times
and deployed on numerous occasions to
Afghanistan, Albania, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia, the former Yugo-
slav Republic of Macedonia, Hungary,
Kosovo, Kuwait, and Iraq in support of
various contingency operations.

A dedicated and talented soldier-law-
yer, Colonel Sims held numerous posi-
tions of significant responsibility, cul-
minating in his selection as the special
assistant for strategy, plans, and capa-
bilities within the Office of the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Legisla-
tive Affairs. Some of the many other
key positions Colonel Sims held prior
to his final assignment include service
as the staff judge advocate for the 25th
Infantry Division in Iraq; the staff
judge advocate for Combined Joint
Interagency Task Force 435 in Afghani-
stan; legal advisor to the inspector
general of the Army, and deputy chief
of the international and operational
law branch at the office of the Judge
Advocate General of the Army. A rec-
ognized master military justice practi-
tioner, COL Sims also served the Army
and the Department of Defense as a
distinguished jurist, sitting as a senior
judge on the United States Army Court
of Criminal Appeals and as an associate
judge on the United States Court of
Military Commission Review.

I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, and Colonel Sims’ many
friends in saluting this distinguished
officer’s many contributions and sac-
rifices in the defense of our great Na-
tion. It is fitting that the Senate today
publicly recognizes his service and
wishes him; his wife, Stacy; and their
daughters, Heather and Rachel, health,
happiness, and success in the years to
come.®

——————

RECOGNIZING EDGEWOOD
CORPORATE PLAZA BUILDING

e Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize an historic milestone
in the city of Grand Forks, ND, the
100th anniversary of the Edgewood Cor-
porate Plaza Building.

The Edgewood Corporate Plaza Build-
ing, located on the corner of Fourth
Street and DeMers Avenue in down-
town Grand Forks, is a fixture in this
city. Formerly known as the First Na-
tional Bank Building, it is an impres-
sive classical revival style structure of
brick and stone on a sturdy polished
granite base that covers two of its five
stories.

When the building opened in 1915, it
was home to the Scandinavian Amer-
ican Bank. It changed the face of down-
town Grand Forks and helped spur
westward growth toward the Univer-
sity of North Dakota. The bank, later
known as First National Bank, and its
building remained an anchor of the
downtown area. It was officially listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1982 and is unofficially loved
as the only building in the city with an
escalator.
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Unfortunately, the devastating Red
River flood in 1997 caused significant
damage in Grand Forks. The bank
building stood in 4 feet of floodwater
while sustaining significant fire dam-
age to its upper stories. Extensive re-
habilitation has restored its beauty
and function. Edgewood Real Estate In-
vestment Trust and Edgewood Manage-
ment Group purchased the building in
2012, and it is now the corporate office
for Edgewood, which owns and operates
more than 50 senior living communities
and multifamily housing units across
seven States.

Downtown Grand Forks has redefined
itself from its banking and retail hey-
day; its historic structures are now
home to office and residential spaces,
entertainment venues, and boutique re-
tail. The Edgewood Corporate Plaza
Building stands as a tribute to the
city’s history and a cornerstone for the
bright future ahead.e

———

REMEMBERING WILLIAM H.
SAMPSEL

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I wish
to honor William H. Sampsel, a veteran
of World War II.

On behalf of all Montanans and all
Americans, I stand to say thank you to
William for his service to our Nation.
It is my honor to share the story of
William’s life and service—a story that
most certainly won’t be forgotten and
a story he perhaps wouldn’t have told
himself.

William, an extremely humble man,
never asked to be placed on a pedestal;
in fact it was his quiet service that is
the landmark of his story.

William was born in the midst of the
Great Depression in January of 1925.
His parents William H. and Marguerite
Brennan Sampsel lived in Shenandoah,
PA, at the time. His father, William H.,
was a meter reader with the Pennsyl-
vania Power and Light Company and
would later become a district manager.
His mother, Marguerite, cared for five
children.

From a young age, William developed
a strong work ethic that would serve
him well throughout his life. He start-
ed his first job at the age of 14, clearing
forest land by hand, earning a modest
wage of $1 a day. By the time he was
off to college, he quadrupled his wage
to $4 a day.

William’s high school football coach,
Al ““Ali Baba’ Barbartsky, a teammate
of Vince Lombardi, helped make it pos-
sible for William to attend the Univer-
sity of Illinois on a football scholar-
ship. Although William was a 180-pound
guard for U of I’s football team, his
true love was baseball.

In 1943, William enlisted in the Army
and was assigned to Fort Benning, GA,
for basic training. The following year,
he was sent to an infantry division at
Camp McCain, MS. Shortly following,
he was transferred to the 319th Combat
Engineer Battalion, where he deployed
to France in August of 1944 as an Army
engineer.
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While in France on orders to contain
a pocket of German soldiers in Lorient
and St. Nazaire, he was wounded in
battle. Toward the end of the war, he
was promoted to second lieutenant and
received a Purple Heart medal.

Now, William never told his family
about receiving a Purple Heart for his
service. They found out after noticing
his name on the Montana Purple Heart
Memorial wall in Billings. But when
asked about his prestigious award, he
humbly described the incident as ‘‘just
a little shrapnel”.

But this only speaks true to the man
he was.

After his service in the Army was up,
William attended Penn State Univer-
sity and graduated in 1949 with a de-
gree in geology. He then was hired at
Amerada Petroleum Co.—now known
as Hess—in Tyler, TX.

There he met his wife Christine Wal-
lis, and they were married in May of
1952. William and Christine moved to
Regina, SK, Calgary, AB; and ulti-
mately settled in Billings, MT, in 1961.
William and Christine had two chil-
dren—daughter, Priscilla, who now
lives in Laurel, and son, Michael Wil-
liam Sampsel, who lives in Tucson, Ar-
izona.

Outside of his accomplishments as a
geologist, William loved to fish and is
remembered for his love of the out-
doors.

William died on July 19, 2012.

William always gave all he had to
give, whether it was his knowledge,
military service, or help to others in
need. His life story is reflective of the
dedicated, hard-working, and generous
man folks knew.

It is my honor to recognize William
H. Sampsel’s bravery and service to the
United States by presenting his family
with his Purple Heart, in addition to a
Good Conduct Medal, European-Afri-
can-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal
with four bronze service stars, World
War II Victory Medal, Army of Occupa-
tion Medal with Germany Clasp, Hon-
orable Service Lapel Button WW II,
and a sharpshooter badge and rifle bar.

Our Nation is grateful for William’s
service.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations,
a treaty, and a withdrawal which were
referred to the appropriate commit-
tees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 6, 2015, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on October 2, 2015,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
Speaker pro tempore (Mr. THORN-
BERRY) has signed the following en-
rolled bill:

H.R. 1624. An act to amend title I of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
and title XXVII of the Public Health Service
Act to revise the definition of small em-
ployer.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 4:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3457. An act to prohibit the lifting of
sanctions on Iran until the Government of
Iran pays the judgments against it for acts
of terrorism, and for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mr.
HATCH) announced that on today, Octo-
ber 5, 2015, he had signed the following
enrolled bill, previously signed by the
Speaker pro tempore (Mr. THORN-
BERRY) of the House:

H.R. 1624. An act to amend title I of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
and title XXVII of the Public Health Service
Act to revise the definition of small em-
ployer.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3457. An act to prohibit the lifting of
sanctions on Iran until the Government of
Iran pays the judgments against it for acts
of terrorism, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

S. 2129. A bill making appropriations for
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, Energy and Water De-
velopment, and Departments of Transpor-
tation, and Housing and Urban Development,
and related programs for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2130. A bill making appropriations for
Department of Defense, energy and water de-
velopment, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, military construction, Department of
Veterans Affairs, and Department of State,
foreign operations, and related programs for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and
for other purposes.

S. 2131. A bill making appropriations for
Departments of Commerce and Justice, and
Science, and Related Agencies and Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes.
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