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(Mr. DONNELLY) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 267, a resolu-
tion expressing support for the con-
tinuation of the Federal Perkins Loan 
program. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions will meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on October 1, 2015, at 
10 a.m., in room SD–430 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Achieving the Prom-
ise of Health Information Technology.’’ 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact Jamie 
Garden of the committee staff on (202) 
224–7675. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions will meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on October 6, 2015, at 
10 a.m., in room SD–430 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Stealing the Amer-
ican Dream of Business Ownership: The 
NLRB’s Joint Employer Decision.’’ 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact Carolyn 
Gorman of the committee staff on (202) 
224–6770. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 29, 2015, at 9:30 
a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
September 29, 2015, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
September 29, 2015, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room SR–253 of the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building to conduct a Sub-
committee hearing entitled ‘‘Pipeline 
Safety: Oversight of Our Nation’s Pipe-
line Network.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on September 
29, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD–406 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building, to 
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Economy- 
wide Implications of President 
Obama’s Air Agenda.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on September 
29, 2015, at 2 p.m., in room SD–406 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Improving 
the Endangered Species Act: Perspec-
tives from the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice and State Governors.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on September 29, 2015, at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Financial and Economic Chal-
lenges in Puerto Rico.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 29, 2015, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘The U.S. Role and Strategy in the 
Middle East: The Humanitarian Cri-
sis.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 29, 2015, at 10 
a.m., in room SR–418 of the Russell 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the Im-
pact of Exposure to Toxic Chemicals on 
Veterans and the VA’s Response.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 29, 2015, at 2:30 
p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EAST ASIA, THE PACIFIC, AND 

INTERNATIONAL CYBERSECURITY POLICY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the For-

eign Relations Subcommittee on East 
Asia, the Pacific, and International Cy-
bersecurity Policy be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on September 29, 2015, at 2:30 p.m., to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The 
Changing Landscape if U.S.-China Re-
lations: What’s Next?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL HYDROGEN AND FUEL 
CELL DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of and the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 217. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 217) designating Octo-

ber 8, 2015, as ‘‘National Hydrogen and Fuel 
Cell Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 217) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of July 8, 2015, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
September 30; that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; that fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate re-
sume consideration of the message to 
accompany H.R. 719, postcloture; fur-
ther, that all time during the adjourn-
ment of the Senate count postcloture 
on the motion to concur with amend-
ment No. 2689; finally, that all 
postcloture time on the motion to con-
cur be considered expired at 10 a.m., 
Wednesday, with the time until 10 a.m. 
equally divided between the two man-
agers or their designees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
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previous order, following the remarks 
of Senator WHITEHOUSE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Rhode Island. 
f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

rise today for my 113th ‘‘Time to Wake 
Up’’ speech on climate change. They 
say 13 is unlucky. I don’t know what 
113 is, but I do know what climate 
change is. It is very real. We shouldn’t 
kid ourselves. And it is an urgent chal-
lenge for our country and our world. 
Our leading scientific organizations 
say so. Our national security leaders 
say so. All of our National Labora-
tories say so. Major American busi-
nesses say so. Religious leaders of all 
faiths say so. Pope Francis certainly 
said so last week. But the Senate is 
jammed by persistent, meretricious cli-
mate denial. The denial comes in many 
guises, but, like a compass, all the de-
nial points in the same direction: what-
ever helps the fossil fuel industry keep 
polluting. That is the true north of cli-
mate denial—whatever helps the fossil 
fuel industry. Look at the fossil fuel 
money pouring into the Republican 
Party and tell me this is a coincidence. 

We have Senators who deny that any-
thing is happening, who say it is a 
hoax. We have Senators who deny that 
we can solve this. We have Senators 
who deny their faith in the American 
economy to win if we innovate. We 
have Senators who simply shrug and 
say: I am not a scientist. A bunch of 
Senators say: Don’t even worry about 
it; climate change has stopped. The 
junior Senator from Florida tells us, 
‘‘Despite 17 years of dramatic increases 
in carbon production by humans, sur-
face temperatures [on] the earth have 
stabilized.’’ The junior Senator from 
Texas proclaims that ‘‘satellite data 
demonstrate for the last seventeen 
years, there’s been zero warming. None 
whatsoever.’’ 

Let’s leave aside for a moment the 
cherry-picked data this conclusion is 
based on, which leaves out the oceans, 
which cover a mere 70 percent of the 
Earth’s surface. I will get back to 
oceans in a minute. But even this cher-
ry-picked data needs a trick to deny 
the long-term trend. Using their trick, 
you could convince yourself climate 
change has stopped six times in the 
history of this increase from 1970. It is 
easy to do. You pick a spot here and 
you pick a spot there, and in the varia-
bility you make it a flat line and you 
say: There, you see a pause. The prob-
lem is that these manufactured pauses 
keep climbing. 

When this bogus climate pause idea 
was trotted out in an op-ed in the 
Providence Journal, my home State 
paper, PolitiFact quickly determined 
that it uses ‘‘cherry-picked numbers 
and leaves out important details that 
would give a very different impres-
sion.’’ 

When we look at the linear trend for 
this whole data set, from 1970 to 2013, 

no one can deny that the Earth is 
warming. Research shows that climate 
change is marching on. The past decade 
was warmer than the one before that, 
which was warmer than the one before 
that. Seventeen of the 18 hottest years 
in the historical record have occurred 
in the last 18 years. NOAA and NASA 
count 2014 as the hottest year on 
record, and so far 2015 is on track to be 
even hotter than 2014. Fluctuations do 
not statistically alter the trend. 

It is a disservice to the truth and to 
this Senate to suggest that this heralds 
the end of climate change. As noted UC 
Berkeley physics professor Richard 
Muller put it, ‘‘When walking up stairs 
in a tall building, it is a mistake to in-
terpret a landing as the end of the 
climb.’’ 

Plus, for what reason would it have 
stopped? There is no basis for the 
pause. We know why it is happening. 
Global warming is caused by carbon 
pollution. We have known that science 
since Abraham Lincoln wore a top hat 
around this town. That is not news. 
And our carbon pollution sure hasn’t 
stopped. We just broke 400 parts per 
million of carbon in the atmosphere for 
the first time in the history of the 
human species. 

There is no intellectual basis behind 
the pause theory. These claims of a cli-
mate change pause have been de-
bunked. Just a couple of weeks ago, re-
searchers from Stanford University 
published a study: ‘‘There is no hiatus 
in the increase in the global mean tem-
perature, no statistically significant 
difference in trends, no stalling of the 
global mean temperature, and no 
change in year-to-year temperature in-
creases.’’ In other words, there is no 
pause. 

A different study prepared for the 
U.S. Climate Variability and Predict-
ability Program reviewed this so-called 
pause data and said this: It ‘‘not only 
failed to establish a trend change with 
statistical significance, it failed by a 
wide margin. [A]ny argument that 
global warming stopped 18 or 20 years 
ago is just hogwash,’’ said one of that 
report’s authors—just hogwash. When 
legitimate scientists and statisticians 
examine the data for global mean tem-
perature, they don’t find any so-called 
pause. 

This chart I have in the Chamber 
shows global average temperatures 
since the late 1800s, which is about the 
time we began burning fossil fuels in 
the Industrial Revolution. In yet an-
other study out this month, research-
ers did a little test. They showed this 
chart to 25 economists, but instead of 
temperature they told the economists 
that the chart showed world agricul-
tural output. That stripped the data of 
any political baggage of climate 
change. It made this a simple statis-
tical question: Does this chart show 
that the measured phenomenon—cli-
mate change, temperature, world agri-
cultural output—does this chart show 
whatever the measured phenomenon is 
stopped in 1998? The economists 

looked, and they flatout rejected that 
conclusion. What they agreed was that 
claiming the phenomenon had stopped 
would be misleading and ill-informed. 

So why did this pause theory appear 
that is a mistake, that is hogwash, 
that is based on cherry-picked numbers 
all toward a conclusion that is mis-
leading and ill-informed? Why? Be-
cause the big carbon polluters and 
their allies in Congress don’t want us 
to act. So we keep getting this mis-
chief fed to us. 

The enterprise that performs that 
evil task of feeding mischief into this 
debate is perhaps the biggest and the 
most complex racket in American his-
tory. It is phony. They cherry-pick a 
handful of statistically insignificant 
data points and tell us the whole prob-
lem went away on its own. Then the 
real scientists take a look at it and say 
that is bunk. But in the meantime, the 
polluter enterprise notched a public re-
lations victory. It bought some time to 
keep polluting for free, and sadly it got 
some of our colleagues to be party to 
it. 

Telling the American people there is 
a pause in global warming may lull the 
gullible to sleep, but it is phony, it is 
inaccurate, and it is wrong. It ignores 
the truth. It ignores the science. Basi-
cally what it is, is cheesy fossil fuel PR 
dressed up in a lab coat to look like 
science, just enough to fool people that 
little bit. 

Now let’s turn back to the oceans— 
that 70 percent of the Earth’s surface 
the other data left out. These data 
show the decades-long warming of the 
surface oceans—1960 to 2010. No pause. 
Remember, the deniers conveniently 
left all this data out when they cherry- 
picked their pause data—70 percent of 
the Earth’s surface left out. 

The first law of thermodynamics, 
conservation of energy, decrees that all 
of that heat in the ocean had to come 
from somewhere. Research shows that 
greenhouse gases trap excess heat in 
the atmosphere and that over 90 per-
cent of that excess heat went into the 
oceans, was absorbed by our oceans. 
People who insist that the climate has 
not warmed in recent decades ignore 
this one little thing—the oceans, which 
cover 70 percent of the surface of the 
Earth. The oceans don’t lie. This 
warming is changing the oceans and 
our fisheries. Water expands when it 
warms. That is the law of thermal ex-
pansion—unless somebody wants to 
come and deny that. The seas are ris-
ing across the globe. In Rhode Island, 
we measure it at the Newport Naval 
Station tide gauge. Basically it is a 
glorified yardstick. It is not com-
plicated. There is no theory involved. 
It is a measurement. It says we are up 
nearly 10 inches since the 1930s. That 
may be funny to landlocked States, but 
when there are 10 more inches of sea to 
be thrown against your shores by a big 
ocean storm, coastal States take that 
stuff very seriously. NASA measures it 
around the world with satellites; it is 
not just the coastal stations that take 
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