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WARNER, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. COONS, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. GARDNER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services: 

S. RES. 257 

Whereas United States Army Rangers 
‘‘Lead the Way!’’ and have played a decisive 
role in military engagements since before 
the Revolutionary War; 

Whereas Ranger School prepares members 
of the Armed Forces to serve as leaders and 
members of elite combat forces tasked with 
dismounted infantry, airborne, airmobile, 
amphibious, and independent squad and pla-
toon-size operations; 

Whereas Ranger School is one of the 
toughest training courses for which a mem-
ber can volunteer, with three phases testing 
a member’s ability to patrol, navigate, 
mountaineer, and execute combat arms func-
tional skills; 

Whereas students in Ranger School train 
to exhaustion, pushing the limits of their 
minds and bodies; 

Whereas although many members apply to 
Ranger School, fewer than 45 percent, on av-
erage, possess the mental and physical 
toughness required to earn the highly cov-
eted Ranger tab signifying graduation from 
the School; 

Whereas Captain Kristen Griest and First 
Lieutenant Shaye Haver braved the rigors of 
Ranger School, becoming the first women to 
successfully earn the Ranger tab; 

Whereas they stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
with their fellow members, carrying their 
own weight and, at times, the weight of oth-
ers; 

Whereas their personal courage, sacrifices, 
and extraordinary leadership skills establish 
them as role models for women and men 
alike, proving that skill, not gender, deter-
mines military aptitude and success; and 

Whereas, as graduates of the United States 
Military Academy, they exemplify the time- 
honored creed of ‘‘Duty, Honor, Country’’, 
and will continue to shape the future of our 
military and the Rangers in the years to 
come: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors and recognizes the patriotism 

and historic contributions to the United 
States by Captain Kristen Griest and First 
Lieutenant Shaye Haver; 

(2) commends their character, courage, and 
tenacity as the first women to earn the 
Ranger tab signifying graduation from Rang-
er School; 

(3) recognizes that our military and our 
country are more battle ready as a result of 
their accomplishments; 

(4) celebrates their service as they con-
tinue to ‘‘Lead the Way!’’ as our nation’s 
newest United States Army Rangers; and 

(5) congratulates them for their inspiring 
and groundbreaking accomplishments. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor and congratulate CPT Kristen 
Griest and 1LT Shaye Haver for their 
historic accomplishment of being the 
first two women soldiers to complete 
U.S. Army Ranger School and earn 
their highly coveted Ranger tabs. 

Earning the right to wear a Ranger 
tab is not for the faint-hearted. The 
rigors of the course test even the 
strongest servicemembers. Many try; 
few succeed. 

Through their grit and determina-
tion, Captain Griest and Lieutenant 
Haver have demonstrated that char-

acter, courage, and tenacity, not gen-
der, are the hallmarks of great service-
members and leaders. 

Just as teamwork and dedication are 
the benchmarks for military effective-
ness, they are also the mandates of the 
U.S. Army Rangers who are tasked 
with our Nation’s most challenging and 
difficult missions. Captain Griest and 
Lieutenant Haver, along with their fel-
low Ranger School classmates, braved 
the challenges and serve as role models 
for girls and boys—women and men—in 
the United States and around the 
world. This integrated class answered 
our Nation’s call to service. They stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder, enduring the 
course’s extreme mental and physical 
stress, together. Each carried his or 
her own weight, and at times the 
weight of others, proving that integra-
tion represents not just a lofty goal, 
but an achievable reality. Their collec-
tive and distinguished accomplish-
ments embody the values of our Armed 
Forces and our Nation. 

The journey toward integration, how-
ever, has been hard fought. Before 
them, the first African Americans and 
women who answered the call to serv-
ice laid the foundation for making in-
tegration possible. These pioneers in-
herently understood the importance of 
their contributions to the realization 
of integration. They also recognized 
the undeniable truth that an inte-
grated and balanced force is a success-
ful force both on and off the battlefield. 

The effectiveness of a military unit 
is almost always determined by the co-
hesion of its individual members, their 
dedication to the team, and their com-
mitment to the mission. No individual 
servicemember can succeed by his or 
her efforts alone. Success is forged 
from equality and integration. 

As we celebrate Captain Griest’s and 
Lieutenant Haver’s historic and inspir-
ing achievements, we express our pride 
and gratitude for their personal cour-
age and sacrifice. I am confident that 
the military and our country are more 
battle ready as a result. I am also con-
fident that Captain Griest and Lieuten-
ant Haver will continue to serve with 
distinction as they ‘‘Lead the Way!’’ as 
our Nation’s newest U.S. Army Rang-
ers. As a result of their milestone 
achievements, they have inspired a na-
tion. 

With this in mind, I am pleased to 
offer this resolution with Senators MI-
KULSKI, AYOTTE, BALDWIN, BOXER, 
CANTWELL, CAPITO, ERNST, FEINSTEIN, 
FISCHER, GILLIBRAND, HEITKAMP, 
HIRONO, KLOBUCHAR, MCCASKILL, MUR-
KOWSKI, MURRAY, SHAHEEN, STABENOW, 
WARREN, PERDUE, MURPHY, KIRK, 
TESTER, FLAKE, REED, DONNELLY, 
GRASSLEY, BLUMENTHAL, ISAKSON, WAR-
NER, LEAHY, FRANKEN, RUBIO, HEINRICH, 
COONS, THUNE, and MERKLEY honoring 
and recognizing the patriotism and his-
toric contributions to the United 
States by Captain Griest and Lieuten-
ant Haver, and extend my best wishes 
and heartiest congratulations. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 258—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 20 THROUGH 26, 2015, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATION 
AND FAMILY LITERACY WEEK’’ 
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. ALEX-

ANDER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
REED, Mr. DONNELLY, and Mr. PETERS) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 258 
Whereas the Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development reports that 
approximately 36,000,000 adults in the United 
States lack the basic literacy and numeracy 
necessary to succeed at home, in the work-
place, and in society; 

Whereas the literacy of the people of the 
United States is essential for the economic 
and societal well-being of the United States; 

Whereas the United States reaps the eco-
nomic benefits of individuals who improve 
their literacy, numeracy, and English-lan-
guage skills; 

Whereas literacy and educational skills are 
necessary for individuals to fully benefit 
from the range of opportunities available in 
the United States; 

Whereas the economy and position of the 
United States in the world marketplace de-
pend on having a literate, skilled population; 

Whereas the unemployment rate in the 
United States is highest among those with-
out a high school diploma or an equivalent 
credential, demonstrating that education is 
important to economic recovery; 

Whereas the educational skills of the par-
ents of a child and the practice of reading to 
a child have a direct impact on the edu-
cational success of the child; 

Whereas parental involvement in the edu-
cation of a child is a key predictor of the 
success of a child, and the level of parental 
involvement in the education of a child in-
creases as the educational level of the parent 
increases; 

Whereas parents who participate in family 
literacy programs become more involved in 
the education of their children and gain the 
tools necessary to obtain a job or find better 
employment; 

Whereas, as a result of family literacy pro-
grams, the lives of children become more 
stable, and the success of children in the 
classroom and in future endeavors becomes 
more likely; 

Whereas adults need to be part of a long- 
term solution to the educational challenges 
faced by the people of the United States; 

Whereas many older people in the United 
States lack the reading, math, or English- 
language skills necessary to read a prescrip-
tion and follow medical instructions, which 
endangers the lives of the older people and 
the lives of their loved ones; 

Whereas many individuals who are unem-
ployed, underemployed, or receive public as-
sistance lack the literacy skills necessary to 
obtain and keep a job, to continue their edu-
cation, or to participate in job training pro-
grams; 

Whereas many high school dropouts do not 
have the literacy skills necessary to com-
plete their education, transition to postsec-
ondary education or career and technical 
training, or obtain a job; 

Whereas a large portion of individuals in 
prison have low educational skills and pris-
oners without educational skills are more 
likely to return to prison once released; 

Whereas many immigrants in the United 
States do not have the literacy skills nec-
essary to succeed in the United States; and 

Whereas National Adult Education and 
Family Literacy Week highlights the need to 
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ensure that each individual in the United 
States has the literacy skills necessary to 
succeed at home, at work, and in society: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 20 

through 26, 2015, as ‘‘National Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Week’’ to raise 
public awareness about the importance of 
adult education, workforce skills, and family 
literacy; 

(2) encourages people across the United 
States to support programs to assist individ-
uals in need of adult education, workforce 
skills, and family literacy programs; 

(3) recognizes the importance of adult edu-
cation, workforce skills, and family literacy 
programs; and 

(4) calls upon public, private, and nonprofit 
entities to support increased access to adult 
education and family literacy programs to 
ensure a literate society. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 259—HON-
ORING THE BRAVERY AND HER-
OISM OF THOSE WHO SELF-
LESSLY PREVENTED A DEADLY 
TERRORIST ATTACK AND SAVED 
COUNTLESS LIVES WHILE 
ABOARD A PASSENGER TRAIN 
BOUND FROM AMSTERDAM TO 
PARIS ON AUGUST 21, 2015 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mrs. 

BOXER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Mr. REID, Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COATS, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. 
ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. GARDNER, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, 
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. SESSIONS, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. 
UDALL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WARNER, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. 
WICKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 259 

Whereas, on Friday, August 21, 2015, United 
States Air Force Airman First Class Spencer 
Stone, Oregon Army National Guard Spe-
cialist Aleksander Skarlatos, college student 
Anthony Sadler, and others selflessly risked 
their lives and forcibly subdued a gunman on 
a train carrying more than 500 passengers; 

Whereas the gunman was armed with a Ka-
lashnikov assault rifle, a handgun, a box cut-

ter, and 9 magazines carrying hundreds of 
rounds of ammunition and could have killed 
and injured dozens of passengers had the 
gunman not been stopped; 

Whereas Mark Moogalian, a 51 year old 
French-American professor and musician, 
courageously attempted to subdue the gun-
man and wrestled the Kalashnikov away 
from the gunman, but was shot by the gun-
man; 

Whereas United States Air Force Airman 
First Class Spencer Stone, Oregon Army Na-
tional Guard Specialist Aleksander 
Skarlatos, college student Anthony Sadler, 
and British consultant Chris Norman took 
courageous action on their own initiative 
and forcibly subdued the gunman, rendering 
the gunman unconscious and tying up the 
gunman on the floor of the train with t- 
shirts; 

Whereas United States Air Force Airman 
First Class Spencer Stone suffered serious 
injuries, including a partially severed 
thumb, from the gunman’s box cutter; 

Whereas, notwithstanding his own injuries, 
United States Air Force Airman First Class 
Spencer Stone treated the wounds and likely 
saved the life of French-American Mark 
Moogalian; 

Whereas French President François 
Hollande awarded United States Air Force 
Airman First Class Spencer Stone, Oregon 
Army National Guard Specialist Aleksander 
Skarlatos, college student Anthony Sadler, 
and British consultant Chris Norman the 
highest civilian honor in France, the Legion 
of Honor, and pledged to do the same for 
French-American Mark Moogalian and 
Frenchman Damien A., who also helped 
thwart the attack; 

Whereas the United States Air Force has 
stated that it will nominate United States 
Air Force Airman First Class Spencer Stone 
for the Airman’s Medal, the highest award of 
the Air Force for non-combat bravery; 

Whereas the United States Army has nomi-
nated Oregon Army National Guard Spe-
cialist Aleksander Skarlatos for the Sol-
dier’s Medal, the highest award of the Army 
for acts of heroism not involving actual con-
flict with an enemy; 

Whereas the Department of Defense will 
honor United States Air Force Airman First 
Class Spencer Stone with the Purple Heart 
award and Oregon Army National Guard Spe-
cialist Aleksander Skarlatos and college stu-
dent Anthony Sadler each with an award for 
courage and valor; 

Whereas the city of Sacramento recognized 
the heroism of United States Air Force Air-
man First Class Spencer Stone, Oregon 
Army National Guard Specialist Aleksander 
Skarlatos, and college student Anthony 
Sadler through a Hometown Heroes Parade 
on the California Capitol Mall on September 
11, 2015; 

Whereas United States Air Force Airman 
First Class Spencer Stone, who is 23 years 
old and a resident of California, joined the 
United States Air Force nearly 3 years ago 
and serves as a medical technician stationed 
at Lajes Air Base in the Azores; 

Whereas Oregon Army National Guard Spe-
cialist Aleksander Skarlatos is 22 years old 
and a resident of Oregon and had recently re-
turned to Oregon after a 9 month deploy-
ment in Afghanistan; 

Whereas Anthony Sadler is 23 years old, a 
resident of California, and is a student 
studying kinesiology at the California State 
University at Sacramento; and 

Whereas United States Air Force Airman 
First Class Spencer Stone, Oregon Army Na-
tional Guard Specialist Aleksander 
Skarlatos, and college student Anthony 
Sadler were childhood friends raised in the 
Sacramento area who were on vacation in 
Europe together at the time they coura-

geously and selflessly thwarted a terrorist 
attack and saved countless lives: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors and commends the extraor-

dinary bravery, courage, and heroism of 
United States Air Force Airman First Class 
Spencer Stone, Oregon Army National Guard 
Specialist Aleksander Skarlatos, college stu-
dent Anthony Sadler, French-American 
Mark Moogalian, British consultant Chris 
Norman, and Frenchman Damien A., who 
selflessly risked their own lives to prevent a 
terrorist attack that could have killed doz-
ens aboard a passenger train bound for Paris; 
and 

(2) extends best wishes for a full recovery 
to all innocent individuals who were injured 
during the attack, including United States 
Air Force Airman First Class Spencer Stone 
and French-American Mark Moogalian. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2666. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. THUNE) 
proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 719, 
to require the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to conform to existing Federal 
law and regulations regarding criminal in-
vestigator positions, and for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2666. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
THUNE) proposed an amendment to the 
bill H.R. 719, to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to con-
form to existing Federal law and regu-
lations regarding criminal investigator 
positions, and for other purposes; as 
follows: 

On page 12, line 11, insert ‘‘and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary’’ after ‘‘Transpor-
tation’’. 

On page 13, line 4, insert ‘‘and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs’’ after ‘‘Transportation’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on September 
17, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SR–328A of 
the Russell Senate Office Building, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Business 
Meeting.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 17, 2015, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
September 17, 2015, at 10 a.m. 
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