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I am proud to commemorate this an-
niversary as the Senator for Maryland.
Marylanders have a rich history of bat-
tling discrimination, going back to the
darkest days of slavery. The brilliant
Frederick Douglass was the voice of
the voiceless in the struggle against
slavery. The courageous Harriet Tub-
man delivered 300 slaves to freedom on
her Underground Railroad. And the
great Thurgood Marshall went from ar-
guing Brown v. Board of Education to
serving as a Supreme Court Justice.
All were Marylanders.

Not just Marylanders but civil rights
leaders and activists from all over this
country fought hard for the right to
vote. Over 600 people marched from
Selma to Montgomery. They were
stopped and beaten but not defeated.
These brave men and women continued
to march, continued to fight until they
got the right to vote. They had to chal-
lenge the establishment and to say
“now’” when others told them to
“wait”’.

Their fight and their struggle cul-
minated in the passage of the Voting
Rights Act. This legislation guaranteed
one of our most important civil rights
and reflected one of our most funda-
mental values: that all men and women
have the right to vote.

The struggle to truly fulfill this fun-
damental value—this fundamental
right—is far from over. There are too
many neighborhoods in this country,
particularly in minority communities,
that are the target of voter intimida-
tion, barriers to access, and ever-
changing requirements.

The Supreme Court’s decision in
Shelby County v. Holder only made
this problem worse by stripping the
Federal Government of its ability to
protect voters from this kind of dis-
enfranchisement—whether it was the
old-fashioned kind or the new-fash-
ioned kind.

The fight for equal access to the bal-
lot continues today, and like those who
came before us, we cannot take ‘‘no”’
for an answer. We must ensure that
any and all undue barriers to participa-
tion in our democracy are broken
down. We must restore the protections
of the Voting Rights Act that were
struck down by the Supreme Court so
that the promise of the right to vote is
extended to all men and women.

So while we look back proudly on the
passage of the Voting Rights Act, we
must recognize that the need for its
protections is as great today as it was
50 years ago. The words of Justice
Thurgood Marshall still ring true:

“I wish I could say that racism and
prejudice were only distant memories.
We must dissent from the indifference.
We must dissent from the apathy. We
must dissent from the fear, the hatred
and the mistrust. . . . We must dissent
because America can do better, because
America has no choice but to do bet-
ter.”

Today marks an important milestone
in our history. As we come together to
celebrate this anniversary, we must
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come together to defend the rights that
this legislation was enacted to protect
because if discrimination of any kind
exists anywhere in America, we can
and we must do better.

———

REMEMBERING RICHARD
SCHWEIKER

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President. I rise
today to remember Richard Schweiker,
who passed away on July 31, 2015. Con-
gressman, Senator, and Secretary of
the Department of Health and Human
Services Dick Schweiker honorably
served his country in public office for
more than two decades. Prior to his
years of government service, he served
his country in the Navy during World
War II.

As a Congressman from Pennsylva-
nia’s 13th District, he was the coauthor
of a House Armed Services Committee
proposal to end the military draft and
make service voluntary and sponsored
legislation to allow the government to
give extra money to military service
personnel if they showed they could re-
duce expenses. He also supported the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 along with legisla-
tion that created the Medicare and
Medicaid Programs.

As a Senator, he served on the Labor
and Human Resources Committee,
eventually becoming its ranking mem-
ber. This committee is now known as
the Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions Committee on which I serve. Sen-
ator Schweiker was a strong supporter
of public health initiatives, including
the National Diabetes Mellitus Re-
search and Education Act that author-
ized the National Commission on Dia-
betes to put together a plan to fight
this disease. Dick Schweiker also
worked to achieve compromise. In a
2000 Associated Press interview, he
commented on that approach:

I was a World War II veteran. Our primary
objective was to get things done and solve
problems. The partisanship and heated rhet-
oric that have taken over the political land-
scape wasn’t always in vogue.

Dick Schweiker decided not to run
for reelection in 1980 and worked to
help elect Ronald Reagan that Novem-
ber. After the election, President
Reagan appointed Schweiker as the
Secretary of the Department of Health
and Human Services. While in that po-
sition, he set up the Medicare prospec-
tive payment system in an effort to re-
duce costs rather than leaving them
open-ended. He also continued to sup-
port funding for medical research and
protected funding for the Head Start
early childhood education program. He
stepped down as Secretary in 1983. At
that time, Senator Ted Kennedy said
the following:

Dick Schweiker has been a good friend and
colleague for many years. As secretary of
HHS, he has too often been a lonely voice of
compassion and humanity.

After leaving public service, Dick
Schweiker spent 11 years as president
of the American Council of Life Insur-
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ance before retiring. Today, we remem-
ber and thank Dick Schweiker for his
service to Pennsylvania and the Na-
tion. We send our thoughts and prayers
to his family.

——

RECOGNIZING THE 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE END OF WORLD
WAR II

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on Au-
gust 14, 1945, World War II came to an
end. The official ceremony aboard the
battleship USS Missouri 2 weeks later
was brief, barely 18 minutes long. The
low-key nature of the event stood in
stark contrast to the unprecedented
horror and violence of the preceding
years, years in which the fate of civili-
zation itself hung in the balance. I rise
today to express our Nation’s gratitude
to all veterans of the Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marines, Coast Guard, and Mer-
chant Marine for their service and sac-
rifice seven decades ago.

It is said that crisis builds character.
For an entire generation of Americans,
crisis did not build character; it re-
vealed it. With the perfect hindsight
history books provide, the Second
World War can seem today to be a se-
ries of events that followed an inevi-
table course from Pearl Harbor to Nor-
mandy to Iwo Jima to the deck of the
Battleship Missouri. Yet those who
were there, those who made that his-
tory, know that the outcome was far
from certain. All that stood between
humanity and the abyss of tyranny was
their courage, their faith, and their de-
votion to duty.

As the war began, the United States
was not a rich or powerful country. We
had only the 17th largest army in the
world. Our industries were still strug-
gling to overcome a decade of economic
depression. With two great oceans as a
buffer, many Americans thought the
answer to aggression was isolationism.

Yet when the crisis came, Americans
responded. More than 16 million Amer-
ican men put on the uniforms of our
Armed Forces. More than 400,000 died
wearing those uniforms. Thousands of
American women also put on the uni-
form, serving—and dying—in field hos-
pitals and in such dangerous work as
ferrying aircraft from production plant
to airfield. They rolled up their sleeves
and turned the factories of a peacetime
economy into the arsenal of democ-
racy. Throughout the country, Ameri-
cans of all ages worked and saved and
rationed and sacrificed as never before.
Families planted victory gardens—20
million of them, producing 40 percent
of the Nation’s vegetables in backyards
and on rooftops. Two out of every three
citizens put money into war bonds.

The people of Maine were part of this
great endeavor. Some 80,000 Mainers
served in World War II, more than any
previous war. More than 2,500 laid their
lives upon the altar of freedom.

I have had the honor of meeting
many of Maine’s heroes. Edward Dahl-
gren of Perham—just a few miles from
my hometown of Caribou—fought his
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way through Italy, France, and Ger-
many, and received the Medal of Honor
for his astonishing rescue of a trapped
American platoon. Charles Shay, a
member of the Penobscot Nation, was
among the first wave ashore at Omaha
Beach and the first Native American to
be awarded the Legion of Honor Medal,
France’s highest tribute. Bert Skinner
of Belfast answered the call for volun-
teers for the extremely dangerous mis-
sion of serving behind enemy lines with
Merrill’s Marauders in Burma. Through
his uncommon service to his commu-
nity and to his fellow veterans, Galen
Cole of Bangor has kept the promise he
made to himself on a battlefield in Ger-
many in early 1945.

Maine women served with distinc-
tion. Patricia Chadwick Ericson of
Houlton stepped forward to serve as a
Women’s Airforce Service Pilot, or
WASP, flying newly built aircraft from
the factories to combat zones. Mary
Therese Nelson of Indian Island was
the first Native American woman from
Maine to enlist in the Marine Corps.
Each of the stories of the men and
women from Maine are unique. Yet
they are united by valor and devotion
to duty.

On the homefront, Maine was on the
frontlines. Eighty-two destroyers were
built at Bath Iron Works during the
war, more than the entire Japanese
output. The South Portland shipyard
launched 274 Liberty ships that carried
troops and arms overseas. More than 70
submarines were built at the Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, with
3 of those vital warships launched on
the same day.

Maine’s seafaring heritage contrib-
uted greatly to the Merchant Marine,
and at least 60 Mainers lost their lives
to enemy attack. The Coast Guard and
the Civil Air Patrol protected our
shores against Nazi U-boats and sabo-
teurs.

These men and women did not come
from a society steeped in militarism
and the lust for conquest. Whether
they came from our cities, farms or
fishing villages of Maine, they came
from places that desired peace and that
cherished freedom. When the crisis
came, the American character bound
the ‘“‘greatest generation” together in a
great common cause on behalf of hu-
manity.

I am fortunate to be a daughter of
that generation. One of my earliest
childhood memories is going with my
father to the Memorial Day parade in
our hometown. He hoisted me high
above his head and from the best van-
tage point along the route—my father’s
shoulders—I saw hats go off and hands
go over hearts as Caribou paid its re-
spects to our flag and honored our vet-
erans. Some Memorial Days, my father
would wear his Army jacket to the pa-
rade. As a child, I thought it was just
an old jacket. Only as an adult did I
learn the price he had paid for it.

Donald Collins enlisted in the Re-
serve Corps as a college freshman in
November of 1943 and was called to Ac-
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tive Duty in the U.S. Army before the
year’s end. He saw action in the Euro-
pean theater and fought at the Battle
of the Bulge. He earned the Combat In-
fantry Badge, two Purple Hearts, and
the Bronze Star. Sergeant Collins was
discharged in January of 1946.

Then he did what truly distinguishes
the men and women of America’s
Armed Forces. He came home, grate-
fully and modestly. He never talked
much about his sacrifice and the hard-
ships of war. Instead, he worked hard
raising six children, running a busi-
ness, serving as Scout leader, Rotarian,
mayor, and State senator.

From the strong shoulders of those
like him who defended our freedom, all
Americans learn about commitment,
service, and patriotism. We learn that
the burden of service must be borne
willingly. We learn that challenges
must be met and threats must be con-
fronted. We learn that the mantle of
hero must be worn with humility. It is
because of the quiet courage of those
who serve our country that we take
those lessons to heart and resolve to
pass them on to the generations to
come. On this 70th anniversary of vic-
tory in World War II, let us recommit
ourselves to the spirit that guided our
Nation through its darkest days and
that lights our way into the future.

Mr. KING. Mr. President, this month,
70 years ago, the greatest crisis of the
20th century came to an end. Lasting 6
full years and involving participants
from over 30 countries, World War II
was the most widespread and dev-
astating war in human history. Amer-
ica’s isolation from this dreadful con-
flict abruptly ended when, on the
morning of December 7, 1941, our Na-
tion came under sudden and deliberate
attack. In less than 2 hours, thousands
of lives were lost as bombs fell across
the island of Oahu and that quiet Sun-
day morning quickly turned into a ter-
rible scene of violence and horror.

But the attacks on Pearl Harbor did
not break the American spirit. In this
darkest of moments, our country dis-
covered a renewed sense of strength,
courage and resiliency; qualities that
define us. And, following the attack on
Pearl Harbor, American forces joined
the Allied Powers, fighting side-by-side
against Nazi oppression in Europe and
Japanese expansion in the Pacific. Six-
teen million Americans bravely served
in these two theaters of conflict, and it
was through their patriotism and cour-
age that freedom was able to triumph
over tyranny.

I also want to recognize Maine’s im-
portant role in the war effort. In north-
ern Maine, Army airfields in Bangor,
Presque 1Isle, and Houlton provided
strategic air basing and training sites
which facilitated the deployment of
personnel and equipment overseas to
the frontlines. And along the coast,
where the Kennebec River meets the
sea, Bath Iron Works established its
reputation for producing the ‘‘best-
built” destroyers in the world. The
shipyard delivered a total of 83 new
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ships to the U.S. Navy—hitting a 2-
year peak production of 21 ships a year
or an average of 1 destroyer every 17
days. Bath-built ships survived the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, landed troops at
Normandy, supported Marines at Iwo
Jima, and sank Nazi U-boats in the At-
lantic. Maine’s support to our Armed
Forces during the war years was unpar-
alleled in terms of dedication, scope,
and impact.

And, above all else, we must honor
the immeasurable contributions of our
servicemembers. As a State with one of
the highest percentages of veterans per
capita in the Nation, the war’s legacy
resonates strongly in Maine. During
World War II, nearly 80,000 Maine citi-
zens served overseas. Their steadfast
perseverance, patriotism, and bravery
in the face of grave danger helped se-
cure a better future for generations to
come.

On this 70th anniversary of World
War II, we remember all the American
and Allied servicemembers who bravely
served on land, air, and sea; as well as
those on the homefront providing for
our warfighters. Their service and sac-
rifices contributed to international
peace and stability and ensured the
continued promise of the freedoms we
enjoy today.

———
TRIBUTE TO ADA DEER

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I recognize and honor Ada Deer on the
occasion of her 80th birthday. Through-
out her life, Ada has been an effective
advocate and leader whose trailblazing
work has improved the lives of Native
Americans, women, students and oth-
ers in Wisconsin and across the Nation.
The celebration of this milestone
birthday is a special opportunity to
celebrate her dedication to service and
social engagement.

Ada Deer was born on the Menominee
Indian Reservation in Keshena, WI. She
was the first Menominee to graduate
from the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son and the first Native American to
receive a masters of social work from
Columbia University.

She has been a champion for Indian
rights throughout her remarkable ca-
reer. When the Federal Government es-
tablished a policy to terminate the sov-
ereign status of tribes, the Menominee
was among the first to go through the
process of termination, and they suf-
fered greatly under it. Ada organized a
grassroots organization, Determination
of Right and Unity for Menominee
Shareholders, DRUMS, and fought suc-
cessfully to restore Federal recognition
of the Menominee tribe. Ada’s leader-
ship led to her election as the first
woman to chair the Menominee tribe in
Wisconsin.

She spent many years as a lecturer in
the School of Social Work at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison, and also
guided the university’s American In-
dian Studies Department. Ada worked
as a house director, community coordi-
nator, school social worker, and pro-
fessor.
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