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strongest action we can take today to
ensure a cleaner, healthier tomorrow
for our children and grandchildren, and
it has to be done administratively. We
can’t get anything done legislatively.
It is all opposed by the Republicans.

It would be good for my State of Ne-
vada, where investment in clean energy
is $6 billion. President Obama’s plan
gives States further flexibility to tai-
lor programs for reducing carbon emis-
sions while protecting public health
and keeping electricity affordable and
reliable.

Already the plan has wide support in
Nevada. An article from the Associated
Press yesterday reads:

Several Nevada government business lead-
ers plan to voice support for a federal cam-
paign to limit carbon pollution from power
plants around the nation in an effort to ad-
dress global climate change. . Nevada
Governor Brian Sandoval’s energy chief,
Paul Thomsen, says Nevada is well-posi-
tioned to comply with the first national lim-
its on carbon dioxide from existing power
plants.

Nevada understands the benefits
clean energy brings to communities
and the lives that will be improved by
cleaning the air we breathe. Nevada is
at the forefront of clean energy in the
United States. Over the past decade,
our clean energy infrastructure has ex-
panded substantially, bringing good-
paying jobs and new industries to Ne-
vada. There can be no better place for
President Obama to begin a dialogue
with the Nation about the Clean Power
Plan than Nevada.

I am looking forward to President
Obama’s visit to Nevada later this
month to speak at the National Clean
Energy Summit in Las Vegas on Au-
gust 24. This is the 8th annual National
Clean Energy Summit.

———————

CYBER SECURITY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we all want
to address cyber security. Repeatedly,
in the last two Congresses, I worked to
convene the chairmen and ranking
members of the relevant committees to
move cyber security legislation, and we
worked hard and came up with a num-
ber of bills, one of which we brought to
the floor and was killed by the Repub-
licans. What was good for our Nation’s
security was bad for the tea party and
the Republicans. They blocked the
cyber security legislation.

In this Congress, we have not been as
uncooperative as the Republicans were
when they were in the minority. Demo-
crats are willing to proceed to the
cyber security bill, if we can get assur-
ance that Democrats can offer relevant
amendments. It has to be done.

For the majority leader to say, as he
did here today, that well, on this mas-
sive bill we had, I stuck the cyber secu-
rity bill with a lot of other things—he
knew it wouldn’t work there. It was
only to check it off his list that he
tried to do it. Realistically, we have al-
ready been on this legislation. We
should have been on this legislation.
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The Republican leader could have pro-
ceeded to cyber security instead of a
politically motivated bill to defund ac-
cess to health care for women. Unlike
Republicans, we don’t need all the poi-
son pill amendments that deal with dif-
ferent subjects.

Democrats have amendments rel-
evant to cyber security, and we must
offer those. I have received a letter
from Senators WYDEN, LEAHY,
FRANKEN, WHITEHOUSE, and COONS yes-
terday that states:

We understand that the Senate may soon
consider the Cybersecurity Information
Sharing Act. We share the view that increas-
ing the security of U.S. networks while pro-
tecting Americans’ privacy is an important
goal, and while we have different views on
this legislation, we are all interested in of-
fering relevant amendments that we believe
would improve this bill in various ways.

We look forward to working with you to
ensure that there is an adequate process for
considering a reasonable number of amend-
ments.

The way Republican Senators used to
talk about an open amendment proc-
ess, our request to have a few relevant
amendments should be readily accept-
ed by the Republicans. But then, look-
ing at how the Republican leader has
led the Senate this year, there is plen-
ty of reason for Democrats to be con-
cerned.

Just look at the bill the Senate just
considered last week—a major highway
bill with more than 1,000 pages. The
Republican leader filled the amend-
ment tree twice, not allowing any
amendments to be offered. Accord-
ingly, if you look at what the Congres-
sional Research Service says, the Re-
publican leader could potentially fill
the amendment tree more times than
any other majority leader has done in
the first year of a Congress. So far he
has done that more than I ever did.

Nevertheless, Democrats will work
with Republicans to get on this bill and
consider a reasonable number of impor-
tant amendments. I hope the Repub-
licans will cooperate with us.

Would the Chair announce the busi-
ness of the day.

———————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business for 1
hour, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the majority controlling the first half
and the Democrats controlling the
final half.

The Senator from South Dakota.

————
REPUBLICAN-LED SENATE

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, while Re-
publicans were campaigning last fall,
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we promised the American people that
if they put us in charge, we would get
the Senate working again. That wasn’t
a campaign slogan. That was a com-
mitment.

I am proud to report that we are de-
livering on that promise. The first 7
months of the 114th Congress have been
some of the most productive the Sen-
ate has had in a long time. We have
passed more than 70 bills to help
strengthen our economy, reform our
government, protect some of the most
vulnerable, and strengthen our na-
tional security.

We passed bipartisan legislation to
authorize the Keystone Pipeline, a val-
uable infrastructure project that would
support more than 42,000 jobs during
construction and invest $5.3 billion in
the U.S. economy, all without spending
a dime of taxpayer money.

We passed a Dbipartisan bill to
strengthen our efforts to eradicate
human trafficking in this country and
to help its victims. This legislation,
which passed the Senate with unani-
mous support from Democrats and Re-
publicans and was signed into law in
May, gives law enforcement new tools
to target traffickers, including in-
creased access to wiretaps, and it sig-
nificantly expands the resources avail-
able to trafficking victims as they seek
to rebuild their lives.

As negotiations with Iran over a nu-
clear agreement were repeatedly ex-
tended and as reports of significant
compromises emerged, Democrats and
Republicans alike grew concerned that
the administration would fail to nego-
tiate a deal that would be strong
enough to prevent Iran from acquiring
a nuclear weapon. To address these
concerns, the Senate passed the Iran
Nuclear Agreement Review Act. This
legislation, which passed the Senate
with overwhelming support from
Democrats and Republicans and was
signed into law by President Obama,
was designed to ensure that the Amer-
ican people, through their elected rep-
resentatives, would have a voice in any
deal with Iran.

Without the Iran Nuclear Agreement
Review Act there would be no oppor-
tunity for an up-or-down vote on this
deal in Congress and no way to prevent
the President from immediately
waiving the sanctions that Congress
put in place. Congress is currently re-
viewing the final agreement announced
by the President, an agreement that
has been greeted, I might add, with bi-
partisan skepticism. We will be holding
a vote on this deal in September.

Increasing access to jobs and expand-
ing opportunities for American work-
ers is a priority of the Republican-led
Congress. In May, with the support of
14 Democrats, the Republican-led Sen-
ate passed legislation to reauthorize
trade promotion authority, which is
key to securing trade deals that are fa-
vorable to American workers and busi-
nesses. Since 2009, increasing exports
have accounted for more than 1.6 mil-
lion new jobs in the United States.
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Manufacturing jobs that depend on ex-
ports pay an average of 13 to 18 percent
more than other jobs in the economy.
Thanks to the bipartisan trade pro-
motion authority legislation, the ad-
ministration now has a key tool to ne-
gotiate trade agreements that will cre-
ate more good-paying jobs for Amer-
ican workers and open new markets for
products labeled ‘“‘Made in the U.S.A.”

After taking up bipartisan legislation
to protect our economy, the Senate
turned to another key Republican pri-
ority; that is, supporting our military
men and women. The National Defense
Authorization Act, which we consid-
ered in June, passed the Senate with
strong bipartisan support. In addition
to authorizing the funding our military
needs to defend our Nation, this bill
contains a number of reforms that will
expand the resources available to our
military men and women and strength-
en our national security.

Among other things, this legislation
targets $10 Dbillion in unnecessary
spending and redirects those funds to
military priorities such as funding for
aircraft and weapons systems and mod-
ernization of Navy vessels. It imple-
ments sweeping reforms to the mili-
tary’s outdated acquisitions process by
removing bureaucracy and expediting
decisionmaking. That will signifi-
cantly improve the military’s ability
to access the technology and equip-
ment it needs. It replaces the outdated
military retirement system with a
modern system that will extend retire-
ment benefits to 75 percent of our serv-
icemembers.

During the month of July, the Senate
built on its bipartisan achievements
with two important pieces of legisla-
tion: the Every Child Achieves Act and
the DRIVE Act. The Every Child
Achieves Act, which passed the Senate
by an overwhelming margin, reauthor-
izes Federal K-12 education programs
and revokes problematic Federal man-
dates such as those that resulted in the
phenomenon of overtesting. This legis-
lation restores control of education to
those who know students the best, such
as parents, teachers, and local school
boards.

The DRIVE Act, which passed the
Senate by a strong bipartisan margin,
is notable because it is the first Trans-
portation bill in almost a decade to
provide more than 2 years of funding
for our Nation’s infrastructure needs.
Around the country, hundreds of thou-
sands of people and hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs depend on the funding
contained in Transportation bills.
When Congress fails to provide the nec-
essary certainty about the way trans-
portation funding will be allocated,
States and local governments are left
without the certainty that they need
to authorize projects or make long-
term plans for transportation infra-
structure. That means that essential
construction projects get deferred, nec-
essary repairs may not get made, and
jobs that depend on transportation are
put in jeopardy. The DRIVE Act will
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give States and local governments the
certainty they need to plan for and
commit to key infrastructure projects.

Every bill I have discussed today
passed the Senate with strong bipar-
tisan support. One major reason for
that is Senate Republicans’ commit-
ment to opening up the legislative
process here in the Senate. Under
Democratic control, the legislative
process of the Senate had almost
ground to a halt. Instead of being de-
veloped in committee, bills were fre-
quently drafted behind closed doors,
and not only the minority party but
many rank-and-file Democrats were
shut out of the process.

When Republicans took control of
the Senate in January, we changed all
that. We opened up the committee
process and debate on the floor. We
made it a priority to ensure that every
Senator—every Senator—both Demo-
cratic and Republican, has an oppor-
tunity to make his or her voice heard.
During 2014, the Democratic leadership
allowed just 15 amendment rollcall
votes in the entire year—2014. Repub-
licans allowed more than 15 amend-
ment rollcall votes in our first month.
So far this year, we have allowed more
than 1656 amendment rollcall votes, and
we still have 5 months to go in the
yvear. The Republican-led Senate has
accomplished a lot over the past 7
months. But we know that we have a
lot more to do.

As the 114th Congress continues, we
will continue to fight for the American
people’s priorities. We hope the Demo-
crats here in the Senate will continue
to join us.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CYBER SECURITY

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, as I like
to say, there are only two types of
companies: those that have been
hacked and those that know they have
been hacked. This was recently seen at
JPMorgan Chase. Last summer the
company suffered a cyber attack that
involved the theft of contact informa-
tion for about 76 million households. In
the aftermath, JPMorgan Chase is ex-
pected to double its budget for cyber
security efforts this year. But the case
of JPMorgan is not unique nor a sim-
ply cautionary tale for other major
companies.

In the last few months, we have seen
one of the largest cyber attacks on our
Nation’s technology infrastructure and
other major cyber breaches affecting
our financial and transportation sec-
tor. I share these comments in the con-
text of having worked as an executive
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for a cloud computing company for 12
years prior to serving in the Senate. In
the midst of these attacks, we see rad-
ical Islamic terrorists infiltrating
American social media networks to re-
cruit Americans to join them as
jihadists overseas.

We must work to address these chal-
lenges, and our response must be meas-
ured as well as thoughtful, not only
about the immediate threats to our
cyber infrastructure but also to the
long-term effects on our national secu-
rity and our constitutional freedoms.
As we are seeing with the European
Union, after years of debate, the EU is
currently working on a policy to en-
sure their citizens are notified of cyber
breaches within 72 hours and that vic-
tims of these attacks are notified with-
out undue delay.

This is the type of response we need
in the United States, much like the no-
tification reforms that I have worked
for in Congress. On a near daily basis,
we see headlines in our major news-
papers that underscore the absolute
importance of creating a concrete
timeline for implementing timely noti-
fication standards.

Having spent more than 12 years
working on technology, I know first-
hand the power that Big Data holds. I
also understand the importance of set-
ting standards and clear guidelines. As
we always said in 28 years of business,
if you aim at nothing, you will hit it.
It is important that we not only expect
more but that we also inspect. We want
to be assured that guidelines are being
followed.

It is unacceptable that any American
is left in the dark when their person-
ally identifiable information or PII
may have been breached. That is why 1
have been fighting to strengthen notifi-
cation requirements and ensure that
the American people know when their
personal information is compromised.
When I was running customer service
operations at RightNow Technologies
and looking out for our customers,
when we had a problem, our policy was
that we notified our customers as soon
as we were aware of the problem.
Maybe we did not always understand
the magnitude at the time of the prob-
lem, but we believed we owed it to our
customers to get back to them as soon
as possible.

The customers, the consumers of this
country, should be served in a similar
way. But as the Senate prepares to
consider cyber security reforms, we
also need to strike the right balance
between protecting our cyber security
infrastructure and the personal infor-
mation of Americans, while also pro-
tecting the constitutional rights and
the liberty of the American people. We
must protect our Nation’s security
while also preserving our civil lib-
erties.

We must remain vigilant. We must
ensure that we have robust and trans-
parent debate about cyber protection
and what reforms must be implemented
to protect American civil liberties. We
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