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or persons in the service of these states,
which may come to their knowledge’ (legis-
lation of July 30, 1778, reprinted in Journals
of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789, ed. Wor-
thington C. Ford et al. (Washington, D.C.,
1904-37), 11:732);

Whereas whistleblowers risk their careers,
jobs, and reputations by reporting waste,
fraud, and abuse to the proper authorities;

Whereas, when providing proper authori-
ties with lawful disclosures, whistleblowers
save taxpayers in the United States billions
of dollars each year and serve the public in-
terest by ensuring that the United States re-
mains an ethical and safe place;

Whereas whistleblowing is generally de-
fined as the lawful disclosure of information
reasonably believed to evidence a violation
of law, rule, or regulation, or gross mis-
management, a gross waste of funds, an
abuse of authority, or a danger to public
health or safety—and is in contrast to the
unlawful disclosure of classified information
that threatens the national security of the
United States and that violates criminal
law; and

Whereas it is the public policy of the
United States to encourage, in accordance
with Federal law (including the Constitu-
tion, rules, and regulations) and consistent
with the protection of classified information
(including sources and methods of detection
of classified information), honest and good
faith reporting of misconduct, fraud, mis-
demeanors, and other crimes to the appro-
priate authority at the earliest time pos-
sible: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 30, 2015, as ‘‘National
Whistleblower Appreciation Day’’; and

(2) ensures that the Federal Government
implements the intent of the Founding Fa-
thers, as reflected in the legislation enacted
on July 30, 1778, by encouraging each execu-
tive agency to recognize National Whistle-
blower Appreciation Day by—

(A) informing employees, contractors
working on behalf of United States tax-
payers, and members of the public about the
legal rights of citizens of the United States
to ‘“‘blow the whistle”” by honest and good
faith reporting of misconduct, fraud, mis-
demeanors, or other crimes to the appro-
priate authorities; and

(B) acknowledging the contributions of
whistleblowers to combating waste, fraud,
abuse, and violations of laws and regulations
in the United States.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  237—CON-
DEMNING JOSEPH KONY AND
THE LORD’S RESISTANCE ARMY

FOR CONTINUING TO PER-
PETRATE CRIMES AGAINST HU-
MANITY, WAR CRIMES, AND
MASS ATROCITIES, AND SUP-

PORTING ONGOING EFFORTS BY
THE UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT, THE AFRICAN UNION, AND
GOVERNMENTS AND REGIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS IN CENTRAL
AFRICA TO REMOVE JOSEPH
KONY AND LORD’S RESISTANCE
ARMY COMMANDERS FROM THE
BATTLEFIELD AND PROMOTE
PROTECTION AND RECOVERY OF
AFFECTED COMMUNITIES

Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr.
RoUNDS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
MARKEY, and Mr. HATCH) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:
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S. RES. 237

Whereas the Lord’s Resistance Army,
which first formed in northern Uganda, con-
tinues its reign of terror in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, the Central African
Republic, and South Sudan, destabilizing the
region and deliberately Kkilling at least 2,400
civilians since 2008, many of whom were tar-
geted in schools and churches;

Whereas atrocities committed by the
Lord’s Resistance Army have resulted in the
rape and brutal mutilation of countless men,
women, and children; the abduction of over
70,000 civilians, including at least 30,000 chil-
dren, many of whom were forced to become
child soldiers or sex slaves; the continued
displacement of more than 200,000 civilians
from their homes, many of whom do not
have access to essential humanitarian assist-
ance; and the general deterioration of gov-
ernance and security in affected areas;

Whereas insecurity caused by the Lord’s
Resistance Army has undermined efforts by
the African Union and governments in the
region, which have been supported by the
United States and the international commu-
nity, to consolidate peace and stability in
each of the countries affected by the Lord’s
Resistance Army;

Whereas the Lord’s Resistance Army en-
gages in elephant poaching and the violent
pillaging of natural resources in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo and the Central
African Republic, using the profits from its
sales of ivory, gold, and diamonds to fund its
operations and the purchase of munitions;

Whereas the senior core command struc-
ture of the Lord’s Resistance Army remains
functional and the 2005 arrest warrant issued
by the International Criminal Court against
Joseph Kony for war crimes and crimes
against humanity remains pending, as testi-
mony to the continued threat faced by the
region;

Whereas the Senate remains dedicated to
the commitment established in the Lord’s
Resistance Army Disarmament and Northern
Uganda Recovery Act of 2009 (Public Law
111-172; 22 U.S.C. 2151 note) by working with
regional governments toward a comprehen-
sive and permanent resolution to the conflict
in northern Uganda and other affected areas
through the provision of political, economic,
military, and intelligence support to protect
civilians, apprehend or remove Joseph Kony
and his top commanders from the battlefield,
and disarm and demobilize the remaining
Lord’s Resistance Army fighters;

Whereas, in June 2012, the United Nations
Security Council endorsed the Regional
Strategy of the United Nations to bring an
end to the Lord’s Resistance Army by focus-
ing on the implementation of the Regional
Cooperation Initiative of the African Union
and to support the governments affected by
the ongoing conflict;

Whereas, on September 18 and 19, 2012, the
Governments of the Central African Repub-
lic, South Sudan, and the Republic of Ugan-
da dedicated contingents of their armed
forces to a unified African Union Regional
Task Force mandated to permanently end
the Lord’s Resistance Army threat, with the
Government of the Democratic Republic of
the Congo following suit on February 14,
2013;

Whereas Joseph Kony remains a Specially
Designated Global Terrorist and, on January
15, 2013, the Department of State under its
Rewards for Justice Program announced a
reward for information leading to Kony’s ar-
rest or conviction;

Whereas, on December 10, 2014, the United
Nations Security Council issued a presi-
dential statement welcoming the continued
advisory and logistical support provided by
the United States to the African Union Re-
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gional Task Force, while noting continued
reports of the presence of senior Lord’s Re-
sistance Army leaders in the disputed Kafia
Kingi enclave and reports of opportunistic
collaboration between the Lord’s Resistance
Army and ex-Seleka forces in the Central Af-
rican Republic;

Whereas, on March 25, 2014, President
Barack Obama notified Congress of the in-
creased commitment of approximately 250
members of the United States Armed Forces
to the Regional Task Force to assist regional
forces in their efforts to protect civilians,
encourage defections from the Lord’s Resist-
ance Army, and bring Joseph Kony and his
senior leadership to justice;

Whereas reports from nongovernmental or-
ganizations operating on the ground indicate
that local communities and civil society
leaders in the region have welcomed and con-
tinue to support the presence and continued
assistance of United States military advi-
sors;

Whereas, due to the continued efforts of
the Regional Task Force of the African
Union and United States military advisors,
killings carried out by the Lord’s Resistance
Army have dropped 90 percent since 2011 and
approximately 25 percent of the core fighting
force of the Lord’s Resistance Army has de-
fected or been otherwise removed from the
battlefield since January 2013;

Whereas over 120 women and children held
in long-term captivity by the Lord’s Resist-
ance Army escaped from the rebel group in
2014;

Whereas reports from nongovernmental or-
ganizations and the United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
demonstrate an increase in attacks and ab-
ductions by the Lord’s Resistance Army in
2014 compared to 2013, as well as an increase
in internally displaced persons in the north-
eastern region of the Democratic Republic of
the Congo in late 2014;

Whereas the African Union Regional Task
Force reported in January 2015 that OKkot
Odhiambo, a senior Lord’s Resistance Army
officer indicted by the International Crimi-
nal Court on charges of war crimes and
crimes against humanity, was killed in bat-
tle in 2013;

Whereas, on January b5, 2015, Dominic
Ongwen, a senior Lord’s Resistance Army of-
ficer indicted by the International Criminal
Court on charges of war crimes and crimes
against humanity, defected to forces from
the United States and African Union Re-
gional Task Force;

Whereas the inability of the Central Afri-
can Republic and the Democratic Republic of
the Congo to defuse violence, establish le-
gitimate and effective governance, or
achieve basic development objectives
throughout their countries has provided safe
haven for the Lord’s Resistance Army and
the failure to immediately de-escalate and
resolve the broader national crisis risks
eclipsing gains made by United States efforts
to prevent atrocities in the southeastern re-
gion of the Central African Republic; and

Whereas targeted United States assistance
and leadership has made a significant impact
on preventing further mass atrocities and
curtailing humanitarian suffering in central
Africa and must be reinforced to maintain
these gains: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns Joseph Kony and the Lord’s
Resistance Army for continuing to per-
petrate crimes against humanity and mass
atrocities, and supports ongoing efforts by
the United States, the African Union, the
international community, and governments
in central Africa to remove Joseph Kony and
Lord’s Resistance Army commanders from
the battlefield and promote protection and
recovery for affected communities;
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(2) commends the continued efforts by the
African Union, the United Nations, and re-
gional partners to end the threat posed by
the Lord’s Resistance Army;

(3) supports efforts to provide the Regional
Task Force with the logistics support and
authorizations needed to access all areas of
suspected Lord’s Resistance Army activity
in the Central African Republic and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo;

(4) urges the President to reauthorize the
deployment of United States Armed Forces
personnel in support of Operation Observant
Compass until senior Lord’s Resistance
Army commanders are removed from the
battlefield and the group no longer poses a
significant threat to civilians;

(5) urges the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of Defense to support the African
Union and the Regional Task Force, as well
as regional partners, in their efforts to deny
the Lord’s Resistance Army safe haven in
Sudan and in the disputed Kafia Kingi en-
clave, by expanding defection messaging ini-
tiatives, urging the African Union to engage
more proactively in diplomatic outreach to
the Government of Sudan, and removing Jo-
seph Kony and his top commanders from the
battlefield through the sharing of intel-
ligence and other military assistance;

(6) urges the African Union and the Re-
gional Task Force, with the support of the
European Union, as well as the Governments
of Uganda, South Sudan, the Central African
Republic, and the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, to implement the Regional Strat-
egy of the United Nations by—

(A) fully implementing the Regional Co-
operation Initiative developed by the African
Union to bring an end to the Lord’s Resist-
ance Army;

(B) enhancing efforts to promote the pro-
tection of civilians in all areas in which the
Lord’s Resistance Army operates; and

(C) broadening current efforts of disar-
mament, demobilization, repatriation, reset-
tlement, and reintegration to all areas af-
fected by the Lord’s Resistance Army, as
well as humanitarian and child protection
efforts;

(7)) welcomes the continued defections of
men, women, and children from the Lord’s
Resistance Army, and calls on governments
in the region and the international commu-
nity to support their demobilization and safe
return;

(8) calls on the Secretary of State, the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, and the heads of other relevant
United States Government agencies to uti-
lize authorized and appropriated funds—

(A) to continue efforts to enhance intel-
ligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance
support to the African Union Regional Task
Force, and specifically to encourage addi-
tional enablers and actionable intelligence
to increase the effectiveness of partner oper-
ations;

(B) to work with the United Nations, the
African Union, and regional government
partners to encourage and help non-indicted
Lord’s Resistance Army members, abductees,
and noncombatants to defect safely from the
group through the distribution of aerial leaf-
lets, the broadcast of ‘‘come home’ radio
programs, and the continuation of flights
utilizing helicopter-based speaker systems
over known areas of Lord’s Resistance Army
operation;

(C) to expand efforts to prevent the Lord’s
Resistance Army from funding its operations
through the theft and trade of illicit ivory,
gold, and diamonds; and

(D) to support rehabilitation and re-
integration programs led by nongovern-
mental organizations and regional govern-
ment partners for children, youth, and
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adults that have been abducted and indoctri-
nated by the Lord’s Resistance Army;

(9) commends those members of the United
States Armed Forces previously or currently
deployed to serve in support of Operation Ob-
servant Compass for their critical contribu-
tions to efforts to remove Joseph Kony and
Lord’s Resistance Army commanders from
the battlefield, protect civilians, and encour-
age members of the Lord’s Resistance Army
to peacefully defect; and

(10) urges the President, with input from
United States Government agencies, re-
gional governments, multilateral partners,
and nongovernmental organizations, to de-
velop a strategy aimed at supporting sus-
tainable recovery and security within areas
affected by the Lord’s Resistance Army, with
existing resources, and in partnership with
other donors and multilateral bodies, includ-
ing the World Bank, the European Union,
and others.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 238—EX-
PRESSING THE DETERMINATION
OF THE SENATE THAT THE 60-
CALENDAR DAY PERIOD FOR
CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF
THE NUCLEAR AGREEMENT
WITH IRAN DID NOT BEGIN WITH
THE TRANSMITTAL OF THE
AGREEMENT ON JULY 19, 2015,
BECAUSE THAT TRANSMITTAL
DID NOT INCLUDE ALL MATE-
RIALS REQUIRED TO BE TRANS-
MITTED PURSUANT TO THE IRAN
NUCLEAR AGREEMENT REVIEW
ACT OF 2015

Mr. CRUZ submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 238

Whereas section 135(a) of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as added by section 2 of the
Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act of 2015
(Public Law 114-17), states that ‘‘Not later
than 5 calendar days after reaching an agree-
ment with Iran relating to the nuclear pro-
gram of Iran, the President shall transmit to
the appropriate congressional committees
and leadership. . .the agreement, as defined
in subsection (h)(1), including all related ma-
terials and annexes;’’;

Whereas, under section 135(h)(1) of such
Act (as so added), the term ‘‘agreement’ is
defined as ‘‘an agreement related to the nu-
clear program of Iran that includes the
United States, commits the United States to
take action, or pursuant to which the United
States commits or otherwise agrees to take
action, regardless of the form it takes,
whether a political commitment or other-
wise, and regardless of whether it is legally
binding or not, including any joint com-
prehensive plan of action entered into or
made between Iran and any other parties,
and any additional materials related thereto,
including annexes, appendices, codicils, side
agreements, implementing materials, docu-
ments, and guidance, technical or other un-
derstandings, and any related agreements,
whether entered into or implemented prior
to the agreement or to be entered into or im-
plemented in the future.”’;

Whereas section 135(b)(1) of such Act (as so
added) states that ‘“‘During the 30-calendar
day period following transmittal by the
President of an agreement pursuant to sub-
section (a), the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives shall, as appropriate, hold hearings and
briefings and otherwise obtain information
in order to fully review such agreement.’’;
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Whereas section 135(b)(2) of such Act (as so
added) states that ‘“The period for congres-
sional review under paragraph (1) shall be 60
calendar days if an agreement, including all
materials required to be transmitted to Con-
gress pursuant to subsection (a)(1), is trans-
mitted pursuant to subsection (a) between
July 10, 2015, and September 7, 2015.”’;

Whereas section 135(b)(3) of such Act (as so
added) states that ‘“‘prior to and during the
period for transmission of an agreement in
subsection (a)(1) and during the period for
congressional review provided in paragraph
(1), including any additional period as appli-
cable under the exception provided in para-
graph (2), the President may not waive, sus-
pend, reduce, provide relief from, or other-
wise limit the application of statutory sanc-
tions with respect to Iran under any provi-
sion of law or refrain from applying any such
sanctions pursuant to an agreement de-
scribed in subsection (a).”’;

Whereas the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action was agreed to on July 14, 2015, by the
nations of China, France, Russia, the United
Kingdom, Germany, the United States, and
Iran;

Whereas the Department of State asserted
that it had transmitted to Congress the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, its an-
nexes, and related materials on July 19, 2015;

Whereas Senator Tom Cotton of Arkansas
and Congressman Mike Pompeo of Kansas
were informed by officials from the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency of addi-
tional side agreements with Iran that were
not included in the Department of State’s
transmission to Congress;

Whereas guidance materials related to
sanctions relief, sanctions interpretations,
and licensing policy described in the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action were not in-
cluded in the Department of State’s trans-
mission to Congress; and

Whereas the integrity of the proceedings of
the Senate is compromised by the inability
of the Senate and its committees to carry
out the review provided under section
135(b)(3) of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 be-
cause of the absence of all documents re-
quired to be transmitted under that section:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the determination of
the Senate that—

(1) for purposes of section 135(b)(2) of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as added by sec-
tion 2 of the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review
Act of 2015 (Public Law 114-17), the 60-cal-
endar day period for congressional review of
the agreement with Iran relating to the nu-
clear program of Iran did not begin with the
transmittal of the agreement on July 19,
2015, because that transmittal did not in-
clude all materials required to be trans-
mitted under the definition of the term
‘“‘agreement’’ under section 135(h)(1) of such
Act (as so added), including specifically side
agreements with Iran and United States
Government-issued guidance materials in re-
lation to Iran; and

(2) the 60-calendar day period for review of
such agreement in the Senate cannot be con-
sidered to have begun until the Majority
Leader certifies that all of the materials re-
quired to be transmitted under the definition
of the term ‘‘agreement’ under such Act, in-
cluding any side agreements with Iran and
United States Government-issued guidance
materials in relation to Iran, have been
transmitted to the Majority Leader.
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