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Whereas, as a result of increasing airline 

baggage fees charged by airlines for checked 
luggage, passengers are encouraged to in-
crease the contents of carry-on luggage to 
avoid the extra cost of baggage fees; and 

Whereas, increased carry-on luggage of 
boarding airline passengers may be cor-
related to the claims of lost, damaged, or de-
layed passenger luggage, because passengers 
are oftentimes asked to check carry-on lug-
gage at the boarding gate, which may re-
quire passengers to wait for such luggage 
after deboarding an aircraft, or luggage and 
contents may become damaged during the 
process of fitting carry-on luggage onto 
boarded aircrafts; and 

Whereas, although checked luggage may be 
lost, damaged, or delayed for a variety of 
reasons, baggage handling systems, airline 
negligence, and the act of luggage offloading 
to accommodate extra fuel have also been 
discussed as reasons for lost, damaged, or de-
layed passenger luggage; and 

Whereas, the aforementioned concerns of 
airline passengers are issues of consumer 
protection for which the United States Con-
gress has the constitutional power to address 
and determine fair and reasonable solutions 
through codified law or regulatory rule-
making: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to regulate airline baggage fees and 
processes for consumers as it relates to 
transportation of passenger luggage and pas-
senger delays resulting from lost, damaged, 
or delayed luggage; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–71. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
memorializing the United States Congress to 
take such actions as are necessary to amend 
the employer shared responsibility provi-
sions regarding employee health coverage 
under Section 4980H of the Internal Revenue 
Code, as enacted by the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act, to eliminate pen-
alties on school districts; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 87 
Whereas, a highly contentious aspect of 

the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (Public Law 111–148), referred to here-
after as ‘‘the ACA’’, is its imposition of fi-
nancial penalties on employers known as 
‘‘employer shared responsibility’’; and 

Whereas, the employer shared responsi-
bility penalty applies to certain businesses 
with fifty or more full-time employees that 
either do not offer insurance or offer cov-
erage which does not meet minimum stand-
ards set forth in the ACA; and 

Whereas, after nearly four years of delays 
and regulatory uncertainty regarding appli-
cation of the employer shared responsibility 
penalty following enactment of the ACA in 
March of 2010, the Internal Revenue Service, 
in its final regulations on the penalty issued 
in February of 2014 (79 Fed. Reg. 8544 (Feb-
ruary 22, 2014)), provided that there is no ex-
clusion from the penalty for government en-
tities; and 

Whereas, for purposes of the penalty, a 
‘‘full-time employee’’ is now defined as any 
employee working an average of more than 
thirty hours per week or one hundred thirty 
hours per month; and 

Whereas, because many part-time and tem-
porary school personnel count as ‘‘full-time 
employees’’ under the ACA, the school dis-

tricts of this state now face crippling finan-
cial penalties, typically in the amount of 
two thousand dollars per employee who lacks 
health coverage, for not providing health 
coverage to personnel who traditionally have 
not been considered full-time employees: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to amend the employer shared respon-
sibility provisions regarding employee 
health coverage under Section 4980H of the 
Internal Revenue Code, as enacted by the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act, to 
eliminate penalties on school districts; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–72. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of Rockland County, New York, urg-
ing the United States Congress and the New 
York State legislature to strengthen guide-
lines for the distribution of Medicaid serv-
ices and to prevent Medicaid fraud, waste, 
and abuse; to the Committee on Finance. 

POM–73. A communication from a citizen 
of the United States of Illinois memori-
alizing the State of Illinois’s petition to the 
United States Congress calling for a con-
stitutional convention for the purpose of 
proposing amendments; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 1334. A bill to strengthen enforcement 
mechanisms to stop illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated fishing, to amend the Tuna Con-
ventions Act of 1950 to implement the Anti-
gua Convention, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI for the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

*Jonathan Elkind, of Maryland, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Energy (International 
Affairs). 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MCCAIN: 
S. 1873. A bill to strengthen accountability 

for deployment of border security technology 
at the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. MCCAIN, 
Mr. ENZI, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. COATS, Mr. JOHNSON, 
Mr. GARDNER, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. COCHRAN, and Mr. PERDUE): 

S. 1874. A bill to provide protections for 
workers with respect to their right to select 
or refrain from selecting representation by a 
labor organization; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. CORKER): 

S. 1875. A bill to support enhanced account-
ability for United States assistance to Af-
ghanistan, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. REED, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mr. FRANKEN): 

S. 1876. A bill to rename the Office to Mon-
itor and Combat Trafficking of the Depart-
ment of State the Bureau to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking in Persons and to pro-
vide for an Assistant Secretary to head such 
Bureau, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAIN, and Mr. ROUNDS): 

S. 1877. A bill to require the Attorney Gen-
eral to appoint a special prosecutor to inves-
tigate Planned Parenthood, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
ISAKSON): 

S. 1878. A bill to extend the pediatric pri-
ority review voucher program; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BARRASSO: 
S. 1879. A bill to improve processes in the 

Department of the Interior, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. ROBERTS: 
S. 1880. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to prevent veterans from 
being disqualified from contributing to 
health savings accounts by reason of receiv-
ing medical care for service-connected dis-
abilities under programs administered by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mrs. ERNST (for herself, Mr. 
MCCONNELL, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. COATS, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. ENZI, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. SASSE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. DAINES, and Mr. CRUZ): 

S. 1881. A bill to prohibit Federal funding 
of Planned Parenthood Federation of Amer-
ica; read the first time. 

By Mr. CARDIN (by request): 
S.J. Res. 20. A joint resolution relating to 

the approval of the proposed Agreement for 
Cooperation Between the United States of 
America and the Government of the Republic 
of Korea Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nu-
clear Energy; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, and Mr. SCHATZ): 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:13 Jul 29, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A28JY6.009 S28JYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6074 July 28, 2015 
S. Res. 233. A resolution recognizing July 

28, 2015, as ‘‘World Hepatitis Day’’; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KIRK, Mr. ROUNDS, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. KAINE, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
KING, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. FRANKEN, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 
STABENOW, Ms. WARREN, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. REED, and Mr. CARDIN): 

S. Con. Res. 20. A concurrent resolution 
recognizing and honoring the 25th anniver-
sary of the date of enactment of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990; considered 
and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 174 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 174, a bill to end offshore tax 
abuses, to preserve our national de-
fense and protect American families 
and businesses from devastating cuts, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 242 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 242, a bill to amend title 
5, United States Code, to provide leave 
to any new Federal employee who is a 
veteran with a service-connected dis-
ability rated at 30 percent or more for 
purposes of undergoing medical treat-
ment for such disability, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 258 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 258, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
move the 96-hour physician certifi-
cation requirement for inpatient crit-
ical access hospital services. 

S. 271 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from Colorado (Mr. BEN-
NET) was added as a cosponsor of S. 271, 
a bill to amend title 10, United States 
Code, to permit certain retired mem-
bers of the uniformed services who 
have a service-connected disability to 
receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of 
military service or Combat-Related 
Special Compensation, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 314 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 314, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
coverage under the Medicare program 
of pharmacist services. 

S. 338 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 338, a bill to permanently reau-
thorize the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund. 

S. 498 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
498, a bill to allow reciprocity for the 
carrying of certain concealed firearms. 

S. 539 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 539, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation 
therapy caps. 

S. 559 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
WICKER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
559, a bill to prohibit the Secretary of 
Education from engaging in regulatory 
overreach with regard to institutional 
eligibility under title IV of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 590 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 590, a bill to amend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 and the 
Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Se-
curity Policy and Campus Crime Sta-
tistics Act to combat campus sexual vi-
olence, and for other purposes. 

S. 598 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 598, a bill to improve the un-
derstanding of, and promote access to 
treatment for, chronic kidney disease, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 637 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 637, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and 
modify the railroad track maintenance 
credit. 

S. 661 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 661, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to enhance the 
dependent care tax credit, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 683 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 683, a bill to extend the prin-
ciple of federalism to State drug pol-
icy, provide access to medical mari-
juana, and enable research into the me-
dicinal properties of marijuana. 

S. 689 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 

(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 689, a bill to provide protections 
for certain sports medicine profes-
sionals who provide certain medical 
services in a secondary State. 

S. 798 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 798, a bill to provide for notice to, 
and input by, State insurance commis-
sioners when requiring an insurance 
company to serve as a source of finan-
cial strength or when the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation places a 
lien against an insurance company’s 
assets, and for other purposes. 

S. 799 
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 

the name of the Senator from Maine 
(Ms. COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 799, a bill to combat the rise of 
prenatal opioid abuse and neonatal ab-
stinence syndrome. 

S. 804 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 804, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to specify coverage of continuous glu-
cose monitoring devices, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 812 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 812, a bill to enhance the ability 
of community financial institutions to 
foster economic growth and serve their 
communities, boost small businesses, 
increase individual savings, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 890 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 890, a bill to amend title 
54, United States Code, to provide con-
sistent and reliable authority for, and 
for the funding of, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund to maximize the ef-
fectiveness of the Fund for future gen-
erations, and for other purposes. 

S. 968 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 968, a bill to require the Com-
missioner of Social Security to revise 
the medical and evaluation criteria for 
determining disability in a person di-
agnosed with Huntington’s Disease and 
to waive the 24-month waiting period 
for Medicare eligibility for individuals 
disabled by Huntington’s Disease. 

S. 1000 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1000, a bill to strengthen re-
sources for entrepreneurs by improving 
the SCORE program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1073 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
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