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(1) congratulates The Ohio State Univer-
sity Buckeyes football team for winning the
2015 College Football Playoff national cham-
pionship;

(2) recognizes the players, coaches, staff,
and fans whose hard work led to the cham-
pionship; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate prepare an official copy of this
resolution for presentation to—

(A) the President of The Ohio State Uni-
versity;

(B) the director of athletics at The Ohio
State University; and

(C) the head coach of The Ohio State Uni-
versity football team.

SENATE RESOLUTION 51—RECOG-
NIZING THE GOALS OF CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS WEEK AND HONORING
THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr.
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:
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Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States are internationally acclaimed for
their academic excellence and provide stu-
dents with more than an exceptional scho-
lastic education;

Whereas Catholic schools instill a broad,
values-based education, emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual,
physical, and social values in young people
in the United States;

Whereas Catholic schools provide a high
level of service to the United States by pro-
viding a strong academic and moral founda-
tion to a diverse student population from all
regions of the country and all socioeconomic
backgrounds;

Whereas Catholic schools are an affordable
option for parents, particularly in under-
served urban areas;

Whereas Catholic schools produce students
who are strongly dedicated to their faith,
values, families, and communities, by pro-
viding an intellectually stimulating environ-
ment that is rich in spiritual, character, and
moral development;

Whereas Catholic schools are committed to
community service, producing graduates who
hold ‘“‘helping others’ as a core value;

Whereas the total student enrollment in
Catholic schools in the United States for the
2014-2015 academic year is almost 2,000,000
and the student-to-teacher ratio is 13.1 to 1;

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States educate a diverse population of stu-
dents, of which 20.4 percent belong to racial
minorities, 15.9 percent are of Hispanic or
Latino origin, and 16.9 percent are non-
Catholics;

Whereas the Catholic high school gradua-
tion rate in the United States is 99 percent,
with 87 percent of graduates attending a 4-
year college;

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the TUnited
States Conference of Catholic Bishops stat-
ed, “Education is one of the most important
ways by which the Church fulfills its com-
mitment to the dignity of the person and
building of community. Community is cen-
tral to education ministry, both as a nec-
essary condition and an ardently desired
goal. The educational efforts of the Church,
therefore, must be directed to forming per-
sons-in-community; for the education of the
individual Christian is important not only to
his solitary destiny, but also the destinies of
the many communities in which he lives.”’;
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Whereas the week of January 25, 2015, to
January 31, 2015, has been designated as ‘‘Na-
tional Catholic Schools Week’ by the Na-
tional Catholic Educational Association and
the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops;

Whereas the National Catholic Schools
Week was first established in 1974 and has
been celebrated annually for the past 41
years; and

Whereas the theme for National Catholic
Schools Week 2015 is ‘‘Catholic Schools:
Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Serv-
ice”’; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of National Catholic
Schools Week, an event cosponsored by the
National Catholic Educational Association
and the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops and established to recognize the
vital contributions of the thousands of
Catholic elementary and secondary schools
in the United States; and

(2) commends Catholic schools, students,
parents, and teachers across the United
States for ongoing contributions to edu-
cation and for playing a vital role in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 52—CALLING

FOR THE RELEASE OF UKRAIN-
IAN FIGHTER PILOT NADIYA
SAVCHENKO, WHO WAS CAP-
TURED BY RUSSIAN FORCES IN
EASTERN UKRAINE AND HAS
BEEN HELD ILLEGALLY IN A
RUSSIAN PRISON SINCE JULY
2014

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
WICKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:
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Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is the first-
ever female fighter pilot in Ukraine’s Armed
Forces and is an Iraqi war veteran;

Whereas, in the ongoing conflict in Eastern
Ukraine, Nadiya Savchenko volunteered her
services to the Ukrainian Aidar battalion;

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko was elected in
absentia from the Batkivshchyna Party to
Ukraine’s Parliament in October 2014, and
appointed to the Parliament Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE) as a representa-
tive from Ukraine;

Whereas, as a member of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine, Lieutenant Nadiya Savchenko
was conducting operations in eastern
Ukraine against pro-Russian forces in the
summer of 2014 when she was captured and
taken into captivity;

Whereas, during her mission in Eastern
Ukraine, she was captured by the Donbas
People’s Militia, detained on Ukrainian ter-
ritory, deprived of rights to due process, and
illegally transferred to the Russian Federa-
tion to stand trial on unsubstantiated
charges of terrorism;

Whereas, since July 2014, Nadiya
Savchenko has endured involuntary psy-
chiatric evaluations and solitary confine-
ment;

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is currently
entering her sixth week of a hunger strike as
a symbol of her protest;

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is denied ac-
cess to urgently needed medical attention
and access to legal counsel;

Whereas the Minsk Protocol of September
2014, signed by Ukraine and the Russian Fed-
eration, calls for the ‘‘immediate release of
all hostages and illegally held persons’’;

Whereas appeals have been made to the
United Nations Human Rights Council and
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the International Red Cross to secure Nadiya
Savchenko’s release;

Whereas the international community, in-
cluding representatives of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)
and of the United States, have urged her im-
mediate release;

Whereas, on January 26, 2015, the opening
day of the Parliamentary Assembly, the
global community embarks on a public cam-
paign to bring attention to the plight of
Nadiya Savchenko and demand her imme-
diate release; and

Whereas the Government and people of the
United States express concern about the de-
teriorating health of detained pilot Nadiya
Savchenko and her continued illegal impris-
onment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation for its illegal imprisonment
of Nadiya Savchenko;

(2) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to immediately release Nadiya
Savchenko;

(3) calls on the United States, its European
allies, and the international community to
aggressively support efforts to release
Nadiya Savchenko and other illegally de-
tained persons; and

(4) expresses solidarity with the Ukrainian
people.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 247. Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself and
Mr. TESTER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 1,
to approve the Keystone XL Pipeline; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

—————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 247. Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself
and Mr. TESTER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 1, to approve the Keystone
XL Pipeline; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . STUDY ON RESOURCES REQUIRED TO
ENSURE SAFE TRANSPORTATION BY
PIPELINE AND RAIL OF PETROLEUM
PRODUCTS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation and the Administrator of Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administra-
tion (PHMSA) shall conduct a study on the
resources necessary to ensure the safe trans-
portation of crude oil, petroleum products,
natural gas, natural gas liquids, and related
products, including by rail and pipeline. The
study shall focus on the following priorities:

(A) Ensuring the safe transportation of
crude oil, petroleum products, natural gas,
natural gas liquids, and related products by
rail and pipeline.

(B) Ensuring PHMSA has the necessary
personnel and other resources, including ac-
cess to new and emerging technologies, to
properly monitor and regulate the transpor-
tation of crude oil, petroleum products, nat-
ural gas, natural gas liquids, and related
products by rail and pipeline.

(2) ScoPE.—The study required under this
subsection shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) An examination of the current and pro-
jected resources and personnel at the Depart-
ment of Transportation and PHMSA that are
or will be dedicated to regulating, moni-
toring, and ensuring the overall safe trans-
portation of crude oil, petroleum products,
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natural gas, natural gas liquids, and related
products by rail and pipeline.

(B) A determination of the appropriate
manpower personnel, resources, and funding
requirements for all Department and Admin-
istration elements that do or are expected to
play a significant role in regulating, moni-
toring, and ensuring the overall safe trans-
portation of crude oil, petroleum products,
natural gas, natural gas liquids, and related
products by rail and pipeline.

(C) An assessment and description of the
personnel, resources, and funding needs for
each State, and a description of the State,
local, and tribal resources and personnel
that are dedicated to performing the tasks
described in subparagraph (B).

(D) The development and use of technology
for each of the Department and Administra-
tion elements involved in regulating, moni-
toring, or otherwise ensuring the overall safe
transportation of crude oil, petroleum prod-
ucts, natural gas, natural gas liquids, and re-
lated products by rail and pipeline, including
whether the elements need additional tech-
nological assets and how best to acquire
needed additional technological assets.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 2 years thereafter, the Secretary
of Transportation and the PHMSA Adminis-
trator, in conjunction with the heads of
other Federal agencies, as appropriate, shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the study conducted
under subsection (a).

(2) CONTENT.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) The findings of the study conducted
under subsection (a).

(B) Input from other Federal agencies that
have any significant role in the safe trans-
portation of crude oil, petroleum products,
natural gas, natural gas liquids, and related
products by rail and pipeline.

(C) A description of any impending changes
to regulations or policy that may have an ef-
fect on personnel, resources, or funding or
that would otherwise impact the ability of
the Department and the Administration to
meet the basic standards necessary to prop-
erly monitor and regulate the transportation
of crude oil, petroleum products, natural gas,
natural gas liquids, and related products by
rail and pipeline.

(D) Recommendations for enhancing safety
for the transport of crude oil, petroleum
products, natural gas, natural gas liquids,
and related products by rail and pipeline,
and what resources, personnel, and funding
would be required to implement such rec-
ommendations.

(E) An explanation of why the Department
or the Administration is not already imple-
menting any of such recommendations.

(F) Recommendations for additional legis-
lation necessary to implement recommenda-
tions contained in the report.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”’
means—

(1) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation, the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, the Committee on Finance, and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate; and

(2) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, the Committee on Natural Resources,
the Committee on Homeland Security, the
Committee on Ways and Means, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry, be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on January
28, 2015, at 4 p.m., in room SR-216 of the
Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 28, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
January 28, 2015, at 1:30 p.m in room
SH-219 of the Hart Senate Office Build-
ing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
January 28, 2015, at 10 a.m. in room SR~
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a hearing entitled,
“Freight Rail Transportation: Enhanc-
ing Safety, Efficiency, and Commerce.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on January
28, 2015, at 9:30 a.m. in room SD-406 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building, to
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘“The Im-
portance of MAP-21 Reauthorization:
Federal and State Perspectives.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on January 28, 2015, at 11 a.m. in room
SD-215 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 28, 2015, at 9:45 a.m.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session on January 28, 2015,
at 9:30 a.m., in room SD-430 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDIING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on January 28, 2015, at 1:30 p.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Protecting
America from Cyber Attacks: The Im-
portance of Information Sharing.”
The PRESIDIING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on January 28, 2015, in room SD-628
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building,
at 2:05 p.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Indian Country Priorities for the
114th Congress.”
The PRESIDIING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on January 28, 2015, at 10 a.m., in
room SH-216 of the Hart Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
‘““Attorney General Nomination.”
The PRESIDIING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Janu-
ary 28, 2015, at 10:30 a.m., in room SR~
428A of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.
The PRESIDIING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Janu-
ary 28, 2015, at 2 p.m.
The PRESIDIING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on January 28, 2015, at 2:30 p.m. in
room S-211 of the Capitol Building.
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