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committee can work. And shortly thereafter,
I hope that we will report it to the floor.
Senator McConnell is very pleased with the
debate on the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act—the fact that we’re working
on something so important in a bipartisan
way and want to get a result that’s good for
the country. He told me last night that he’s
very interested in our Higher Education Act
and that he’ll work to find floor time for it.
So I'm very optimistic about that and look
forward to it.
Thank you very much.e

———————

RECOGNIZING PRATT & WHITNEY
90TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize and congratulate
Pratt & Whitney as it celebrates the
90th anniversary of its incorporation.

In 1925 Frederick Rentschler arrived
at the old Pope-Hartford auto plant on
Capitol Avenue in Hartford, CT with a
simple, yet groundbreaking idea: build
a new and better aircraft engine. In the
beginning, such a lofty goal seemed out
of reach. Rentschler had just 24 em-
ployees, barely any equipment and a
modest amount of money. But
Rentschler was able to create a name
for Pratt & Whitney by placing a great
value on integrity, customer service,
and product quality.

From its humble beginnings in that
old auto plant in Hartford, Pratt &
Whitney has grown to be a world leader
in the design and manufacture of mili-
tary and commercial aircraft engines.
For over 90 years, Pratt & Whitney has
stayed true to this pioneering spirit
and passion for excellence, continually
working to revolutionize the aviation
industry and build a better engine for
tomorrow.

Throughout its storied history, Pratt
& Whitney has always answered its
country’s call. During World War II,
the company reduced its prices for the
U.S. Navy to contribute to the war ef-
fort. Today Pratt is still operating a
culture of cost reduction and producing
the power for some of the most formi-
dable aircraft in American history with
versatile products like the F-135 en-
gine. And now Pratt is answering
President Obama’s call to combat the
threat of climate change and keep fu-
ture generations safe. With its break-
through technologies like the Geared
Turbofan engine, Pratt is raising the
industry standard for emissions effi-
ciency.

Pratt & Whitney has continued to
stay true to its roots as a Connecticut
company. For generations now, Pratt
& Whitney has provided secure career
opportunities to workers in my State.
Pratt & Whitney’s legacy of depend-
ability and leadership in innovation
have helped to make Connecticut’s de-
fense manufacturing industry second
to none. I am proud and thankful for
Pratt’s investments in the State of
Connecticut and its contributions to
our country’s national security, and I
remain committed to supporting the
jobs created by Pratt & Whitney. As I
continue to serve in the Senate, I will

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

continue to work to protect our na-
tional defense programs.

While other aircraft companies have
come and gone, Pratt & Whitney has
proven that it can stand the test of
time.®

TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT
JOSEPH FONTENOT

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor SSG Joseph Fontenot of
Larose, LA, who is winner of the 2015
Army Times Soldier of the Year.
Fontenot is currently stationed in Fort
Campbell, KY, as a field artilleryman
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 320th
Field Artillery Regiment, part of the
101st Airborne Division 3rd Brigade
Combat Team.

Joseph Fontenot’s experience with
the military began while he was on
tour with his rock band, Jacknife. At
31, following a conversation with a Na-
tional Guard soldier, Fontenot decided
to put away his bass guitar and to
begin serving his country as a soldier
in the Army. After joining the Army in
January 2006, Fontenot made the deci-
sion to develop his leadership abilities.
Through help from his mentor, he chal-
lenged himself to push his limits both
mentally and physically.

In 2008, Fontenot deployed to Bagh-
dad, Iraq for a year-long tour. In 2010,
he was redeployed to the Arghandab
River Valley, and bravely served in one
of the most dangerous stations in
southern Afghanistan. The experiences
there along with the loss of fallen com-
patriots and friends strengthened
Fontenot’s commitment to the Army
and bolstered his resolve to continue
onward. Since 2012, he has served as
drill sergeant where his outstanding
commitment led him to be chosen to
serve at the U.S. Army Drill Sergeant
Academy.

Fontenot’s accomplishments, how-
ever, extend far beyond his military ap-
titude. Not only is he a frequent volun-
teer at the local veterans’ hospital and
homeless children’s center, he also par-
ticipates in Camp Kemo, a program for
children battling cancer.

Fontenot’s continued dedication and
leadership were noticed by his peers,
who nominated him for the 15th An-
nual Army Times Soldier of the Year
Award for his exemplary leadership. In
February 2015, Fontenot rescued a
young man in need whose car had
crashed into a canal. Despite the freez-
ing temperatures, Fontenot jumped
into the water and pulled the man from
his car.

SSG Joseph Fontenot is a man of
true courage. I am honored and hum-
bled to share his heroism, and I thank
him for his services to our country.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

The President pro tempore (Mr.
HATCH) reported that on today, July 22,
2015, he had signed the following en-
rolled bills, which were previously
signed by the Speaker of the House:
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S. 971. An act to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for an in-
crease in the limit on the length of an agree-
ment under the Medicare independence at
home medical practice demonstration pro-
gram.

S. 984. An act to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories
for speech generating devices and to remove
the rental cap for durable medical equipment
under the Medicare Program with respect to
speech generating devices.

At 12:34 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 237. An act to authorize the revoca-
tion or denial of passports and passport cards
to individuals affiliated with foreign ter-
rorist organizations, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1557. An act to amend the Notification
and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination
and Retaliation Act of 2002 to strengthen
Federal antidiscrimination laws enforced by
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission and expand accountability within
the Federal government, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 2256. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to submit an annual report on
the Veterans Health Administration, to pro-
vide for the identification and tracking of bi-
ological implants used in Department of Vet-
erans Affairs facilities, and for other pur-
poses.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 237. An act to authorize the revoca-
tion or denial of passports and passport cards
to individuals affiliated with foreign ter-
rorist organizations, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

H.R. 1557. An act to amend the Notification
and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination
and Retaliation Act of 2002 to strengthen
Federal antidiscrimination laws enforced by
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission and expand accountability within
the Federal government, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 2256. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to submit an annual report on
the Veterans Health Administration, to pro-
vide for the identification and tracking of bi-
ological implants used in Department of Vet-
erans Affairs facilities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

———

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, July 22, 2015, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bills:

S. 971. An act to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for an in-
crease in the limit on the length of an agree-
ment under the Medicare independence at
home medical practice demonstration pro-
gram.

S. 984. An act to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories
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for speech generating devices and to remove
the rental cap for durable medical equipment
under the Medicare Program with respect to
speech generating devices.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-2348. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Use of Lump Sum
Payments to Replace Lifetime Income Being
Received by Retirees Under Defined Benefit
Pension Plans’ (Notice 2015-49) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 14, 2015; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-2349. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Coverage of Certain
Preventive Services Under the Affordable
Care Act” ((RIN1545-BJ58, RIN1545-BM37,
and RIN15645-BM39) (TD 9726)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
14, 2015; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-2350. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Intelligence), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a fiscal year 2014
report relative to data mining (0OSS-2015-
1001); to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-2351. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Political-Military
Affairs, Department of State, transmitting,
pursuant to law, an addendum to a certifi-
cation of the proposed sale or export of de-
fense articles and/or defense services to a
Middle East country (0SS-2015-0944); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 1297. A bill to update the Commercial
Space Launch Act by amending title 51,
United States Code, to promote competitive-
ness of the U.S. commercial space sector,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 114-88).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
HELLER):

S. 1825. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to obtain the consent of affected
State and local governments before making
an expenditure from the Nuclear Waste Fund
for a nuclear waste repository; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, and Mr. CORNYN):

S. 1826. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
99 West 2nd Street in Fond du Lac, Wis-
consin, as the Lieutenant Colonel James
“Maggie’”” Megellas Post Office; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.
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By Mr. VITTER:

S. 1827. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve the tax treat-
ment of small businesses; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. COATS, Ms.
AYOTTE, and Mrs. MCCASKILL):

S. 1828. A bill to strengthen the ability of
the Secretary of Homeland Security to de-
tect and prevent intrusions against, and to
use countermeasures to protect, government
agency information systems and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr.
BROWN):

S. 1829. A bill to require a report on re-
quirements and risks in connection with the
use of radioisotopic power systems for space
exploration beyond low-Earth orbit; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and
Ms. STABENOW):

S. 1830. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for the cov-
erage of marriage and family therapist serv-
ices and mental health counselor services
under part B of the Medicare program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 1831. A bill to revise section 48 of title
18, United States Code, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself and Mr.
MARKEY):

S. 1832. A bill to provide for increases in
the Federal minimum wage; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 1833. A bill to amend the Richard B. Rus-
sell National School Lunch Act to improve
the child and adult care food program; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. WARREN, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
KAINE, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. HIRONO, and
Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 1834. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to protect more victims of do-
mestic violence by preventing their abusers
from possessing or receiving firearms, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Ms. BALDWIN:

S. 1835. A bill to enhance military facilities
force protection; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. LANKFORD:

S. 1836. A bill to provide for a moratorium
on Federal funding to Planned Parenthood
Federation of America, Inc; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mrs. BOXER:

S. 1837. A bill to provide drought assistance
and improved water supply reliability to the
State of California, other western States,
and the Nation; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr.
UDALL):

S. 1838. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to clarify the
treatment of coordinated expenditures as
contributions to candidates, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration.

By Mr. PAUL:

S. 1839. A bill to amend titles 10 and 18, to

permit members of the Armed Forces to pos-
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sess firearms on military installations in ac-
cordance with applicable State law, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.
By Mr. CORNYN (for himself,
TOOMEY, Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. LEE):

S. 1840. A Dbill to amend title 11, United
States Code, to provide for the liquidation,
reorganization, or recapitalization of a cov-
ered financial corporation, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
TOOMEY):

S. 1841. A bill to amend title 11, United
States Code, to provide for the liquidation,
reorganization, or recapitalization of a cov-
ered financial corporation, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself, Mr.
JOHNSON, Mr. COTTON, Mr. INHOFE,
and Mr. CRUZ):

S. 1842. A Dbill to ensure State and local
compliance with all Federal immigration de-
tainers on aliens in custody and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Mr.
MCcCAIN):

S. 1843. A bill to enhance communication
between Federal, State, tribal, and local ju-
risdictions and to ensure the rapid and effec-
tive deportation of certain criminal aliens;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 51

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 51, a bill to amend title X of
the Public Health Service Act to pro-
hibit family planning grants from
being awarded to any entity that per-
forms abortions, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr.

. 27
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Delaware (Mr.
CooNs) was added as a cosponsor of S.
271, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit certain retired
members of the uniformed services who
have a service-connected disability to
receive both disability compensation
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of
military service or Combat-Related
Special Compensation, and for other
purposes.
S. 299
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
299, a bill to allow travel between the
United States and Cuba.
S. 330
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 330, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to make perma-
nent the special rule for contributions
of qualified conservation contribu-
tions, and for other purposes.
S. 571
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. SESSIONS) and the Senator
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