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do this. Why in the world would we 
shut down the Ex-Im Bank that is a 
critical part of that trade infrastruc-
ture? So why in the world, indeed. Why 
would we ever make this decision? It is 
a decision that needs to be reversed. 
We need to get the Ex-Im Bank fully 
functioning and back in business. 

So we are going to be doing every-
thing we can in this next month and 
into future months, if we expect that 
we are going to eliminate the possi-
bility of unilateral disarmament in 
trade financing. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

TRAGEDY IN CHATTANOOGA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this 
is a sad day in Chattanooga and a sad 
day across our country—another ter-
rible tragedy—a mass shooting, appar-
ently. A thorough investigation is un-
derway. 

The Senate’s thoughts are with the 
families of the marines and our entire 
military community. Our thanks, as 
usual in these situations, goes out to 
the first responders and the commu-
nity that mobilized so quickly. 

We have two great Senators from 
Tennessee, who I know are mourning 
the events of today, and the American 
people will be interested in knowing as 
soon as possible as many facts about 
this horrible shooting as possible. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PIKEVILLE 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise to recognize and congratulate the 
Pikeville Independent Schools system 
in Pikeville, KY, on the occasion of its 
100th anniversary. Under the leadership 
of Superintendent Jerry Green, it is 
one of the best public school systems in 
the Commonwealth. 

Before the founding of Pikeville Inde-
pendent Schools, in the early 20th cen-
tury, the region contained only a scat-
tering of small, one-room schoolhouses. 
In 1915, the first public high school in 
Pike County opened under the system’s 
first superintendent, Tobias J. 
Kendrick. There were approximately 
150 students and 9 teachers and admin-
istrators. Courses taught included ge-
ometry, advanced algebra, physics, 
German, rhetoric, and 4 years of Latin. 
The first senior class contained only 
one graduate, a man named Vernon 
Stump. 

Today, Pikeville Independent 
Schools includes Pikeville Elementary 
and Pikeville Junior High/High School. 
The district boasts some 1,280 students 

from preschool to the 12th grade, and 
all go by the nickname ‘‘Pikeville Pan-
thers.’’ Both Pikeville Elementary and 
Pikeville High are accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools, and the school district has 
been chosen as one of only 17 Kentucky 
school districts to receive the What 
Parents Want Award. 

Pikeville Independent Schools is con-
stantly evaluating and creating pro-
grams to serve the needs of the stu-
dents in the district. Pikeville Elemen-
tary, which serves preschool through 
grade 6, features full-time humanities 
teachers for art, music, and band. It 
has transition programs for both new 
students entering preschool and exiting 
students graduating into the seventh 
grade. It has many volunteer programs, 
and Pikeville Elementary volunteers 
log an average of 3,000 volunteer hours 
per year. It features a fully equipped 
science lab, an active and supportive 
parent-teacher organization, small 
class sizes, and individual instruction 
and tutoring. 

Pikeville High School, which serves 
grades 7 through 12, offers its students 
8 honors courses and 10 advanced place-
ment courses, as well as unlimited op-
portunities for students to earn dual 
credit at the University of Pikeville. 
Currently, 45 percent of Pikeville High 
juniors and seniors are taking one or 
more dual credit courses through the 
university. 

Pikeville High offers five vocational 
school programs and four career ma-
jors—business management, business 
technology, web development and ad-
ministration, and information support 
services. A wide variety of extra-
curricular activities are available, in-
cluding Key Club, Pep Club, Future 
Business Leaders of America, and the 
National Honor Society, just to name a 
few. 

Pikeville Independent Schools ranks 
second in the State for college and ca-
reer readiness. The district’s juniors 
place sixth in the State on the ACT 
test composite score. And the high 
school placed in the 97th percentile 
this past year among all schools in the 
State. The district’s graduation rate 
for the 2012–2013 school year was over 96 
percent. Athletics and artistic achieve-
ment are also highly valued in the dis-
trict, and Pikeville Independent 
Schools have a long tradition of out-
standing music groups, basketball, and 
football teams. 

For 100 years, Pikeville Independent 
Schools has excelled at its mission to 
prepare students to become productive, 
contributing, valuable members of so-
ciety who have pride in their school 
and their community. Kentucky is 
proud of the Pikeville Independent 
Schools system, and I congratulate the 
many men and women who work there 
for their service. I wish them the very 
best as they embark on a new century 
of representing the very best of Ken-
tucky public education. 

STORMS IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 
represented Quincy, IL, and Adams 
County since coming to Congress in 
1983 as a Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives. I have found that there is 
something special about the Gem 
City—its people, its strong sense of 
community, and the fighting spirit to 
tackle any crisis from floods to storms. 

That spirit was tested this week. 
I am relieved and thankful that there 

were no serious injuries or fatalities 
after a major storm tore through Quin-
cy on Monday night. Torrential rain 
and winds up to 74 miles per hour felled 
trees, broke dozens of utility poles, and 
tore roofs off several homes and busi-
nesses during the event. The Quincy 
mayor declared a citywide state of 
emergency Monday evening and Adams 
County followed with a state of dis-
aster declaration. Several people say 
the battered city looked like a 
warzone. 

More than 21,000 people were without 
power on Monday night and Tuesday. 
Crews have worked around the clock to 
restore electricity to most. Due to the 
loss of power, many stoplights were out 
throughout the city. Between the out-
ages, flooded streets, and streets made 
impassable by fallen trees, navigating 
Quincy has been a challenge. 

The Quincy Park District estimates 
that the ‘‘jaw dropping’’ damage to the 
city’s 29 parks—especially Madison and 
South Parks—far exceeds the devasta-
tion from severe storms in 2011 that 
costs the District more than $400,000. 
Caretakers at Woodland Cemetery dis-
covered after the worst of the storm 
had passed that a 20-foot piece of a 
Civil War monument was toppled by 
the high winds and at least 35 trees 
were uprooted in the cemetery, many 
of which were more than a century old. 

Dozens of Quincy residents checked 
into motels to escape the heat as they 
started the cleanup of their homes and 
properties without power. John Wood 
Community College and the Quincy 
Senior and Family Resources Center 
set up cooling centers to give people a 
place to take a break. The Red Cross, 
Salvation Army, and other local agen-
cies have been on site to lend a helping 
hand. 

I am grateful that Quincy fire chief 
Joe Henning, Adams County emer-
gency management agency director 
John Simon, Quincy police chief Rob 
Copley, and many other elected offi-
cials and community leaders are lead-
ing cleanup and recovery efforts. Get-
ting the city back on its feet and help-
ing the people whose homes and busi-
nesses were damaged is a big job. 

In today’s Quincy Herald-Whig col-
umnist Steve Eighinger said it best, 
‘‘It’s going to be quite a while before 
things are back to what we consider 
normal, but we’ll get there. We’re 
Quincy. We pay it forward.’’ 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the column be printed in the 
RECORD. 
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In closing, I would like to commend 

the Quincy and Adams County commu-
nity for pulling together to get 
through this storm and the aftermath. 
The cleanup is daunting, but the spirit 
endures. From the people of Hannibal 
and Macomb who have sent crews, 
trucks, and supplies to area residents 
who opened their homes and businesses 
to the displaced to the local busi-
nesses—grocery stores and gas sta-
tions—that have supplied free ice, 
water, and recharging stations, and 
done their best to restock basic sup-
plies so residents can feed and care for 
their families to the Kroc Center and 
its supporters who have fed Quincyans. 
This has been a team effort. 

I stand ready to support the local 
clean up and recovery efforts in Quincy 
and Adams County and will continue to 
keep community residents in my 
thoughts as they get the Gem City 
back up and running. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Quincy Herald-Whig, July 16, 2015] 
‘NORMAL’ STILL A WAYS AWAY, BUT WE WILL 

GET THERE 
(By Steve Eighinger) 

There is no use trying to sugar coat what 
has happened. It has been a brutal week in 
and around Quincy, thanks to the monstrous 
storm that swept through Monday night. 

It was the first time in my life that I was 
legitimately scared of what might happen at 
the height of that blowing downpour and ac-
companying 74 mph winds. 

My wife, Kathy, was screaming at me to 
get in the basement with her and Ashes, the 
family dog. For some reason, I refused. I 
vowed to stay upstairs, running from one 
window to another, from one door to the 
next, to make sure they didn’t blow open. 

Massive limbs and entire trees were falling 
all around our home. I saw them. I heard 
them. It was like nothing I had ever experi-
enced. 

If our home was going down, I had vowed 
to go with it. 

Obviously, that was not the smartest thing 
I ever chose to do. If I had to relive those 
frightening 30 minutes or so, I would have 
joined Kathy and Ashes in the basement. 

It’s what happened after the storm had fi-
nally passed that was equally—if not more 
so—incredible. 

On street after street, block after block, 
neighbors were assisting friends and helping 
people they did not even know. While only 
initial, limited assistance could be offered 
Monday night because of the lack of light, 
but the true heart of Quincy emerged Tues-
day, as it always does. 

One of the most heartwarming stories I en-
countered this week involved a family of 
five—a husband, wife and three kids—seek-
ing out homeowners, particularly older 
adults, in need of help. The anonymous fam-
ily cleaned yards, did not ask for anything in 
return and quietly moved on to the next per-
son in need. 

They did not seek and would not accept 
publicity. I admired that more than any-
thing. 

‘‘We’re doing it because we should,’’ they 
answered. 

That is the ultimate pay it forward. 
Another offering of help was provided by at 

least one Hannibal inn handling an influx of 
displaced Quincyans on Monday night who 
needed a place to stay, including one family 

with a special-needs child who needed air 
conditioning. The lodge in question not only 
found the Quincyans rooms, but also pro-
vided them at a discount. 

Hannibal has a big heart, too. 
How about the cooperation of the drivers 

working their way through the maze of 
downed trees and no stoplights? Most major 
Quincy intersections became a little more 
than four-way stops, which could have be-
come incredibly dangerous at major sites 
like 36th and Broadway. Instead, there was 
an esprit de corps among Quincyans, who po-
litely made it all work. 

Hats off to the local supermarkets for pro-
viding items like free bags of ice and places 
to recharge cellphones. 

If you follow any social media, you have 
been impressed with the salutes, praises and 
admiration of Ameren and other workers 
trying to restore power to city residents. 
More than 1,000 Ameren workers alone have 
been working around the clock. 

It’s going to be quite awhile before things 
are back to what we consider ‘‘normal,’’ but 
we’ll get there. 

We’re Quincy. We pay it forward. 

f 

EVERY CHILD ACHIEVES ACT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today, 
the Senate has approved landmark leg-
islation to reauthorize the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965. 
Since 2001, the failed policies of No 
Child Left Behind have unfairly bur-
dened educators and administrators by 
holding students accountable for snap- 
shot academic progress. The Senate’s 
bipartisan action today—an over-
whelming vote of approval—is one step 
forward in the reversal of these trou-
bling measures. The Every Child 
Achieves Act further highlights the 
Federal Government’s crucial responsi-
bility to ensure that students every-
where, across the country, have access 
to the resources they need for lasting 
academic success. 

Since 2001, I have heard from parents, 
teachers, students, policymakers, and 
administrators about the negative im-
pact of No Child Left Behind. I voted 
against the legislation, as I did not 
agree, and still do not agree, with a 
one-size-fits-all approach to education. 
I was also disappointed with the bill’s 
rigid Federal accountability measures, 
as I truly believe States and local edu-
cation agencies deserve flexibility 
when it comes to how schools operate. 

The Every Child Achieves Act re-
stores educational flexibility to the 
States, while safeguarding student ac-
cess to resources, regardless of race, 
gender, financial status, and learning 
level. I am pleased that the bill takes 
into account the greater needs of stu-
dents in rural areas, increases funding 
for early childhood education pro-
grams, and improves school safety 
measures. I am especially pleased with 
the bill’s innovative assessment and 
accountability demonstration author-
ity provision, which will allow 
Vermont to adopt competency and per-
formance-based assessments that prove 
far more than how well a student can 
perform on a test on one given day. 

Of course, no bill is perfect, and this 
one is no different. I am disappointed 

that several amendments that would 
have improved the bill were not adopt-
ed. The Student Non-Discrimination 
Act, authored and filed as an amend-
ment by Senator FRANKEN, would have 
taken the important step of ensuring 
protections for students who face har-
assment and bullying simply because of 
their actual or perceived gender iden-
tity or sexual orientation. I was proud 
to cosponsor the amendment, and re-
main committed to revisiting this im-
portant discussion to ensure all chil-
dren are protected against bullying and 
discrimination in our schools. It gar-
nered a majority of support in the Sen-
ate; it should have been adopted. 

In a strong statement of support, the 
Senate came together in opposition 
against amendments on portability and 
private school vouchers, which would 
have unfairly redistributed title I fund-
ing from our Nation’s highest need 
schools. I commend Chairman ALEX-
ANDER and Ranking Member MURRAY 
for their leadership throughout the de-
bates, and for their tireless dedication 
to promoting educational reform that 
serves the needs of all students. 

We have come together, members on 
both sides of the aisle, to support the 
Every Child Achieves Act. Amid the 
partisan rancor, bipartisanship won the 
day, and the winners in this debate will 
be students in Vermont and across the 
country. As the House and Senate 
move to conference, I hope Congress 
will use this opportunity to promote 
the many measures included in the 
Senate’s bill, which reflect the true 
needs of all students, educators, par-
ents, and administrators. 

f 

TRUCK SAFETY ACT 
Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, truck-

ing is critical to the movement of 
goods to consumers across the country. 
The trucking industry is a vital part of 
our economy. But we must also strive 
to ensure that goods are moved as safe-
ly as possible. 

Each year, nearly 4,000 lives are lost 
due to truck crashes on our Nation’s 
highways. Research by the National 
Transportation Safety Board has 
shown that many of these crashes 
could have been prevented. We owe it 
to the individuals and families affected 
by these tragedies to take every step 
possible to reduce the risks and pre-
vent needless crashes. 

That is why I have introduced the 
Truck Safety Act of 2015, legislation 
that will modernize our truck safety 
standards and embrace new tech-
nologies that can help reduce crashes 
across the country. 

This legislation includes a provision 
to require collision-avoidance tech-
nologies in commercial vehicles in-
volved in interstate commerce. Many 
of the fatalities that occur today are 
the result of rear-end collisions that 
could have been prevented with current 
technology. The technology can detect 
an impending collision or unsafe lane 
departure and automatically apply cor-
rective action if a human operator is 
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