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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, and Mr. LEAHY):

S. 1730. A bill to enhance civil pen-
alties under the Federal securities
laws, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, the
Stronger Enforcement of Civil Pen-
alties Act, which I am pleased to be in-
troducing today with Senator GRASS-
LEY and Senator LEAHY, will enhance
the ability of securities regulators to
protect investors and demand greater
accountability from market players.
Unfortunately, even after the financial
crisis that crippled the economy, we
continue to see calculated wrongdoing
by some on Wall Street. Without the
consequence of meaningful penalties to
serve as an effective deterrent, I fear
this disturbing culture of misconduct
will persist.

The existing regime for securities
law violations limits by statute the
amount of penalties the Securities and
Exchange Commission, SEC, can fine
an institution or individual. During
hearings I held in 2011 in the Securi-
ties, Insurance, and Investment Bank-
ing Subcommittee, I learned how this
limitation significantly interferes with
the SEC’s ability to perform its en-
forcement duties. At that time, the
agency had been criticized by a Federal
judge for not obtaining a larger settle-
ment against Citigroup, a major player
in the financial crisis that settled with
the SEC in an amount that was a frac-
tion of the cost the bank had inflicted
on investors. The SEC explained that
the reason for the low settlement
amount was a statutory prohibition
from levying a larger penalty.

The bipartisan bill Senator GRASSLEY
and I are introducing updates and
strengthens the SEC’s civil penalties
statute. It aims to make potential and
current offenders think twice before
engaging in misconduct by increasing
the maximum civil monetary penalties
permitted by statute, directly linking
the size of the maximum penalties to
the amount of losses suffered by vic-
tims of a violation, and substantially
raising the financial stakes for repeat
offenders of our nation’s securities
laws.

Specifically, our bill would give the
SEC more options to tailor penalties to
the specific circumstances of a given
violation. In addition to raising the per
violation caps for severe, or ‘‘tier
three,” violations to $1 million per of-
fense for individuals and $10 million
per offense for entities, the bill would
also give the SEC additional options to
obtain greater penalties based on the
ill-gotten gains of the violator or on
the financial harm to investors.

Our bill also addresses the dis-
concerting trend of repeat offenders on
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Wall Street through two provisions.
The first would allow the SEC to triple
the penalty cap applicable to recidi-
vists who have been held either crimi-
nally or civilly liable for securities
fraud within the preceding five years.
The second would allow the SEC to
seek a civil penalty against those that
violate existing federal court or SEC
orders, an approach that would be more
efficient, effective, and flexible than
the current civil contempt remedy.
These two changes would substantially
improve the ability of the SEC’s en-
forcement program to ratchet up pen-
alties for recidivists.

More than half of all U.S. households
own securities. They deserve a strong
cop on the beat that has the tools it
needs to go after fraudsters and pursue
the difficult cases arising from our in-
creasingly complex financial markets.
The Stronger Enforcement of Civil
Penalties Act will give the SEC more
tools to demand meaningful account-
ability from Wall Street, which in turn
will increase transparency and con-
fidence in our financial system. I urge
our colleagues to support this impor-
tant bipartisan legislation to enhance
the SEC’s ability to protect investors
and crack down on fraud.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and
Ms. HIRONO):

S. 1731. A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to waive the min-
imum period of continuous active duty
in the Armed Forces for receipt of cer-
tain benefits for homeless veterans, to
authorize the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to furnish such benefits to home-
less veterans with discharges or re-
leases from service in the Armed
Forces with other than dishonorable
conditions, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today
I am introducing the Homeless Vet-
erans Services Protection Act of 2015.

This legislation would ensure contin-
ued access to homeless services for
some of our country’s most vulnerable
veterans who are currently at risk of
losing these critical services.

The administration set the difficult
but commendable goal of eliminating
veteran homelessness. Through tre-
mendous efforts at every level of gov-
ernment, and with the help of commu-
nity groups, non-profits and the pri-
vate sector, we have made major
progress toward achieving that goal.

But we know we have a lot of work to
do. Veterans are at greater risk of be-
coming homeless than mnon-veterans
and on any given night as many as
50,000 veterans are homeless across the
United States.

This is unacceptable.

Our veterans made great sacrifices
while serving our country and our com-
mitment to them is especially impor-
tant. This commitment includes pro-
viding benefits, medical care, support,
and assistance to prevent homeless-
ness.

Two of our greatest tools are the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs’ Grant
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and Per Diem program and the Sup-
portive Services for Veteran Families
program through partnerships with
homeless service providers around the
country.

These important and successful pro-
grams assist very low-income veterans
and their families who either live in
permanent housing or are transitioning
from homelessness. The programs help
our veterans with rent, utilities, mov-
ing costs, outreach, case management,
and obtaining benefits.

But last year, after a legal review of
its policies, VA was forced to prepare
for a change that would have cut off
services to veterans who did not meet
certain length of service or discharge
requirements, changing policies that
homeless service providers had fol-
lowed for decades.

That would be a heartless, bureau-
cratic move that could have put thou-
sands of veterans on the streets—prac-
tically overnight. According to some of
our leading veterans and homeless
groups—including The American Le-
gion, the National Alliance to End
Homelessness the National Low Income
Housing Coalition, and the National
Coalition for Homeless Veterans—had
the policy been enacted, VA would
have had to stop serving about 15 per-
cent of the homeless veteran popu-
lation, and in certain urban areas up to
30 percent of homeless veterans would
have been turned away.

The veterans community alerted me
to this possible change—and while I am
proud that we prevented these changes
in the short-term—it is very con-
cerning that a legal opinion could be
issued at any time to undo all of that.

There is good reason to reverse this
policy for good. A report from VA’s In-
spector General, issued just last week,
shows how VA’s unclear or outdated
guidance hurts veterans, and how VA’s
proposed policy changes work against
efforts to help homeless veterans.

As a senior member of the Senate
Veterans’ Affairs Committee and the
daughter of a World War II veteran, I'm
proud that the bill I have introduced
today would permanently protect
homeless veterans’ access to housing
and services.

This bill makes it clear that our
country takes care of those who have
served, and we don’t allow bureaucracy
to dictate who gets a roof over their
head and who doesn’t.

Many veterans struggle with mental
illness, substance abuse, or simply
finding a steady job—all factors that
can lead to homelessness.

And veterans of the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan are increasingly becoming
homeless—numbers that will continue
to increase in the coming years unless
help is available for them.

The idea that any of these veterans
returning from service could become
homeless because of these policies is
unacceptable.

If we ever hope to end veteran home-
lessness we must do everything we can
to reach this goal, and I want to make
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sure that VA’s policies are moving us
in that direction.

I don’t just believe that the United
States can do better; I believe we must
do better for those who’ve sacrificed so
much for our country.

Finally I would like to thank Sen-
ator HIRONO for cosponsoring this bill
and being a champion of the men and
women who have served our country.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Ms. STABENOW, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. NELSON, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. CASEY, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. REID, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. SANDERS, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. SCHATZ,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
COONS, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms.
HEITKAMP, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. REED, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. PETERS, Mr. DONNELLY,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. UDALL, Mr.
KING, and Mr. MANCHIN):

S. 1740. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify that all
provisions shall apply to legally mar-
ried same-sex couples in the same man-
ner as other married couples, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, 2 weeks
ago, the Supreme Court handed down a
wonderful decision recognizing that all
Americans have the right to marry the
man or woman they love. It was a tri-
umphant movement in the march to-
ward justice, one I was happy to cele-
brate at home with a group of Orego-
nians who were truly elated. In my re-
marks that morning, I said: Love won
and there is more to be done.

So, today, along with 36 colleagues, I
am introducing the Equal Dignity for
Married Taxpayers Act of 2015. What
this legislation does is it removes each
gender-specific reference to marriage
from the Tax Code. Now, in his opinion
for the Court, Justice Kennedy pointed
out the importance of providing equal
dignity in the eyes of the law.

Our legislation enshrines that equal
dignity and respect in our Nation’s tax
laws by recognizing a new dawn of lib-
erty for all Americans. In my view, on
a more symbolic level, this legislation
is one way to help close the door on an
era when too many of our laws denied
equality to the LGBTQ community. In
my view, this is a particularly impor-
tant step in the march toward justice.
It is a straightforward way to cement
the recognition that all Americans
share certain unalienable rights—
among them, life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness.

I was proud to vote against the De-
fense of Marriage Act in the Congress
20 years ago and fight measure 36 a dec-
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ade ago in Oregon. I have always said—
always said—that if you don’t like gay
marriage, don’t get one. This is fun-
damentally an issue of justice and of
liberty. I hope all Americans take pride
in the wave of acceptance and equality
that has rolled across our land and this
decision embodies.

This legislation now has 36 cospon-
sors. My hope is this body will support
this proposal on a bipartisan basis. I
look forward to working with our col-
leagues to take this next step. It is a
step toward the arc of justice—the arc
of justice that says that all of us—all
of us—have to be free. All of us should
enjoy true and full equality for all
Americans. I am very pleased 36 col-
leagues are joining me in this proposal
this morning. I hope the Senate will
pass it expeditiously on a bipartisan
basis.

By Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. MARKEY):

S. 1743. A bill to provide greater
transparency, accountability, and safe-
ty authority to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, today, I
am introducing the Motor Vehicle
Safety Act of 2015. I introduce this bill
with Senator BLUMENTHAL, the Rank-
ing Member of the Subcommittee on
Consumer Protection, Product Safety,
Insurance, and Data Security, as well
as Senator MARKEY, a valued Member
of the Commerce Committee.

Takata airbags. GM ignition switch-
es. Toyota unintended acceleration. By
now, we all know the tragic stories:
automakers and suppliers hiding dan-
gerous defects for years right under the
nose of a weak, under-resourced regu-
lator. The result? Scores of deaths,
hundreds of injuries, and millions of
vehicles still under recall that are en-
dangering lives both inside and outside
the cars.

Every year, over 32,000 people die on
our roadways—32,000 lives cut short,
32,000 families without a loved one. Car
accidents are by far the top cause of
accidental deaths. But it doesn’t have
to be this way. Congress can adopt
practical solutions to help make cars
safer and improve the recall process
and, in turn, save lives. That is exactly
what this legislation is designed to
do—to take the lessons we have learned
from exploding Takata airbags, defec-
tive GM ignition switches, and several
other recent serious recalls to ensure
that a company can never again hide a
lethal defects from the public, to im-
prove the way we recall dangerous
cars, and to harness American innova-
tion and ingenuity to make vehicles
safer.

Many of the concepts in today’s bill
are not new. Indeed, many of the provi-
sions in the bill have passed the Senate
before with bipartisan support. The
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 2015 that
Senators BLUMENTHAL, MARKEY, and I
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introduce today includes provisions
from bills introduced by myself, Sen-
ators BLUMENTHAL, MARKEY, GILLI-
BRAND, SCHATZ, BOOKER, and former
Chairman Rockefeller. Like the earlier
bills, this legislation is predicated on
improving four things: transparency,
wrongdoer accountability, vehicle safe-
ty, and recall effectiveness.

First, government transparency. The
Department of Transportation Inspec-
tor General identified several problems
with how NHTSA processes early warn-
ing data. This bill seeks to help remedy
those problems and increase the trans-
parency of the information the agency
receives. For example, the bill would
require NHTSA to upgrade its online
databases to improve searchability and
to consider early warning data when
investigating potential safety defects.
The bill would also require NHTSA to
disclose information submitted by
manufacturers to NHTSA through the
Early Warning Reporting system un-
less the information is exempt under
FOIA. Finally, motor vehicle and
equipment manufacturers would have
to automatically submit documenta-
tion that first alerted them to a fatal-
ity involving their vehicle or equip-
ment to NHTSA’s Early Warning Re-
porting database.

Second, wrongdoer accountability.
The bill would remove the cap on
NHTSA’s civil penalty authority,
which 1is currently at $35 million
NHTSA’s civil penalty authority must
be bolstered to deter highly profitable
corporations from violating safety
laws. Otherwise, we get what we have
now: companies treating NHTSA’s civil
penalties as a mere cost of doing busi-
ness. Just look at the GM case, where
the maximum $35 million civil penalty
represented less than 1/1000 of GM’s
quarterly revenues, which is over $35
billion. In addition, the bill would im-
pose criminal penalties on corporate
executives who knowingly conceal the
fact that their product poses a danger
of death or serious injury. Corporate
executives who hide serious dangers
from the public shouldn’t get off the
hook.

Third, vehicle safety. The bill would
authorize NHTSA to conduct new re-
search and implement life-saving
standards to make vehicles safer. For
example, it would require large com-
mercial trucks to have crash avoidance
technologies, and it would improve car
hoods and bumpers to reduce pedes-
trian fatalities and injuries. The legis-
lation also would task NHTSA with
evaluating whether technology exists
to help prevent children from being left
in hot cars. These changes just make
sense, and they would save lives.

Lastly, recall effectiveness. The
major lesson from the Takata, GM, and
other defect debacles is that we need to
improve the recall process so that un-
safe vehicles get fixed as quickly as
possible. This bill would do just that by
improving NHTSA’s recall authority,
asking dealers to adopt commonsense
practices, and exploring new ways to
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notify consumers of recalls. First, the
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 2015 would
give NHTSA the authority to expedite
recalls in the case of substantial likeli-
hood of death or serious injury. Sec-
ond, the legislation would ensure that
used car dealers fix cars under recall
before selling them. The fact that used
car dealers can still sell vehicles under
recall without bothering to fix them is
appalling—several individuals who died
from exploding Takata airbags had
purchased used cars that hadn’t been
fixed. My legislation would also require
authorized dealers to check for open re-
calls when a car is brought in for any
service—something that should already
be very quick and doable for dealers.
Third, the bill would create grant pro-
grams to allow states to participate in
the recall notification process by noti-
fying drivers of open recalls when the
DMV sends registration renewals. Fi-
nally, NHTSA would have promulgate
a rule requiring new vehicles have a
warning feature—similar to tire pres-
sure monitor or oil change light on the
dashboard—that would notify con-
sumers that their cars are subject to a
safety recall. With innovations like
backup cameras and connected cars,
we’ve seen how technology improves
safety. I am very excited about the pos-
sibility that technology can also en-
sure that a driver knows his or her car
is under recall and, as a result, prevent
injuries and deaths from safety defects.

The American public demands that
we do something meaningful to keep
them safe on the road. There will be
more recalls in the future—it is inevi-
table. And the consequences can be
deadly. But they don’t have to be. Im-
proving the recall process can and will
save lives. I realize our bill may not
get us to 100 percent completion of re-
calls or perfect motor vehicle safety,
but I am confident that it would go a
long way towards improving recall ef-
fectiveness, adding practical safety
technologies to vehicles, and making
Americans safer on our nation’s roads
and highways.

I want to thank my colleagues, Sen-
ators BLUMENTHAL and MARKEY, for
helping me on this extremely impor-
tant bill and for their dedication to
making our roads safer.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1743

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS;
REFERENCES.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 2015°°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents; ref-
erences.
Sec. 2. Definition of Secretary.
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TITLE I—-TRANSPARENCY AND

ACCOUNTABILITY

Sec. 101. Public availability of early warn-
ing data.

Sec. 102. Additional early warning reporting
requirements.

Sec. 103. Improved National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration vehicle
safety databases.

Sec. 104. Corporate responsibility for

NHTSA reports.
Sec. 105. Reports to Congress.

TITLE II-ENHANCED SAFETY AUTHOR-
ITY AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

201. Civil penalties.

202. Criminal penalties.

203. Cooperation with foreign govern-
ments.

Imminent hazard authority.

Used passenger motor vehicle con-
sumer protection.

Unattended children warning sys-
tem.

Collision avoidance technologies.

Motor vehicle pedestrian protec-
tion.

TITLE III—FUNDING
301. Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE IV—RECALL PROCESS
IMPROVEMENTS

Recall obligations
ruptcy.

Dealer requirement to check for
and remedy recall.

Application of remedies for defects
and noncompliance.

Direct vehicle notification of re-
calls.

State notification of open safety
recalls.

Recall completion pilot grant pro-
gram.

Sec. 407. Improvements to notification of de-

fect or noncompliance.

(¢) REFERENCES TO TITLE 49, UNITED STATES
CODE.—Except as otherwise expressly pro-
vided, wherever in this Act an amendment or
repeal is expressed in terms of an amend-
ment to, or repeal of, a section or other pro-
vision, the reference shall be considered to
be made to a section or other provision of
title 49, United States Code.

SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF SECRETARY.

In this Act, unless expressly provided oth-
erwise, the term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Sec-
retary of Transportation.

TITLE I—-TRANSPARENCY AND
ACCOUNTABILITY
SEC. 101. PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF EARLY WARN-
ING DATA.

(a) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall promulgate regulations es-
tablishing categories of information pro-
vided to the Secretary under section 30166(m)
of title 49, United States Code, as amended
by section 102 of this Act, that must be made
available to the public. The Secretary may
establish categories of information that are
exempt from public disclosure under section
5562(b) of title 5, United States Code.

(b) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the rule-
making under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall consult with the Director of the Office
of Government Information Services within
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration and the Director of the Office of In-
formation Policy of the Department of Jus-
tice.

(¢) PRESUMPTION AND LIMITATION.—The
Secretary shall promulgate the regulations
with a presumption in favor of maximum
public availability of information. In pro-
mulgating regulations under subsection (a),
the following types of information shall pre-

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

204.
205.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 206.

207.
208.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 401. under bank-

Sec. 402.

Sec. 403.

Sec. 404.
Sec. 405.

Sec. 406.
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sumptively not be eligible for protection
under section 552(b) of title 5, United States
Code:

(1) Vehicle safety defect information re-
lated to incidents involving death or injury.

(2) Aggregated numbers of property dam-
age claims.

(3) Aggregated numbers of consumer com-
plaints related to potential vehicle defects.

(d) NULLIFICATION OF PRIOR REGULATIONS.—
Beginning 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the regulations estab-
lishing early warning reporting class deter-
minations in Appendix C of part 512 of title
49, Code of Federal Regulations, shall have
no force or effect.

SEC. 102. ADDITIONAL EARLY WARNING REPORT-
ING REQUIREMENTS.

Section 30166(m) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3)(C)—

(A) by striking ‘““The manufacturer’” and
inserting the following:

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The manufacturer’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(ii) FATAL INCIDENTS.—If an incident de-
scribed in clause (i) involves a fatality, the
Secretary shall require the manufacturer to
submit, as part of its incident report—

‘(I) all initial claim or notice documents,
as defined by the Secretary through regula-
tion, except media reports, that notified the
manufacturer of the incident;

‘“(II) any police reports or other docu-
ments, as defined by the Secretary through
regulation, that relate to the initial claim or
notice (except for documents that are pro-
tected by the attorney-client privilege or
work product privileges that are not already
publicly available), that describe or recon-
struct the incident, and that are in the ac-
tual possession or control of the manufac-
turer at the time the incident report is sub-
mitted;

‘“(IIT) any amendments or supplements, as
defined by the Secretary through regulation,
to the initial claim or notice documents de-
scribed in subclause (I), except for—

“‘(aa) medical documents and bills;

‘““(bb) property damage invoices or esti-
mates; and

‘‘(cc) documents related to damages; and

“(IV) any police reports or other docu-
ments described in subclause (II) that are ob-
tained by the manufacturer after the submis-
sion of its incident report.’’;

(2) in paragraph (4), by amending subpara-
graph (C) to read as follows:

*“(C) DISCLOSURE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The information pro-
vided to the Secretary under this subsection
shall—

‘(D be disclosed publicly; and

““(IT) be entered into the early warning re-
porting database in a manner specified by
the Secretary through regulation that is
searchable by manufacturer name, vehicle or
equipment make and model name, model
year, and reported system or component.

¢“(ii) INFORMATION DISCLOSURE REQUIRE-
MENTS.—In administering this subparagraph,
the Secretary shall—

“(I) presume in favor of maximum public
availability of information;

“(II) require the publication of information
on incidents involving death or injury; and

‘(ITI) require the publication of numbers of
property damage claims.’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(6) SECTION 552 OF TITLE 5.—Any require-
ment for the Secretary to publicly disclose
information under this subsection shall be
construed consistently with the require-
ments of section 552 of title 5.

““(7) USE OF EARLY WARNING REPORTS.—The
Secretary shall consider information gath-
ered under this subsection in proceedings de-
scribed in sections 30118 and 30162."".
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SEC. 103. IMPROVED NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAF-
FIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION VEHI-
CLE SAFETY DATABASES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
after public consultation, the Secretary shall
improve public accessibility to information
on the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration’s publicly accessible vehicle
safety databases—

(1) by improving organization and
functionality, including design features such
as drop-down menus, and allowing for data
from all of the publicly accessible vehicle
safety databases to be searched, sorted, ag-
gregated, and downloaded in a manner—

(A) consistent with the public interest; and

(B) that facilitates easy use by consumers;

(2) by providing greater consistency in
presentation of vehicle safety issues;

(3) by improving searchability about spe-
cific vehicles and issues through standardiza-
tion of commonly used search terms and the
integration of databases to enable all to be
simultaneously searched using the same key-
word search function; and

(4) by ensuring that all studies, investiga-
tion reports, inspection reports, incident re-
ports, and other categories of materials, as
specified through the rulemaking under sec-
tion 101(a), be made publicly available in a
manner that is searchable in databases by—

(A) manufacturer name, vehicle or equip-
ment make and model name, and model year;

(B) reported system or component;

(C) number of injuries or fatalities; and

(D) any other element that the Secretary
determines to be in the public interest.

(b) INVESTIGATION INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary shall—

(1) provide public notice of information re-
quests to manufacturers issued under section
30166 of title 49, United States Code; and

(2) make such information requests, the
manufacturer’s written responses to the in-
formation requests, and notice of any en-
forcement or other action taken as a result
of the information requests—

(A) available to consumers on the Internet
not later than 5 days after such notice is
issued; and

(B) searchable by manufacturer name, ve-
hicle or equipment make and model name,
model year, system or component, and the
type of inspection or investigation being
conducted.

(c) SECTION 552 OF TITLE 5.—Any require-
ment for the Secretary to publicly disclose
information under this section shall be con-
strued consistently with the requirements of
section 5562 of title 5, United States Code.
SEC. 104. CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR

NHTSA REPORTS.

Section 30166(o0) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘may’’ and
inserting ‘‘shall’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(3) DEADLINE.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of the Motor Vehicle
Safety Act of 2015, the Secretary shall issue
a final rule under paragraph (1).”.

SEC. 105. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

(a) ABILITY TO IDENTIFY AND INVESTIGATE
VEHICLE SAFETY CONCERNS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
biennially thereafter for 6 years, the Inspec-
tor General of the Department of Transpor-
tation shall update the Inspector General’s
report dated June 18, 2015 (ST-2015-063) on
the pre-investigation processes used by the
Office of Defects Investigation of the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (referred to in this section as “NHTSA”)
to collect and analyze vehicle safety data
and to determine potential safety issues and
whether those processes were sufficiently
improved, including an assessment of—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(A) the sufficiency of NHTSA’s procedures
and practices for collecting, verifying the ac-
curacy and completeness of, analyzing, and
determining whether to further investigate
potential safety issues described in consumer
complaints and manufacturer submittals to
the early warning report system;

(B) the number and type of requests for in-
formation made by NHTSA based on data re-
ceived in the early warning reporting system
and consumer complaints received;

(C) the number of safety defect investiga-
tions opened by NHTSA based on informa-
tion reported to NHTSA through the early
warning reporting system, consumer com-
plaints, or other sources;

(D) the nature and vehicle defect category
of each safety defect investigation described
in subparagraph (C);

(E) the duration of each safety defect in-
vestigation described in subparagraph (C),
including—

(i) the number of safety defect investiga-
tions described in subparagraph (C) that are
subsequently closed without further action;
and

(ii) the number and description of safety
defect investigations described in subpara-
graph (C) that have been open for more than
1 year;

(F) the percentage of the safety defect in-
vestigations described in subparagraph (C)
that result in a finding of a safety defect, re-
call, or service information campaign;

(G) the status and sufficiency of NHTSA’s
compliance with each recommendation de-
signed to improve vehicle safety made by the
Inspector General; and

(H) other information the Inspector Gen-
eral considers appropriate.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date that a report under paragraph
(1) is complete, the Inspector General shall
transmit the report to—

(i) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

(ii) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.

(B) PuBLIC.—The Inspector General shall
make the report public as soon as prac-
ticable, but not later than 30 days after the
date the report is transmitted under sub-
paragraph (A).

(b) REPORT ON OPERATIONS OF THE COUNCIL
FOR VEHICLE ELECTRONICS, VEHICLE SOFT-
WARE, AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare a report regarding
the operations of the Council for Vehicle
Electronics, Vehicle Software, and Emerging
Technologies established under section 31401
of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st
Century Act (49 U.S.C. 105 note). The report
shall include information about the accom-
plishments of the Council, the role of the
Council in integrating and aggregating ex-
pertise across NHTSA, and the priorities of
the Council over the next 5 years.

(2) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—The Secretary
shall submit the report upon completion to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives.

TITLE II—ENHANCED SAFETY AUTHORITY
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
SEC. 201. CIVIL PENALTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 30165(a) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the first sentence—

(i) by inserting ‘‘or causes the violation of”’
after ‘‘violates’’; and
(ii) by striking

€‘$25,000”’; and

€“$5,000 and inserting
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(B) by striking the third sentence;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking
‘10,000 and inserting ‘‘$100,000’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the
second sentence; and

(3) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘or
causes the violation of’’ after ‘‘violates’’;

(B) in the second sentence, by striking
‘$5,000”” and inserting ‘“$25,000"’; and

(C) by striking the third sentence.

(b) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed as preventing the imposi-
tion of penalties under section 30165 of title
49, United States Code, prior to the issuance
of a final rule under section 31203(b) of the
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Cen-
tury Act (49 U.S.C. 30165 note).

SEC. 202. CRIMINAL PENALTIES.

(a) REPORTING STANDARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Part I of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
chapter 101 the following:

“CHAPTER 101A—REPORTING STANDARDS

‘“Sec.

¢‘2081. Definitions.

¢‘2082. Failure to inform and warn.
¢“2083. Relationship to existing law.

“§ 2081. Definitions

“In this chapter—

‘(1) the term ‘appropriate Federal agency’
means an agency with jurisdiction over a
covered product, covered service, or business
practice;

‘“(2) the term ‘business entity’ means a cor-
poration, company, association, firm, part-
nership, sole proprietor, or other business
entity;

‘“(3) the term ‘business practice’ means a
method or practice of—

““(A) manufacturing, assembling, design-
ing, researching, importing, or distributing a
covered product;

‘(B) conducting, providing, or preparing to
provide a covered service; or

‘(C) otherwise carrying out business oper-
ations relating to covered products or cov-
ered services;

‘“(4) the term ‘covered product’ means a
product manufactured, assembled, designed,
researched, imported, or distributed by a
business entity that enters interstate com-
merce;

‘() the term ‘covered service’ means a
service conducted or provided by a business
entity that enters interstate commerce;

‘(6) the term ‘responsible corporate offi-
cer’ means a person who—

‘“(A) is an employer, director, or officer of
a business entity;

‘“(B) has the responsibility and authority,
by reason of his or her position in the busi-
ness entity and in accordance with the rules
or practice of the business entity, to acquire
knowledge of any serious danger associated
with a covered product (or component of a
covered product), covered service, or busi-
ness practice of the business entity; and

‘“(C) has the responsibility, by reason of his
or her position in the business entity, to
communicate information about the serious
danger to—

‘(i) an appropriate Federal agency;

‘“(ii) employees of the business entity; or

¢‘(iii) individuals, other than employees of
the business entity, who may be exposed to
the serious danger;

“(7) the term ‘serious bodily injury’ means
an impairment of the physical condition of
an individual, including as a result of trau-
ma, repetitive motion, or disease, that—

“‘(A) creates a substantial risk of death; or

‘(B) causes—

‘‘(i) serious permanent disfigurement;

‘‘(ii) unconsciousness;



S4960

‘‘(iii) extreme pain; or

‘‘(iv) permanent or protracted loss or im-
pairment of the function of any bodily mem-
ber, organ, bodily system, or mental faculty;

‘“(8) the term ‘serious danger’ means a dan-
ger, not readily apparent to a reasonable per-
son, that the normal or reasonably foresee-
able use of, or the exposure of an individual
to, a covered product, covered service, or
business practice has an imminent risk of
causing death or serious bodily injury to an
individual; and

‘“(9) the term ‘warn affected employees’
means take reasonable steps to give, to each
individual who is exposed or may be exposed
to a serious danger in the course of work for
a business entity, a description of the serious
danger that is sufficient to make the indi-
vidual aware of the serious danger.

“§2082. Failure to inform and warn

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—After acquiring actual
knowledge of a serious danger associated
with a covered product (or component of a
covered product), covered service, or busi-
ness practice of a business entity, a business
entity and any responsible corporate officer
with respect to the covered product, covered
service, or business practice, shall—

‘(1) as soon as practicable and not later
than 24 hours after acquiring such knowl-
edge, verbally inform an appropriate Federal
agency of the serious danger, unless the busi-
ness entity or responsible corporate officer
has actual knowledge that an appropriate
Federal agency has been so informed;

‘“(2) not later than 15 days after acquiring
such knowledge, inform an appropriate Fed-
eral agency in writing of the serious danger;

‘“(3) as soon as practicable, but not later
than 30 days after acquiring such knowledge,
warn affected employees in writing, unless
the business entity or responsible corporate
officer has actual knowledge that affected
employees have been so warned; and

‘“(4) as soon as practicable, but not later
than 30 days after acquiring such knowledge,
inform individuals, other than affected em-
ployees, who may be exposed to the serious
danger of the serious danger if such individ-
uals can reasonably be identified.

“(b) PENALTY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Whoever knowingly vio-
lates subsection (a) shall be fined under this
title, imprisoned for not more than 5 years,
or both.

‘“(2) PROHIBITION OF PAYMENT BY BUSINESS
ENTITIES.—If a final judgment is rendered
and a fine is imposed on an individual under
this subsection, the fine may not be paid, di-
rectly or indirectly, out of the assets of any
business entity on behalf of the individual.

‘‘(¢) C1viL ACTION TO PROTECT AGAINST RE-
TALIATION.—

(1) PROHIBITION.—It shall be unlawful to
knowingly discriminate against any person
in the terms or conditions of employment, in
retention in employment, or in hiring be-
cause the person informed a Federal agency,
warned employees, or informed other indi-
viduals of a serious danger associated with a
covered product, covered service, or business
practice, as required under this section.

‘‘(2) ENFORCEMENT ACTION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—A person who alleges
discharge or other discrimination by any
person in violation of paragraph (1) may seek
relief under paragraph (3), by—

‘(i) filing a complaint with the Secretary
of Labor; or

‘“(ii) if the Secretary has not issued a final
decision within 180 days of the filing of the
complaint and there is no showing that such
delay is due to the bad faith of the claimant,
bringing an action at law or equity for de
novo review in the appropriate district court
of the United States, which shall have juris-
diction over such an action without regard
to the amount in controversy.
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“(B) PROCEDURE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An action under subpara-
graph (A)(i) shall be governed under the rules
and procedures set forth in section 42121(b) of
title 49.

‘“(ii) EXCEPTION.—Notification made under
section 42121(b)(1) of title 49 shall be made to
the person named in the complaint and to
the employer.

‘“(iii) BURDENS OF PROOF.—An action
brought under subparagraph (A)(ii) shall be
governed by the legal burdens of proof set
forth in section 42121(b) of title 49.

“(iv) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—An action
under subparagraph (A) shall be commenced
not later than 180 days after the date on
which the violation occurs, or after the date
on which the employee became aware of the
violation.

‘“(v) JURY TRIAL.—A party to an action
brought under subparagraph (A)(ii) shall be
entitled to trial by jury.

““(3) REMEDIES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—An employee prevailing
in any action under paragraph (2)(A) shall be
entitled to all relief necessary to make the
employee whole.

“(B) COMPENSATORY DAMAGES.—Relief for
any action under subparagraph (A) shall in-
clude—

‘(1) reinstatement with the same seniority
status that the employee would have had,
but for the discrimination;

‘“(ii) the amount of back pay, with inter-
est; and

‘‘(iii) compensation for any special dam-
ages sustained as a result of the discrimina-
tion, including litigation costs, expert wit-
ness fees, and reasonable attorney fees.

‘“(4) RIGHTS RETAINED BY EMPLOYEE.—Noth-
ing in this subsection shall be deemed to di-
minish the rights, privileges, or remedies of
any employee under any Federal or State
law, or under any collective bargaining
agreement.

‘“(5) NONENFORCEABILITY OF CERTAIN PROVI-
SIONS WAIVING RIGHTS AND REMEDIES OR RE-
QUIRING ARBITRATION OF DISPUTES.—

‘“(A) WAIVER OF RIGHTS AND REMEDIES.—
The rights and remedies provided for in this
subsection may not be waived by any agree-
ment, policy form, or condition of employ-
ment, including by a predispute arbitration
agreement.

‘(B) PREDISPUTE ARBITRATION AGREE-
MENTS.—No predispute arbitration agree-
ment shall be valid or enforceable, if the
agreement requires arbitration of a dispute
arising under this subsection.

“§2083. Relationship to existing law

‘‘(a) RIGHTS To INTERVENE.—Nothing in
this chapter shall be construed to limit the
right of any individual or group of individ-
uals to initiate, intervene in, or otherwise
participate in any proceeding before a regu-
latory agency or court, nor to relieve any
regulatory agency, court, or other public
body of any obligation, or affect its discre-
tion to permit intervention or participation
by an individual or a group or class of con-
sumers, employees, or citizens in any pro-
ceeding or activity.

“(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this chapter shall be construed to—

‘(1) increase the time period for informing
of a serious danger or other harm under any
other provision of law; or

‘(2) limit or otherwise reduce the penalties
for any violation of Federal or State law
under any other provision of law.”.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of chapters for part I of
title 18, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after the item relating to chapter
101 the following:

‘“101A. Reporting standards ..............
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(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by paragraphs (1) and (2) shall take ef-
fect on the date that is 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act.

(b) PROHIBITION ON RENDERING SAFETY ELE-
MENTS INOPERATIVE.—Section 30122 is amend-
ed by amending subsection (b) to read as fol-
lows:

*“(b) PROHIBITION.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), a person may not knowingly
make inoperative any part of a device or ele-
ment of design installed on or in a motor ve-
hicle or motor vehicle equipment in compli-
ance with an applicable motor vehicle safety
standard prescribed under this chapter un-
less the person reasonably believes the vehi-
cle or equipment will not be used (except for
testing or a similar purpose during mainte-
nance or repair) when the device or element
is inoperative.

‘“(2) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition under
paragraph (1) does not apply to a modifica-
tion made by an individual to a motor vehi-
cle or item of equipment owned or leased by
that individual.”.

(c) CRIMINAL LIABILITY.—Section 30170 is
amended by adding at the end the following;

“(c) CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR TAMPERING
WITH MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY ELEMENTS.—
Whoever knowing that he will endanger the
safety of any person on board a motor vehi-
cle or anyone who he believes will board the
same, or with a reckless disregard for the
safety of human life, violates section 30122(b)
under this title shall be subject to criminal
penalties under section 33(a) of title 18.”.
SEC. 203. COOPERATION WITH FOREIGN GOVERN-

MENTS.

(a) TITLE 49 AMENDMENT.—Section 30182(b)
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘; and”’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(6) enter into cooperative agreements (in
coordination with the Department of State)
and collaborative research and development
agreements with foreign governments.”’.

(b) TITLE 23 AMENDMENT.—Section 403 of
title 23, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)(C), by inserting
“foreign government (in coordination with
the Department of State),” after ‘‘institu-
tion,”’; and

(2) in subsection (c)(1)(A), by inserting
“foreign governments,” after ‘‘local govern-
ments,”’.

SEC. 204. IMMINENT HAZARD AUTHORITY.

Section 30118(b) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘(1) The
Secretary may’’ and inserting ‘‘(1) IN GEN-
ERAL.—Except as provided under paragraph
(3), the Secretary may’’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by inserting
DERS.—’ before ‘‘If the Secretary’’; and

(3) by adding after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

¢“(3) IMMINENT HAZARDS.—

““(A) DECISIONS AND ORDERS.—If the Sec-
retary makes an initial decision that a de-
fect or noncompliance, or combination of
both, under subsection (a) presents an immi-
nent hazard, the Secretary—

‘(i) shall notify the manufacturer of a
motor vehicle or replacement equipment im-
mediately under subsection (a); and

‘“(ii) shall order the manufacturer of the
motor vehicle or replacement equipment to
immediately—

‘“(I) give notification under section 30119 of
this title to the owners, purchasers, and
dealers of the vehicle or equipment of the
imminent hazard; and

“(IT) remedy the defect or noncompliance
under section 30120 of this title;

“OR-
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‘(iii) notwithstanding section 30119 or
30120, may order the time for notification,
means of providing notification, earliest
remedy date, and time the owner or pur-
chaser has to present the motor vehicle or
equipment, including a tire, for remedy; and

‘“(iv) may include in an order under this
subparagraph any other terms or conditions
that the Secretary determines necessary to
abate the imminent hazard.

‘(B) OPPORTUNITY FOR ADMINISTRATIVE RE-
VIEW.—Subsequent to the issuance of an
order under subparagraph (A), opportunity
for administrative review shall be provided
in accordance with section 554 of title 5, ex-
cept that such review shall occur not later
than 10 days after issuance of such order.

¢(C) DEFINITION OF IMMINENT HAZARD.—In
this paragraph, the term ‘imminent hazard’
means any condition which substantially in-
creases the likelihood of serious injury or
death if not remedied immediately.”’.

SEC. 205. USED PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLE
CONSUMER PROTECTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 30120 is amended
by adding at the end the following:

(k) LIMITATION ON SALE OR LEASE OF USED
PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLES.—(1) A dealer
may not sell or lease a used passenger motor
vehicle until any defect or noncompliance
determined under section 30118 with respect
to the vehicle has been remedied.

¢(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply if—

‘““(A) the recall information regarding a
used passenger motor vehicle was not acces-
sible at the time of sale or lease using the
means established by the Secretary under
section 31301 of the Moving Ahead for
Progress in the 21st Century Act (49 U.S.C.
30166 note); or

‘(B) notification of the defect or non-
compliance is required under section
30118(b), but enforcement of the order is set
aside in a civil action to which 30121(d) ap-
plies.

“(3) Notwithstanding section 30102(a)(1), in
this subsection—

“‘(A) the term ‘dealer’ means a person that
has sold at least 10 motor vehicles to 1 or
more consumers during the most recent 12-
month period; and

‘(B) the term ‘used passenger motor vehi-
cle’ means a motor vehicle that has pre-
viously been purchased other than for resale.

‘“(4) By rule, the Secretary may exempt the
auctioning of a used passenger motor vehicle
from the requirements under paragraph (1)
to the extent that the exemption does not
harm public safety.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) of this section shall
take effect on the date that is 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 206. UNATTENDED CHILDREN WARNING SYS-
TEM.

(a) SAFETY RESEARCH INITIATIVE.—Not
later than 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall com-
plete research into the development of per-
formance requirements to warn a driver that
a child or other unattended passenger re-
mains in a rear seating position after a vehi-
cle motor is disengaged.

(b) SPECIFICATIONS.—In completing the re-
search under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall consider performance requirements
that—

(1) sense weight, the presence of a buckled
seat belt, or other indications of the pres-
ence of a child or other passenger; and

(2) provide an alert to prevent
hyperthermia and hypothermia that can re-
sult in death or severe injuries.

(¢) RULEMAKING OR REPORT.—

(1) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 1 year
after the date that the research under sub-
section (a) is complete, the Secretary shall
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initiate a rulemaking proceeding to issue a
Federal motor vehicle safety standard if the
Secretary determines that such a standard
meets the requirements and considerations
set forth in subsections (a) and (b) of section
30111 of title 49, United States Code. The Sec-
retary shall complete the rulemaking and
issue a final rule not later than 2 years after
the date the rulemaking is initiated.

(2) REPORT.—If the Secretary determines
that the standard described in subsection (a)
does not meet the requirements and consid-
erations set forth in subsections (a) and (b)
of section 30111 of title 49, United States
Code, the Secretary shall submit a report de-
scribing the reasons for not prescribing such
a standard to—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.
SEC. 207. COLLISION AVOIDANCE

NOLOGIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall initiate a rulemaking to es-
tablish a Federal motor vehicle safety stand-
ard requiring a motor vehicle with a gross
vehicle weight rating greater than 26,000
pounds be equipped with crash avoidance and
mitigation systems, such as forward colli-
sion automatic braking systems and lane de-
parture warning systems.

(b) PERFORMANCE AND STANDARDS.—The
regulations prescribed under subsection (a)
shall establish performance requirements
and standards to prevent collisions with
moving vehicles, stopped vehicles, pedes-
trians, cyclists, and other road users.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary under this section
shall take effect 2 years after the date of
publication of the final rule.

SEC. 208. MOTOR VEHICLE PEDESTRIAN PROTEC-
TION.

Not later than 2 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary,
through the Administrator of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
shall issue a final rule that—

(1) establishes standards for the hood and
bumper areas of motor vehicles, including
passenger cars, multipurpose passenger vehi-
cles, trucks, and buses with a gross vehicle
weight rating of 4,536 kilograms (10,000
pounds) or less, in order to reduce the num-
ber of injuries and fatalities suffered by pe-
destrians who are struck by such vehicles;
and

(2) considers the protection of vulnerable
pedestrian populations, including children
and older adults.

TITLE ITI—FUNDING
SEC. 301. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 30104 is amended—

(1) by striking *“$98,313,500""; and

(2) by striking ‘‘this part in each fiscal
yvear beginning in fiscal year 1999 and ending
in fiscal year 2001.”” and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘this chapter and to carry out the
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 2015—

““(1) $179,000,000 for fiscal year 2016;

““(2) $187,055,000 for fiscal year 2017;

““(3) $195,659,530 for fiscal year 2018;

‘“(4) $204,268,549 for fiscal year 2019;

““(5) $214,073,440 for fiscal year 2020; and

€(6) $223,920,818 for fiscal year 2021.”.

TITLE IV—RECALL PROCESS
IMPROVEMENTS
SEC. 401. RECALL OBLIGATIONS UNDER BANK-
RUPTCY.

Section 30120A is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“§30120A. Recall obligations and bankruptcy
of a manufacturer

“Notwithstanding any provision of title 11,
United States Code, a manufacturer’s duty
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to comply with section 30112, sections 30115
through 30121, and section 30166 of this title
shall be enforceable against a manufacturer
or a manufacturer’s successors-in-interest
whether accomplished by merger or by ac-
quisition of the manufacturer’s stock, the
acquisition of all or substantially all of the
manufacturer’s assets or a discrete product
line, or confirmation of any plan of reorga-
nization under section 1129 of title 11.”.

SEC. 402. DEALER REQUIREMENT TO CHECK FOR

AND REMEDY RECALL.

Section 30120(f) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

*“(f) DEALERS.—

‘(1) FAIR REIMBURSEMENT TO DEALERS.—A
manufacturer shall pay fair reimbursement
to a dealer providing a remedy without
charge under this section.

‘“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Each time a defective
or noncomplying motor vehicle is presented
to a dealer by the owner of that motor vehi-
cle for any service on that motor vehicle, the
dealer shall—

““(A) inform the owner of the defect or non-
compliance; and

‘(B) with consent from the owner, remedy
the defect or noncompliance without charge
under this section.”.

SEC. 403. APPLICATION OF REMEDIES FOR DE-
FECTS AND NONCOMPLIANCE.

Section 30120(g)(1) is amended by striking
‘““the motor vehicle or replacement equip-
ment was bought by the first purchaser more
than 10 calendar years, or’’.

SEC. 404. DIRECT VEHICLE NOTIFICATION OF RE-
CALLS.

(a) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall initiate a rulemaking for a
regulation to require a warning system in
each new motor vehicle to indicate to the op-
erator in a conspicuous manner when the ve-
hicle is subject to an open recall.

(b) FINAL RULE.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe final standards not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 405. STATE NOTIFICATION OF OPEN SAFETY
RECALLS.

(a) GRANT PROGRAM.—Not later than 2
years after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall establish a grant
program for States to notify registered
motor vehicle owners of safety recalls issued
by the manufacturers of those motor vehi-
cles.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for a grant,
a State shall—

(1) submit an application in such form and
manner as the Secretary prescribes;

(2) agree that when a motor vehicle owner
registers the motor vehicle for use in that
State, the State will—

(A) search the recall database maintained
by the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration using the motor vehicle identi-
fication number;

(B) determine all safety recalls issued by
the manufacturer of that motor vehicle that
have not been completed; and

(C) notify the motor vehicle owner of the
safety recalls described in subparagraph (B);
and

(3) provide such other information or noti-
fication as the Secretary may require.

SEC. 406. RECALL COMPLETION PILOT GRANT
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a pilot program to evaluate the feasi-
bility and effectiveness of a State process for
increasing the recall completion rate for
motor vehicles by requiring each owner or
lessee of a motor vehicle to have repaired
any open recall on that motor vehicle.

(b) GRANTS.—To carry out this program,
the Secretary shall make a grant to a State
to be used to implement the pilot program
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described in subsection (a) in accordance
with the requirements under subsection (c).

(c) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for a grant
under this section, a State shall—

(1) submit an application in such form and
manner as the Secretary prescribes;

(2) meet the requirements and provide no-
tification of safety recalls to registered
motor vehicle owners under the grant pro-
gram described in section 405 of this Act;

(3) except as provided in subsection (d),
agree to require, as a condition of motor ve-
hicle registration, including renewal, that
the motor vehicle owner or lessee complete
all remedies for defects and noncompliance
offered without charge by the manufacturer
or a dealer under section 30120 of title 49,
United States Code; and

(4) provide such other information or noti-
fication as the Secretary may require.

(d) EXCEPTION.—A State may exempt a
motor vehicle owner or lessee from the re-
quirement under subsection (¢)(3) if—

(1) the recall occurred not earlier than 75
days prior to the registration or renewal
date;

(2) the manufacturer, through a local deal-
ership, has not provided the motor vehicle
owner or lessee with a reasonable oppor-
tunity to complete any applicable safety re-
call remedy due to a shortage of necessary
parts or qualified labor; or

(3) the motor vehicle owner or lessee states
that the owner or lessee has had no reason-
able opportunity to complete all applicable
safety recall remedies, in which case the
State may grant a temporary registration, of
not more than 90 days, during which time
the motor vehicle owner or lessee shall com-
plete all applicable safety recall remedies for
which the necessary parts and qualified labor
are available.

(e) AWARD.—In selecting an applicant for
award under this section, the Secretary shall
consider the State’s methodology for—

(1) determining safety recalls on a motor
vehicle;

(2) informing the owner or lessee of a
motor vehicle of the safety recalls;

(3) requiring the owner or lessee of a motor
vehicle to repair any safety recall prior to
issuing any registration, approval, docu-
ment, or certificate related to a motor vehi-
cle registration renewal; and

(4) determining performance in increasing
the safety recall completion rate.

(f) PERFORMANCE PERIOD.—A grant awarded
under this section shall require a perform-
ance period for at least 2 years.

(g) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the completion of the performance period
under subsection (f) and the obligations
under the pilot program, the grantee shall
provide to the Secretary a report of perform-
ance containing such information as the Sec-
retary considers necessary to evaluate the
extent to which safety recalls have been
remedied.

(h) EVALUATION.—Not later than 1 year
after the date the Secretary receives the re-
port under subsection (g), the Secretary
shall evaluate the extent to which safety re-
calls identified under subsection (c) have
been remedied.

SEC. 407. IMPROVEMENTS TO NOTIFICATION OF
DEFECT OR NONCOMPLIANCE.

(a) IMPROVEMENTS TO NOTIFICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prescribe a final rule revis-
ing the regulations under section 577.7 of
title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, to in-
clude notification by electronic means in ad-
dition to notification by first class mail.

(2) DEFINITION OF ELECTRONIC MEANS.—In
this subsection, the term ‘‘electronic means’’
includes electronic mail and may include
such other means of electronic notification,
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such as social media or targeted online cam-
paigns, as determined by the Secretary.

(b) NOTIFICATION BY ELECTRONIC MAIL.—
Section 30118(c) is amended by inserting ‘‘or
electronic mail”’ after “‘certified mail”.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 219—DESIG-
NATING JULY 25, 2015, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL DAY OF THE AMERICAN
COWBOY”’

Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. RISCH, Ms. HEITKAMP,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. TESTER, Mr. ROUNDS,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. THUNE, and Mr.
HOEVEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 219

Whereas pioneering men and women, rec-
ognized as ‘‘cowboys’’, helped to establish
the American West;

Whereas the cowboy embodies honesty, in-
tegrity, courage, compassion, respect, a
strong work ethic, and patriotism;

Whereas the cowboy spirit exemplifies
strength of character, sound family values,
and good common sense;

Whereas the cowboy archetype transcends
ethnicity, gender, geographic boundaries,
and political affiliations;

Whereas the cowboy, who lives off the land
and works to protect and enhance the envi-
ronment, is an excellent steward of the land
and its creatures;

Whereas cowboy traditions have been a
part of American culture for generations;

Whereas the cowboy continues to be an im-
portant part of the economy through the
work of many thousands of ranchers across
the United States who contribute to the eco-
nomic well-being of every State;

Whereas millions of fans watch profes-
sional and working ranch rodeo events annu-
ally, making rodeo one of the most-watched
sports in the United States;

Whereas membership and participation in
rodeo and other organizations that promote
and encompass the livelihood of cowboys
span every generation and transcend race
and gender;

Whereas the cowboy is a central figure in
literature, film, and music and occupies a
central place in the public imagination;

Whereas the cowboy is an American icon;
and

Whereas the ongoing contributions made
by cowboys and cowgirls to their commu-
nities should be recognized and encouraged:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 25, 2015, as ‘‘National
Day of the American Cowboy’’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  220—COM-
MEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MEDORA MU-
SICAL

Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself and Mr.
HOEVEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 220

Whereas the Medora Musical, a nationally
renowned musical production of Western
American patriotism, held its first produc-
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tion on July 1, 1965, alongside what is now
the Theodore Roosevelt National Park;

Whereas more than 3,500,000 guests have
experienced the incredible tribute in the
Medora Musical to Theodore Roosevelt and
his life in the North Dakota Badlands;

Whereas the Burning Hills Amphitheater,
which is home to the Medora Musical and
overlooks the Little Missouri River Valley,
seats as many as 2,900 guests each night and
features the Burning Hills Singers, the Coal
Diggers Band, and various comedy and vari-
ety acts;

Whereas thousands of performers audition
to join the professional team of the Medora
Musical and work alongside 300 annual em-
ployees representing 20 or more countries
and more than 500 volunteers to create one
of the finest attractions in North Dakota;

Whereas each summer, the Medora Musical
runs an impressive season with a 2 hour show
every night for 94 consecutive days;

Whereas the Theodore Roosevelt Medora
Foundation, established in 1986 by philan-
thropist and entrepreneur Harold Schafer,
has played a profound role in promoting
North Dakota tourism and bringing families
of all generations together;

Whereas the city of Medora, North Dakota,
home to the Medora Musical and gateway to
the Theodore Roosevelt National Park, hosts
more than 250,000 visitors each year, and
more than 600,000 tourists from around the
world visit the park each year;

Whereas the Theodore Roosevelt Medora
Foundation, which has invested more than
$30,000,000 in Medora, North Dakota, raised
more than $36,000,000 in donations from more
than 3,700 contributors to preserve the his-
tory of Medora, North Dakota, and the val-
ues of President Theodore Roosevelt;

Whereas President Theodore Roosevelt,
following his time in the Badlands near
Medora, North Dakota, likened the wondrous
appeal of the Badlands to a omne-of-a-kind
beauty found nowhere else in the world;

Whereas President Theodore Roosevelt
often said he would not have been President
had it not been for his experiences in North
Dakota, and many of those experiences are
preserved today through the Medora Musi-
cal, Theodore Roosevelt National Park, and
the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation;
and

Whereas, on July 1, 2015, the Medora Musi-
cal celebrates its 50th anniversary: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Medora Musical on
its 50th anniversary;

(2) recognizes the remarkable talents and
achievements of the many cast and crew
members and volunteers of the Medora Musi-
cal who embody the true spirit of the patri-
otism and stewardship of the United States;
and

(3) acknowledges the contributions of the
Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation to
preserving the life and legacy of President
Theodore Roosevelt.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 221—RECOG-
NIZING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL
PARK

Mr. GARDNER (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, and Ms. CANTWELL) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 221

Whereas in 1909, reflecting on the beauty of
what would become Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park, park promoter, Enos Mills
wrote, ‘“‘In years to come when I am asleep
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