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(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 207, a bill to require the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to use ex-
isting authorities to furnish health
care at non-Department of Veterans
Affairs facilities to veterans who live
more than 40 miles driving distance
from the closest medical facility of the
Department that furnishes the care
sought by the veteran, and for other
purposes.
S.J. RES. 5

At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. b, a joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States relating to contribu-
tions and expenditures intended to af-
fect elections.

S. RES. 35

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Senator from
California (Mrs. BOXER), the Senator
from New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the
Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the
Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS), the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS), the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. HATCH), the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN), the Senator from
Florida (Mr. NELSON) and the Senator
from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 35, a resolution
commemorating the 70th anniversary
of the liberation of the Auschwitz ex-
termination camp in Nazi-occupied Po-
land.

AMENDMENT NO. 48

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a
cosponsor of amendment No. 48 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 1, a bill to
approve the Keystone XL Pipeline.

AMENDMENT NO. 92

At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS), the Senator from
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY), the Sen-
ator from Montana (Mr. TESTER), the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. MUR-
PHY) and the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 92 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1, a bill to approve the Key-
stone XL Pipeline.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
MARKEY, and Ms. WARREN):

S. 251. A bill to aid and support pedi-
atric involvement in reading and edu-
cation; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I in-
troduce with my colleague, Senator
GRASSLEY, the Prescribe a Book Act I
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thank Senators MARKEY, STABENOW,
and WARREN for joining us as original
cosponsors of this bipartisan bill.

Literacy skills are the foundation for
success in school and in life. Devel-
oping and building these skills begins
at home, with parents as the first
teachers. Children who are read to fre-
quently at home are more likely to be-
come frequent readers themselves in
later years. Indeed, according to Scho-
lastic’s Kids and Families Reading Re-
port, among children ages 6-11, 60 per-
cent of frequent readers, those who
read 57 days per week for fun, were
read to aloud by a parent 5-7 times per
week before they entered kindergarten.
This highlights the important role that
parents play in building their chil-
dren’s literacy skills.

To help support the parental role in
literacy, the Prescribe a Book Act
would create a federal pediatric early
literacy grant initiative based on the
long-standing, successful Reach Out
and Read program. The program would
award grants on a competitive basis to
high-quality nonprofit entities to train
doctors and nurses to discuss with par-
ents the importance of reading aloud to
their children and to give books to
children at pediatric check-ups from 6
months to 5 years of age, with a pri-
ority for children from low-income
families. It builds on the relationship
between parents and medical providers
and helps families and communities en-
courage early literacy skills so chil-
dren enter school prepared for success
in reading.

I was pleased to see last year that
the American Academy of Pediatrics,
AAP, recognized the important role
that pediatric providers play in en-
hancing children’s literacy skills In a
policy statement, AAP recommended
that pediatric providers promote early
literacy development for children from
birth to at least kindergarten entry,
including by counseling parents on the
importance of reading to their children
and through providing age-appropriate
books to high-risk, low-income young
children.

Evidence shows that that the pedi-
atric literacy model works. Research
published in peer-reviewed, scientific
journals has found that parents who
have participated in the Reach out and
Read program are significantly more
likely to read to their children and in-
clude more children’s books in their
home, and that children served by the
program show an increase of 4-8 points
on vocabulary tests. I have seen up
close the positive impact of this pro-
gram on children and their families
when visiting a number of Rhode Is-
land’s Reach Out and Read sites. Build-
ing on existing efforts, which in the
past have been supported by Federal
funding included in the appropriations
process and distributed by the Depart-
ment of Education, and matched by
tens of millions of dollars from the pri-
vate sector and State governments, the
Prescribe a Book Act would establish a
formal authorization modeled on this
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type of successful public-private part-
nership. By so doing, it would leverage
Federal dollars to expand pediatric lit-
eracy initiatives so that more young
children reap the developmental bene-
fits of having books at home and being
read to by their parents.

I urge our colleagues to join us in co-
sponsoring the Prescribe a Book Act,
and to work to include its provisions in
the upcoming reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act.

By Mr. CORNYN:

S. 252. A bill to prohibit the consider-
ation of any bill by Congress unless a
statement on tax transparency is pro-
vided in the bill; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 252

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Tax Trans-
parency Act of 2015°.

SEC. 2. TAX EFFECT TRANSPARENCY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 2 of title 1,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 102 the following:

“§102a. Tax effect transparency

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Each Act of Congress,
bill, resolution, conference report thereon, or
amendment there to, that modifies Federal
tax law shall contain a statement describing
the general effect of the modification on
Federal tax law.

“(b) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A failure to comply with
subsection (a) shall give rise to a point of
order in either House of Congress, which may
be raised by any Senator during consider-
ation in the Senate or any Member of the
House of Representatives during consider-
ation in the House of Representatives.

‘(2) NONEXCLUSIVITY.—The availability of a
point of order under this section shall not af-
fect the availability of any other point of
order.

¢“(c) DISPOSITION OF POINT OF ORDER IN THE
SENATE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any Senator may raise a
point of order that any matter is not in order
under subsection (a).

“(2) WAIVER.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—AnNy Senator may move
to waive a point of order raised under para-
graph (1) by an affirmative vote of three-
fifths of the Senators duly chosen and sworn.

‘‘(B) PROCEDURES.—For a motion to waive
a point of order under subparagraph (A) as to
a matter—

‘(i) a motion to table the point of order
shall not be in order;

‘(ii) all motions to waive one or more
points of order under this section as to the
matter shall be debatable for a total of not
more than 1 hour, equally divided between
the Senator raising the point of order and
the Senator moving to waive the point of
order or their designees; and

‘‘(iii) a motion to waive the point of order
shall not be amendable.

¢‘(d) DISPOSITION OF POINT OF ORDER IN THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If a Member of the House
of Representatives makes a point of order
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under this section, the Chair shall put the
question of consideration with respect to the
proposition of whether any statement made
under subsection (a) was adequate or, in the
absence of such a statement, whether a
statement is required under subsection (a).

‘“(2) CONSIDERATION.—For a point of order
under this section made in the House of Rep-
resentatives—

‘‘(A) the question of consideration shall be
debatable for 10 minutes, equally divided and
controlled by the Member making the point
of order and by an opponent, but shall other-
wise be decided without intervening motion
except one that the House of Representatives
adjourn or that the Committee of the Whole
rise, as the case may be;

‘‘(B) in selecting the opponent, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives should first
recognize an opponent from the opposing
party; and

‘(C) the disposition of the question of con-
sideration with respect to a measure shall be
considered also to determine the question of
consideration under this section with respect
to an amendment made in order as original
text.

‘() RULEMAKING AUTHORITY.—The provi-
sions of this section are enacted by the Con-
gress—

‘(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate, respectively, and as such they shall be
considered as part of the rules of each House,
respectively, or of that House to which they
specifically apply, and such rules shall su-
persede other rules only to the extent that
they are inconsistent therewith; and

‘(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change such
rules (so far as relating to such House) at
any time, in the same manner, and to the
same extent as in the case of any other rule
of such House.”".

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 2 of title
1, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing after the item relating to section 102 the
following new item:

¢“102a. Tax effect transparency.”.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 39—AUTHOR-

IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources;
which was referred to the Committee
on Rules and Administration:

S. RES. 39

Resolved,

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources (in this resolution referred to as
the ‘‘committee’) is authorized from March
1, 2015 through February 28, 2017, in its dis-
cretion, to—

(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;

(2) employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
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the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.

SEC. 2. EXPENSES.

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2015.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2015 through
September 30, 2015 under this resolution
shall not exceed $3,219,522.

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2015 through September 30,
2016 under this section shall not exceed
$5,519,181.

(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2017.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2016 through February
28, 2017 under this section shall not exceed
$2,299,659.

SEC. 3. REPORTING LEGISLATION.

The committee shall report its findings,
together with such recommendations for leg-
islation as it deems advisable, to the Senate
at the earliest practicable date, but not later
than February 28, 2017.

SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate;

(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery;

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;

(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;

(F) the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations’ of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of
the committee—

(1) for the period March 1, 2015 through
September 30, 2015;

(2) for the period October 1, 2015 through
September 30, 2016; and

(3) for the period October 1, 2016 through
February 28, 2017.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 40—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING EFFORTS
BY THE UNITED STATES AND
OTHERS TO PREVENT IRAN
FROM DEVELOPING A NUCLEAR
WEAPON

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
MURPHY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. CARPER, Mr. HEINRICH,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
MERKLEY, and Mr. KING) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 40

Whereas any acquisition by the Govern-

ment of the Islamic Republic of Iran of a nu-
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clear weapon would pose a grave threat to
international peace and stability and the na-
tional security of the United States and
United States allies, including Israel;

Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran is a leading state sponsor of
terrorism, continues to materially support
the regime of Bashar al-Assad, and is respon-
sible for continuing and gross violations of
the human rights of the people of Iran;

Whereas, since 2006, the United Nations Se-
curity Council has adopted multiple resolu-
tions demanding an end to the Government
of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s illicit nu-
clear activities and Iran’s full cooperation
with the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) regarding its nuclear program and
international commitments;

Whereas the United States Government
has led the international community in im-
posing costly economic sanctions against the
Islamic Republic of Iran, which have contrib-
uted to the decision of the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to return to the
negotiating table and provided leverage to
press Iran’s leaders to agree to end Iran’s il-
licit nuclear activities;

Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran entered the present negotia-
tion with the five permanent Member States
of the United Nations Security Council, plus
Germany (the ‘‘P5+1’’), having previously
violated its commitments under the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons, done at Washington, London, and Mos-
cow July 1, 1968, and not complied with mul-
tiple United Nations Security Council Reso-
lutions;

Whereas the Joint Plan of Action, also
known as the interim agreement, was en-
tered into by the P5+1 and Iran on November
24, 2013, in order to facilitate good faith ne-
gotiations toward a final comprehensive
agreement that prevents Iran from devel-
oping a nuclear weapon;

Whereas, under the Joint Plan of Action,
the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran has ceased enrichment of near-20 per-
cent uranium gas, eliminated its stockpile of
near-20 percent uranium gas, halted signifi-
cant construction activities at the Arak nu-
clear reactor, halted the installation of addi-
tional centrifuges and not operated its most
advanced centrifuges to accumulate enriched
uranium, agreed to more intrusive inter-
national inspections of its enrichment sites
and provided managed access to its cen-
trifuge assembly workshops, centrifuge rotor
production workshops and storage facilities,
and uranium mines and mills;

Whereas the International Atomic Energy
Agency concluded in a January 20, 2015, re-
port that Iran has not enriched uranium
above 5 percent at any of its declared facili-
ties, has not made ‘“‘any further advances’ to
its activities at the Natanz and Fordow fuel
enrichment plants or the Arak reactor, and
has continued to provide managed access to
uranium mines and mills, daily access to the
enrichment facilities at Natanz and Fordow,
and managed access to centrifuge assembly
workshops, rotor production workshops, and
storage facilities;

Whereas the P5+1 and Iran have extended
the terms of the Joint Plan of Action and
have set a target date for reaching a polit-
ical framework agreement by the end of
March 2015 and a deadline of July 1, 2015, to
reach a final comprehensive agreement, in-
cluding relevant technical annexes;

Whereas, in a public speech on January 12,
2015, United States Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations Samantha Power
stated that, ‘‘increasing sanctions would dra-
matically undermine our efforts to reach
this shared goal . . . of getting Iran to give
up its nuclear program’’;
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