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sponsored by the Daughters of Penelope in 
Mobile, Alabama, is the first of its kind in 
the State of Alabama and is recognized as a 
model shelter for others to emulate through-
out the United States; 

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope also 
sponsors Penelope’s Place, a domestic vio-
lence shelter in Brockton, Massachusetts; 

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope Foun-
dation, Inc. supports the educational objec-
tives of the Daughters of Penelope by pro-
viding tens of thousands of dollars annually 
for scholarships, sponsoring educational 
seminars, and donating children’s books to 
libraries, schools, shelters, and churches 
through the Penelope’s Books program; 

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope is the 
first ethnic organization to submit to the Li-
brary of Congress oral history tapes, which 
provide an oral history of first generation 
Greek American women in the United 
States; 

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope pro-
motes awareness of and provides financial 
support to charitable organizations, includ-
ing the University of Miami Sylvester Com-
prehensive Cancer Center (formerly the Pa-
panicolaou Cancer Center), the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation, and the American Heart Asso-
ciation; 

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope also 
promotes awareness of and provides financial 
support to medical research for breast cancer 
and other cancers, Thalassemia (also known 
as Cooley’s Anemia), Lymphangio-
leiomyomatosis, and Muscular Dystrophy; 

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope pro-
vides support and financial assistance to vic-
tims and communities affected by natural 
disasters such as hurricanes, earthquakes, 
and forest fires; and 

Whereas the Daughters of Penelope has 
supported and contributed to organizations 
such as the Special Olympics, the Barbara 
Bush Foundation for Literacy, the Children’s 
Wish Foundation, UNICEF, Habitat for Hu-
manity, St. Basil Academy, and countless 
other organizations that help families and 
communities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the significant contributions 

of American citizens of Greek ancestry and 
of Philhellenes to the United States; and 

(2) commemorates the 85th anniversary of 
the Daughters of Penelope in 2015, applauds 
its mission, and commends the many chari-
table contributions of its members to organi-
zations and communities worldwide. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 215—DESIG-
NATING THE MONTH OF JUNE 
2015 AS ‘‘NATIONAL POST-TRAU-
MATIC STRESS DISORDER 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ AND JUNE 
27, 2015, AS ‘‘NATIONAL POST- 
TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER 
AWARENESS DAY’’ 

Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mr. 
HELLER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. MORAN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. TESTER, 
Ms. HIRONO, and Ms. COLLINS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 215 

Whereas the brave men and women of the 
Armed Forces of the United States, who 
proudly serve the United States, risk their 
lives to protect the freedom of the people of 

the United States, and deserve the invest-
ment of every possible resource to ensure 
their lasting physical, mental, and emo-
tional well-being; 

Whereas more than 2,000,000 members of 
the Armed Forces have deployed overseas 
since the events of September 11, 2001, and 
have served in places such as Afghanistan 
and Iraq; 

Whereas the Armed Forces of the United 
States have sustained a historically high 
operational tempo since September 11, 2001, 
with many members of the Armed Forces de-
ploying overseas multiple times, placing 
those members at high risk of post-trau-
matic stress disorder (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘PTSD’’); 

Whereas men and women of the Armed 
Forces and veterans who served before Sep-
tember 11, 2001, remain at risk for PTSD and 
other mental health disorders; 

Whereas the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
reports that— 

(1) since October 2001, more than 390,000 of 
the approximately 1,160,000 veterans of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, and Operation New Dawn who have 
received health care from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs have been diagnosed with 
PTSD; 

(2) in fiscal year 2014, more than 531,000 of 
the nearly 6,000,000 veterans who sought care 
at a medical facility of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs received treatment for 
PTSD; and 

(3) of veterans who served in Operation En-
during Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
and Operation New Dawn who are receiving 
health care from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, more than 615,000 have received a di-
agnosis for at least 1 mental health disorder; 

Whereas many cases of PTSD remain unre-
ported, undiagnosed, and untreated due to a 
lack of awareness about PTSD and the per-
sistent stigma associated with mental health 
conditions; 

Whereas exposure to military trauma can 
lead to PTSD; 

Whereas PTSD significantly increases the 
risk of anxiety, depression, suicide, home-
lessness, and drug- and alcohol-related dis-
orders and deaths, especially if left un-
treated; 

Whereas public perceptions of PTSD or 
other mental health disorders create unique 
challenges for veterans seeking employment; 

Whereas the Department of Defense and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs—as well 
as the larger medical community, both pri-
vate and public—have made significant ad-
vances in the identification, prevention, di-
agnosis, and treatment of PTSD and the 
symptoms of PTSD, but many challenges re-
main; 

Whereas increased understanding of PTSD 
can help diminish the stigma attached to 
this mental health issue, and additional ef-
forts are needed to find further ways to re-
duce this stigma—including an examination 
of how PTSD is discussed in the United 
States and a recognition that PTSD is a 
common injury that is treatable and repair-
able; 

Whereas PTSD can result from any number 
of stressors other than combat, including 
rape, sexual assault, battery, torture, con-
finement, child abuse, car accidents, train 
wrecks, plane crashes, bombings, or natural 
disaster, and affects approximately 8,000,000 
adults in the United States annually; and 

Whereas the designation of a National 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness 
Month and a National Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder Day will raise public awareness 
about issues related to PTSD, reduce the 
stigma associated with PTSD, and help en-
sure that those suffering from the invisible 

wounds of war receive proper treatment: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 2015 as ‘‘National Post- 

Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness 
Month’’ and June 27, 2015 as ‘‘National Post- 
Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness Day’’; 

(2) supports the efforts of the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense—as well as the entire medical commu-
nity—to educate members of the Armed 
Forces, veterans, the families of members of 
the Armed Forces and veterans, and the pub-
lic about the causes, symptoms, and treat-
ment of PTSD; 

(3) encourages commanders of the Armed 
Forces to support appropriate treatment of 
men and women of the Armed Forces who 
are diagnosed with PTSD; and 

(4) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and 
the Secretary of Defense. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 216—RECOG-
NIZING THE MONTH OF JUNE 2015 
AS ‘‘IMMIGRANT HERITAGE 
MONTH’’, A CELEBRATION OF 
THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS IMMIGRANTS 
AND THEIR CHILDREN HAVE 
MADE IN SHAPING THE HISTORY, 
STRENGTHENING THE ECONOMY, 
AND ENRICHING THE CULTURE 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 216 

Whereas the United States has always been 
a nation of immigrants and throughout the 
history of the United States immigrants 
from around the globe and their children 
have— 

(1) kept the workforce of the United States 
vibrant; 

(2) kept the businesses of the United States 
on the cutting edge; and 

(3) helped build the greatest economic en-
gine in the world; 

Whereas the entrepreneurial drive and 
spirit of the United States— 

(1) is built on the diversity of the origins of 
the people of the United States; 

(2) drew the first immigrants to the United 
States; and 

(3) continues to drive business in the 
United States; 

Whereas the success of the United States is 
a result of the many distinct experiences of 
the people of the United States, not in spite 
of those distinct experiences; 

Whereas as a nation of immigrants, the 
people of the United States must remember 
the generations of pioneers that helped— 

(1) lay railroads and build cities; 
(2) develop new industries; and 
(3) fuel the Information Age, from the tele-

graph to the smartphone; 
Whereas more than 70 percent of agricul-

tural workers in the United States are for-
eign born, and these workers keep California 
and farms in the United States in business 
and feed families in the United States; 

Whereas immigrants start more than one- 
fourth of all new businesses in the United 
States and immigrants or their children 
start more than 40 percent of Fortune 500 
companies; 

Whereas those businesses collectively em-
ploy tens of millions of people in the United 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:26 Jun 26, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A25JN6.020 S25JNPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4655 June 25, 2015 
States and generate more than 
$4,500,000,000,000 in annual revenue; 

Whereas immigrants to the United States 
contribute greatly to advances in technology 
and sciences; 

Whereas, as of the date of introduction of 
this resolution, 14 percent of employed col-
lege graduates and 50 percent of individuals 
with doctorate degrees working in mathe-
matics and computer science occupations in 
the United States are immigrants; 

Whereas between 2006 and 2012, 44 percent 
of new technology start-ups in Silicon Valley 
(widely known as the international hub for 
technological development and innovation) 
had at least 1 immigrant founder; 

Whereas the work of immigrants has di-
rectly enriched the culture of the United 
States by influencing the performing arts 
(from Broadway to Hollywood), academia, 
art, music, literature, media, fashion, cui-
sine, customs, and cultural celebrations en-
joyed across the United States; 

Whereas generations of immigrants have 
come to the shores of the United States from 
all corners of the globe; 

Whereas immigrants fought tirelessly in 
the Revolutionary War and continue to de-
fend the ideals of the United States; 

Whereas as of June 2015, more than 30,000 
lawful permanent residents are serving in 
the United States Armed Forces; 

Whereas between 2002 and 2015, more than 
102,000 men and women, including individuals 
serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, South Korea, 
Germany, Japan, and elsewhere, have be-
come United States citizens while wearing 
the uniform of the United States military; 

Whereas Congress represents a rich diver-
sity of communities across the United States 
and works closely with diaspora leaders from 
more than 60 ethnic caucuses to ensure that 
the voices of people of the United States of 
all backgrounds are heard; and 

Whereas the United States was founded on 
the universal promise that all people are cre-
ated equal: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes June 2015 as ‘‘Immigrant Her-
itage Month’’ in honor of the accomplish-
ments and contributions of immigrants and 
their children in shaping the history and cul-
ture of the United States; 
(2) pledges to celebrate immigrant contribu-
tions to, and immigrant heritage in, each 
State; and 
(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to commemorate the history of immi-
grants in the United States and to always re-
member the immigrant roots of the United 
States. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise to submit a resolution on Immi-
grant Heritage Month, which is recog-
nized every June. This resolution hon-
ors the accomplishments and contribu-
tions of immigrants, pledges to cele-
brate our immigrant heritage, and 
joins the American people in com-
memorating our immigrant roots. 

Since our founding, the United 
States has been a nation of immi-
grants. Immigrants from all over the 
world have sought to start anew in the 
United States. Whether they were 
seeking to practice their religious and 
political beliefs without interference or 
obtain new professional or educational 
opportunities, the United States has 
been a refuge for those seeking a better 
life. 

We have benefited tremendously as a 
result. Immigrants have played a vital 
role in our Nation’s history, shaping 
the economic, cultural, and social de-

velopment of our society. Immigrants 
have helped build our nation’s cities 
and railroads, developed some of our 
most cutting-edge businesses, and 
fueled inventions from the telegraph to 
the smartphone. 

Individuals and families from Eu-
rope, Asia, Africa, Australia, and the 
Americas have all contributed to our 
Nation’s fabric, enhancing the diver-
sity and vibrancy of our communities 
and forming the melting pot for which 
our country is known. 

In addition, immigrants have de-
fended our Nation since the Revolu-
tionary War. As of this month, over 
30,000 lawful permanent residents are 
currently serving in the United States 
Armed Forces. I imagine many more 
immigrants would join as well if they 
were afforded the opportunity. Between 
2002 and 2015, more than 102,000 immi-
grants have become U.S. citizens while 
serving in the U.S. Military in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Germany, Japan, and else-
where. 

Our Nation’s food supply also de-
pends upon the work of immigrants. 
Over 70 percent of agricultural workers 
in the U.S. are foreign born. These 
workers help feed American families 
and support U.S. farms and businesses. 
Without their help, we would struggle 
to harvest our Nation’s crops and feed 
our people. 

Immigrants also have made impres-
sive contributions in business and tech-
nology. Immigrants or children-of-im-
migrants have started more than 25 
percent of all new businesses in the 
U.S., including more than 40 percent of 
Fortune 500 companies. These busi-
nesses have created tens of millions of 
American jobs, and they exceed over 
$4.5 trillion in revenue annually. In Sil-
icon Valley, over 44 percent of tech-
nology startups had at least one immi-
grant founder between 2006 and 2012. 

One of our country’s greatest ex-
ports, our culture, has been enhanced 
by immigrants from all corners of the 
globe. From Broadway to Hollywood, 
our country’s unique contributions in 
the performing arts, art, music, lit-
erature, media, fashion, and cuisine 
have been shaped by immigrants. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
observing Immigrant Heritage Month 
to recognize the contributions of immi-
grants to the United States, as well as 
our nation’s strong immigrant herit-
age. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2077. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) proposed an amendment to the bill 
S. 230, to provide for the conveyance of cer-
tain property to the Yukon Kuskokwim 
Health Corporation located in Bethel, Alas-
ka. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2077. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) proposed an amendment 
to the bill S. 230, to provide for the 

conveyance of certain property to the 
Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation 
located in Bethel, Alaska; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable, 
but not later than 180 days, after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services (referred to in 
this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall convey to 
the Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation 
located in Bethel, Alaska (referred to in this 
Act as the ‘‘Corporation’’), all right, title, 
and interest of the United States in and to 
the property described in section 2 for use in 
connection with health and social services 
programs. 

(b) EFFECT ON ANY QUITCLAIM DEED.—The 
conveyance by the Secretary of title by war-
ranty deed under this section shall, on the 
effective date of the conveyance, supersede 
and render of no future effect any quitclaim 
deed to the property described in section 2 
executed by the Secretary and the Corpora-
tion. 

(c) CONDITIONS.—The conveyance of the 
property under this Act— 

(1) shall be made by warranty deed; and 
(2) shall not— 
(A) require any consideration from the 

Corporation for the property; 
(B) impose any obligation, term, or condi-

tion on the Corporation; or 
(C) allow for any reversionary interest of 

the United States in the property. 
SEC. 2. PROPERTY DESCRIBED. 

The property, including all land and appur-
tenances, described in this section is the 
property included in U.S. Survey No. 4000, 
Lot 2, T. 8 N., R. 71 W., Seward Meridian, 
containing 22.98 acres. 
SEC. 3. ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY. 

(a) LIABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the Corporation shall 
not be liable for any soil, surface water, 
groundwater, or other contamination result-
ing from the disposal, release, or presence of 
any environmental contamination on any 
portion of the property described in section 2 
on or before the date on which the property 
is conveyed to the Corporation. 

(2) ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION.—An 
environmental contamination described in 
paragraph (1) includes any oil or petroleum 
products, hazardous substances, hazardous 
materials, hazardous waste, pollutants, toxic 
substances, solid waste, or any other envi-
ronmental contamination or hazard as de-
fined in any Federal or State of Alaska law. 

(b) EASEMENT.—The Secretary shall be ac-
corded any easement or access to the prop-
erty conveyed under this Act as may be rea-
sonably necessary to satisfy any retained ob-
ligation or liability of the Secretary. 

(c) NOTICE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE AC-
TIVITY AND WARRANTY.—In carrying out this 
Act, the Secretary shall comply with sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of section 120(h)(3) of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9620(h)(3)). 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on June 25, 
2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD–G50 of the 
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