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for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. BLUNT, and Mr.
TOOMEY):

S. 1660. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify and make perma-
nent bonus depreciation; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr.
COONS):

S. 1661. A bill to amend title XXVII of the
Public Health Service Act to preserve con-
sumer and employer access to licensed inde-
pendent insurance producers; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr. DUR-
BIN):

S. 1662. A bill to include Livingston Coun-
ty, the city of Jonesboro in Union County,
and the city of Freeport in Stephenson Coun-
ty, Illinois, to the Lincoln National Heritage
Area, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Ms. AYOTTE):

S. 1663. A bill to better protect, serve, and
advance the rights of victims of elder abuse
and financial exploitation by encouraging
States and other qualified entities to hold of-
fenders accountable, enhance the capacity of
the justice system to investigate, pursue,
and prosecute elder abuse cases, identify ex-
isting resources to leverage to the extent
possible, and assure data collection, re-
search, and evaluation to promote the effi-
cacy and efficiency of the activities de-
scribed in this Act; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs.
MCCASKILL, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. BOXER, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. MURPHY,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. REED, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. COONS,
Mr. PETERS, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
HIRONO, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CARDIN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE):

S. 1664. A bill to count revenues from mili-
tary and veteran education programs toward
the limit on Federal revenues that certain
proprietary institutions of higher education
are allowed to receive for purposes of section
487 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
HELLER, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN):

S. 1665. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to au-
thorize local educational agencies and
schools to carry out child sexual abuse
awareness and prevention programs or ac-
tivities; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. BROWN, and Mr.
BLUNT):

S. 1666. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the limitation
on the election to accelerate the AMT credit
in lieu of bonus depreciation for 2015 and
2016, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr.
CRAPO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mrs.
MURRAY):

S. 1667. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify the special rules
for accident and health plans of certain gov-
ernmental entities, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. LEE, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. COATS, and Mr. TILLIS):
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S. 1668. A bill to restore long-standing
United States policy that the Wire Act pro-
hibits all forms of Internet gambling, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mrs. FISCHER:

S. 1669. A bill to reform the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. FRANKEN):

S. 1670. A bill to amend the Torture Vic-
tims Relief Act of 1998 to authorize appro-
priations to provide assistance for domestic
and foreign programs and centers for the
treatment of victims of torture, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. BENNET:

S. 1671. A bill to reauthorize the National
Forest Foundation Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Mrs. FISCHER:

S. 1672. A Dbill to authorize States to enter
into interstate compacts regarding Class A
commercial driver’s licenses; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mr. MARKEY):

S. 1673. A bill to improve passenger vessel
security and safety, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr.
MURPHY):

S. 1674. A bill to amend and reauthorize
certain provisions relating to Long Island
Sound restoration and stewardship; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MURPHY, and Mrs.
GILLIBRAND):

S. 1675. A bill to amend certain appropria-
tions Acts to repeal the requirement direct-
ing the Administrator of General Services to
sell Federal property and assets that support
the operations of the Plum Island Animal
Disease Center in Plum Island, New York, to
provide for a report on the potential transfer
of Plum Island, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mrs.
MCCASKILL):

S. 1676. A bill to increase the number of
graduate medical education positions treat-
ing veterans, to improve the compensation of
health care providers, medical directors, and
directors of Veterans Integrated Service Net-
works of the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CARDIN:

S. Res. 211. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding Srebrenica; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. SCOTT (for himself, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURR,
Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. COATS, Mr. COCHRAN,
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Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORKER,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENzI, Mrs. ERNST,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr.
FLAKE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. GARDNER,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP,
Mr. HELLER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Mr. KIRK,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. McCAIN, Mrs. McCaAs-
KILL, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PAUL,
Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. REID, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. TOOMEY,
Mr. UDALL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WARNER,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 212. A resolution condemning the
attack on Emanuel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Charleston, South Carolina,
and expressing encouragement and prayers
for all affected by this evil assault; consid-
ered and agreed to.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
HEINRICH, Mr. CORKER, Mr. MCcCCON-
NELL, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. REID, Mr. UDALL, and
Ms. MURKOWSKI):

S. Res. 213. A resolution designating Octo-
ber 30, 2015, as a national day of remem-
brance for nuclear weapons program work-
ers; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MCCONNELL:

S. Con. Res. 19. A concurrent resolution
providing for a conditional adjournment or
recess of the Senate and an adjournment of
the House of Representatives; considered and
agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 310
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 310, a bill to prohibit the use of
Federal funds for the costs of painting
portraits of officers and employees of
the Federal Government.
S. 311
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
311, a bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
address and take action to prevent bul-
lying and harassment of students.
S. 314
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 314, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
coverage under the Medicare program
of pharmacist services.
S. 512
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 512, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to safeguard data
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stored abroad from improper govern-
ment access, and for other purposes.
S. 574
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 574, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
employers a credit against income tax
for employees who participate in quali-
fied apprenticeship programs.
S. 578
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 578, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to ensure
more timely access to home health

services for Medicare beneficiaries
under the Medicare program.
S. 667

At the request of Mr. ENzI, the name
of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
667, a bill to ensure that organizations
with religious or moral convictions are
allowed to continue to provide services
for children.

S. 681

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Sen-
ator from California (Mrs. BOXER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 681, a bill to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
clarify presumptions relating to the ex-
posure of certain veterans who served
in the vicinity of the Republic of Viet-
nam, and for other purposes.

s. 1

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 711, a bill to amend section 520J of
the Public Service Health Act to au-
thorize grants for mental health first
aid training programs.

S. 13

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
713, a bill to prevent international vio-
lence against women, and for other
purposes.

S. 743

At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 743, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to recognize the
service in the reserve components of
the Armed Forces of certain persons by
honoring them with status as veterans
under law, and for other purposes.

S. 746

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 746, a bill to provide for
the establishment of a Commission to
Accelerate the End of Breast Cancer.

S. 843

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 843, a bill to amend title XVIIL
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of the Social Security Act to count a
period of receipt of outpatient observa-
tion services in a hospital toward satis-
fying the 3-day inpatient hospital re-
quirement for coverage of skilled nurs-
ing facility services under Medicare.
S. 861
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 861, a bill to amend titles XVIII
and XIX of the Social Security Act to
curb waste, fraud, and abuse in the
Medicare and Medicaid programs.
S. 885
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 885, a bill to direct the Architect
of the Capitol to place in the United
States Capitol a chair honoring Amer-
ican Prisoners of War/Missing in Ac-
tion.
S. 891
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 891, a bill to amend the Tariff Act of
1930 to facilitate the administration
and enforcement of antidumping and
countervailing duty orders, and for
other purposes.
S. 928
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 928, a bill to reauthor-
ize the World Trade Center Health Pro-
gram and the September 11th Victim
Compensation Fund of 2001, and for
other purposes.
S. 991
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 991, a bill to establish the
Commission on Evidence-Based Policy-
making, and for other purposes.
S. 1040
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1040, a bill to direct the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission and
the National Academy of Sciences to
study the vehicle handling require-
ments proposed by the Commission for
recreational off-highway vehicles and
to prohibit the adoption of any such re-
quirements until the completion of the
study, and for other purposes.
S. 1081
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1081, a bill to end the use of body-
gripping traps in the National Wildlife
Refuge System.
S. 1119
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1119, a bill to establish the Na-
tional Criminal Justice Commission.
8. 1170
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from California

S4603

(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1170, a bill to amend title 39,
United States Code, to extend the au-
thority of the United States Postal
Service to issue a semipostal to raise
funds for breast cancer research, and
for other purposes.
S. 1203
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1203, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to improve the
processing by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs of claims for benefits
under laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.
S. 1300
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1300, a bill to amend the section 221 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act
to provide relief for adoptive families
from immigrant visa feeds in certain
situations.
S. 1324
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1324, a bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to fulfill certain requirements
before regulating standards of perform-
ance for new, modified, and recon-
structed fossil fuel-fired electric utility
generating units, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1387
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) and the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1387, a bill to amend title XVI
of the Social Security Act to update
eligibility for the supplemental secu-
rity income program, and for other
purposes.
S. 1445
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1445, a bill to improve the
Microloan Program of the Small Busi-
ness Administration.
S. 1455
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1455, a bill to provide access to

medication-assisted therapy, and for
other purposes.
S. 1458
At the request of Mr. COATS, the

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1458, a bill to amend the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of
1977 to ensure scientific transparency
in the development of environmental
regulations and for other purposes.
S. 1512

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from



S4604

Maine (Mr. KING) and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1512, a bill to elimi-
nate discrimination and promote wom-
en’s health and economic security by
ensuring reasonable workplace accom-
modations for workers whose ability to
perform the functions of a job are lim-
ited by pregnancy, childbirth, or a re-
lated medical condition.
S. 1524
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1524, a bill to enable con-
crete masonry products manufacturers
to establish, finance, and carry out a
coordinated program of research, edu-
cation, and promotion to improve,
maintain, and develop markets for con-
crete masonry products.
S. 1576
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1576, a bill to amend title 5,
United States Code, to prevent fraud
by representative payees.
S. 1578
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1578, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to enhance taxpayer
rights, and for other purposes.
S. 1598
At the request of Mr. LEE, the names
of the Senator from Alabama (Mr.
SHELBY), the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1598, a bill to pre-
vent discriminatory treatment of any
person on the basis of views held with
respect to marriage.
S. 1631
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1631, a bill to amend the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 and the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to modify certain provi-
sions relating to multiemployer pen-
sions, and for other purposes.
S. 1634
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1634, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral antitrust laws to provide expanded
coverage and to eliminate exemptions
from such laws that are contrary to the
public interest with respect to rail-
roads.
S. 1651
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1651, a bill to amend title
IT of the Social Security Act to repeal
the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions.
S. 1652
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
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RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1652, a bill to designate an existing
Federal officer to coordinate efforts to
secure the release of United States per-
sons who are hostages of hostile groups
or state sponsors of terrorism, and for
other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 4

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 4, a concurrent resolu-
tion supporting the Local Radio Free-
dom Act.

S. RES. 200

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO), the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) and the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. REID) were added as cosponsors of
S. Res. 200, a resolution wishing His
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama a happy
80th birthday on July 6, 2015, and rec-
ognizing the outstanding contributions
His Holiness has made to the pro-
motion of nonviolence, human rights,

interfaith  dialogue, environmental
awareness, and democracy.
S. RES. 204

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 204, a resolution recognizing
June 20, 2015 as ‘“World Refugee Day”’ .

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. COONS, Mr. REID,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
CASEY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. KAINE, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 1659. A bill to amend the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 to revise the criteria
for determining which States and polit-
ical subdivisions are subject to section
4 of the Act, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this year
marks the 50th anniversaries of the
March from Selma to Montgomery and
the passage of the landmark Voting
Rights Act. Passage of the Voting
Rights Act was the result of the blood,
sweat, and tears of so many brave
Americans who marched for justice—
and the decades-long work of countless
other men and women committed to
seeing our country live up to its prom-
ise of equality and justice for all. Their
actions transformed our Nation. On
this 50th anniversary year, we pay spe-
cial tribute to their legacy, but there is
still work to be done. Each generation
must contribute to the fight for equal-
ity. Each of us must answer the call to
move this Nation toward a more per-
fect union.

In the coming weeks there will be
continued celebrations of the passage

June 24, 2015

of the original Voting Rights Act. Un-
fortunately, two years ago, the Su-
preme Court voted to dismantle a core
piece of that vital legislation. In
Shelby County v. Holder, five Repub-
lican-appointed justices on the Su-
preme Court drove a stake through the
heart of the Voting Rights Act. Under
Section 5 of the Act, the Federal gov-
ernment has the authority to examine
and prevent racially discriminatory
voting changes from being enacted be-
fore those changes disenfranchise vot-
ers in covered jurisdictions. By strik-
ing down the coverage formula that de-
termined which States and jurisdic-
tions were subject to Federal review,
the Court effectively gutted Section 5.
And in holding that the formula was
based on outdated information, the
Roberts Court disregarded thousands of
pages of testimony and evidence from
nearly 20 congressional hearings held
when the law was reauthorized in 2006.

Within weeks of the Supreme Court’s
devastating ruling, Republican gov-
ernors and State legislatures exploited
the Shelby County decision. Several
States with a documented history of
racial discrimination in voting imple-
mented sweeping laws that dispropor-
tionately suppressed the voting rights
of minorities, the elderly, and young
people.

For example, Texas immediately im-
plemented the most restrictive photo
identification law in the country. Al-
though, a Federal judge found the law
to be an ‘‘unconstitutional poll tax”
that could disenfranchise up to 600,000
voters and disproportionately impact
African Americans and Latinos, the
law was allowed to disenfranchise vot-
ers this past election.

In North Carolina, the Republican
legislature and Republican governor
passed a far-reaching bill that re-
stricted its citizens’ right to vote. The
bill cut early voting down from 17 days
to 10 days, eliminated teenagers’ abil-
ity to preregister before their 18th
birthday, and eliminated same day
voter registration. It also enacted a
strict photo identification require-
ment, which is currently being chal-
lenged in court.

These are just a few of the numerous
discriminatory voting restrictions that
have been enacted since Shelby County
was decided. We cannot sit by as the
fundamental right to vote is systemati-
cally undermined. We must not retreat
from our commitment to civil rights
and the great accomplishments we cel-
ebrate this year. As my friend Con-
gressman JOHN LEWIS has stated, vot-
ing ‘‘is the most powerful, nonviolent
tool we have to create a more perfect
union.”

Similarly, in 1962, Martin Luther
King, Jr., delivered a speech at the
Mother Emanuel Church in Charles-
ton—the scene of the horrific tragedy
last week—where he noted that voting
rights was the key to achieving the
American dream for all. Their state-
ments are as true today as they were
fifty years ago, and that is why we
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