S4596

and support its efforts to designate the
week of July 5-11, 2015 as National
Roofing Week.

As the first line of defense against
natural elements, such as rain, snow or
wind, the roof is one of the most crit-
ical features of any home or business.
Yet, despite its importance, it is often
taken for granted until it falls into dis-
repair. National Roofing Week is a val-
uable reminder of the significance that
quality roofing has on our commu-
nities and honors the thousands of con-
tractors in the roofing industry across
the United States.

NRCA’s 3,800 members, located across
all 50 States, play a significant role in
the installation and maintenance of
roofing systems. With a vast network
of roofing contractors and industry-re-
lated members, NRCA handles a major-
ity of new construction and replace-
ment roof systems on commercial and
residential structures in America.
However, the organization’s activities
extend beyond its construction duties.

National Roofing Week provides an
opportunity to recognize the thousands
of NRCA members and their commit-
ment to supporting their local commu-
nities. As part of its outreach efforts
last year, NRCA members worked to-
gether to raise funds and repair the
roof for a local nonprofit organization
that provides health services and hous-
ing options for mistreated and abused
children in Chicago. I commend the
NRCA and the vital role the organiza-
tion and its members play in every
community and I ask my colleagues to
join me in acknowledging their con-
tributions during National Roofing
Week.®

———

REMEMBERING TROOPER JAMES
A. MOEN AND RECOGNIZING
MEGAN PETERS

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, on
Thursday, the Alaska State Troopers
will pause to recognize the 14th anni-
versary of the loss of Trooper James A.
Moen. Trooper Moen, assigned to fish
and wildlife protection duties, was
killed in an aircraft accident while on
law enforcement patrol near Lake
Iliamna, AK. Trooper Moen was pilot-
ing the single-engine Piper Cub float
plane when it crashed for unknown rea-
sons. His remains were recovered by
troopers who hiked in to the scene.
Trooper Moen had served with the
Alaska State Troopers—fish and wild-
life protection for over 18 years and
had over 4,000 hours of flight time as
both a military and civilian pilot. He
was survived by his wife and four chil-
dren.

One of Trooper Moen’s children is
Megan Peters, a spokesperson for the
Alaska State Troopers. Megan’s name
is perhaps better known among Alas-
kans than her father’s was. But one
thing that Alaskans may not know is
that Megan plays a leading role in or-
ganizing the Alaska police memorial
ceremony each May. While all Alaska’s
law enforcement officers who gave
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their lives in the line of duty are recog-
nized in this ceremony, the emphasis is
on honoring those who passed in the
preceding year.

There is a certain irony to Megan’s
involvement in all this. During Police
Week, Megan devotes her energy to
comforting the families of other fallen
officers. But who is there to recognize
and comfort Megan, herself a survivor
of a law enforcement tragedy? That
irony was not lost on Mallory Peebles,
a reporter from KTUU Television in
Anchorage. During the 2013 ceremony,
Mallory devoted a segment of Channel
2 News to telling Megan’s story—then
and now.

So this year, through this message in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, it is my
intention to honor both father and
daughter. The legacy of Trooper James
A. Moen very much lives on in the
work of his daughter Megan. I didn’t
know Trooper Moen, but I have to be-
lieve that he would be very proud of
Megan’s work.

My staff and I rely on Megan
throughout the year for information on
public safety issues in Alaska. She is
the go-to person and gets us the an-
swers we need on short deadline. We
appreciate her knowledge and dili-
gence, but rarely do we think to take a
moment to say thank you.

I ask unanimous consent that Mal-
lory Peebles report on the work of
Megan Peters be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From Channel 2 News, May 20, 2013]
LOST IN THE LINE OF DUTY: A STATE
TROOPER’S STORY 12 YEARS LATER
(By Mallory Peebles and Photojournalist
Shawn Wilson)

ANCHORAGE, AK.—When a service member
or civilian in uniform makes the ultimate
sacrifice, they are officially considered lost
in the line of duty. Channel Two is looking
back at three Alaskans and their families
who have paid the ultimate price. On May 10,
The State of Alaska recognized Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day. It’s a somber yet iconic
event to mark and mourn Alaska’s law en-
forcement officers who have lost their lives
in the line of duty. This year the annual
event was organized by State Trooper
spokeswoman Megan Peters. For Peters it’s
more than just a work assignment, it’s per-
sonal. ‘‘My dad was a fish cop, fish and wild-
life. So he was a brown shirt,” Peters said.
Peters said growing up she always knew her
father did important work with the Alaska
Troopers—sometimes even dangerous work—
but as a child she didn’t focus on the dangers
of the job. ‘“He would go out on the boat all
the time. He loved flying,” Peters said.
‘“People say yeah, it’s something that you
know could happen but I was a little kid, and
my dad was a trooper the whole time, so why
would something happen?”” When Peters was
just 18-years-old something did happen. Her
father was flying on a routine sport fishing
patrol near Iliamna when his plane crashed.
It was May 25, 2001. Megan was studying
abroad in Finland when her mother called
with the news. “‘I was just walking down the
street, and I'll never forget the first thing
she said was ‘I'm so sorry Megan,’”’ Peters
said. “I don’t remember anything after that
phone call. I don’t remember packing. I
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didn’t have to change my plane tickets be-
cause I was already leaving. I just came
home, and it was a different life.” It was a
life without a father who had meant the
world to her. “When he wasn’t working he
was always taking us out. We had a boat and
we had our own plane in high school,”” Peters
said. “My dad loved Alaska and that’s why
he came up here. He came up with the intent
on wanting to be a State Trooper.” James
Arthur Moen was a productive Alaska State
Trooper. For 18 years he served The State of
Alaska. A member of the Special Emergency
Response Team, SERT and dive unit, Moen
assisted in numerous rescues and recovery
missions. Today, he is still remembered for
his contributions across the state. A trooper
boat is named after Moen and still operates
out of Petersburg. While serving Alaskans,
Moen also served as a strong role model for
his daughter. She decided to follow in her fa-
ther’s footsteps and is now working with the
State Troopers. Peters joined the Troopers
in 2007 where she is tasked with writing a
press release each time a plane crashes in
Alaska and troopers respond. Just like her
father’s hat that sits on her desk in the of-
fice, each press release serves as a constant
and often painful reminder of the high cost
of duty. ‘I might not understand what it is
that the troopers are doing every single day
and what they’re facing but I grew up around
it enough to know what their jobs do entail,”
said Peters, ‘‘and to know what it’s like to
be in that environment.” Alaska Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day serves as a stark re-
minder of the life and death situations law
enforcement officers face every day while on
duty. The harsh realities that come along
with the responsibilities of duty in Alaska
can mean it’s possible they may not come
home. Moen’s name was added to this memo-
rial more than a decade ago and joins many
like it. This year 40-year-old State Trooper
Tage Toll of Talkeetna had his name added.
He died only two months ago when Helo-One
crashed while executing the rescue of a
stranded snowmachiner. Village Public Safe-
ty Officer Thomas Madole also had his
named added to the memorial this year. He
was shot and killed while responding to a 911
call in Manokotak. All the names added
serve as a reminder of the lives sacrificed for
a job, country and state they loved. ‘‘My dad
was a trooper and a pilot and he loved both,
and you could see it every day when he came
home,” Peters said. ‘‘He was happy, he loved
his life.”

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Very touching
story. This year, once again, we reflect
on the service of Trooper James A.
Moen to our State. At the same time
we recognize the continuing contribu-
tions of his daughter, Megan, without
whom we would not know as much
about the triumphs, the risks and the
sacrifices made by the troopers who
keep Alaskans safe.®

———————

RECOGNIZING CONVERSATIONS

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, small
businesses have the unique ability to
recognize emerging service gaps in
their local economies. Often, these
small businesses fill these unique serv-
ice gaps in targeted, innovative ways.
One such entity is this week’s Small
Business of the Week, Conversations of
New Orleans, LA.

In 2010, Megan Hargroder noticed a
lack in social media and online engage-
ment consulting for startups, small
businesses, and nonprofits in the great-
er New Orleans area. Eager to fill the
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niche, Hargroder founded the media
consulting company Conversations.
Through Conversations, Hargroder’s
team provides targeted, easy-to-imple-
ment strategies for entities to connect
with clients and future clients across a
variety of online media platforms. Con-
versations has been an integral compo-
nent in the online presence of hundreds
of local organizations, businesses, and
campaigns, such as the Junior League
of New Orleans, the League of Women
Voters, Tobacco Free Living, and
former New Orleans Saints safety
Steve Gleason. Additionally, the Con-
versations team maintains an online
journal and steady calendar of speak-
ing engagements in their quest to con-
tinually educate and engage folks in
social media outreach techniques.

Like many startups, Hargroder ini-
tially struggled with transforming her
innovative ideas into a profitable, ef-
fective business. She turned to the
Greater New Orleans Region’s Lou-
isiana Small Business Development
Center, LSBDC, which helped her navi-
gate the nuances of starting and main-
taining a healthy, thriving business. In
the years since, Conversations’ five-
person team of bright and driven
innovators in the realm of media con-
sulting has transformed online media
engagement in the State—creating eco-
nomic opportunities for scores of busi-
nesses in Louisiana and beyond.

Congratulations again to Conversa-
tions for being selected as Small Busi-
ness of the Week. Thank you for your
commitment to help local small busi-
nesses connect with clients and cus-
tomers and foster economic growth.e

————

TRIBUTE TO HERBERT COLLINS

e Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I
wish to pay tribute to one of my con-
stituents. Mr. Herbert Collins, a native
member of the Caroline County com-
munity, has dedicated his life to the
protection and preservation of the
unique history of the region and of the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

Mr. Collins is a historian who served
as a curator for the Smithsonian Insti-
tution here in Washington, DC. During
his time at the museum, he was the ex-
ecutive director of the National Mu-
seum of American History. He also
helped found the National Postal Mu-
seum, established a security system for
the National Philatelic Museum, and
was integral to the establishment of
the National Museum of the American
Indian.

Mr. Collins has committed his life to
serving the United States, both as a
member of the U.S. Army in his youth
and in his service as a historian. This
is exemplified in the transformation of
his historic home into a personal mu-
seum, furnished with dozens of historic
artifacts and antiques open to the pub-
lic. Mr. Collins has also developed rela-
tionships with Presidents dating back
to President Harry Truman. He con-
tributed his military uniform, com-
plete with his laundry mark, for the fu-
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neral service of President Dwight Ei-
senhower, who had requested to be bur-
ied in full military dress, and toured
the country raising funds for a museum
honoring President John F. Kennedy
after the President was assassinated.
Mr. Collins has undoubtedly left his
mark on the Commonwealth, and I am
honored to celebrate his achievements.
I know that many throughout Virginia
will join me in congratulating him on
his service to the Nation and this great
State.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 1:33 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
the amendment of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 615) to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require the
Under Secretary for Management of
the Department of Homeland Security
to take administrative action to
achieve and maintain interoperable
communications capabilities among
the components of the Department of
Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 805. An act to provide for certain re-
quirements relating to the Internet Assigned
Numbers Authority stewardship transition.

H.R. 893. An act to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the centennial of Boys Town, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 1190. An act to repeal the provisions of
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act providing for the Independent Payment
Advisory Board.

H.R. 1626. An act to reduce duplication of
information technology at the Department
of Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1633. An act to provide for certain im-
provements relating to the tracking and re-
porting of employees of the Department of
Homeland Security placed on administrative
leave, or any other type of paid non-duty
status without charge to leave, for personnel
matters, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1637. An act to require annual reports
on the activities and accomplishments of
federally funded research and development
centers within the Department of Homeland
Security, and for other purposes.
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H.R. 1640. An act to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to submit to Congress a
report on the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity headquarters consolidation project in
the National Capital Region, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 1646. An act to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to research how cer-
tain commercially available small and me-
dium sized unmanned aircraft systems could
be used in an attack, how to prevent or miti-
gate the risk of such an attack, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 1698. An act to amend design and con-
tent requirements for certain gold and silver
coins, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2390. An act to require a review of uni-
versity-based centers for homeland security,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 2576. An act to modernize the Toxic
Substances Control Act, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 2620. An act to amend the United
States Cotton Futures Act to exclude certain
cotton futures contracts from coverage
under such Act.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 5:45 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

H.R. 615. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require the Under
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to take adminis-
trative action to achieve and maintain inter-
operable communications capabilities among
the components of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2146. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Federal law
enforcement officers, firefighters, and air
traffic controllers to make penalty-free
withdrawals from governmental plans after
age 50, and for other purposes.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1190. An act to repeal the provisions of
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act providing for the Independent Payment
Advisory Board; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

H.R. 1626. An act to reduce duplication of
information technology at the Department
of Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1633. An act to provide for certain im-
provements relating to the tracking and re-
porting of employees of the Department of
Homeland Security placed on administrative
leave, or any other type of paid non-duty
status without charge to leave, for personnel
matters, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

H.R. 1637. An act to require annual reports
on the activities and accomplishments of
federally funded research and development
centers within the Department of Homeland
Security, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

H.R. 1640. An act to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to submit to Congress a
report on the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity headquarters consolidation project in
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