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Garden of the committee staff on (202)
224-1409.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions will meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on June 17, 2015, at
10 a.m., in room SD-430 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building, to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Reauthorizing the
Higher Education Act: Evaluating Ac-
creditation’s Role in Ensuring Qual-

ity.”
For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Jake

Baker of the committee staff on (202)
224-0738.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on June 11,
2015, at 9:30 a.m., in room SD-406 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on June 11, 2015, at 10:30 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Blowing the
Whistle on Retaliation: Accounts of
Current and Former Federal Agency
Whistleblowers.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on June 11, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Ryan Nagle,
my State director, be granted floor
privileges for the duration of today’s
session of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TO EXTEND THE AUTHORIZATION
TO CARRY OUT THE REPLACE-
MENT OF THE EXISTING MED-
ICAL CENTER OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS IN
DENVER, COLORADO

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
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ation of S. 1568, introduced earlier
today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1568) to extend the authorization
to carry out the replacement of the existing
medical center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Denver, Colorado, to author-
ize transfers of amounts to carry out the re-
placement of such medical center, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I
thank Chairman ISAKSON of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee for his tire-
less work on this legislation and Sen-
ator BLUMENTHAL as well as the co-
sponsor of this legislation tonight,
Senator BENNET, my colleague from
Colorado.

This gives us the breathing room we
need to finish the job in Colorado. We
have more work to do with the Vet-
erans’ Administration, but tonight we
can begin the process of starting to fin-
ish this job.

I ask unanimous consent that the bill
be read a third time and passed, and
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1568) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1568

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATION FOR
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY
PROJECT PREVIOUSLY AUTHOR-
IZED.

Section 2(a) of the Construction Authoriza-
tion and Choice Improvement Act (Public
Law 114-19) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘in fiscal year 2015,”’; and

(2) by striking “$900,000,000" and inserting
¢‘$1,050,000,000"".

SEC. 2. LIMITED, ONE-TIME AUTHORITY TO
TRANSFER SPECIFIC AMOUNTS TO
CARRY OUT MAJOR MEDICAL FACIL-
ITY PROJECT IN DENVER, COLO-
RADO.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Of the unobligated bal-
ances of amounts available to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2015,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may trans-
fer amounts from the appropriations ac-
counts under the following headings, in the
amounts and from the activities specified, to
the appropriations account under the head-
ing ‘“‘Construction, Major Projects’’:

(1) ““Medical Services’, $6,494,000 to be de-
rived from amounts available for the Human
Capital Investment Plan.

(2) ‘“‘Medical Support and Compliance’’,
$1,611,000 to be derived from amounts avail-
able for the Human Capital Investment Plan.

(3) ““Medical Facilities’, $80,735,000 to be
derived from amounts available for green en-
ergy projects of the Department and human
capital investment plans.

(4) ‘“‘National Cemetery Administration’,
$60,000 to be derived from amounts available
for the Human Capital Investment Plan.

(5) ‘“General Administration’’, $1,130,000 to
be derived from amounts available for the
Office of the Secretary.

(6) ‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans
Benefits Administration’, $670,000 to be de-
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rived from amounts available for the Human
Capital Investment Plan.

(7) “Information Technology Systems’’,
$240,000 to be derived from amounts available
for the Human Capital Investment Plan.

(8) ““Construction, Minor Projects”,
$3,000,000 to be derived from amounts avail-
able for minor construction projects at the
staff offices of the Department.

(b) TRANSFER OF AMOUNTS AVAILABLE IN
FuNDSs.—

(1) REVOLVING SUPPLY FUND.—Of the unob-
ligated balances of amounts available in the
revolving supply fund of the Department
under section 8121 of title 38, United States
Code, the Secretary may transfer $20,030,000
to the appropriations account under the
heading ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’.

(2) FRANCHISE FUND.—Of the unobligated
balances of amounts available in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Franchise Fund es-
tablished in title I of the Departments of
Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban De-
velopment, and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 1997 (Public Law 104-204; 31
U.S.C. 501 note), the Secretary may transfer
$36,030,000 to the appropriations account
under the heading ‘‘Construction, Major
Projects’.

(¢c) USE OF AMOUNTS AND AVAILABILITY.—
The amounts transferred under subsections
(a) and (b) shall—

(1) be used only to carry out the major
medical facility construction project in Den-
ver, Colorado, specified in section 2 of the
Construction Authorization and Choice Im-
provement Act (Public Law 114-19); and

(2) remain available until September 30,
2016.

———————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY INTEROPERABLE COM-
MUNICATIONS ACT

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 95, H.R. 615.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 615) to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require the Under
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to take adminis-
trative action to achieve and maintain inter-
operable communications capabilities among
the components of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:

H.R. 615
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department of
Homeland Security Interoperable Communica-
tions Act” or the “DHS Interoperable Commu-
nications Act’’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘Department’ means the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security;

(2) the term ‘‘interoperable communications’
has the meaning given that term in section
701(d) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, as
added by section 3; and

(3) the term ‘“‘Under Secretary for Manage-
ment’’ means the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment of the Department of Homeland Security.
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SEC. 3. INCLUSION OF INTEROPERABLE COMMU-
NICATIONS CAPABILITIES IN RE-
SPONSIBILITIES OF UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR MANAGEMENT.

Section 701 of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 (6 U.S.C. 341) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(4), by inserting before the
period at the end the following: *‘, including
policies and directives to achieve and maintain
interoperable communications among the compo-
nents of the Department’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(d) INTEROPERABLE COMMUNICATIONS DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘interoperable
communications’ has the meaning given that
term in section 7303(g) of the Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (6
U.S.C. 194(g)).”.

SEC. 4. STRATEGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Under Secretary for Management shall submit
to the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate a strategy, which shall be updated as
necessary, for achieving and maintaining inter-
operable communications among the components
of the Department, including for daily oper-
ations, planned events, and emergencies, with
corresponding milestones, that includes the fol-
lowing:

(1) An assessment of interoperability gaps in
radio communications among the components of
the Department, as of the date of enactment of
this Act.

(2) Information on efforts and activities, in-
cluding current and planned policies, directives,
and training, of the Department since November
1, 2012 to achieve and maintain interoperable
communications among the components of the
Department, and planned efforts and activities
of the Department to achieve and maintain such
interoperable communications.

(3) An assessment of obstacles and challenges
to achieving and maintaining interoperable
communications among the components of the
Department.

(4) Information on, and an assessment of, the
adequacy of mechanisms available to the Under
Secretary for Management to enforce and com-
pel compliance with interoperable communica-
tions policies and directives of the Department.

(5) Guidance provided to the components of
the Department to implement interoperable com-
munications policies and directives of the De-
partment.

(6) The total amount of funds expended by the
Department since November 1, 2012 and pro-
jected future expenditures, to achieve interoper-
able communications, including on equipment,
infrastructure, and maintenance.

(7) Dates upon which Department-wide inter-
operability is projected to be achieved for voice,
data, and video communications, respectively,
and interim milestones that correspond to the
achievement of each such mode of communica-
tion.

(b) SUPPLEMENTARY  MATERIAL.—Together
with the strategy required under subsection (a),
the Under Secretary for Management shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Homeland Security of
the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate information on—

(1) any intra-agency effort or task force that
has been delegated certain responsibilities by
the Under Secretary for Management relating to
achieving and maintaining interoperable com-
munications among the components of the De-
partment by the dates referred to in subsection
(a)(7); and

(2) who, within each such component, is re-
sponsible for implementing policies and direc-
tives issued by the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment to so achieve and maintain such interoper-
able communications.
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SEC. 5. REPORT.

Not later than 100 days after the date on
which the strategy required under section 4(a) is
submitted, and every 2 years thereafter for 6
years, the Under Secretary for Management
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate a report on the sta-
tus of efforts to implement the strategy required
under section 4(a), including the following:

(1) Progress on each interim milestone referred
to in section 4(a)(7) toward achieving and main-
taining interoperable communications among
the components of the Department.

(2) Information on any policies, directives,
guidance, and training established by the Under
Secretary for Management.

(3) An assessment of the level of compliance,
adoption, and participation among the compo-
nents of the Department with the policies, direc-
tives, guidance, and training established by the
Under Secretary for Management to achieve and
maintain interoperable communications among
the components.

(4) Information on any additional resources or
authorities needed by the Under Secretary for
Management.

SEC. 6. APPLICABILITY.

Sections 4 and 5 shall only apply with respect
to the interoperable communications capabilities
within the Department and components of the
Department to communicate within the Depart-
ment.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute be agreed
to; the bill, as amended, be read a third
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed, and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 615), as amended, was
passed.

—————

AUTHORIZING THE REPRINTING
OF THE 25TH EDITION OF THE
POCKET VERSION OF THE
UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of H. Con.
Res. 54, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 54)
authorizing the reprinting of the 25th edition
of the pocket version of the United States
Constitution.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be
agreed to and the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 54) was agreed to.
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SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the junior
Senator from Georgia be authorized to
sign duly enrolled bills or joint resolu-
tions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that on Monday,
June 15, at 5 p.m., the Senate proceed
to Executive Session to the en bloc
consideration of Executive Calendar
Nos. 131 and 132; that there be 30 min-
utes for debate equally divided in the
usual form; that upon the use or yield-
ing back of time, the Senate proceed to
vote without intervening action or de-
bate on the nominations in the order
listed; that following disposition of the
nominations, the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table; that no further motions be in
order to the nominations; that any
statements related to the nominations
be printed in the RECORD; and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JUNE 15,
2015

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 2 p.m. on Monday, June 15;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day; that following leader remarks,
the Senate be in a period of morning
business for 1 hour, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each; further, that following
morning business, the Senate then re-
sume consideration of H.R. 1735; and,
finally, the filing deadline for all first-
degree amendments to both H.R. 1735
and the McCain substitute 1463 be at 4

p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
JUNE 15, 2015, AT 2 P.M.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:19 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
June 15, 2015, at 2 p.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
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