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that researchers and scientists and doctors
nationwide can consult in treating patients
and curing diseases.

It’s cutting edge medicine that has the po-
tential to change the way we treat every-
thing from diabetes to cancer.

But it will only work the way it’s supposed
to if electronic health records systems work
the way they are supposed to.

Number one, electronic health records can
help to assemble and understand the
genomes of the one million individuals. And,
second, if we want to make genetic informa-
tion useful, being able to exchange informa-
tion will help doctors when they write a pre-
scription for you.

So that’s just one important medical
breakthrough initiative that will rely on a
big improvement to electronic health
records.

This committee is interested not least be-
cause the government has invested $30 bil-
lion to encourage doctors and hospitals to
install these expensive systems.

The program has increased adoption. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services (CMS), since 2009, the percent-
age of physicians with a basic electronic
health record system has grown from 22 per-
cent to 48 percent. And the percentage of
hospitals with a basic records system has
grown from 12 percent to 59 percent. But the
program hasn’t done enough to make the
systems easy to use or interoperable—mean-
ing able to communicate with one another—
or really achieved much beyond adoption.

According to a Medical Economics survey
nearly 70 percent of physicians say their
electronic health record systems have not
been worth it. They are spending more time
taking notes than taking care of patients,
and they are spending a lot of their own
money on systems that have to comply with
government requirements, not satisfying
their own needs to serve patients with the
latest in cutting edge medicine that could be
accessed with the kind of technology Health
IT is supposed to promise.

Or as the conservative columnist Charles
Krauthammer, a doctor himself, wrote re-
cently: ‘“The EHR technology, being in its
infancy, is hopelessly inefficient. Hospital
physicians will tell you endless tales about
the wastefulness of the data collection and
how the lack of interoperability defeats the
very purpose of data sharing.”

Today we have invited
resenting various perspectives:

Medical informatics, the profession focused
on what information to use and how to use it
to improve care; a records system vendor,
one of the companies tasked with building
the records systems; a health system chief
information officer, the expert in charge of
implementing Health IT for a hospital’s
many different types of care providers across
many different types of care settings; and
the perspective of the patient so that we can
hear recommendations on how improvements
in Health IT can improve the patient experi-
ence and patient involvement in their own
care.

I am especially interested to hear from our
witnesses their recommendations to improve
the exchange of health information, which
has been a glaring failure of the current
state of electronic health records.

Patients will receive better care if we can
improve the exchange of information so that
a patient’s health record can be accessed by
physicians and pharmacists in an efficient
and reliable way, the term industry experts
use for this exchange of information is inter-
operability.

We’re fortunate that a report was pub-
lished May 28, 2015, by the American Medical
Informatics Association offering immediate
strategies to the challenges in electronic

experts rep-
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health records that I've been detailing. The
report was written by a task force of experts
from all aspects of Health IT: physicians, re-
searchers, vendors, patient advocates, and
others.

We know that improvements need to be
made to these programs, and they need to be
done quickly. One of the things I like about
this report is that the recommendations are
targeted for the next 6 to 12 months and
could make improvements quickly.

The report makes recommendations in
these five areas:

Simplify and speed documentation—that
means using technology to help doctors
spend less time taking notes and more time
taking care of patients.

Refocus regulation—that means the gov-
ernment requirements should be clear, sim-
ple, and streamlined towards better patient
care.

Increase transparency and streamline cer-
tification, such as using detailed tests for
records systems to receive certification, so
purchasers can easily judge performance and
compare products.

Foster innovation—The brilliant minds
working in Information Technology should
be allowed to innovate new ideas, not just
react to satisfying government ideas for
Health IT. Standards are important, but
they should support and enable innova-
tions—not stifle them.

And ‘‘support person-centered care deliv-
ery’—Today, with a click of a mouse or a
swipe on a smart phone, one can see the
prices for airplane tickets from competing
airlines or, mortgage rates from hundreds of
banks. But, in health care, Information
Technology has not made much difference to
the patient experience. Patients still fill out
paper forms with clipboards at every doctor
appointment, call multiple offices to make
appointments, and piece together their
health information one doctor office and one
hospital visit at a time. Electronic health
records could change that experience for all
of us so that when an individual visits a doc-
tor, his care team can access his information
no matter where the patient has been or
which doctors he’s seen in the past and de-
liver more accurate and higher quality care
for the patient.

I look forward to hearing our witnesses’
recommendations, their thoughts on this re-
port, and also advice on how we can make
improvements as quickly as possible.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF KIWANIS INTER-
NATIONAL

e Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President,
today I wish to honor Kiwanis Inter-
national for its 100th anniversary cele-
bration. Since its formation in 1915,
Kiwanis has become a global service
organization, supporting communities
both in its Indianapolis headquarters
and beyond.

Last year, I had the pleasure of meet-
ing Stan Soderstrom, who serves as the
executive director of Kiwanis Inter-
national and oversees the organiza-
tion’s branches and clubs in 80 nations,
from the Kiwanis Club of Pike Town-
ship in Indianapolis. With a hands-on
approach and great leadership from
folks like Stan, as well as previous
leaders such as State Representative
Christina Hale, Kiwanis clubs provide a

S4101

place for fellowship, as well as personal
and community growth. Kiwanis and
its affiliates boast more than 600,000
members who raise more than $100 mil-
lion and contribute more than 18 mil-
lion volunteer hours each year. Their
impact is tremendous and felt globally.

In the State of Indiana, there are
more than 190 Kiwanis clubs and more
than 6,000 adult members participating
in a wide variety of charitable efforts.
Kiwanis has served the Indianapolis
area by providing everything from
playground projects to scholarship pro-
grams. Hoosier Kiwanis clubs have
raised more than $234,000 to benefit the
Child Life program at Riley Hospital
for Children and contributed more than
$1.1 million toward the Eliminate
Project, which works with developing
countries to help immunize millions of
women in the fight against maternal
and neonatal tetanus. These Hoosiers
serve as an example of the hard work
and service that make Indiana a great
place to live. Each year, Kiwanis clubs
in Indiana serve nearly 300,000 children
and youths, raise more than $1.1 mil-
lion, and donate more than 50,000 vol-
unteer hours of invaluable service. I
commend the Indiana district Kiwanis
leaders for these great accomplish-
ments in doing good for Indiana com-
munities and the world.

On behalf of the citizens of Indiana, I
congratulate and thank each and every
member of Kiwanis International for
helping Kiwanis evolve into the thriv-
ing and impactful organization that it
is today. For a century, Kiwanians
have faithfully served their local com-
munities and communities around the
world. I wish them continued growth
and success for many more years to
come.®

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS
ROBOTICS TEAM

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today, 1
wish to congratulate the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas, UNLYV, robotics
team on being selected as one of the
top ten in the world by competing in
the 2015 U.S. Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency Robotics Chal-
lenge. The competition included a
dozen teams from the United States,
including the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and
Lockheed Martin. Eleven teams from
Japan, Germany, Italy, South Korea,
and Hong Kong also participated.

The competition was initially cre-
ated in response to the humanitarian
need after the Fukushima Daiichi nu-
clear reactor incident in 2011. The goal
of the program remains to accelerate
the development of advanced robots ca-
pable of entering areas too dangerous
for humans and acting as first respond-
ers in the disaster zone. The robots
chosen as finalists, including UNLV’s
Metal Rebel, competed in eight tasks
related to disaster response, including
climbing stairs, turning valves, trip-
ping circuit breakers, walking among
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rubble, and driving alone. Metal Rebel
took eighth place out of 23 teams,
bringing in a score of 6 out of 8 and a
time of 57:41. This team of students and
faculty stands as a tribute to what
dedication and hard work can achieve.
I am proud to call them fellow Nevad-
ans.

The team of 15 UNLV engineering
students was led by Paul Oh, Lincy
professor of unmanned aerial systems
and expert in robotics and autonomous
systems for UNLV’s Howard R. Hughes
College of Engineering. Mr. Oh joined
the competition to help UNLV and Ne-
vada become a national leader in the
autonomous systems industry. He was
also the former program director for
the National Science Foundation ro-
botics. His work for this university and
our State is greatly appreciated.

I am excited to see local students and
faculty bringing recognition to both
Nevada and to UNLV for their advance-
ment in a global competition. These
students should be proud to call them-
selves top contenders in this inter-
national competition. I ask my col-
leagues to join me and all Nevadans in
congratulating UNLV for its success
and honorable representation of Ne-
vada.e

——
CONGRATULATING BECKY
BOSSHART, MICHAEL PFURR,
ROHAN DHARAN, MICHAEL

MONCRIEFF, AND RYAN LARSEN

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today, I
wish to recognize five of Nevada’s
brightest students—Becky Bosshart,
Michael Pfurr, Rohan Dharan, Michael
Moncrieff, and Ryan Larsen—on being
selected as 2015 recipients of the Ful-
bright scholarship.

The Fulbright Scholar Program was
developed shortly after World War II by
former U.S. Senator James William
Fulbright due to language barriers ex-
perienced by Americans and their al-
lies during the war. Students selected
for the program study and teach
English abroad, building upon their
language skills, as well as growing
international good will. The scholar-
ship is highly competitive, with thou-
sands applying from colleges and uni-
versities across the country. I am
proud to congratulate these five stu-
dents on their achievement, as well as
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas,
UNLV, on receiving its largest amount
of Fulbright scholarship selections in a
single year in Rebel history. The stu-
dents are shining examples of how hard
work leads to success, and stand as role
models for future Rebels.

The five students will teach English
and expand upon their language skills
in countries from Eastern Europe to
Asia. Ms. Bosshart served in the Peace
Corps in Chernvisti, Ukraine, and
worked diligently to return to Eastern
Europe. She will spend her time in Ro-
mania. Mr. LARSEN spent the last 6
years mentoring Fulbright scholarship
applicants and will spend time in
Japan. Mr. Moncrieff will complete his
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Ph.D. while studying in Kistanje, Cro-
atia. Mr. Dharan, a member of Teach
for America, will expand upon his
teaching experience in New Dehli,
India. Finally, Mr. Pfurr will build
upon his experience in Austria. I am
proud to call these excellent students
ambassadors for not only the United
States, but also for Nevada, through-
out their journeys.

Today, I ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating these exceptional
young Nevadans. These students
worked hard for this incredible oppor-
tunity, and I wish them the best of
luck in their future endeavors.e

———

CONGRATULATING WOODY
OVERTON

® Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I
congratulate my good friend Woody
Overton on his retirement after 14
years as director of governmental af-
fairs and community relations at JE
Dunn Construction and his many years
of leadership and service to Kansas
City. Woody demonstrated exceptional
professionalism, and I am pleased to
recognize his outstanding career today.

Woody, a native of Trenton, MO, re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree in political
science from the University of Mis-
souri—Kansas City. He is a U.S. Army
veteran and is deeply involved with
nonprofit and civic organizations in
the Kansas City area.

Woody served as assistant to former
U.S. Senator Thomas Eagleton in
charge of major projects and con-
stituent services from 1977 to 1986. He
learned from the best and embodied the
lessons he learned from Senator Eagle-
ton throughout his life and career.
Each time you talk to Woody he will
share a lesson he learned through an
anecdote. That time in his life was the
defining moment of his career, and his
love of public service and community
involvement came directly from his re-
spect and admiration for his boss and
friend, Senator Tom Eagleton.

In 1992, Woody ran the Clinton Presi-
dential campaign in Missouri, helping
President Clinton secure a must-win
State by ten points. In 1993, Woody was
appointed as the Regional Adminis-
trator of the General Services Adminis-
tration’s, GSA, Heartland Region
which includes Missouri, Iowa, Ne-
braska, and Kansas. Woody served as
its chief executive officer and regional
liaison to other Federal agencies, State
and local Governments. Woody’s lead-
ership and accomplishments in pro-
viding better customer service to Fed-
eral agencies earned him the GSA Ad-
ministrator’s ‘‘Exceptional Service
Award” in May 2001.

Woody’s ability to work with Demo-
crats and Republicans to help Kansas
City remain a Federal regional center
during his tenure as head of Kansas
City’s GSA should be commended. He
oversaw construction of several impor-
tant Kansas City buildings including
the Federal courthouse, the Illus W.
Davis Civic Mall, the FBI office, and
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the Agriculture Department complex
and in Kansas City, Kansas another
courthouse and the Environmental
Protection Agency headquarters.

Woody is looking forward to spending
more time with his family, and espe-
cially his grandchildren. I know they
will enjoy the opportunity to spend
more time with him.

It is my pleasure to honor Woody
Overton today. He has touched the
lives of many and immensely improved
the Kansas City community.

I ask that the Senate join me in con-
gratulating and honoring Glen W.
“Woody’’ Overton.e

——

RECOGNIZING MAINSTREET SELF
STORAGE

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, small
businesses are able to recognize what
their neighbors and communities need,
and what is even more impressive is
that they are able to meet those needs
quickly and efficiently. This is espe-
cially important when a natural dis-
aster strikes. That is why this week’s
Small Business of the Week is
Mainstreet Self Storage of Shreveport,
LA.

Northwest Louisiana is currently
struggling with major flooding, which
has driven families out of their homes
and shut down small businesses. In re-
sponse, Mainstreet Self Storage is
doing its part to help those affected by
offering free storage space for the next
3 months. Through this program,
Mainstreet aims to provide folks a safe,
secure space to store their belongings—
truly a fine example of Louisiana’s in-
genuity and generosity.

In May of 2009, the Delaney family
opened a facility offering storage and
moving solutions for Shreveport-Bos-
sier city residents. Mainstreet Self
Storage’s complex is comprised of cli-
mate-controlled units, nonclimate con-
trolled-units, car garages, cover RV
storage, and open or closed storage for
boats and vehicles. Mainstreet’s top-of-
the-line security system and humidity-
controlled units give clients a peace of
mind in the stowing of their belong-
ings. Shortly after opening, Mainstreet
partnered with the U-Haul company in
order to offer moving and transpor-
tation equipment to their customers.
In the years since, Mainstreet Self
Storage has become a Top 100 U-Haul
Dealer and was recently named the
eighth in the Nation for customer serv-
ice.

Congratulations to MainStreet Stor-
age for being selected as the Small
Business of the Week. We appreciate
and recognize your generosity and
commitment to aiding your neighbors
in Northwest Louisiana during these
times of need.e®

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.
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