June 4, 2015

old ban. It hurts us as a nation. It
harms us from a national security per-
spective, not to mention the benefits
that oil exports will provide when it
comes to increased production and in-
creased jobs benefits to our economy.

There are other folks out there who
have also weighed in. Larry Summers,
formerly the Treasury Secretary for
President Clinton and also Director of
the National Economic Council for
President Obama, said this about lift-
ing the ban on oil exports: ‘“The merits
are as clear as the merits with respect
to any significant public policy issue
that I have ever encountered.”” This is
a guy many people looked to for leader-
ship in a host of different areas. The
merits are as clear as the merits with
respect to any significant public policy
issue he has encountered.

Tom Donilon, formerly the National
Security Advisor to President Obama,
has said that allowing exports ‘‘will in-
crease diversity of supply, increase
competition, reduce volatility and
lower prices in global markets.”

The questions we needed to ask about
oil exports have been asked, and an-
swered favorably. Independent experts
have studied what would happen if we
lift the ban and almost universally en-
couraged us to move forward to lift
this outdated, outmoded policy.

This is not a partisan issue. My col-
league from North Dakota is on the
floor today. We have introduced bipar-
tisan legislation to remove this ban.
This is something which is simply in
the best interest of the United States,
both in terms of our economic strength
and in terms of our national security.

I am here today to tell our col-
leagues, to repeat and remind our col-
leagues that the time to legislate on
o0il exports is now. I think the bill we
have in front of us, the National De-
fense Authorization Act being led by
our friend and colleague from Arizona,
is the perfect vehicle on which to ad-
vance this. Therefore, I ask unanimous
consent to call up and make pending
my amendment No. 1594, related to
crude oil exports.

Mr. President, I withhold the request
to make this amendment pending at
this point in time, but if I may proceed
to speak to three quick components to
the amendment.

The first requires the Department of
Energy to assess the impact that lift-
ing sanctions on Iran would have on
global oil markets. We would likely see
higher Iranian oil exports, even as
American producers are prohibited
from accessing global markets. So our
friends in Japan, India, South Korea,
and elsewhere would continue import-
ing from Iran, in part because they
cannot get the crude oil from us. They
cannot import from us. That situation
is simply unacceptable. We would be
lifting sanctions on Iranian oil while
maintaining them on American oil.

I have made this point and I have re-
peated it before: Leaving in place the
o0il export ban on U.S. producers while
at the same time sanctions are relieved
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on Iranian producers effectively sanc-
tions U.S. oil production.

There was an article in Reuters this
week that revealed that India is now
importing record volumes of oil di-
rectly from Iran. Another from May
showed record oil exports out of Iraq to
global markets. Yet another shows the
highest volumes of o0il exports from
Saudi Arabia in 10 years. So the fact is
that we are simply not competing.

The second component of my amend-
ment says that 30 days after comple-
tion of this report, all U.S. crude oil
may be exported on the same basis as
the regulations and law currently
allow for exports of petroleum prod-
ucts. Today, we can export gasoline, we
can export diesel, we can export jet
fuel—really, any refined product we
can export without a license—but we
cannot export crude oil. It does not
make sense, and it is high time we re-
solve that inconsistency.

The third component of my amend-
ment preserves the authorities of the
President to block exports during
emergencies, during a national secu-
rity crisis, and so forth.

So what we have done is we have bor-
rowed language on these authorities di-
rectly from the legislation from 20
yvears ago that authorized oil exports
from Alaska’s North Slope, which was
a measure that passed the Senate on a
bipartisan vote, 74 to 25, and was signed
into law by President Clinton. What we
had over 20 years ago was an over-
whelmingly favorable vote well before
this American energy renaissance
began.

I find the whole idea that oil exports
would still be prohibited a little mind-
boggling. The Commerce Department
keeps a list of commodities that are in
short supply. They call this the short
supply controls. Historically, these
controls were generally not blanket
prohibitions; they were on items such
as aluminum, copper, iron and steel
scrap, diamond bort and powder, nickel
selenium, and the polio vaccine—not
blanket prohibitions, just bits of them.
Only three items remain on the short
supply controls list. One of them—you
guessed it—is crude oil, the second is
western red cedar, and the third is
horse for slaughter. There is also a
small caveat here that prohibits ex-
ports from the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves, but, really, the list is pretty
short. There are three things: crude oil,
western cedar trees, and horse for
slaughter. Clearly our policy needs to
be modernized.

We see many parts of the world in a
state of unrest. Many parts of the
world are seemingly on fire. America
and American energy need to be ready
to render vital assistance to our friends
who are counting on us to demonstrate
that global leadership. This is our
chance, and I look forward to further
discussion on the floor as we move this
NDAA measure forward.

I encourage colleagues to look at this
amendment, look at the merits of the
reports that have gone down in the
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past year, and look to updating this
very outdated policy that is holding us
back as a nation.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I
thank the Senator from Alaska for her
remarks. Please count me in. It is very
timely and extremely important.

————

71ST ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, this
Saturday will be the 7lst anniversary
of one of the greatest days in history—
D-day, June 6, 1944, the day that led to
Allied victory in Europe in World War
II, the preservation of Western democ-
racy, no less, and freedom for genera-
tions to come.

Few days in history belong to indi-
viduals, but this day, D-day, belongs to
Dwight David Eisenhower. Ike came to
this day, which forever established his
place in history as a soldier, as a Kan-
san, and most of all as an American.

I come to the floor today as a Sen-
ator, as a marine, and as Ike’s fellow
Kansan. Most of all, I come to share
Ike with my fellow Americans and my
colleagues in the Senate.

There are days in history that
change nations and the course of his-
tory itself. D-day, June 6, 1944, was one
of those days. The events growing out
of that day changed the course of mil-
lions of lives, preserved Western civili-
zation, and led to victory over a ruth-
less tyranny totally dedicated to de-
stroying democracy.

The sacrifices and human losses were
immense. Several weeks ago, on May 8,
the whole of Europe—from Amsterdam
to Moscow—was not only celebrating
European victory in World War II but
also remembering the special sacrifices
of the brave young Americans who
made victory possible when it seemed
impossible, especially in June of 1944,
when the whole of Europe and much of
Russia was under the Nazi boot. These
cataclysmic events were set in motion
on D-day by the heroic decisionmaking
of one man, a Kansan from modest ori-
gins and humble roots—Dwight David
Eisenhower—who, at the direction of
the President of the United States, car-
ried individually the sole responsibility
of supreme command of all Allied
forces in Europe in World War II.

The decision to launch the invasion
was his alone, and the risk of failure
was enormous, with huge human losses
assured for America and all of its al-
lies. Ike’s decision, however, proved
correct and was followed by the great-
est demonstration of military coalition
leadership ever seen in history—before
or since D-day. This brilliant leader-
ship by General Eisenhower led to vic-
tory in Europe in 1945, followed by the
defeat of Japan.

Ike never let his gigantic role in his-
tory push his ego ahead of modesty,
common sense, and humility. As he fa-
mously said in 1945, “Humility must al-
ways be the portion of any man who re-
ceives acclaim earned in blood of his
followers and sacrifices of his friends.”
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Ike’s transcending humanity won not
only his fellow citizens’ respect but
also their affection. Indeed, he won the
respect and affection of much of the
world, and he is celebrated internation-
ally to this very day.

Currently, I am privileged to serve as
the chairman of the Eisenhower Memo-
rial Commission. Two giants of the
United States Senate brought me to
this role: Congressional Medal of Honor
winner Danny Inouye and U.S. Army
Flying Tiger pilot Ted Stevens, both
combat-decorated World War II vet-
erans who decided Ike, both as general
and as President, should be nationally
memorialized. They decided and con-
vinced the Congress that the general
and President Eisenhower should be
nationally celebrated. And the day it
all began was D-day.

Senator Inouye from Hawaii and Sen-
ator Stevens from Alaska knew that
Ike represented more than Kansas,
more than America, but the entire
world as well and that he spoke to the
world. His identity was simple, basic,
and convincing. In paying homage in
1945 to the British fathers and mothers
of the soldiers, sailors, and airmen who
had died under his command, he also
said, ‘T am not a native of this land. I
come from the very heart of America.”

It is a paradox of unfortunate irony
that those members of the ‘‘greatest
generation” who come on Honor
Flights from all across our great Na-
tion to the World War IT Memorial can-
not visit, reflect, and pay homage to a
memorial to the general who led them
to victory.

Today, in the midst of a much dif-
ferent war and during a time when our
Nation is searching for resolve, com-
mitment, and leadership, I suggest and
recommend that all of my colleagues
reflect upon the unique leadership of
America’s greatest general when the
future of Western democracy was in
grave peril. Time is of the essence, and
now is the time to complete a lasting
memorial and tribute to America’s
greatest wartime general and President
of the United States whose legacy was
8 years of peace and prosperity. The
veterans of World War II and their fam-
ilies know this, and their counterparts
all over the world know this as well.
With the completion of the Eisenhower
memorial, their children and grand-
children and generations to come will
understand the tremendous commit-
ment undertaken in defense of free-
dom, then and now.

Now is the time.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

OIL EXPORTS

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, be-
fore I begin what has turned into my
weekly discussion about the sacrifices
of 198 North Dakotans who lost their
lives in Vietnam, I wish to briefly men-
tion and associate myself with the re-
marks of my great friend and tremen-
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dous colleague, LISA MURKOWSKI from
Alaska, as she talks about oil exports.

I will tell you this: There are very
few issues we confront in the Senate
where there is absolutely nothing on
the negative equation. What do I mean
by that? Changing this policy has hun-
dreds of good ideas and good reasons,
and there is absolutely no reason not
to do it. As we continue to pursue fair-
ness for the oil-and-gas-producing in-
dustry, allowing them to seek their
market as we continue to pursue an op-
portunity for our consumers to experi-
ence lower oil and gas prices, as we
kind of move forward with oil and gas
policy, I think it is critically impor-
tant that we understand and appreciate
that in this arena, the effort is bipar-
tisan, the effort is essential for energy
security in our country, energy inde-
pendence in our country, and energy
security across the world.

I applaud Senator MURKOWSKI for
taking on this issue. I believe that as
she has said, this is the year it must
get done. I look forward to our con-
tinuing efforts, our bipartisan efforts
to move this along.

———

HONORING VIETNAM VETERANS
AND NORTH DAKOTA’S SOLDIERS
WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN VIET-
NAM

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, be-
fore I begin to talk about the 198 North
Dakotans who died while serving our
country in Vietnam, I want to first
mention and publicly thank a great
Vietnam veteran, Jim Schothorst of
Grand Forks. He is a Vietnam veteran.
He enlisted in the Army and served in
Vietnam from December 1966 to March
1969 as a construction engineer with
the 169th Engineer Battalion.

He was raised in McVille. He now
lives in Grand Forks. He received his
degree from the University of North
Dakota and was employed with the
Grand Forks Health Department for 25
years.

Jim has been extraordinarily helpful
to the North Dakota congressional del-
egation whenever we have needed to
gather input or hear from Grand Forks
area veterans.

Thank you, Jim, for your service to
our country.

I want to again extend my comments
and talk about 14 men who did not
make it home from Vietnam.

WESLEY CRAIG: BRENNO

The first soldier whom I will talk
about is Wesley Craig Brenno. Craig
was from Larson. He was born Feb-
ruary 18, 1945. He served in the Marine
Corps Charlie Company, 1lst Battalion,
1st Marines. Craig died on March 28,
1967. He was 22 years old.

He attended school in Columbus and
was a star athlete. He was voted most
valuable player, and he lettered in
baseball, basketball, and football from
eighth grade through his senior year of
high school.

In 1963, he began his college career at
the University of North Dakota on a
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baseball scholarship and became an ac-
tive member and officer of the Lambda
Chi Alpha fraternity. After finishing
his junior year of college, Craig en-
listed in the Marine Corps. The Acting
Secretary of the Navy wrote the fol-
lowing in Craig’s citation for the Silver
Star Medal.

He unhesitatingly assumed the hazardous
point position and while fearlessly advancing
at the front of his team, he was severely
wounded by an enemy mine. Despite intense
pain, he valiantly continued to direct his
men, urging them forward to complete their
mission.

About a week after sustaining that
injury, Craig died from his wounds.
Nearly 600 people attended Craig’s fu-
neral.

In addition to receiving many medals
honoring his sacrifice and service,
Craig was also inducted into the North
Dakota American Legion Baseball Hall
of Fame, and his fraternity named
their library after him.

His family cherishes an essay enti-
tled ‘““My Philosophy of Life” Craig
wrote in the eighth grade, where he
stated:

I believe in a free country. People must
have courage and be willing to fight for our
freedom.

CHRISTOPHER DAVIS

Christopher Davis was from Belcourt
and was born June 1, 1942. He served in
the Army’s 17th Field Hospital as a
medic. Chris was 24 years old when he
died on March 18, 1967.

He was one of seven children. Also,
his nephew, Gerald, was raised by
Chris’s parents and the two were as
close as brothers. Gerald remembers
Chris’s fun personality and the little
jokes and tricks he played on people,
like dressing up and impersonating
others. Chris loved to sing and play the
guitar, and once won second place in a
contest singing Ricky Nelson’s ‘‘Poor
Little Fool.”

While serving in Vietnam, Chris
mailed his parents a letter describing
seeing more blood in 1 day in the hos-
pital in Vietnam than he had seen in
his whole lifetime before that.

After Chris died, Gerald served in the
Army in Vietnam. Gerald went to visit
the hospital where Chris worked but
left almost as soon as he entered be-
cause of the awful cries and screams
that he heard. Chris’s family says that
Chris’s son Marcus has similar looks
and mannerisms to Chris. Marcus was
just a baby when Chris died.

DEWAYNE SELBY

DeWayne Selby was from Bismarck.
He was born July 6, 1948. He served in
the Marine Corps’ India Company, 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marines. DeWayne died
on May 26, 1968. He was 19 years old.

DeWayne was one of four children.
His brother, Richard, also served our
country in the Navy. DeWayne’s sister,
Phyllis, and his wife, Evan, remember
what a soft heart DeWayne had. When
he was 15 years old, he moved in with
his grandparents so he could help take
care of his aging grandfather. After
high school, DeWayne worked as a me-
chanic, often fixing cars for free for
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