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ending prejudice and injustice based on sex-
ual orientation, gender identity, and gender
nonconformity is a human rights issue;

Whereas the American Academy of Pediat-
rics, the American Counseling Association,
the American Psychiatric Association, the
American Psychological Association, the
American School Counselor Association, the
National Association of School Psycholo-
gists, and the National Association of Social
Workers, together representing more than
480,000 health and mental health profes-
sionals, have all taken the position that ho-
mosexuality is not a mental disorder and
thus is not something that needs to be or can
be ‘“‘cured’’;

Whereas the American Psychological Asso-
ciation, the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion, the National Association of Social
Workers, the American Counseling Associa-
tion Governing Council, and the American
Psychoanalytic Association have not found
conversion therapy to be safe or effective;

Whereas several States have enacted or are
considering legislation and other measures
to prohibit conversion therapy in children
and adolescents; and

Whereas enacted State legislation to pro-
hibit conversion therapy in children and ado-
lescents has been upheld as constitutional:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘“‘Stop
Harming Our Kids Resolution of 2015,

SEC. 2. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING CON-
VERSION THERAPY DIRECTED AT
MINORS.

(a) CONVERSION THERAPY DEFINED.—In this
resolution, the term ‘‘conversion therapy’’—

(1) means any practice by a licensed, cer-
tified, or registered mental health provider,
health care provider, or counselor that seeks
or purports to impose change of the sexual
orientation, gender identity, or gender ex-
pression of an individual, including reducing
or eliminating sexual or romantic attrac-
tions or feelings toward an individual of the
same gender and efforts to change behaviors,
gender identity, or gender expression; and

(2) does not include counseling—

(A) that—

(i) provides acceptance, support, and un-
derstanding of an individual;

(ii) facilitates the coping, social support,
and identity exploration and development of
an individual;

(iii) provides developmentally appropriate
counseling for an individual undergoing gen-
der transition; or

(iv) provides sexual orientation- and gen-
der identity-neutral interventions to prevent
or address unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual
practices; and

(B) that does not seek to change sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, or gender expres-
sion.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that conversion therapy di-
rected at minors is discredited and ineffec-
tive, has no legitimate therapeutic purpose,
and is dangerous and harmful.

(c) STATE ENCOURAGEMENT.—The Senate
encourages each State to take steps to pro-
tect minors from efforts that promote or
promise to change sexual orientation, gender
identity, or gender expression based on the
premise that being lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, or gender nonconforming is a
mental illness or developmental disorder
that can or should be cured.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 185—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
MAY 2015 AS  ASIAN/PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
AND AS AN IMPORTANT TIME TO
CELEBRATE THE SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN
AMERICANS AND PACIFIC IS-
LANDERS TO THE HISTORY OF
THE UNITED STATES

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. REID of
Nevada, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
Kirk, Mr. HELLER, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
CARDIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. GARDNER,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CASEY,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MARKEY, and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 185

Whereas the people of the United States
join together each May to pay tribute to the
contributions of generations of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders who have enriched
the history of the United States;

Whereas the history of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders in the United States is
inextricably tied to the story of the United
States;

Whereas the Asian American and Pacific
Islander community is an inherently diverse
population, comprised of more than 45 dis-
tinct ethnicities and more than 100 language
dialects;

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the
Census, the Asian American population grew
at a faster rate than any other racial or eth-
nic group in the United States during the
last decade, surging nearly 46 percent be-
tween 2000 and 2010, a growth rate that is 4
times the rate of the total population of the
United States;

Whereas, according to the 2010 decennial
census, there are approximately 17,300,000
residents of the United States who identify
themselves as Asian and approximately
1,200,000 residents of the United States who
identify themselves as Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific Islander, making up approxi-
mately 5.5 percent and 0.4 percent, respec-
tively, of the total population of the United
States;

Whereas the month of May was selected for
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month be-
cause the first immigrants from Japan ar-
rived in the United States on May 7, 1843,
and the first transcontinental railroad was
completed on May 10, 1869, with substantial
contributions from immigrants from China;

Whereas section 102 of title 36, United
States Code, officially designates May as
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month and
requests that the President issue an annual
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe Asian/Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities;

Whereas Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers, such as Daniel K. Inouye, a Medal of
Honor and Presidential Medal of Freedom re-
cipient who as President Pro Tempore of the
Senate was the highest-ranking Asian Amer-
ican government official in United States
history, Dalip Singh Saund, the first Asian
American Congressman, Patsy T. Mink, the
first woman of color and the first Asian
American woman to be elected to Congress,
Hiram L. Fong, the first Asian American
Senator, Daniel K. Akaka, the first Senator
of Native Hawaiian ancestry, Norman Y. Mi-
neta, the first Asian American member of a
presidential cabinet, Elaine L. Chao, the
first Asian American woman member of a
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presidential cabinet, and others have made
significant contributions in both the Govern-
ment and military of the United States;

Whereas the year 2015 marks several im-
portant milestones for the Asian American
and Pacific Islander community, including
the—

(1) 50th anniversary of the passage of the
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965
(Public Law 89-236), landmark legislation
that reversed restrictive immigration poli-
cies against immigrants from Asia;

(2) 40th anniversary of the end of the Viet-
nam War;

(3) 40th anniversary of the Southeast Asian
diasporic communities in the United States;

(4) 30th anniversary of the mission aboard
the Space Shuttle Discovery of Ellison Shoji
Onizuka, the first Asian American in space;
and

(5) 26th anniversary of the date of enact-
ment of Public Law 105-225, signed by Presi-
dent George H. W. Bush, designating May to
be Asian Pacific American Heritage Month;

Whereas the actions of the Hmong in Laos
in support of the United States during the
Vietnam War saved the lives of countless
people of the United States;

Whereas as a result of Hmong support of
the United States, the Hmong were forced to
leave Laos when the new communist regime
seized control of Laos;

Whereas May 14, 2015, marks the 40th anni-
versary of the forced exit from Laos of
Hmong people, many of whom later resettled
in the United States, following the with-
drawal of United States troops from Viet-
nam;

Whereas, in 2015, the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus, a bicameral cau-
cus of Members of Congress advocating on
behalf of Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers, is composed of 48 Members, includ-
ing 13 Members of Asian or Pacific Islander
descent;

Whereas in 2015, Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders are serving in State and terri-
torial legislatures across the United States
in record numbers, including the States of
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Con-
necticut, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, Washington, West Virginia, and the
territories of American Samoa, Guam, and
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands;

Whereas the number of Federal judges who
are Asian Americans or Pacific Islanders
doubled between 2001 and 2008 and more than
tripled between 2009 and 2015, reflecting a
commitment to diversity in the Federal judi-
ciary that has resulted in the confirmations
of high-caliber Asian American and Pacific
Islander judicial nominees;

Whereas there remains much to be done to
ensure that Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers have access to resources and a voice
in the Government of the United States and
continue to advance in the political land-
scape of the United States; and

Whereas celebrating Asian/Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month provides the people of
the United States with an opportunity to
recognize the achievements, contributions,
and history of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders, and to appreciate the challenges
faced by Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the significance of May 2015
as Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month
and as an important time to celebrate the
significant contributions of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders to the history of the
United States; and
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(2) recognizes that the Asian American and
Pacific Islander community enhances the
rich diversity of and strengthens the United
States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 186—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 17
THROUGH MAY 23, 2015, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK”

Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mrs.
BOXER) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 186

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services are of vital importance
to the health, safety, and well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas the public works infrastructure,
facilities, and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of public works
professionals, including engineers and ad-
ministrators, who represent State and local
governments throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings,
and other structures and facilities that are
vital to the people and communities of the
United States; and

Whereas understanding the role that public
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-
ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and
enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 17 through
May 23, 2015, as ‘‘National Public Works
Week’’;

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve—

(A) the public infrastructure of the United
States; and

(B) the communities that public works pro-
fessionals serve; and

(3) urges individuals and communities
throughout the United States to join with
representatives of the Federal Government
and the American Public Works Association
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed—

(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make
to the United States.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 187—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF THE MONTH OF
MAY 2015, AS “NATIONAL BLAD-

DER CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH”
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.

ISAKSON, and Mr. SCHATZ) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 187

Whereas 500,000 families in the United
States live with bladder cancer;

Whereas more than 74,000 people are ex-
pected to be diagnosed with bladder cancer
and 16,000 will die due to the disease in 2015
alone;

Whereas bladder cancer affects people of
all ages and backgrounds and is among the
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top 10 cancers with the highest incidence
rates in the United States;

Whereas bladder cancer is known as one of
the most expensive cancers to treat on a per
patient basis with a recurrence rate of ap-
proximately 50 to 80 percent, requiring life-
long surveillance;

Whereas bladder cancer symptoms, such as
blood in the urine, are easily recognized,
however, many are unaware of the threat of
bladder cancer, often prolonging the time to
diagnosis;

Whereas if diagnosed early, bladder cancer
is treatable;

Whereas military veterans are twice as
likely as nonveterans to be diagnosed with
bladder cancer;

Whereas women are often diagnosed at a
later stage in the development of bladder
cancer, and when diagnosed at the same
stage as men, women have a worse prognosis;

Whereas if diagnosis and treatment are de-
layed, the life expectancy of an individual
with bladder cancer decreases;

Whereas the quality of life of a person with
bladder cancer will depend on future treat-
ment and diagnosis developments, which will
rely on research advancements;

Whereas there have been no new treat-
ments approved by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration for bladder cancer in over 10
years;

Whereas research advancements for blad-
der cancer are limited by lack of awareness
about the disease within the medical com-
munity and general public;

Whereas increased awareness will promote
early diagnosis and increase the chances of
survival;

Whereas increased awareness will bolster
public support of the disease and thus in-
crease funding for innovative research and
the development of new treatment options
and diagnostic tools;

Whereas traditionally on the first Satur-
day in May each year, survivors, caregivers,
and loved ones walk together throughout the
United States to raise awareness of bladder
cancer;

Whereas the Bladder Cancer Advocacy Net-
work and its community of patients, care-
givers, and specialists seek—

(1) to foster a community of hope and sup-
port;

(2) to fund and conduct research for inno-
vative treatments and diagnostic tools; and

(3) to increase public awareness and under-
standing of bladder cancer; and

Whereas May would be an appropriate
month to designate as ‘‘National Bladder
Cancer Awareness Month’’: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of May 2015, as
‘“National Bladder Cancer  Awareness
Month”’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Bladder Cancer Awareness Month; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States,
interested groups, and affected persons—

(A) to promote awareness of bladder cancer
and to foster understanding of the impact of
the disease on patients and their families
and caregivers;

(B) to take an active role in the fight to
end bladder cancer; and

(C) to observe National Bladder Cancer
Awareness Month with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

———————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1436. Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
MURPHY) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1221 pro-
posed by Mr. HATCH to the bill H.R. 1314, to
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amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
provide for a right to an administrative ap-
peal relating to adverse determinations of
tax-exempt status of certain organizations;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1437. Mr. PERDUE (for Mr. SCHATZ) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S.
Res. 109, acknowledging and honoring brave
young men from Hawaii who enabled the
United States to establish and maintain ju-
risdiction in remote equatorial islands as
prolonged conflict in the Pacific led to World
War II.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1436. Mr. CASEY (for himself and
Mr. MURPHY) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1221 proposed by Mr. HATCH to the
bill H.R. 1314, to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for a
right to an administrative appeal relat-
ing to adverse determinations of tax-
exempt status of certain organizations;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 44, line 9, insert before the end pe-
riod the following: ‘‘, and does not violate
the requirements of chapter 83 of title 41,
United States Code (commonly known as the
‘Buy American Act’) or section 313 of title 23,
United States Code, or weaken or undermine
those requirements by allowing for waivers
that would cause the closure of a domestic
manufacturer’’.

SA 1437. Mr. PERDUE (for Mr.
SCHATZ) proposed an amendment to the
resolution S. Res. 109, acknowledging
and honoring brave young men from
Hawaii who enabled the United States
to establish and maintain jurisdiction
in remote equatorial islands as pro-
longed conflict in the Pacific led to
World War II; as follows:

The preamble is amended—

(1) in the 10th whereas clause, by striking
“March 30, 1935 and inserting ‘‘March 20,
1935°;

(2) in the 13th whereas clause, by striking
“proclaimed’” and inserting ‘‘established’’;

(3) in the 25th whereas clause, by striking
“distracted by’ and inserting ‘‘otherwise fo-
cused on’’; and

(4) in the 27th whereas clause—

(A) by striking ‘‘Jarvis and Enderbury’’
and inserting ‘‘Enderbury and Jarvis’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘on February 9’ and insert-
ing ¢ from February 7 to 9.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on May 21,
2015, at 10 a.m., in room 328A of the
Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 21, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.
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