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According to the latest numbers that 

came out last Friday, there are an-
other 17 million Americans who are ei-
ther unemployed, are working part 
time because they cannot find full- 
time work or have absolutely given up 
and stopped looking for a job. There 
are 17 million Americans who are wait-
ing for our economy to really start 
growing again. 

We need to create more stable, long- 
term jobs for those Americans who 
have been left behind by the weak 
economy over the past 6 years. More 
U.S. trade with other countries can 
help make that happen. This trade pro-
motion authority bill is the first step 
toward reaching that goal and Demo-
crats know that. Why then are they 
fighting so hard to make sure this bill 
fails? Why are they fighting so hard to 
block those jobs? This legislation 
would give the President a clear road-
map—a roadmap to follow while nego-
tiating trade deals. It also ensures that 
Congress and the American people have 
a say about whether a deal goes 
through. That part is extremely impor-
tant. 

I mentioned the fight we just had 
with the White House to make sure the 
American people and Congress can re-
view an agreement with Iran over its 
nuclear program. Well, this bill says 
right up front that Congress will get to 
have an up-or-down vote on any trade 
deals. 

This isn’t about expanding the pow-
ers of the President. I know a lot of 
Senators have serious concerns about 
how President Obama has abused his 
authority in unchecked and unprece-
dented ways. A lot of Americans have 
those same concerns. This bill is not 
just about this President. It is about 
the next President and the one after 
that. It is about American workers, 
American families, and growing the 
American economy for all of us. It is 
about making sure America continues 
to lead and Americans continue to 
prosper. American exports to other 
countries are the key to this. This bill 
on the floor right now can make sure 
all of that happens, and it makes sure 
the American people have their say. 

It is time for Senate Democrats to 
call off their destructive fight with the 
President. It is time for Senate Demo-
crats to stop blocking trade, stop 
blocking jobs, and stop blocking 
progress for American families and for 
our economy. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, on May 

4, 2015, Officer Brian Moore was killed 

in the line of duty. This was an excep-
tional young police officer in New York 
City. He was young enough that he still 
lived in his father’s home, but he was 
experienced enough, old enough that he 
had already become a decorated officer 
in the NYPD and had made over 150 ar-
rests since joining the department just 
5 years ago. 

Commissioner Bill Bratton said: ‘‘In 
his very brief career, he already proved 
himself to be an exceptional young of-
ficer.’’ 

We have heard a lot about law en-
forcement gone wrong, but the reality 
is that every single day police officers 
are under threat and they are in dan-
ger. 

All Brian Moore did on the evening of 
May 2 was pull up behind someone who 
was acting in a suspicious manner, and 
as they began talking to him, the man 
turned and fired at the car. Officer 
Moore was struck in the cheek. He had 
trauma to his brain. Ninety minutes 
after the shooting, officers arrested the 
man who perpetrated this crime. He did 
it with a stolen weapon—one of 23 
weapons that were stolen in a 2011 rob-
bery at Little’s Bait & Tackle Pawn 
Shop in Perry, GA. 

Detective Mike Cerullo said of him: 
He was a great kid. I can’t say a bad thing 

about him. He always had a smile on his 
face. 

Officer Moore was an officer who was 
rising through the ranks very quickly 
and who was beloved in his community. 
He grew up on Long Island, tragically 
and ironically in a town with an ath-
letic field at the high school named 
after Edward Byrne—another alumnus 
of that high school who was killed in 
the line of duty as a 22-year-old rookie 
in 1988. That name may be familiar to 
us because we now hand out millions of 
dollars in Byrne grants all across the 
country—another alumni of this par-
ticular high school shot down. 

Brian is one of 86 people across this 
country who are killed by guns every 
day—2,600 a month and 31,000 a year. 
Not every single one of these deaths is 
preventable. I don’t know whether 
Brian Moore’s was preventable. But 
what I know is that many of these 
deaths are preventable, that there has 
to be a reason why these numbers are 
so out of whack with every single other 
country in the industrialized world. A 
lot has to do with the reality of this 
place, that as these numbers continue 
to go up day after day, month after 
month, year after year at catastrophic 
levels, we do absolutely nothing about 
it. 

We have to start thinking about not 
just the cost to the families—and it is 
not just the mother and the father and 
the brother and the sister. If we look at 
the pictures of Brian Moore’s funeral, 
they are heartbreaking, seeing the 
tragedy that is washing over the fam-
ily members. 

The average homicide by gun has 22 
different victims who are affected by 
it. It often leads to cycles of violence 
in which there are killings for retribu-

tion, in which the trauma spirals lives 
of children and brothers and sisters 
downward. 

Let’s look for a second at the cost of 
one murder. Here are some numbers 
overall. A recent study showed that the 
annual cost of gun violence in America 
is $229 billion with a ‘‘b.’’ That is $47 
billion more than Apple’s 2014 world-
wide revenue. But here is the cost of 
just one murder—$441,000 in direct 
costs. Eighty-seven percent of it is paid 
for by taxpayers. It costs over $400,000 
to lock up the perpetrator, $2,000 when 
he is charged and sentenced, $11,000 for 
mental health treatment for the vic-
tim’s families, $10,000 for the victim’s 
hospital expenses, $450 just to trans-
port to the hospital, and then $2,000 for 
police response and investigations. 

That is not why we should take on 
the issue of gun violence in this coun-
try; we should do it simply to try to 
stop this scourge of murders. But if we 
care about being a good steward of the 
taxpayers’ dollars, then $441,000 a year 
that could be saved just by eliminating 
one of the 86 a day seems like a pretty 
good deal. 

Jose Araujo, from Milford, CT, was 
working for Burns Construction Com-
pany in Bridgeport when he was shot at 
his job on a construction site after a 
suspect asked for a job and he was re-
ferred to the company office. He start-
ed to head for the office, but then he 
turned around and shot Jose. 

A family friend said: 
He was a gentle giant. Wherever he walked 

in there was a smile on his face. He always 
gave you a strong handshake. 

Another friend said: 
He’s nice, generous and a man of peace. 

Jose’s girlfriend said: 
He was such a great person and if the world 

had more people like him—oh, what a beau-
tiful world we would live in. 

Jose leaves behind a 5-year-old son. 
Sanjay Patel was killed on April 6 in 

New Haven, CT. He was just working, 
as millions of other Americans do, put-
ting in his hours as a manager at a 
CITGO gas station, when he was shot 
four times by an apparent robber at the 
station. The perpetrators took money 
and store merchandise. Specifically, 
they stole a box of cigars. They killed 
this guy over a box of cigars. 

Sanjay’s wife was 6 months pregnant 
at the time. He told her he didn’t want 
her to work while she was pregnant, in 
part because she had been injured in a 
house fire last year. In a tearful inter-
view, she said her husband took excel-
lent care of her and the baby. He 
brought her ice cream and breakfast in 
bed. ‘‘This is my first baby,’’ she said, 
‘‘and my husband was so happy.’’ 

The stats are overwhelming, whether 
it be the number of people who are 
killed by guns or the cost to U.S. tax-
payers. I try to come to the floor every 
couple of weeks just to give voice to 
the victims of gun violence, figuring 
that if the numbers don’t move this 
place, maybe the stories of those who 
are lost will. I can only tell a few a 
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day, but, frankly, it would take me 
more time than we have here for de-
bate on the floor to tell 86 stories every 
single day. 

This isn’t just about the fact that I 
come from Newtown, CT; this is about 
the fact that there is a regular drum-
beat of gun violence throughout this 
country. By doing nothing in the Sen-
ate and the House week after week, 
month after month, year after year, we 
effectively become complicit in these 
murders. We silently endorse this epi-
demic of gun violence when we don’t 
even try to make gun trafficking ille-
gal at a Federal level; when we don’t 
stand with 90 percent of the American 
public and the vast majority of gun 
owners—80 to 90 percent—and simply 
say you shouldn’t be able to get a gun 
if you are a criminal and you have to 
prove you are not a criminal before you 
get a gun; when we don’t endorse sim-
ple gun safety technology to make sure 
the gun that was used to kill Officer 
Moore can’t be used by someone who 
isn’t its intended user, its owner, the 
technology developing—we could help; 
we could assist—that would cut down 
on stolen firearms that are used to kill 
and hurt people. 

I will keep coming down to the floor 
whatever chance I get to tell a handful 
of these tragic stories from Con-
necticut, to New York, to Chicago, to 
Los Angeles, giving voices to the vic-
tims of gun violence so that someday, 
somehow, the Senate will recognize 
that although we can’t eliminate these 
numbers, although we can’t bring them 
down to zero, with smart, common-
sense legislation, we can make sure 
these numbers are much lower than 
they are today and that there is much 
less tragedy visited on American fami-
lies and much less cost to American 
taxpayers. 

I yield back, Mr. President. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 15 min-
utes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
HONORING DEPUTY SHERIFF MATTHEW CHISM 

AND OFFICER EDDIE JOHNSON 
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, all across 

the country right now people are hon-
oring the men and women who serve in 
law enforcement as we honor National 
Police Week. I was the cochair of the 
Senate Law Enforcement Caucus. Sen-
ator COONS and I founded that caucus 
when we came to the Senate a little 
over 4 years ago. I am proud to be able 
to speak on behalf of those who serve 
and their families. 

I just had a meeting with the Federal 
Law Enforcement Association to talk 
about the challenge of these jobs and 
the challenge to families and the im-
portance of understanding the moment 
you are in. One of the observations I 
made to them—going back to some leg-
islation I worked on a few years ago to 
allow police officers to carry their 
weapons when they went from State to 
State—is that you may not remember 
everybody that you arrested, but ev-
erybody you arrested remembers you. 

The vulnerability of police and their 
families is sometimes equal to and 
sometimes exceeds the vulnerability of 
those of us whom the police, every day, 
step up to protect. This is a week when 
we really take a moment to recognize 
that. We take a moment to recognize 
those who serve. I want to pay tribute 
today particularly to two Missouri offi-
cers who were killed in the line of duty 
last year: Deputy Sheriff Matthew 
Chism of the Cedar County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Officer Eddie Johnson of the 
Alton Police Department. 

Deputy Sheriff Chism, of Stockton, 
MO, was tragically killed in November 
of last year. He was 25 years old. Dep-
uty Sheriff Chism was shot and killed 
while conducting a traffic stop. He had 
served with the Cedar County Sheriff’s 
Office for just under 2 years. Deputy 
Sheriff Chism is survived by his wife 
and his young son. Clearly, that family 
has paid a tremendous price for the 
willingness of their husband and father 
to step up and defend us. 

Officer Eddie Johnson, Jr., of Alton, 
MO, was involved in a fatal vehicle 
crash while responding to a structure 
fire on October 20 of last year. In addi-
tion to being an officer with the Alton 
Police Department, Officer Johnson 
also served as the fire chief of the vol-
unteer fire department and as a reserve 
deputy for the Oregon County Sheriff’s 
Department. He was 45 years old. He is 
survived by his wife and their three 
children. 

So difficult things happen to those 
who serve. We saw two of our officers, 
the St. Louis County police officers at 
Ferguson, MO, who were shot recently 
as someone was shooting into a crowd 
there expressing concern about police 
activity. But the very people trying to 
be sure that the crowd was able to ex-
press that concern were then the vic-
tims of violence that has not yet been 
really figured out—why the person who 
fired those shots was shooting at a 
crowd, whether he was shooting specifi-
cally at police in that crowd or just 
shooting into the crowd or what that 
person was doing. 

The desire of people who serve and 
put on that uniform every day is to 
serve and protect. That is their No. 1 
goal, I am confident, in virtually every 
case in taking that job. The No. 1 hope 
of their family is that those people 
come home safely at the end of their 
shift. You know, life is uncertain in 
many ways, but more uncertain when 
you actually decide you are going to 
pursue a service to others that puts 

you intentionally in harm’s way—peo-
ple who are not only prepared to serve 
but willing to serve, prepared to stand 
in the way of danger to others but will-
ing to stand in the way of danger to 
others. It is a determination of what to 
do that other people don’t make and 
don’t bear the responsibility the same 
way. So it is important for us right 
now to think about those who serve. 

I was glad to join Senator CARDIN as 
a cosponsor, with others, of the Na-
tional Blue Alert Act—the Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu National Blue 
Alert Act. This bill created a national 
alert system to apprehend violent 
criminals who have seriously injured or 
killed police officers. These two offi-
cers were killed while in their squad 
car. This alert system would be used to 
quickly get that information to other 
police agencies and to the public, as 
they are trying to find someone who 
would think about doing that sort of 
thing. 

We passed that bill on April 30. The 
House of Representatives passed it yes-
terday. It is now on the way to the 
President’s desk. It is a good thing for 
us to step up and be willing to do. This 
is a job where you go to work every day 
not knowing what is likely to happen 
that day. We saw events in my home 
State, in Ferguson, MO, last August 
that brought attention to the danger 
that police face. 

I heard even the President talking 
about Baltimore just a few days ago. 
He made the comment that we have 
difficulty in communities and dif-
ficulty in people’s lives—people who 
are not prepared for opportunities and 
they do not get opportunities. The 
President said something like this: And 
then we send the police into those envi-
ronments, and we act surprised when 
bad things happen, when unfortunate 
things happen, when violence occurs, 
when police are in the middle of a situ-
ation that suddenly does not work out 
the way any of us would want it to. 

Police are dealing with major prob-
lems. I cosponsored with Senator STA-
BENOW last year the Excellence in Men-
tal Health Act, trying to be sure that 
we are dealing with people’s behavioral 
health problems like we deal with all 
other physical health problems. One 
out of four adult Americans has a be-
havioral health problem that is 
diagnosable—according to the NIH, al-
most always treatable—and then one 
out of nine has a behavioral health 
problem that severely impacts how 
they function as an individual, accord-
ing to the National Institutes of 
Health. 

We have no greater support of that 
effort to try to begin to try to treat be-
havioral health like all other health 
than the police organizations around 
the country that stepped forward and 
have said: This is a problem that we 
deal with all the time, and there are 
better ways to deal with it than ex-
pecting police officers to deal with 
someone whose behavioral health prob-
lem leads them to violence or into an-
other situation. 
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