May 11, 2015

Christopher Smith, James Hart, Edwin O.
Roman-Acevedo, Ernest J. Montoya, Sr.,
Grant William Whitaker, Richard Anthony
Champion, John Robert Street, Rafael
Ramos, Wenjian Liu, Charles R. Kondek, Jr.,
Jamel Clagett, Tyler Jacob Stewart, Stephen
Petruzzello, Thomas Choi, James E. Foster,
Jr., and Timothy Mitchell; and

Whereas 44 law enforcement officers across
the United States have made the ultimate
sacrifice during the first 4 months of 2015:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 10 through
May 16, 2015, as ‘‘National Police Week’’;

(2) expresses strong support for law en-
forcement officers across the United States
for their efforts to build safer and more se-
cure communities;

(3) recognizes the need to ensure that law
enforcement officers have the equipment,
training, and resources necessary to protect
their health and safety while the law en-
forcement officers are protecting the public;

(4) recognizes the members of the law en-
forcement community for their selfless acts
of bravery;

(5) acknowledges that police officers and
other law enforcement officers who have
made the ultimate sacrifice should be re-
membered and honored; and

(6) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Police Week with
appropriate ceremonies and activities that
promote awareness of the vital role of law
enforcement officers in building safer and
more secure communities across the United
States.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 11, 2015, at 6 p.m., to
conduct a classified hearing entitled
“Understanding the Commercial, Polit-
ical, and Security Implications of the
U.S.-China Civil Nuclear Agreement.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ATRLAND

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 11, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

GOLD STAR FATHERS ACT OF 2015

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 67, S. 136.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (8. 136) to amend chapter 21 of title
5, United States Code, to provide that fa-
thers of certain permanently disabled or de-
ceased veterans shall be included with moth-
ers of such veterans as preference eligibles
for treatment in the civil service.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
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read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements related
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 136) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 136

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gold Star
Fathers Act of 2015,

SEC. 2. PREFERENCE ELIGIBLE TREATMENT FOR
FATHERS OF CERTAIN PERMA-

NENTLY DISABLED OR DECEASED
VETERANS.

Section 2108(3) of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by striking subparagraphs
(F) and (G) and inserting the following:

‘“(F) the parent of an individual who lost
his or her life under honorable conditions
while serving in the armed forces during a
period named by paragraph (1)(A) of this sec-
tion, if—

‘(i) the spouse of that parent is totally and
permanently disabled; or

‘“(ii) that parent, when preference is
claimed, is unmarried or, if married, legally
separated from his or her spouse;

‘“(G) the parent of a service-connected per-
manently and totally disabled veteran, if—

‘(1) the spouse of that parent is totally and
permanently disabled; or

‘“(ii) that parent, when preference is
claimed, is unmarried or, if married, legally
separated from his or her spouse; and’’.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendment made by this Act shall
take effect 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

———

THE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar Nos. 69 and 70, S. 179
and S. 994, en bloc.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bills
be read a third time and passed, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, and that
any statements relating to the bills be
printed in the RECORD, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL
POST OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (S. 179) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 14 3rd Avenue, NW, in
Chisholm, Minnesota, as the ‘“‘James L.
Oberstar Memorial Post Office Build-
ing,” was ordered to be engrossed for a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed, as follows:

S. 179

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 14
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3rd Avenue, NW, in Chisholm, Minnesota,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘James
L. Oberstar Memorial Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘James L. Oberstar Me-
morial Post Office Building”’.

STAFF SERGEANT JOSEPH
D’AUGUSTINE POST OFFICE
BUILDING

The bill (S. 994) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 1 Walter Hammond Place
in Waldwick, New Jersey, as the ‘‘Staff
Sergeant Joseph D’Augustine Post Of-
fice Building,” was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 994

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. STAFF SERGEANT JOSEPH
D’AUGUSTINE POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the

United States Postal Service located at 1
Walter Hammond Place in Waldwick, New
Jersey, shall be known and designated as the
“Staff Sergeant Joseph D’Augustine Post Of-
fice Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Joseph
D’Augustine Post Office Building”’.

———

SISTER ANN KEEFE POST OFFICE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 71, H.R. 651.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 651) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
820 Elmwood Avenue in Providence, Rhode
Island, as the ‘‘Sister Ann Keefe Post Of-
fice.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
further ask unanimous consent that
the bill be read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 651) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 177, submitted earlier today

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows.
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A resolution (S. Res. 177) designating the
week of May 10 through May 16, 2015, as ‘‘Na-
tional Police Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

177) was

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority and
Democratic leaders of the Senate and
the Speaker and minority leader of the
House of Representatives, pursuant to
Section 301 of Public Law 104-1, as
amended by Public Law 108-349, and as
further amended by Public Law 114-6,
announces the joint reappointment of
the following individuals as members
of the Board of Directors of the Office
of Compliance: Barbara L. Camens of
the District of Columbia and Roberta
L. Holzwarth of Illinois.

————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12,
2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Tuesday, May 12;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day; that following leader remarks,
the Senate be in a period of morning
business until 12:30 p.m., with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided in the usual form; further, that
the Senate recess from 12:30 p.m. until
2:15 p.m. to allow for the weekly con-
ference meetings; further, that the
time from 2:15 p.m. until the cloture
vote be equally divided in the usual
form; finally, that the mandatory
quorum call under rule XXII be waived
with respect to the cloture vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

PROGRAM

Mr. McCONNELL. Senators should
expect a cloture vote on the motion to
proceed to TPA at 2:30 p.m. tomorrow.

——————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
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sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator BROWN and Senator MENEN-
DEZ.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Ohio.

———

TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, some in
this body seem to be on the verge of ap-
proving the largest trade deal in our
Nation’s history with little debate, one
rushed hearing, and barely any under-
standing of what we are signing on to.
The last time Congress considered fast-
track was 13 years ago; the Senate
spent 3 weeks considering that bill.

But some would like to condense con-
sideration of the biggest trade deal we
have ever debated—ever debated—and
have it done in advance of Memorial
Day; the reason—they know that the
more we talk about U.S. trade policy,
the more the American public does not
like it.

Trade promotion authority will give
up Congress’s authority to amend trade
agreements. Not only will this affect
the Trans-Pacific Partnership agree-
ment and so-called TTIP, the United
States-European Union agreement, it
will affect any trade deal until 2021.
With TPP and TTIP, 60 percent of the
world’s GDP is at stake. Millions of
American jobs are on the line. This is
too important to rush through with lit-
tle debate and little congressional
input.

With the Memorial Day recess ap-
proaching, there simply is not enough
time to consider fast-track in a manner
that allows full debate and consider-
ation of amendments. We do not even
know if the Senate will vote on all four
bills as a package that we considered in
the Finance Committee or just vote on
fast-track or some combination of the
four. If we voted on fast-track alone,
we would be giving new rights to cor-
porations while turning our backs on
critical trade enforcement measures
and the workers who are left behind by
unfair foreign trade. Imagine if just
TPA—fast-track—gets to the Presi-
dent’s desk; we will have done nothing
on enforcement and we will have left
out help for workers who have lost
their jobs because of what this institu-
tion did. Fast-tracking fast-track will
prevent us from having serious debates
on issues from public health, to the
auto industry, to international mone-
tary policy.

During the Finance Committee’s con-
sideration of this bill, I filed 88 amend-
ments to the package of four bills, 81 of
those to fast-track alone. I offered a
number during markup, and I will offer
more on the floor. I know Senator
MENENDEZ had a very important
amendment—and he will be speaking in
a moment—in the Finance Committee
that was adopted. I know other col-
leagues have amendments that will be
considered. We should debate these
amendments to legislation as impor-
tant as this.
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Now the majority leader, who just
spoke, wants us to rush this bill
through, to fast-track fast-track in the
last few days just to get it done, just so
the public won’t be able to find out
what is in it. We owe it to the Amer-
ican people to not rush through some-
thing as important as our national
trade policy. We owe it to the Amer-
ican people to spend the limited time
available on the floor passing a job-cre-
ation bill, such as the highway bill,
which is set to expire May 31, rather
than a provably job-killing trade
agreement, as NAFTA was, as PNTR
was, as CAFTA was, as South Korea
was.

We know the real answer, that this
deal amounts to more empty promises.
If it were really good for the American
worker, why can’t the American work-
er see it? More corporate handouts,
more worker sellouts.

As many of my colleagues know, this
trade agreement simply doesn’t work
for us. This is what is wrong with the
Trans-Pacific Partnership.

First, with China, there is no guar-
antee it will not join later. There is no
prohibition in this language—as far as
we can see, with the limited access to
the text—that China can’t backdoor
into this agreement without a vote of
Congress, without any examination
from the American public.

Second, what happens to competi-
tion? American workers are paid a liv-
ing wage. In Vietnam, the average
wage is $3 per day. How do we compete
with that? With currency. We know
China has gamed the currency system
year after year after year. They don’t
play by the same rules as we do.

Corporations shift from democrat-
ically elected governments to corpora-
tions. We have seen it in tobacco, we
have seen it in public health, and we
have seen it with minimum wage,
where corporations can sue foreign
governments. Corporations in one
country can sue a government, even if
that government has passed a law
democratically through a democratic
process.

Our trade deals amount to corporate
handouts and worker sellouts. People
in my State know what has happened
since NAFTA. They promised NAFTA
would bring millions of jobs. Instead,
we have lost 5 million manufacturing
jobs in this country since 1994. It is
only since the auto rescue in 2010 that
we have begun to gain those jobs back.

We know our trade deals were for
small business to compete with compa-
nies abroad that pay their workers pen-
nies on the dollar. These foreign com-
panies don’t have to abide by the same
American laws that we do.

With so much to do at home and so
much at stake in this deal, we
shouldn’t be rushing the process of con-
sidering fast-track. We should be work-
ing on a living wage. We should be
working on paid sick and family leave.
We should be working on equal pay for
equal work. We should be working on
investment to infrastructure and inno-
vation. Instead, the majority leader
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