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I want to thank Mickala for the dedi-

cation she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her next journey.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING TIM STANTON 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Tim Stan-
ton for his hard work as an intern in 
my Republican Policy Committee of-
fice. I recognize his efforts and con-
tributions to my office as well as to the 
State of Wyoming. 

Tim is a student at the Colby College 
in Waterville, ME, where he pursuing a 
degree in government. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which 
has made him an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of his work is 
reflected in his great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Tim for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his next journey.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING KRISTEN 
TROHKIMOINEN 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Kristen 
Trohkimoinen for her hard work as an 
intern in my Indian Affairs Committee 
office. I recognize her efforts and con-
tributions to my office as well as to the 
State of Wyoming. 

Kristen is a native of Casper, WY, 
and is a graduate of Natrona County 
High School. She is a student at the 
University of Wyoming where she is 
pursuing a degree in political science 
and international studies. She has 
demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made her an invaluable asset 
to our office. The quality of her work is 
reflected in her great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Kristen for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her next journey.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING DIEGO ZEPEDA 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Diego 
Zepeda, once again, for his hard work 
as an intern in my Sheridan, WY office. 
I recognize his efforts and contribu-
tions to my office as well as to the 
State of Wyoming. 

Diego is from Gillette, WY, and a 
graduate of Campbell County High 
School. He currently attends Northern 

Wyoming Community College where he 
is studying business management. He 
has again demonstrated a strong work 
ethic, which has made him an invalu-
able asset to our office. The quality of 
his work is reflected in his great efforts 
during his time in my office. 

I want to thank Diego for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his next journey.∑ 

f 

OBSERVING INTERNATIONAL 
MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today, I 
rise to speak in celebration of Inter-
national Migratory Bird Day. Every 
spring, waterfowl such as canvasback 
ducks, northern pintails and 
goldeneyes, raptors such as sharp 
shinned hawks, broad winged hawks 
and kestrels, warblers, buntings, and of 
course orioles like Maryland’s State 
bird, the Baltimore oriole, return north 
for the summer to breed, raise hatch-
lings, and brighten the United States’ 
wildlife spectrum during the months of 
spring and summer. It is an exciting 
time of year for birders and naturalists 
who enjoy witnessing the annual re-
turn of these species from the tropics 
and who contribute billions of dollars 
to the outdoor recreation economy on 
travel and gear to support their pas-
sion and interests in the very special 
bird species who return to the United 
States every year. 

In support of conserving these impor-
tant migratory bird species, in March I 
reintroduced legislation to reauthorize 
the Neotropical Migratory Bird Con-
servation Act. This bill promotes inter-
national cooperation for long-term 
conservation, education, research, 
monitoring, and habitat protection for 
more than 350 species of neotropical 
migratory birds, such as the Baltimore 
oriole. Through its successful competi-
tive, matching grant program, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service supports pub-
lic-private partnerships in countries 
mostly in Latin America and the Car-
ibbean. Up to one-quarter of the funds 
may be awarded for domestic projects. 

More than half of the bird species 
found in the U.S. migrate across our 
borders, and many of these spend win-
ter in Central and South America. This 
legislation aims to sustain healthy 
populations of migratory birds that are 
not only aesthetically beautiful but 
also help our farmers through con-
sumption of billions of harmful insects 
and rodent pests each year, providing 
pollination services, and dispersing 
seeds. Migratory birds face threats 
from pesticide pollution, deforestation, 
sprawl, and invasive species that de-
grade their habitats in addition to the 
natural risks of their extended flights. 
As birds are excellent indicators of an 
ecosystem’s health, it is troubling 
that—according to the National Audu-
bon Society—half of all coastal migrat-

ing shorebirds, like the common tern 
and piping plover, are experiencing 
dramatic population declines. 

The Baltimore oriole is a neotropical 
migratory bird whose song and bright 
orange and black plumage brightens all 
of the Northeastern and Midwestern 
United States each spring and summer. 
Sadly, Baltimore oriole populations 
have steadily declined despite legal 
protections under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act of 1918 and the State of 
Maryland’s Nongame and Endangered 
Species Conservation Act. Likewise, 
the iconic red knot, whose legendary 
9,000-mile migration centers on a stop-
over in the Mid-Atlantic States, is de-
creasing in population quickly. Threats 
to these beloved Maryland birds are 
mainly due to habitat destruction and 
deforestation, particularly in Central 
and South America, where the birds 
winter. In addition, international use 
of toxic pesticides ingested by insects, 
which are then eaten by the birds, is 
significantly contributing to their de-
cline. Conservation efforts in our coun-
try is essential, but investment in pro-
grams throughout the migratory route 
of these and hundreds of other migra-
tory bird species is critical. 

The goal of International Migratory 
Bird Day is to raise awareness about 
the plight of these birds during this 
special time of year when these birds 
are returning to the United States, and 
my legislation is critical to the con-
servation of these species. 

The Neotropical Migratory Bird Con-
servation Act has a proven track 
record of reversing habitat loss and ad-
vancing conservation strategies for the 
broad range of neotropical birds that 
populate the United States and the rest 
of the Western hemisphere. Since 2002, 
more than $50.1 million in grants have 
been awarded, supporting 451 projects 
in 36 countries. Partners have contrib-
uted an additional $190.6 million, and 
more than 3.7 million acres of habitat 
have been affected. In 2014, the grants 
totaled $3.6 million, with $12 million in 
matching funds across 20 countries. 

On International Migratory Bird Day 
2015, I am working with the sponsors of 
the bipartisan sportsmen’s package, S. 
659, and the leadership of the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee to 
incorporate the Neotropical Migratory 
Bird Conservation Act into this legisla-
tion as it moves through committee. 
While sportsmen do not hunt song-
birds, the financial assistance this pro-
gram provides for habitat conservation 
provides cobenefits for games domestic 
species like wild turkey, deer, pheas-
ant, elk, and quail, and the inter-
national investments benefit the con-
servation of sandhill cranes and migra-
tory waterfowl that are popular game 
species. The resources of this program 
also help conserve critical wetland 
habitat which is incredibly important 
coastal and freshwater fish species like 
bass, perch, and sturgeon, as well as 
both migratory and resident duck and 
geese species. Incorporation of the 
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Neotropical Migratory Bird Conserva-
tion Act into the bipartisan sports-
men’s package would add a new ele-
ment of game species conservation that 
will help ensure the presence of impor-
tant game and fish species for genera-
tions of hunters and anglers and out-
door enthusiasts alike. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
simple reauthorization of this cost-ef-
fective, budget-friendly program that 
has been highly successful.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GREGORY LEACH 

∑ Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President. I wish 
to commend the courageous actions of 
Gregory Leach, a transportation secu-
rity specialist-explosives at Lihue 
International Airport and a resident of 
Hawaii. Mr. Leach helped to rescue 
three swimmers who were in danger of 
drowning. His heroism and selflessness 
deserve to be recognized on the Senate 
floor today. 

Mr. Leach moved to Hawaii from Ar-
kansas earlier this year to work as a 
transportation security specialist-ex-
plosives at Lihue International Air-
port. As a transportation security spe-
cialist-explosives, he supports screen-
ing operations to protect our transpor-
tation system from explosive threats. 

This past March, on the beach in 
Wailua, Kauai, Mr. Leach noticed three 
swimmers who were struggling to re-
turn to shore. He acted quickly and de-
cisively, grabbing a rescue buoy and 
swimming out to the group. One of the 
swimmers was unconscious, and Mr. 
Leach brought the man back to shore. 
He returned to the water to help the 
remaining two swimmers, and once all 
the swimmers were safely on the beach, 
Mr. Leach conducted chest compres-
sions on the unconscious man until res-
cue personnel arrived. Mr. Leach’s self-
less efforts ensured that two of the 
swimmers survived. Unfortunately, the 
unconscious man later passed away. 

According to Mr. Leach’s supervisor, 
lead transportation security specialist- 
explosives Duane Samiano: 

Transportation Security Specialist-Explo-
sives Leach did not hesitate to render aid in 
a life threatening situation to individuals he 
did not know. His actions speak greatly to 
his courage, selflessness and dedication to 
others. I am very proud to have him on my 
team. He is a great asset as a Transportation 
Security Specialist-Explosives and rep-
resents himself and this agency with excel-
lence. 

I commend Mr. Leach for his actions, 
and I hope that his courage serves as 
an example for others.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 

from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1542. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Forest Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Paleontological Resources Preserva-
tion’’ (RIN0596–AC95) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on April 29, 
2015; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–1543. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator of the Fruit and Vege-
table Programs, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Honey Packers and Importers Re-
search, Promotion, Consumer Education and 
Information Order; Assessment Rate In-
crease’’ (Docket No. AMS–FV–14–0045) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 6, 2015; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1544. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator of the Fruit and Vege-
table Programs, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Irish Potatoes Grown in Colorado 
and Imported Irish Potatoes; Relaxation of 
the Handling Regulation for Area No. 2 and 
Import Regulations’’ (Docket No. AMS–FV– 
13–0073; FV13–3 FR) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on May 6, 2015; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–1545. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator of the Fruit and Vege-
table Programs, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Avocados Grown in South Florida 
and Imported Avocados; Change in Maturity 
Requirements’’ (Docket No. AMS–FV–14– 
0051; FV14–915–1 FIR) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on May 6, 2015; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–1546. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Employee Services, Office of Personnel 
Management, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Prevailing Rate 
Systems; Abolishment of the Portland, ME, 
Appropriated Fund Federal Wage System 
Wage Area’’ (RIN3206–AN11) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on May 
6, 2015; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–1547. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Rural Business-Cooperative 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Subpart J—Value Added Producer 
Grant Program’’ (RIN0570–AA79) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 6, 2015; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1548. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Bacillus thuringiensis Cry1A.105 Pro-

tein in Soybean; Exemption from the Re-
quirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 9926–23) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 6, 2015; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1549. A communication from the Census 
Bureau Federal Register Liaison Officer, 
Census Bureau, Department of Commerce, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Foreign Trade Regulations 
(FTR): Reinstatement of Exemptions Re-
lated to Temporary Exports, Carnets, and 
Shipments Under a Temporary Import Bond’’ 
(RIN0607–AA53) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on April 29, 2015; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1550. A communication from the Senior 
Procurement Executive, Office of Acquisi-
tion Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition 
Regulation; Federal Acquisition Circular 
2005–82; Small Entity Compliance Guide’’ 
(FAC 2005–82) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 7, 2015; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–1551. A communication from the Senior 
Procurement Executive, Office of Acquisi-
tion Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition 
Regulation; Enhancements to Past Perform-
ance Evaluation Systems’’ ((RIN9000–AM79) 
(FAC 2005–82)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 7, 2015; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–1552. A communication from the Senior 
Procurement Executive, Office of Acquisi-
tion Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition 
Regulation; Technical Amendments’’ (FAC 
2005–82) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on May 7, 2015; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–1553. A communication from the Senior 
Procurement Executive, Office of Acquisi-
tion Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition 
Regulation; Federal Acquisition Circular 
2005–82; Introduction’’ (FAC 2005–82) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 7, 2015; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1554. A communication from the Senior 
Procurement Executive, Office of Acquisi-
tion Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition 
Regulation; Review and Justification of 
Pass-Through Contracts’’ (FAC 2005–82) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 7, 2015; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1555. A communication from the Senior 
Procurement Executive, Office of Acquisi-
tion Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition 
Regulation; Equal Employment and Affirma-
tive Action for Veterans and Individuals 
with Disabilities’’ ((RIN9000–AM76) (FAC 
2005–82)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on May 7, 2015; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–1556. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Interstate Commission on the 
Potomac River Basin, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Commission’s Seventy-Third 
Financial Statement for the period of Octo-
ber 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014; to the 
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