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of industries, including technology, biotech,
hospitality, agriculture, construction, serv-
ices, transportation, and textiles. They also
represent a large share of our new small
business owners and create economic prop-
erty and needed jobs for everyone; and

Whereas, Keeping these families, business
owners, and hard workers in the shadows of
society serves no one; and

Whereas, Our state, for economic, social,
health, security, and prosperity reasons,
must support policies that allow individuals
to become legal and enfranchised partici-
pants in our society and economy; and

Whereas, Comprehensive immigration re-
form should include a reasonable and timely
path to citizenship for undocumented immi-
grants who are already living and working in
the United States. Immigration reform
should also include comprehensive back-
ground checks, require demonstrated pro-
ficiency in English and payment of all cur-
rent and back taxes, and have the flexibility
to respond to emerging business trends; and

Whereas, The Migration Policy Institute, a
nonpartisan research group in Washington,
D.C., estimates that in 2012, the federal gov-
ernment spent $18 billion on immigration en-
forcement, and since 2004, the number of
United States Border Patrol agents has dou-
bled; and

Whereas, Increased enforcement has given
the federal government the ability to
prioritize the deportation of lawbreakers and
dangerous individuals and to ensure our bor-
der’s security. Nevertheless, this enforce-
ment should not be done in an inhumane
way; and

Whereas, Immigration enforcement should
continue to focus on criminals, not on hard-
working immigrant families, and not at the
expense of effective trade with two of our top
three economic partners; and

Whereas, The United States loses large
numbers of necessary, highly skilled workers
due to the lengthy and complicated processes
currently in place to get or keep a legal resi-
dency option; and

Whereas, Reform should include an expe-
dited process for those residing abroad and
applying for legal visas. Additionally, reform
should offer permanent residency opportuni-
ties to international students in American
universities who are highly trained and in
high demand, and in so doing avoid an intel-
lectual vacuum after their graduation; and

Whereas, Reform should recognize the soci-
etal and cultural benefits of keeping the
family unit intact. The system should take
into account special circumstances sur-
rounding candidates for probationary legal
status, such as those of minors who were
brought to the country as children or work-
ers whose labor is essential to maintain our
country’s competitiveness: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis-
lature urges the President and the Congress
of the United States to work together and
create a comprehensive and workable ap-
proach to solving our nation’s historically
broken immigration system, using the prin-
ciples described in this resolution; and be it
further

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
transmit copies of this resolution to the
President and the Vice President of the
United States, to the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, to the Majority Leader of
the Senate, and to each Senator and Rep-
resentative from California in the Congress
of the United States.

POM-27. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of Rockland County, New York, urg-
ing the United States Senate to introduce
and pass legislation similar to H.R. 343, that
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would allow volunteer firefighters and emer-
gency medical and rescue personnel to claim
services as a charitable contribution to their
department; to the Committee on Finance.

POM-28. A resolution adopted by the
Tompkins County Legislature of the State of
New York asking the United States Congress
and the President of the United States to
halt the ‘“‘Fast-Track’ process of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, and instead, to allow
the Trans-Pacific Partnership a fully trans-
parent, public debate in Congress until its
impact are fully assessed by all stakeholders,
in order to protect the rights of the people of
Tompkins County, the best interests of local
businesses and workforce, the health of the
environment, and the sovereignty of all lev-
els of government; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

H.R. 651. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
820 Elmwood Avenue in Providence, Rhode
Island, as the ‘‘Sister Ann Keefe Post Of-
fice”.

S. 179. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
14 3rd Avenue, NW, in Chisholm, Minnesota,
as the ‘““James L. Oberstar Memorial Post Of-
fice Building”’.

S. 994. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at 1
Walter Hammond Place in Waldwick, New
Jersey, as the ¢‘Staff Sergeant Joseph
D’Augustine Post Office Building”’.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON for the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

*David Michael Bennett, of North Carolina,
to be a Governor of the United States Postal
Service for a term expiring December 8, 2018.

*Mickey D. Barnett, of New Mexico, to be
a Governor of the United States Postal Serv-
ice for a term expiring December 8, 2020.

*Stephen Crawford, of Maryland, to be a
Governor of the United States Postal Service
for the remainder of the term expiring De-
cember 8, 2015.

*Stephen Crawford, of Maryland, to be a
Governor of the United States Postal Service
for a term expiring December 8, 2022.

*James C. Miller, III, of Virginia, to be a
Governor of the United States Postal Service
for a term expiring December 8, 2017.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. LEE, and Mr. SCHUMER):
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S. 1200. A bill to promote competition and
help consumers save money by giving them
the freedom to choose where they buy pre-
scription pet medications, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN:

S. 1201. A bill to advance the integration of
clean distributed energy into electric grids,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN:

S. 1202. A bill to amend the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to assist
States in adopting updated interconnection
procedures and tariff schedules and stand-
ards for supplemental, backup, and standby
power fees for projects for combined heat and
power technology and waste heat to power
technology, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. HELLER (for himself, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. MORAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr.
TOOMEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. VITTER,
Mr. TESTER, and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 1203. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the processing by
the Department of Veterans Affairs of claims
for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
TILLIS):

S. 1204. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to enter into an agreement to pro-
vide for management of the free-roaming
wild horses in and around the Currituck Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and
Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 1205. A bill to designate the same indi-
vidual serving as the Chief Nurse Officer of
the Public Health Service as the National
Nurse for Public Health; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SANDERS:

S. 1206. A bill to address the concept of
“Too Big To Fail” with respect to certain fi-
nancial entities; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. HIRONO:

S. 1207. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Energy to establish a grant program under
which the Secretary shall make grants to el-
igible partnerships to provide for the trans-
formation of the electric grid by the year
2030, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. SCHATZ):

S. 1208. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to require gas pipeline facilities
to accelerate the repair, rehabilitation, and
replacement of high-risk pipelines used in
commerce, and for other purposes; to the

Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.
By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.

WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. SCHATZ):

S. 1209. A bill to establish State revolving
loan funds to repair or replace natural gas
distribution pipelines; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself, Mr. CAs-
SIDY, and Ms. HEITKAMP):

S. 1210. A bill to provide for the timely
consideration of all licenses, permits, and
approvals required under Federal law with
respect to oil and gas production and dis-
tribution; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. COCHRAN (for himself, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. MURPHY, and Ms. STABE-
NOW):

S. 1211. A bill to amend title XVIII of the

Social Security Act to provide that payment



S2688

under the Medicare program to a long-term
care hospital for inpatient services shall not
be made at the applicable site neutral pay-
ment rate for certain discharges involving
severe wounds, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. RISCH, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms.
COLLINS, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 1212. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and the Small Business Act
to expand the availability of employee stock
ownership plans in S corporations, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. KING:

S. 1213. A bill to amend the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 and the Fed-
eral Power Act to facilitate the free market
for distributed energy resources; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
GRAHAM, Ms. CoOLLINS, and Ms. MI-
KULSKI):

S. 1214. A Dbill to prevent human health
threats posed by the consumption of equines
raised in the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1215. A bill to amend the Methane Hy-
drate Research and Development Act of 2000
to provide for the development of methane
hydrate as a commercially viable source of
energy; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1216. A bill to amend the Natural Gas
Act to modify a provision relating to civil
penalties; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1217. A bill to establish an Interagency
Rapid Response Team for Transmission, to
establish an  Office of Transmission
Ombudsperson, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1218. A bill to establish an interagency
coordination committee or subcommittee
with the leadership of the Department of En-
ergy and the Department of the Interior, fo-
cused on the nexus between energy and
water production, use, and efficiency, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1219. A bill to amend the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to provide for
the safe and reliable interconnection of dis-
tributed resources and to provide for the ex-
amination of the effects of net metering; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1220. A bill to improve the distribution
of energy in the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1221. A bill to amend the Federal Power
Act to require periodic reports on electricity
reliability and reliability impact statements
for rules affecting the reliable operation of
the bulk-power system; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1222. A bill to amend the Federal Power
Act to provide for reports relating to electric
capacity resources of transmission organiza-
tions and the amendment of certain tariffs
to address the procurement of electric capac-
ity resources, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.
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By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1223. A bill to amend the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 to improve the loan guarantee
program for innovative technologies, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1224. A bill to reconcile differing Federal
approaches to condensate; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1225. A bill to improve Federal land
management, resource conservation, envi-
ronmental protection, and use of Federal
real property, by requiring the Secretary of
the Interior to develop a multipurpose cadas-
tre of Federal real property and identifying
inaccurate, duplicate, and out-of-date Fed-
eral land inventories, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1226. A bill to amend the Mineral Leas-
ing Act and the Mineral Leasing Act for Ac-
quired Lands to promote a greater domestic
helium supply, to establish a Federal helium
leasing program for public land, and to se-
cure a helium supply for national defense
and Federal researchers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1227. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to develop an implementation strat-
egy to promote the development of hybrid
micro-grid systems for isolated commu-
nities; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself and Mr.
DONNELLY):

S. 1228. A bill to require approval for the
construction, connection, operation, or
maintenance of oil or natural gas pipelines
or electric transmission facilities at the na-
tional boundary of the United States for the
import or export of oil, natural gas, or elec-
tricity to or from Canada or Mexico, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1229. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to submit a plan to implement rec-
ommendations to improve interactions be-
tween the Department of Energy and Na-
tional Laboratories; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1230. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to establish a program under which
the Director of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment shall enter into memoranda of under-
standing with States providing for State
oversight of oil and gas productions activi-
ties; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1231. A bill to require congressional no-
tification for certain Strategic Petroleum
Reserve operations and to determine options
available for the continued operation of the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 1232. A bill to amend the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 to modify
provisions relating to smart grid moderniza-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 1233. A bill to amend the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to expand the
electric rate-setting authority of States; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. DAINES):

S. 1234. A bill to enhance consumer rights

relating to consumer report disputes by re-
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quiring provision of documentation provided
by consumers; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1235. A bill to amend the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act to authorize Re-
gional Corporations and Village Corpora-
tions to establish energy assistance pro-
grams; to the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1236. A Dbill to amend the Federal Power
Act to modify certain requirements relating
to trial-type hearings with respect to certain
license applications before the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. KING:

S. 1237. A Dbill to amend the Natural Gas
Act to limit the authority of the Secretary
of Energy to approve certain proposals relat-
ing to export activities of liquefied natural
gas terminals; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
REID, Mr. WARNER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
HELLER, Mr. KING, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.

CASSIDY, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr.
THUNE):

S. Res. 170. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of National Travel and Tour-
ism Week and honoring the valuable con-
tributions of travel and tourism to the
United States; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BURR, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COONS, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. HATCH,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
ScoTT, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. VITTER):

S. Res. 171. A resolution congratulating the
students, parents, teachers, and administra-
tors of charter schools across the United
States for making ongoing contributions to
education, and supporting the ideals and
goals of the 16th annual National Charter
Schools Week, to be held May 3 through May
9, 2015; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. VITTER (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. ENzI, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
RUBIO, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. GARDNER, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. COONS, Ms. HEITKAMP,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. RISCH, Mr. SCOTT,
Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr. HOEVEN):

S. Res. 172. A resolution honoring the vital
role of small businesses and the passion of
entrepreneurs in the United States during
“National Small Business Week”, from May
4, through May 8, 2015; considered and agreed
to.

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, and
Mr. CASEY):

S. Res. 173. A resolution condemning atroc-
ities committed by Bashar al-Assad of Syria
and his regime, and for other purposes; con-
sidered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 85
At the request of Mr. KING, the name
of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
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