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Growth and Opportunity Act for three 
reasons. 

No. 1, it is a 10-year predictable ex-
tension of a relationship we need to 
grow and prosper. 

No. 2, it gives us the tools not to be 
abused, and it makes sure that if one of 
the African countries is abusing Amer-
ican access to their market, we can 
stop it and file a case with the Trade 
Representative. 

But No. 3, it offers hope and pros-
perity for America in the 21st cen-
tury—with 1.5 billion mouths to feed, 
rare earth minerals, natural resources, 
the power of the people and the power 
of the purse of the people. Africa is the 
continent of the 21st century for our 
country. Having a trade agreement 
with Africa is essential to seeing to it 
that we have a prosperous and free fu-
ture. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

REBUILDING OUR COMMUNITIES 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, yester-
day, along with Senator MIKULSKI and 
Congressmen CUMMINGS and RUPPERS-
BERGER and SARBANES, I was in Balti-
more with Attorney General Lynch 
meeting with our faith-based leaders. 
Attorney General Lynch also met with 
the mayor of Baltimore as well as the 
family of Freddie Gray. She also met 
with our Baltimore City Police Depart-
ment. I wish to thank the Attorney 
General for her personal presence in 
Baltimore. 

For those of us who live in Balti-
more, the events over these last couple 
of weeks have been heartbreaking. The 
city we love has gone through a very 
difficult time. I wish to thank my col-
leagues who have contacted Senator 
MIKULSKI and me for offering their 
help, for offering their understanding, 
and for their willingness to work to-
gether so we can deal with the issues 
that have been raised in Baltimore— 
and other cities, quite frankly—in 
other places around the country. It is 
our responsibility to move forward, and 
the people of Baltimore understand 
that. We understand the national spot-
light will be leaving and we are going 
to need to deal with the issues that are 
left behind. 

To me, there are two pillars for the 
rebuilding of Baltimore and restoring 
confidence; one deals with public safe-
ty and justice and the other deals with 
rebuilding as a result of the damages 
that were caused and dealing with the 
core problems that led up to the vio-
lence in Baltimore. I believe that we in 
Baltimore can serve as a model for the 

country as to how we can make our 
community and our Nation stronger. 

On the public safety and justice pil-
lar, let me make some suggestions to 
my colleagues. I have spoken to several 
of my colleagues about areas where I 
hope we can work together in order to 
restore public safety and justice in our 
community. One of those issues is a 
bill I filed that would end racial 
profiling in America. We should have 
passed this bill a long time ago. 

Racial profiling—profiling because of 
the race of a community or the ethnic 
background or a religion—is just 
wrong. It is against the values we be-
lieve in in this country. It turns com-
munities against law enforcement. We 
saw that in Baltimore and we have 
seen it in other communities around 
the country where the local commu-
nity just does not have confidence that 
the police department is working on 
their behalf. We heard examples of that 
yesterday in the roundtable discussion 
we had with the faith-based leaders. We 
have to restore that confidence. One 
way to do it is to make it clear that 
our national policy is against profiling 
by police. 

Now, let me make it clear that if a 
person has some specific information 
about a particular crime and identifies 
who is responsible, that is not 
profiling. That is not what we are talk-
ing about. We are talking about com-
munities in Baltimore and around the 
country where a person is African 
American and they have a much better 
chance of being stopped by police just 
because of the color of their skin. That 
is wrong, and it has to end in America. 
We need to take action in this body, 
the U.S. Senate, to make it clear that 
we will not permit racial profiling. It is 
not only wrong and counterproductive 
to neighborhoods working with police; 
it is costly. We have limited resources 
to spend in law enforcement. It is not 
productive in keeping communities 
safe, and as we have seen around the 
country, it can be deadly. We need to 
do more in this area. 

I have spoken to some of my col-
leagues about some of the sentencing 
guidelines we have in this country. 
They are certainly discriminatory 
against certain communities in Amer-
ica. We need to take a look at our 
criminal justice system and at the sen-
tencing guidelines to recognize that if 
a person is of a certain race or a cer-
tain religion or ethnic background, 
that person is much more likely to end 
up in prison today, even though the in-
cidents of the violations of the law are 
no different in their community than 
in other communities in this country. 
We have to deal with it. This country 
has to deal with that. 

Lastly, I have introduced legislation 
that would restore voting privileges for 
those who have completed their prison 
sentences, and we need to pass it. I 
know I have support on both sides of 
the aisle. We had a vote on that not too 
long ago, where we had almost a major-
ity willing to move forward. I hope we 

can come to an agreement. I remember 
the opposition said it is the wrong bill. 
Well, let’s get a bill that is the right 
bill to restore voting privileges to 
those who complete their sentences. 

They can then again become a part of 
the community. They know we believe 
they have a future. They should be able 
to serve on our juries. There is not a 
person who is serving in the U.S. Sen-
ate who didn’t have a second chance 
sometime in their life. All of us need a 
second chance. We can’t give up on peo-
ple. I think the experiences we have 
seen in Baltimore and around the rest 
of the country indicate that we all 
have a stake in rebuilding and giving 
opportunities to every person in our 
community. 

I talked about rebuilding and dealing 
with the core issues that led up to the 
violence in Baltimore. There was a let-
ter written to the Baltimore Sun this 
week that said we need a Marshall Plan 
for America’s cities. That sort of 
struck me because I thought back to 
World War II, when Europe was burn-
ing and the United States came to the 
rescue of Europe and put out the fire. 
But we didn’t stop there. We then 
planted the seeds for the rebuilding of 
Europe. We were not alone. Other coun-
tries helped us, the private community 
helped us, businesses helped us, and 
Europe was rebuilt. 

So it is not enough just to restore 
public order on the streets of Balti-
more. We have to rebuild in a way that 
we give opportunities for jobs for all 
the people in the community. We 
talked about what is going to happen 
this summer. Will there be summer 
jobs for our young people? Will we have 
permanent jobs for them? We have to 
work on that. 

We have to work on rebuilding. We 
can do this. We have come together in 
the past. We are the strongest country 
in the world. The United States has 
been there to help people around the 
world. We said we would pursue efforts 
about ending HIV/AIDS under Presi-
dent Reagan, and the PEPFAR Pro-
gram has changed the dynamics around 
the world on the spread of HIV/AIDS. It 
is time we used that energy here in 
America to help the people of this 
country. 

So I hope we will all come together 
and look at the core problems and help 
rebuild America. It is appropriate that 
we talk about it the day after we 
passed our budget. I hope, as we get to 
the individual appropriations bills, 
that we understand the Federal Gov-
ernment, in partnership with the pri-
vate sector, in partnership with State 
and local governments, can do a better 
job. 

Today, Secretary Perez, the Sec-
retary of Labor, is going to be in Balti-
more meeting with local officials to 
figure out how the Federal Government 
can partner with us to provide re-
sources to energize the private sector, 
to energize the rebirth of Baltimore. I 
heard a request from groups I met with 
about the new markets tax credit. We 
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need to extend those types of credits 
that can make a difference in our 
urban centers. I visited with Pastor 
Hickman whose church was torched— 
the senior housing project next door to 
his church was on fire last Monday 
night. He is rebuilding that senior 
housing project, but he clearly knows 
he needs partners from the Federal 
Government. 

We can do a better job. I urge my col-
leagues to understand we can do this. 
We must do this. We must rebuild our 
cities and our communities for a better 
Baltimore and for the betterment of 
America’s future. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 1191, which 
the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1191) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure that emer-
gency services volunteers are not taken into 
account as employees under the shared re-
sponsibility requirements contained in the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

Pending: 
Corker/Cardin amendment No. 1140, in the 

nature of a substitute. 
Corker/Cardin amendment No. 1179 (to 

amendment No. 1140), to require submission 
of all Persian text included in the agree-
ment. 

Blunt amendment No. 1155 (to amendment 
No. 1140), to extend the requirement for an-
nual Department of Defense reports on the 
military power of Iran. 

Vitter modified amendment No. 1186 (to 
amendment No. 1179), to require an assess-
ment of inadequacies in the international 
monitoring and verification system as they 
relate to a nuclear agreement with Iran. 

Cotton amendment No. 1197 (to the lan-
guage proposed to be stricken by amendment 
No. 1140), of a perfecting nature. 

Cotton (for Rubio) amendment No. 1198 (to 
amendment No. 1197), to require a certifi-
cation that Iran’s leaders have publically ac-
cepted Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish 
state. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

ENSURING TAX EXEMPT ORGANI-
ZATIONS THE RIGHT TO APPEAL 
ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to proceed to Calendar No. 58, 

H.R. 1314, the bill we will use for trade 
promotion authority. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 58, H.R. 
1314, a bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to provide for a right to an ad-
ministrative appeal relating to adverse de-
terminations of tax-exempt status of certain 
organizations. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

(Mr. SULLIVAN assumed the Chair.) 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
ERNST). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, as 

were most Americans, I was very dis-
turbed by the scenes from Baltimore 
that unfolded on our TV sets across 
America—a place not too far away 
from here—during the last couple of 
weeks. The whole idea of a young man 
dying in police custody, followed by 
the confrontations with police and the 
looting and burning of innocent minor-
ity-owned businesses in their own 
neighborhoods—these are all scenes we 
would expect perhaps in other coun-
tries, somewhere else around the world, 
but certainly not here at home. But 
that is what we saw and not just last 
week but also last summer in Fer-
guson, MO. 

So the question arises: What can we 
do? What can we do about it? What can 
we do as individual citizens? What can 
we do as parents? What can we do as 
neighbors? And then: What can we do 
as Members of the U.S. Congress? Per-
haps more fundamentally, how can we 
as a nation unite to address injustice 
when it occurs? What steps can we take 
today to help the diverse fabric of this 
great Nation mend for future genera-
tions? 

As I indicated, I am somewhat skep-
tical that Washington, DC, and par-
ticularly the U.S. Congress, can wave a 
magic wand and solve these problems. 
A lot of this is going to have to be 
worked out at the local level by com-
munities, by families, by houses of 
faith, and by civic organizations as 
well. Obviously, they are closest to the 
situation. But the Federal Government 
does, I believe, have a role to play that 
I will speak about in just a moment. I 
will just conclude in speaking about 
Baltimore by saying that our prayers, I 
know, are with those involved, and I 
know they are carefully considering 
how best to move forward and heal as 
well. But we are doing a great dis-
service to ourselves and to everyone 
else so clearly frustrated by the status 
quo if we isolate Baltimore or Fer-
guson as just individual instances of 

civil unrest and if we don’t step back 
and see how they fit into the broader 
issue of our entire criminal justice sys-
tem. 

I sometimes call myself a recovering 
judge. I was a district judge for 6 years, 
which is our main trial court in Texas, 
and I was on the Texas Supreme Court 
for 7 years after that. I also served as 
attorney general. I mention all of that 
just to say that I have had some expo-
sure in my professional life and in my 
adult life with our criminal justice sys-
tem. I have seen how it should work, 
and I have seen areas where we need to 
get to work to reform what is broken. 

I believe Congress can and must play 
a role—even a small role; I say small 
but in a significant way—by correcting 
injustice where we can and making it 
less likely that situations such as 
those we have seen in Ferguson or Bal-
timore are repeated. While we cannot 
singlehandedly fix broken families or 
broken communities or deal with situa-
tions at the local level around the 
country, we can contribute to efforts 
to remedy the basic instability of those 
communities and particularly we can 
start to make real progress in our 
criminal justice system to lessen the 
burden on those communities that are 
struggling with these issues. 

I know the chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Senator 
GRASSLEY, is committed to doing what 
he can, through the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to pursue criminal justice 
reform. I am happy to say that under 
the leadership of Senator GRASSLEY, 
many efforts are already underway to 
consider how we can do a better job of 
rehabilitating offenders, increase pub-
lic safety, save taxpayers some money, 
and help rebuild that all-important re-
lationship between law enforcement 
and local communities. 

One example of how we are doing 
that is a piece of legislation I intro-
duced in February with the junior Sen-
ator from Rhode Island, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, called the CORRECTIONS Act, 
which stands for the Corrections Over-
sight, Recidivism Reduction, and 
Eliminating Costs for Taxpayers In Our 
National System Act. That is why we 
call it CORRECTIONS, because that is 
such a long title, but I think it says a 
lot about what we are trying to 
achieve. 

With about 30 percent of the Depart-
ment of Justice budget spent on de-
taining Federal inmates and the costs 
of Federal prisons skyrocketing, this 
bill would actually take a number of 
constructive steps to reform our Fed-
eral prison system and would also 
make better use of taxpayers’ money. 

For example, the CORRECTIONS Act 
would allow eligible offenders—mainly 
low-risk or medium-risk offenders; cer-
tainly not high-risk offenders—to earn 
additional days of good time credit by 
participating in programs that will 
help equip them for life outside of pris-
on. Texas is sometimes considered a 
tough-on-crime State, and that is true. 
After awhile, though, we realized we 
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