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month waiting period for Medicare eli-
gibility for individuals disabled by 
Huntington’s Disease. 

S. 970 

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
970, a bill to allow more small insured 
depository institutions to qualify for 
the 18-month on-site examination 
cycle, and for other purposes. 

S. 979 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
979, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to repeal the requirement 
for reduction of survivor annuities 
under the Survivor Benefit Plan by 
veterans’ dependency and indemnity 
compensation, and for other purposes. 

S. 1049 

At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1049, a bill to allow the financing by 
United States persons of sales of agri-
cultural commodities to Cuba. 

S. 1062 

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1062, a bill to improve the Fed-
eral Pell Grant program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1135 

At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
the names of the Senator from Arkan-
sas (Mr. COTTON), the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL) 
and the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 1135, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
fairness in hospital payments under 
the Medicare program. 

S. 1140 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER), the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. CRAPO), the Senator from Arkan-
sas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), the Senator from 
Arkansas (Mr. COTTON), the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) and the 
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1140, a 
bill to require the Secretary of the 
Army and the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency to pro-
pose a regulation revising the defini-
tion of the term ‘‘waters of the United 
States’’ , and for other purposes. 

S. 1170 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1170, a bill to amend title 39, 
United States Code, to extend the au-
thority of the United States Postal 
Service to issue a semipostal to raise 
funds for breast cancer research, and 
for other purposes. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, and Mr. WARNER): 

S. 1195. A bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to update report-
ing requirements for institutions of 
higher education and provide for more 
accurate and complete data on student 
retention, graduation, and earnings 
outcomes at all levels of postsecondary 
enrollment; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, when my 
colleagues and I went to college, things 
were a lot different. Our colleagues 
took out loans, but those loans were 
manageable, and there were jobs wait-
ing after graduation. Today, too often, 
that is simply not the case. In fact, the 
majority of students today will leave 
school weighed down with an average 
of more than $31,000 in debt. 

Investment in higher education is an 
economic imperative. Education is the 
great equalizer. It enables upward eco-
nomic mobility and breaks down class 
structures. A highly skilled and edu-
cated workforce is the basis for any 
healthy economy. It is the foundation 
of our country’s future. 

In nearly every financial decision 
Americans make, individuals and fami-
lies try to evaluate the economic value 
of that decision. Like prospective 
homebuyers who inspect and assess the 
potential value of their future home, 
students should be able to compare col-
leges and programs based on what the 
likely return on their investment will 
be. 

Our capital markets work best when 
there is transparency so we can accu-
rately measure the value of what we 
choose to invest in. We saw what hap-
pens when this is not the case with the 
burst of the housing bubble. Parts of 
our economy have yet to recover from 
the mortgage crisis. Misinformed con-
sumers bought a product based on mis-
leading information and, often times, 
fell victim to bad loans offered by pred-
atory lenders. 

Consumers must know what they can 
expect from their investments. Simi-
larly, students are entitled to know the 
value of their education before they 
borrow tens of thousands of dollars 
from banks and the government to fi-
nance their future. 

Right now, consumers don’t have this 
information. It is unavailable to stu-
dents and families who are making 
critical decisions that will impact not 
only their future—both their financial 
future and career path—but also the 
collective future of our country. That 
is why today, Senator RUBIO, Senator 
WARNER and I are introducing an up-
dated version of the Student Right to 
Know Before You Go Act which will 
help inform consumers and prevent 
market failures. 

This proposal would ensure future 
students and their families can make 
well-informed decisions by creating a 
market in which specific schools and 

specific programs can be evaluated 
based on the average annual earnings 
and employment outcomes of grad-
uates; rates of remedial enrollment and 
success of students that participate in 
remedial education; the percent of stu-
dents that receive Federal, State, and 
institutional grant aid or loans by 
source; the average amount of total 
Federal loan debt of students upon 
graduation; the average amount of 
total Federal loan debt for students 
that do not complete a program; trans-
fer success rates; and rates at which 
students continue on to higher levels of 
education. 

The Department of Education has 
created a College Scorecard which is a 
step in the right direction. The Score-
card, however, does not fully capture 
any of the metrics outlined above. The 
Wyden-Rubio-Warner bill generates 
this critical information. 

Markets fail when there is too little 
information and until now, it has been 
impossible to collect this data in a 
cost-effective way while ensuring stu-
dent privacy. 

This proposal makes it possible to se-
cure a return on investment—for stu-
dents, parents, policymakers, and tax-
payers—while creating a workforce 
that meets the demands of today’s 
businesses and ensures that American 
workers can successfully compete in 
the global economy. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 167—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE COU-
RAGEOUS WORK AND LIFE OF 
ARGENTINIAN PROSECUTOR 
ALBERTO NISMAN, AND CALLING 
FOR A SWIFT AND TRANS-
PARENT INVESTIGATION INTO 
HIS TRAGIC DEATH IN BUENOS 
AIRES ON JANUARY 18, 2015 
Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. KIRK) 

submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 167 

Whereas the bombing of the Argentine 
Israelite Mutual Association (AMIA) in Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina, on July 18, 1994, killed 
85 people and wounded more than 300; 

Whereas the AMIA bombing case has been 
marked by judicial misconduct, and the in-
vestigation had reached an impasse in 2004; 

Whereas, in September 2004, Alberto 
Nisman was appointed as the Special Pros-
ecutor in charge of the 1994 AMIA bombing 
investigation; 

Whereas, on October 25, 2006, Argentine 
prosecutors Alberto Nisman and Marcelo 
Martı́nez Burgos formally accused the Gov-
ernment of Iran of directing the bombing, 
and the Hezbollah militia of carrying it out; 

Whereas Ibrahim Hussain Berro, a member 
of the terrorist group Hezbollah, was identi-
fied as the AMIA bomber; 

Whereas Iranians Ali Fallahijan (former 
Iranian Intelligence Minster), Mohsen 
Rabbani (former Iranian cultural attaché), 
Ahmad Reza Asghari (former Iranian Dip-
lomat), Ahmad Vahidi (former Iranian Min-
ister of Defense), Ali Akbar Velayati (former 
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Iranian Foreign Minister), Mohsen Rezaee 
(former Chief Commander of the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards Corps), and Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani (former President of 
Iran) were named as the Iranian suspects in 
the bombing; 

Whereas Imad Fayez Moughnieh (former 
head of Hezbollah’s external security) was 
named as a suspect in the bombing; 

Whereas, in November 2007, Interpol voted 
to put 5 Iranian and 1 Lebanese suspect in 
the 1994 AMIA attack on its most wanted 
list; 

Whereas, in 2007, a Guyanese man, Abdul 
Kadir, plotted to blow up JFK airport in New 
York and was, according to Mr. Nisman, ‘‘the 
most important Iranian agent’’ in Guyana 
and influenced by Mohsen Rabbani; 

Whereas there are countries in Latin 
America, especially the group known as the 
Bolivarian Alliance (ALBA), that actively 
cooperate with the Government of Iran and 
maintain special relations with the Islamic 
Republic at various levels; 

Whereas Iranians and other citizens from 
the Middle East have received passports 
from Venezuela or purchased them in other 
countries of the region associated with 
ALBA countries; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has alleg-
edly purchased uranium from Venezuela and 
Bolivia; 

Whereas Hezbollah, Iran’s proxy, cooper-
ates with drug cartels in Latin America; 

Whereas, in January of 2013, the Argen-
tinian agreement with Iran set up a ‘‘truth 
commission’’ to investigate who was ‘‘real-
ly’’ responsible for the bombing, despite the 
fact that Iran remains the main suspect in 
such attack; 

Whereas Alberto Nisman was invited to 
testify before Congress in February 2013, but 
was prevented by the Government of Argen-
tina, who denied him permission to travel to 
Washington, DC, to testify; 

Whereas, in May 2013, Prosecutor Alberto 
Nisman published a 500-page indictment ac-
cusing Iran of establishing terrorist net-
works throughout Latin America, including 
in Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, 
Chile, Colombia, Guyana, Trinidad and To-
bago, and Suriname, dating back to the 
1980s; 

Whereas, on January 13, 2015, Alberto 
Nisman alleged in a complaint that Argen-
tinian President Cristina Fernandez de 
Kirchner and Minister of Foreign Relations 
Héctor Timerman conspired to cover up Ira-
nian involvement in the 1994 terrorist bomb-
ing, and reportedly agreed to negotiate im-
munity for Iranian suspects and help get 
their names removed from the Interpol list; 

Whereas Alberto Nisman alleged that Ira-
nian oil was to flow to Argentina in ex-
change for Iran to purchase large quantities 
of Argentine grain and had evidence that re-
portedly included wire-taps of phone calls 
‘‘between people close to Mrs. Kirchner’’ and 
a number of Iranians, including Mr. Rabbani, 
the Iranian diplomat; 

Whereas Alberto Nisman was scheduled to 
present his new findings to the Argentinian 
Congress on January 19, 2015; 

Whereas Alberto Nisman was found shot in 
the head in his apartment located in Buenos 
Aires on January 18, 2015; 

Whereas, Diego Lagomarsino, the prosecu-
tor’s office employee who last saw Alberto 
Nisman alive and had provided Mr. Nisman 
with the revolver that was found at Mr. 
Nisman’s residence, stated that Mr. Nisman 
had told him that ‘‘it [the revolver] was for 
security’’ and that the previous day Antonio 
Jaimie Stiusso (former head of Argentina’s 
Intelligence service) had called, warning him 
to ‘‘take care of his [Nisman’s] security de-
tail and his daughters’ safety’’; 

Whereas officials of the Government of Ar-
gentina continue to discredit Mr. Nisman, 
attempting to ruin his reputation; 

Whereas the President of Argentina con-
tinues to raise unfounded hypotheses with 
regard to Mr. Nisman’s findings, including 
imaginary conspiracies she has suggested 
were orchestrated by United States hedge 
funds and other entities she considers ‘‘hos-
tile’’ to the President of Argentina; 

Whereas an Argentinean Federal court dis-
missed Nisman’s findings against the presi-
dent and other officials and later the accusa-
tions were dropped by Javier De Luca, an-
other Federal prosecutor; 

Whereas that move has raised questions in 
Argentina about the objectivity of Mr. De 
Luca, given his closeness to a group of Ms. 
Kirchner’s supporters; 

Whereas the ongoing official investigation 
into Alberto Nisman’s death has yet to de-
termine 2 months later whether his death is 
a suicide or a homicide; 

Whereas an independent investigation 
launched by Alberto Nisman’s family has re-
leased its own report by forensic experts and 
forensic pathologists showing that Mr. 
Nisman’s death was not an accident or sui-
cide, including claims that ‘‘the prosecutor 
had been shot in the back of the head’’, that 
‘‘no gun powder residue was found on his 
hands’’, and that ‘‘Mr. Nisman’s body had 
been moved to the bathroom once he was 
shot’’; and 

Whereas no one has been brought to justice 
for the death of Alberto Nisman, nor have 
any of the named Iranian suspects for the 
AMIA bombing: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) offers its sincerest condolences to the 

family of Argentinian prosecutor Alberto 
Nisman; 

(2) recognizes Alberto Nisman’s courageous 
work in dedicating his life to the investiga-
tion of the bombing of the Argentine 
Israelite Mutual Association (AMIA) in Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina, which killed 85 people 
and wounded more than 300; 

(3) calls for a swift, transparent, and inter-
nationally backed investigation into Alberto 
Nisman’s tragic death; 

(4) encourages the public release of the re-
sults of the investigation, including the fo-
rensic and pathological reports by the gov-
ernment, which would show whether Alberto 
Nisman took his own life, or if his death is 
a homicide; 

(5) urges the President to directly offer 
United States technical assistance to the 
Government of Argentina in solving the 
death of Alberto Nisman, as well as the on-
going investigation of the AMIA bombing; 

(6) expresses serious concern about Iran’s 
terrorist network in Argentina, the United 
States, and all of the Western Hemisphere, 
mindful of the findings of Mr. Nisman’s in-
vestigation and reports on this matter, and 
encourages continued investigations of Ira-
nian terrorist networks based on his work; 

(7) urges an independent investigation into 
the findings of Mr. Nisman regarding the 
events that led to the memorandum signed 
between Argentina and Iran; 

(8) likewise expresses serious concerns 
about attempts by President Cristina 
Kirchner and her government to discredit 
Mr. Nisman and raise unfounded hypotheses 
on Mr. Nisman’s findings and death findings 
while the work of the courts on this matter 
still continues; and 

(9) urges the President of the United States 
to continue to monitor Iran’s activities in 
Latin America and the Caribbean as it is 
mandated by the Countering Iran in the 
Western Hemisphere Act of 2012 (Public Law 
112–220). 

SENATE RESOLUTION 168—RECOG-
NIZING NATIONAL FOSTER CARE 
MONTH AN AS OPPORTUNITY TO 
RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE 
CHALLENGES OF CHILDREN IN 
THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM, AND 
ENCOURAGING CONGRESS TO IM-
PLEMENT POLICY TO IMPROVE 
THE LIVES OF CHILDREN IN THE 
FOSTER CARE SYSTEM 
Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Ms. 

STABENOW, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. KAINE, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. BLUNT) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions: 

S. RES. 168 
Whereas National Foster Care Month was 

established more than 20 years ago— 
(1) to bring foster care issues to the fore-

front of public consciousness; 
(2) to highlight the importance of perma-

nency for every child; and 
(3) to recognize the essential role that fos-

ter parents, social workers, and advocates 
have in the lives of children in foster care 
throughout the United States; 

Whereas all children deserve a safe, loving, 
and permanent home; 

Whereas the primary goal of the foster 
care system is to ensure the safety and well- 
being of children while working to provide a 
safe, loving, and permanent home for each 
child; 

Whereas approximately 400,000 children are 
living in foster care; 

Whereas nearly 255,000 youth entered the 
foster care system in 2013, while more than 
101,000 youth were eligible for and awaiting 
adoption at the end of 2013; 

Whereas children of minority races and 
ethnicities are more likely to stay in the fos-
ter care system for longer periods of time 
and are less likely to be reunited with their 
biological families; 

Whereas foster parents— 
(1) are the front-line caregivers for chil-

dren who cannot safely remain with their bi-
ological parents; 

(2) provide physical care, emotional sup-
port, and education advocacy to the children 
in their care; and 

(3) are the largest single source of families 
providing permanent homes for children 
transitioning from foster care to adoption; 

Whereas children in foster care who are 
placed with relatives, compared to children 
placed with nonrelatives, have more sta-
bility, including fewer changes in place-
ments, have more positive perceptions of 
their placements, are more likely to be 
placed with their siblings, and demonstrate 
fewer behavioral problems; 

Whereas some relative caregivers receive 
less financial assistance and support services 
than foster caregivers; 

Whereas children in foster care are 4 times 
more likely to receive psychotropic medica-
tions than children enrolled in Medicaid 
overall; 

Whereas youth in foster care are much 
more likely to face educational instability, 
with 65 percent of former foster children ex-
periencing at least 7 school changes while in 
foster care; 

Whereas an increased emphasis on preven-
tion and reunification services is necessary 
to reduce the number of children who are 
forced to remain in the foster care system; 

Whereas more than 23,000 youth ‘‘age out’’ 
of foster care annually without a legal per-
manent connection to an adult or family; 

Whereas the number of youth who age out 
of foster care has increased during the past 
decade; 
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