S2600

S. 621, a bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to en-
sure the safety and effectiveness of
medically important antimicrobials
approved for use in the prevention and
control of animal diseases, in order to
minimize the development of anti-
biotic-resistant bacteria.
S. 624

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 624, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
waive coinsurance under Medicare for
colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-
vention is required during the screen-
ing.

S. 689

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 689, a bill to
provide protections for certain sports
medicine professionals who provide
certain medical services in a secondary
State.

s. 1

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 711, a bill to amend section
520J of the Public Service Health Act
to authorize grants for mental health
first aid training programs.

S. 746

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNGg) was added as a cosponsor of S.
746, a bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a Commission to Accelerate
the End of Breast Cancer.

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 746, supra.

S. 780

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 780, a bill to permit the tele-
vising of Supreme Court proceedings.

S. 799

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the names of the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE), the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 799, a bill to combat the rise of
prenatal opioid abuse and neonatal ab-
stinence syndrome.

S. 843

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 843, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to count a pe-
riod of receipt of outpatient observa-
tion services in a hospital toward satis-
fying the 3-day inpatient hospital re-
quirement for coverage of skilled nurs-
ing facility services under Medicare.
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S. 862
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 862, a bill to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to
provide more effective remedies to vic-
tims of discrimination in the payment
of wages on the basis of sex, and for
other purposes.
S. 876
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 876, a bill to amend the
Commodity Exchange Act to specify
how clearing requirements apply to
certain affiliate transactions.
S. 962
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Delaware (Mr.
CooNs) was added as a cosponsor of S.
962, a bill to extend the same Federal
benefits to law enforcement officers
serving private institutions of higher
education and rail carriers that apply
to law enforcement officers serving
units of State and local government.
S. 993
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 993, a bill to increase public safety
by facilitating collaboration among
the criminal justice, juvenile justice,
veterans treatment services, mental
health treatment, and substance abuse
systems.
S. 1002
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names
of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH)
and the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT) were added as cosponsors of S.
1002, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for colle-
giate housing and infrastructure
grants.
S. 1049
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1049, a bill to allow the financing by
United States persons of sales of agri-
cultural commodities to Cuba.
S. 1073
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1073, a bill to amend the
Improper Payments Elimination and
Recovery Improvement Act of 2012, in-
cluding making changes to the Do Not
Pay initiative, for improved detection,
prevention, and recovery of improper
payments to deceased individuals, and
for other purposes.
S. 1181
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1131, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
duce the incidence of diabetes among
Medicare beneficiaries, and for other
purposes.
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S. 1170

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1170, a bill to amend title 39, United
States Code, to extend the authority of
the United States Postal Service to
issue a semipostal to raise funds for
breast cancer research, and for other
purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself
and Mr. PAUL):

S. 1179. A bill to exempt the aging
process of distilled spirits from the pro-
duction period for purposes of capital-
ization of interest costs; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
past Saturday, May 2, saw the running
of the 141st Kentucky Derby, the most
exciting 2 minutes in sports. Derby day
is a cause for celebration across the
State and derby celebrations often fea-
ture Kentucky’s native spirit of bour-
bon. Bourbon is a key ingredient in the
legendary Mint Julep, the official
drink of the derby. Fittingly, today
marks the 51st anniversary of the
original congressional bourbon resolu-
tion that designated bourbon as a dis-
tinctive product of America.

Kentucky is the birthplace of bour-
bon. The drink is named for Bourbon
County, KY, where the product first
emerged, and today Kentucky produces
95 percent of the world’s supply. The
bourbon industry generates 15,400 jobs
with an annual payroll of $707 million
statewide. It is a $3 billion industry in
Kentucky and a vital part of the
State’s tourism and economy. Simply
put, the bourbon industry is a signa-
ture industry for the Commonwealth of
Kentucky.

That is why the legislation I intro-
duce today is so important. I rise to in-
troduce the Advancing Growth in the
Economy through Distilled Spirits Act,
or the AGED Spirits Act. Cosponsored
by my friend Senator RAND PAUL, it
will correct a provision in the tax code
to ensure that Kentucky’s bourbon pro-
ducers are no longer at a disadvantage
with their global competitors.

Under current law, unlike most other
spirits, bourbon, and whiskey pro-
ducers in America must capitalize the
interest expense incurred to finance in-
ventories, and it is not deductible until
the product is sold, which could be as
long as 23 years after a lengthy aging
process.

In the United Kingdom, however, all
spirit producers are permitted to de-
duct interest expense the year it is cap-
italized. This discrepancy is harmful to
American makers of distilled spirits as
it contributes to increased costs that
directly create a competitive disadvan-
tage for American products in the glob-
al marketplace.

My bill would fix this discrepancy by
permitting American bourbon and
whiskey producers to deduct interest
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expense associated with production in
the year it is paid by exempting the
natural aging process in the determina-
tion of the production period for dis-
tilled spirits. This legislation will not
only put Kentucky’s bourbon industry
on a level playing field with its global
competitors, it is also a pro-growth
measure that will help provide a boost
to our economy and help create jobs in
Kentucky.

Making this change in law is a mat-
ter of common sense. The situation
under current law, where American
bourbon and whiskey producers are not
allowed to deduct the expenses related
to storing and aging their product
until it is bottled and sold, is akin to a
homeowner not being able to deduct
the interest on a home mortgage until
the sale of the house.

Over the last several years, high-end
premium American bourbons and whis-
keys have enjoyed significant growth
in volume both here in the U.S. and in
international markets. Bourbon pro-
duction has increased more than 150
percent since 1999. Given equitable tax
treatment, American bourbon and
whiskey products, as well as related
jobs, could grow even more. Finally,
this problem reveals just one of the
many flaws in our Nation’s broken tax
code, which ultimately needs to be
comprehensively reformed to promote
even greater job creation and economic
growth in our country.

So I hope my colleagues will join me
in advancing growth in Kentucky’s and
America’s economy by leveling the tax
playing field for America’s distilled
spirits. Fifty-one years after its official
recognition, bourbon is responsibly en-
joyed by adults all over the world, and
not just on Derby Day. The industry
has grown and thrived, and I am sure it
will continue to do so. I want to thank
and congratulate all the hard-working
Kentuckians who have contributed to
building our State’s vibrant bourbon
industry.

I urge my colleagues to support the
AGED Spirits Act, and I look forward
to its swift passage.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1179

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Advancing
Growth in the Economy through Distilled
Spirits Act” or the “AGED Spirits Act”’.

SEC. 2. PRODUCTION PERIOD OF DISTILLED
SPIRITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 263A(f) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (), and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:
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‘‘(4) EXEMPTION FOR AGING PROCESS OF DIS-
TILLED SPIRITS.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the production period shall not in-
clude the aging period for distilled spirits (as
described in section 5002(a)(8)).”".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to the pro-
duction of distilled spirits that begins on or
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and
Mr. HOEVEN):

S. 1186. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
Move America bonds and to allow such
bonds to be converted into tax credits
to support public-private partnerships;
to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, modern
transportation infrastructure is a crit-
ical building block to ensure that the
U.S. economy is in a position for long
term growth and prosperity. It creates
jobs, draws investment and supports
overall global competitiveness. With
the deadline for the Highway Trust
Fund reauthorization looming just a
month away, we are faced with the re-
ality that our crumbling transpor-
tation systems simply are not up to
the job.

Our aging infrastructure impacts ev-
eryone. Every day, Americans leave
their homes to commute to work or
school only to be faced with more than
just snarled traffic, but roads in dire
need of repair. More than one-fifth of
U.S. roads are in poor condition, with
nearly one-half trillion dollars in need-
ed repairs across the country over the
next decade.

U.S. ports, a critical economic door-
way, are struggling under the weight of
increased cargo traffic, leading to con-
gestion and slowing exports. They now
require nearly $30 billion in landside
investment alone to keep up with the
general demands they are under. Our
national infrastructure is in a clear
state of decline, demanding $3.6 trillion
in total investment by 2020, according
to the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers.

For one of the largest economies in
the world known for its strength and
leadership, we are falling behind other
countries. Our infrastructure spending
has continued to decline since 1960. It
is now at less than two percent of GDP
annually. That falls behind China’s
nine percent and Europe’s five. Mean-
while, our population continues to
grow, placing new demands on our
aging transportation system.

How do we get back on track and
safeguard the health of our transpor-
tation infrastructure? The first step is
for Congress to ensure the solvency of
the trust funds for highways, transit,
airports, ports, and waterways. Critical
infrastructure projects demand long
term planning and certainty, not a
continual cycle of start-stop efforts.
We must aim for a long-term, bipar-
tisan solution so that every year states
don’t have to put projects on hold for
fear of running out of funds.
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Second, its time Congress looked be-
yond Washington and bring the private
sector to the table to spur new financ-
ing partnerships that support our in-
frastructure needs.

There is an untapped opportunity
here: Standard and Poor’s estimates
that private investors could provide
more than $100 billion in infrastructure
investment each year. Public-private
partnerships, P3s, are unique in that
they offer upfront capital financing,
along with the transfer of risk to the
private partner, allowing for more effi-
cient project design, construction and
maintenance. P3s have been successful
in the U.S., as well as other countries
around the world.

Recognizing this pressing need and
opportunity, today Senator HOEVEN
and I are introducing the Move Amer-
ica program. Move America is designed
to strengthen our transportation sys-
tem by making it easier for the states
to put together P3s and draw private
investment. This unique, bipartisan
driven proposal complements federal
funding efforts, by creating cheaper
and more effective financing tools to
expand investment in roads, bridges,
transit, ports, rail, and airports.

Move America expands tax exempt
private activity bonds and creates a
new infrastructure tax credit, giving
stakeholders significant flexibility to
pursue infrastructure projects that are
badly needed in states and localities.
And these tools are available for use
regardless of who owns the project—
government or private groups—making
financing, management, and leasing ar-
rangements much simpler. The bonds
also exempt the interest income from
the alternative minimum tax, making
it an attractive proposal to investors.

For states that are hesitant to issue
more debt, or that are looking to lever-
age more private equity, Move America
credits would be available for the state
to attract equity investors for infra-
structure projects. The credits are
available to the extent there is at least
twice as much private investment in
the project. This one-to-one match
leverages additional equity investment
at a lower cost to states and cities,
lowering their capital costs or allowing
them to reduce tolls or other revenues
required for the project.

Critical transportation projects come
to life in less time and at less cost to
taxpayers. Americans can travel on
safer footing. The private sector finds a
new investment opportunity.

Strengthening our country’s trans-
portation infrastructure shouldn’t be a
political issue. It is time we come to-
gether and create a path to move
America forward and build the 21st
century infrastructure that our coun-
try deserves.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 166—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT DOMESTICALLY
GROWN FLOWERS SUPPORT THE
FARMERS, SMALL BUSINESSES,
JOBS, AND ECONOMY OF THE
UNITED STATES, ENHANCE THE
ABILITY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES TO HONOR
THEIR MOTHERS ON MOTHER’S
DAY, AND THAT THE WHITE
HOUSE SHOULD STRIVE TO
SHOWCASE DOMESTICALLY
GROWN FLOWERS

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mrs.
BOXER, and Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 166

Whereas the people of the United States
have a long history of using flowers and
greens grown in the United States to bring
beauty to important events and express af-
fection for loved ones;

Whereas consumers spend more than
$25,000,000,000 each year on floral products,
including garden plants, bedding, indoor
plants, and cut flowers;

Whereas 30 percent of households in the
United States purchase fresh cut flowers and
greens from more than 16,000 florists and flo-
ral establishments each year;

Whereas the people of the United States in-
creasingly want to support domestically pro-
duced foods and agricultural products, yet 74
percent of the people of the United States do
not know where the flowers they purchase
are grown, and 58 percent would prefer to
buy locally grown flowers given the choice;

Whereas in response to increased demand,
the ‘“‘Certified American Grown Flowers”
logo was created in July 2014, in order to
educate and empower consumers to purchase
flowers from domestic producers;

Whereas as of April 2015, millions of stems
of domestically grown flowers are now Cer-
tified American Grown;

Whereas domestic flower farmers produce
thousands of varieties of flowers across the
United States, such as peonies in Alaska,
Gerbera daisies in California, lupines in
Maine, tulips in Washington, lilies in Or-
egon, and larkspur in Texas;

Whereas the 5 flower varieties with the
highest United States production are tulips,
Gerbera daisies, lilies, irises, and gladiolas;

Whereas people in every State have access
to domestically grown flowers, yet only 1 of
5 flowers sold in the United States is domes-
tically grown;

Whereas the domestic cut flower industry
creates almost $42,000,000 in economic impact
daily and supports hundreds of growers,
thousands of small businesses, and tens of
thousands of jobs in the United States;

Whereas more people in the United States
are expressing interest in growing flowers lo-
cally, which has resulted in an approxi-
mately 20 percent increase in the number of
domestic cut flower farms since 2007;

Whereas most domestic cut flowers and
greens are sold in the United States within
24 to 48 hours after harvest and last longer
than flowers shipped longer distances;

Whereas in 2014, President Barack Obama
and First Lady Michelle Obama highlighted
their support for domestically grown flowers
at the White House State Dinner with
French President Frangois Hollande, the
only White House State Dinner that year;

Whereas the 2014 White House State Dinner
featured quince branch from Mississippi,
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weeping willow from New Jersey, Scotch
broom from Virginia, iris from California,
and alocasia, equisetum, nandina, and green
liriope from Florida;

Whereas flower-giving has been a holiday
tradition in the United States for genera-
tions;

Whereas Mother’s Day and Valentine’s Day
are 2 of the 3 top flower-giving holidays in
the United States;

Whereas 38 percent of the people in the
United States, spending  more than
$2,000,000,000, buy flowers on Valentine’s Day;
and

Whereas flowers are even more popular on
Mother’s Day than on Valentine’s Day, and
in 2014, 25 of people in the United States cele-
brating Mother’s Day purchased flowers,
spending more than $2,300,000,000: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) purchasing flowers grown in the United
States supports the farmers, small busi-
nesses, jobs, and economy of the United
States;

(2) flowers and greens grown in the United
States are a vital and integral part of the ag-
ricultural industry of the United States;

(3) flowers grown in the United States en-
hance the ability of Americans to honor
their mothers on Mother’s Day; and

(4) the White House should strive to show-
case flowers and greens grown in the United
States to show support for the flower breed-
ers, farmers, processors, and distributors of
the United States.

———————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 15—COMMEMORATING THE
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1915
PANAMA-CALIFORNIA EXPO-
SITION AND THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF BALBOA PARK IN SAN
DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mrs. BOXER) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources:

S. CoN. RES. 15

Whereas in 1868, San Diego civic leaders set
aside 1,400 acres of land, which became
known as City Park;

Whereas in 1910, in preparation for the
Panama-California Exposition hosted by San
Diego, that park was named ‘‘Balboa Park”
in honor of Spanish-born Vasco Nunez de
Balboa, the first European to see the Pacific
Ocean while exploring in present-day Pan-
ama;

Whereas the 1915-1916 Panama-California
Exposition commemorated the opening of
the Panama Canal and was the first of two
expositions that added to Balboa Park’s dra-
matic architecture;

Whereas in 1914, John D. and Adolph
Spreckels donated the Spreckels Organ, one
of the world’s largest outdoor pipe organs, to
the City of San Diego for the Panama-Cali-
fornia Exposition, and this unique organ con-
tains 4,530 pipes ranging in length from the
size of a pencil to 32 feet and is housed in an
ornate vaulted structure with highly embel-
lished gables;

Whereas the San Diego Zoo was established
in Balboa Park at the close of the Exposition
in the fall of 1916, when Dr. Harry Wegeforth,
a local physician, conceived the idea of
starting a zoo after hearing the roar of a
lion, one of the few wild animals displayed in
cages at the Exposition, and the Balboa Zoo
is now home to more than 3,700 rare and en-
dangered animals representing over 660 spe-
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cies and subspecies and a prominent botan-
ical collection with more than 700,000 plants—
a world famous conservation organization
where visitors view exotic animals in habitat
environments;

Whereas in 1926, the Fine Arts Gallery of
San Diego, now The San Diego Museum of
Art, opened to the public, and its renowned
holdings include a fine selection of European
old masters, 19th and 20th-century American
art, an encyclopedic Asian collection, and
growing collections of contemporary and
Latin American art;

Whereas in 1933, the San Diego Natural
History Museum opened within the park and
is housed in a building created with Works
Project Administration assistance;

Whereas in 1935-1936, Balboa Park hosted
its second major exposition, the California
Pacific International Exposition, which
helped boost the local economy during the
depression and added additional structures
and landscaping, many of which now host
cultural institutions and events;

Whereas the internationally acclaimed,
Tony Award-winning Old Globe, one of the
most esteemed regional theaters in the coun-
try, was founded within Balboa Park in 1935,
and now boasts three unique venues: the his-
toric Old Globe Theatre (built for the 1935 ex-
position and expanded and rebuilt in 1978),
the intimate Sheryl and Harvey White The-
atre, and the outdoor Lowell Davies Festival
Theatre;

Whereas Balboa Park helped support mili-
tary efforts in World War I and World War II,
when most of the buildings on the Central
Mesa became adjuncts to the adjacent Naval
hospital, the House of Hospitality became a
nurses’ dormitory, the Lily Pond became a
rehabilitation pool, and 400 hospital beds
were placed in the San Diego Fine Arts Gal-
lery;

Whereas on December 25, 1946, the Cali-
fornia Tower carillon was installed; whose
chimes are still heard across the park on
every quarter hour;

Whereas in 1978, two devastating fires
struck Balboa Park, resulting in the destruc-
tion of the Electric Building, including the
San Diego Aerospace Museum collection, and
the 1935 Old Globe Theatre, both of which
were rebuilt with private donations;

Whereas in the 1980’s, the San Diego Model
Railroad Museum, the Museum of Photo-
graphic Arts, the San Diego Automotive Mu-
seum and the Veterans Museum and Memo-
rial Center all opened within Balboa Park;

Whereas in the 1990’s, the beautiful Japa-
nese Friendship Garden, the Mingei Inter-
national Museum, the San Diego Art Insti-
tute: Museum of the Living Artist, the
WorldBeat Center, and the Hall of Cham-
pions Sports Museum opened;

Whereas Balboa Park has grown to become
the one of the nation’s largest urban cultural
parks, encompassing more than 1,172 acres,
including 14 formal gardens, and the park is
home to 15 major museums, nearly 100 arts,
education, recreational, social and sports or-

ganizations, renowned performing arts
venues, as well as the world famous San
Diego Zoo;

Whereas Balboa Park celebrates history,
art, music, science, and culture and has been
a city treasure for one century; and

Whereas the 2015 centennial anniversary of
the Panama-California Exposition and the
establishment of Balboa Park is an achieve-
ment of historic proportions for the City of
San Diego, the State of California, and the
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress com-
memorates the 100th anniversary of the Pan-
ama-California Exposition and the founding
of Balboa Park in San Diego, California on
May 9, 2015.
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