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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself and
Mr. PAUL):

S. 1179. A bill to exempt the aging process
of distilled spirits from the production pe-
riod for purposes of capitalization of interest
costs; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and Mrs.
MCCASKILL):

S. 1180. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to modernize the integrated
public alert and warning system of the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. CASSIDY:

S. 1181. A bill to expand the Advanced
Technology Vehicle Manufacturing Program
to include commercial trucks and United
States flagged vessels, to return unspent
funds and loan proceeds to the United States
Treasury to reduce the national debt, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. SCOTT, and Ms. MIKULSKI):

S. 1182. A bill to exempt application of JSA
attribution rule in case of existing agree-
ments; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. HEINRICH):

S. 1183. A bill to increase the participation
of women, girls, and underrepresented mi-
norities in STEM fields, to encourage and
support students from all economic back-
grounds to pursue STEM career opportuni-
ties, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. HEINRICH):

S. 1184. A bill to establish a grant program
to promote the development of career edu-
cation programs in computer science in sec-
ondary and postsecondary education; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. HEINRICH):

S. 1185. A bill to better integrate STEM
education into elementary and secondary in-
struction and curricula, to encourage high-
quality STEM professional development, and
to expand current mathematics and science
education research to include engineering
education; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
HOEVEN):

S. 1186. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for Move Amer-
ica bonds and to allow such bonds to be con-
verted into tax credits to support public-pri-
vate partnerships; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. KIRK):

S. 1187. A bill to improve management of
the National Laboratories, enhance tech-
nology commercialization, facilitate public-
private partnerships, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mrs.
BOXER, and Ms. MURKOWSKI):

S. Res. 166. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that domestically grown
flowers support the farmers, small busi-
nesses, jobs, and economy of the United
States, enhance the ability of the people of
the United States to honor their mothers on
Mother’s Day, and that the White House
should strive to showcase domestically
grown flowers; considered and agreed to.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mrs. BOXER):

S. Con. Res. 15. A concurrent resolution
commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the
1915 Panama-California Exposition and the
establishment of Balboa Park in San Diego,
California; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 125

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
125, a bill to amend title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 to extend the authorization of
the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant
Program through fiscal year 2020, and
for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 125, supra.

S. 141

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 141, a bill to repeal the
provisions of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act providing for
the Independent Payment Advisory
Board.

S. 142

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 142, a bill to require the
Consumer Product Safety Commission
to promulgate a rule to require child
safety packaging for liquid nicotine
containers, and for other purposes.

S. 235

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 235, a bill to provide
for wildfire suppression operations, and
for other purposes.

S. 258

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 258, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to remove
the 96-hour physician certification re-
quirement for inpatient critical access
hospital services.

S. 317

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the

name of the Senator from Vermont
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(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 377, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to increase
access to ambulance services under the
Medicare program and to reform pay-
ments for such services under such pro-
gram, and for other purposes.
S. 431
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 431, a bill to permanently extend
the Internet Tax Freedom Act.
S. 434
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 434, a bill to strengthen the account-
ability of individuals involved in mis-
conduct affecting the integrity of
background investigations, to update
guidelines for security clearances, to
prevent conflicts of interest relating to
contractors providing background in-
vestigation fieldwork services and in-
vestigative support services, and for
other purposes.
S. 439
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 439, a bill to end discrimi-
nation based on actual or perceived
sexual orientation or gender identity
in public schools, and for other pur-
poses.
8. 4m
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the Senator
from California (Mrs. BOXER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 471, a bill to
improve the provision of health care
for women veterans by the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 488
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
488, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to allow physician
assistants, nurse practitioners, and
clinical nurse specialists to supervise
cardiac, intensive cardiac, and pul-
monary rehabilitation programs.
S. 578
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 578, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to ensure more
timely access to home health services
for Medicare beneficiaries under the
Medicare program.
S. 599
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 599, a bill to extend and expand
the Medicaid emergency psychiatric
demonstration project.
S. 621
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
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S. 621, a bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to en-
sure the safety and effectiveness of
medically important antimicrobials
approved for use in the prevention and
control of animal diseases, in order to
minimize the development of anti-
biotic-resistant bacteria.
S. 624

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 624, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
waive coinsurance under Medicare for
colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-
vention is required during the screen-
ing.

S. 689

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 689, a bill to
provide protections for certain sports
medicine professionals who provide
certain medical services in a secondary
State.

s. 1

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 711, a bill to amend section
520J of the Public Service Health Act
to authorize grants for mental health
first aid training programs.

S. 746

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNGg) was added as a cosponsor of S.
746, a bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a Commission to Accelerate
the End of Breast Cancer.

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 746, supra.

S. 780

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 780, a bill to permit the tele-
vising of Supreme Court proceedings.

S. 799

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the names of the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE), the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 799, a bill to combat the rise of
prenatal opioid abuse and neonatal ab-
stinence syndrome.

S. 843

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 843, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to count a pe-
riod of receipt of outpatient observa-
tion services in a hospital toward satis-
fying the 3-day inpatient hospital re-
quirement for coverage of skilled nurs-
ing facility services under Medicare.
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S. 862
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 862, a bill to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to
provide more effective remedies to vic-
tims of discrimination in the payment
of wages on the basis of sex, and for
other purposes.
S. 876
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 876, a bill to amend the
Commodity Exchange Act to specify
how clearing requirements apply to
certain affiliate transactions.
S. 962
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Delaware (Mr.
CooNs) was added as a cosponsor of S.
962, a bill to extend the same Federal
benefits to law enforcement officers
serving private institutions of higher
education and rail carriers that apply
to law enforcement officers serving
units of State and local government.
S. 993
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 993, a bill to increase public safety
by facilitating collaboration among
the criminal justice, juvenile justice,
veterans treatment services, mental
health treatment, and substance abuse
systems.
S. 1002
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names
of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH)
and the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT) were added as cosponsors of S.
1002, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for colle-
giate housing and infrastructure
grants.
S. 1049
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1049, a bill to allow the financing by
United States persons of sales of agri-
cultural commodities to Cuba.
S. 1073
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1073, a bill to amend the
Improper Payments Elimination and
Recovery Improvement Act of 2012, in-
cluding making changes to the Do Not
Pay initiative, for improved detection,
prevention, and recovery of improper
payments to deceased individuals, and
for other purposes.
S. 1181
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1131, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
duce the incidence of diabetes among
Medicare beneficiaries, and for other
purposes.
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S. 1170

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1170, a bill to amend title 39, United
States Code, to extend the authority of
the United States Postal Service to
issue a semipostal to raise funds for
breast cancer research, and for other
purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself
and Mr. PAUL):

S. 1179. A bill to exempt the aging
process of distilled spirits from the pro-
duction period for purposes of capital-
ization of interest costs; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
past Saturday, May 2, saw the running
of the 141st Kentucky Derby, the most
exciting 2 minutes in sports. Derby day
is a cause for celebration across the
State and derby celebrations often fea-
ture Kentucky’s native spirit of bour-
bon. Bourbon is a key ingredient in the
legendary Mint Julep, the official
drink of the derby. Fittingly, today
marks the 51st anniversary of the
original congressional bourbon resolu-
tion that designated bourbon as a dis-
tinctive product of America.

Kentucky is the birthplace of bour-
bon. The drink is named for Bourbon
County, KY, where the product first
emerged, and today Kentucky produces
95 percent of the world’s supply. The
bourbon industry generates 15,400 jobs
with an annual payroll of $707 million
statewide. It is a $3 billion industry in
Kentucky and a vital part of the
State’s tourism and economy. Simply
put, the bourbon industry is a signa-
ture industry for the Commonwealth of
Kentucky.

That is why the legislation I intro-
duce today is so important. I rise to in-
troduce the Advancing Growth in the
Economy through Distilled Spirits Act,
or the AGED Spirits Act. Cosponsored
by my friend Senator RAND PAUL, it
will correct a provision in the tax code
to ensure that Kentucky’s bourbon pro-
ducers are no longer at a disadvantage
with their global competitors.

Under current law, unlike most other
spirits, bourbon, and whiskey pro-
ducers in America must capitalize the
interest expense incurred to finance in-
ventories, and it is not deductible until
the product is sold, which could be as
long as 23 years after a lengthy aging
process.

In the United Kingdom, however, all
spirit producers are permitted to de-
duct interest expense the year it is cap-
italized. This discrepancy is harmful to
American makers of distilled spirits as
it contributes to increased costs that
directly create a competitive disadvan-
tage for American products in the glob-
al marketplace.

My bill would fix this discrepancy by
permitting American bourbon and
whiskey producers to deduct interest
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