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does not contain all the reforms that I
want. It contains some provisions I be-
lieve are unnecessary but that were
added to secure support from the House
Intelligence Committee. But we should
pass it and continue fighting for more
reform.

I have been in the Senate for more
than 40 years—and I have learned that
when there is a chance to make real
progress, we have to seize it. This is
not my first fight and certainly will
not be my last. I have a responsibility
to Vermonters and the American peo-
ple to do everything I can to end the
dragnet collection of their phone
records under section 215. And I know
for a fact that the upcoming June 1
sunset of section 215 is our best oppor-
tunity for real reform. We cannot
squander it.

Last year, a broad and bipartisan co-
alition worked together to craft rea-
sonable and responsible legislation.
Critics resorted to scare tactics. They
would not even agree to debate the bill.
I hope that we do not see a repeat of
that ill-fated strategy again this year.
The American people have had enough
of delay and brinksmanship. Congress
now has an opportunity to show leader-
ship and govern responsibly.

The intelligence community is deep-
ly concerned about the possibility of a
legislative standoff that could result in
the expiration of section 215 alto-
gether. The USA FREEDOM Act is a
path forward that has the support of
the administration, privacy groups, the
technology industry—and most impor-
tantly, the American people. I urge
congressional leaders to take up and
swiftly pass the USA FREEDOM Act of
2015—because I will not vote for reau-
thorization of section 215 without
meaningful reform.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 152—RECOG-
NIZING THREATS TO FREEDOM
OF THE PRESS AND EXPRESSION
AROUND THE WORLD AND RE-
AFFIRMING FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS AS A PRIORITY IN EF-
FORTS OF THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE DE-
MOCRACY AND GOOD GOVERN-
ANCE

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 152

Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
adopted in Paris, France on December 10,
1948, states that ‘‘[e]veryone has the right to
freedom of opinion and expression; this right
includes freedom to hold opinions without
interference and to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media
and regardless of frontiers.”’;

Whereas in 1993, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly proclaimed May 3 of each year
as “World Press Freedom Day’’ to celebrate
the fundamental principles of freedom of the
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press, evaluate freedom of the press around
the world, defend against attacks on the
independence of the media, and pay tribute
to journalists who have lost their lives in the
exercise of their profession;

Whereas on December 18, 2013, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (United Nations General Assembly Res-
olution 163 (2013)) on the safety of journalists
and the issue of impunity, that unequivo-
cally condemns, in both conflict and noncon-
flict situations, all attacks on and violence
against journalists and media workers, in-
cluding torture, extrajudicial killing, en-
forced disappearance, arbitrary detention,
and intimidation and harassment;

Whereas 2015 is the 22nd anniversary of
World Press Freedom Day, which focuses on
the theme ‘‘Let Journalism Thrive! Towards
Better Reporting, Gender Equality, and
Media Safety in the Digital Age’’;

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the
Press Act of 2009 (22 U.S.C. 2151 note; Public
Law 111-166), which was passed by unanimous
consent in the Senate and signed into law by
President Barack Obama in 2010, expanded
the annual Human Rights Reports of the De-
partment of State to include the examina-
tion of freedom of the press;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, in 2014, freedom of the press suffered
a ‘‘drastic decline’’ across all continents;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, in 2014, 69 journalists and 19 citizen-
journalists were killed in connection with
the collection and dissemination of news and
information;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, in 2014, the 3 deadliest
countries for journalists on assignment were
Syria, Ukraine, and Iraq;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, more than 40 percent of
the journalists killed in 2014 had been tar-
geted for murder and 31 percent of journal-
ists murdered had reported receiving threats;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, 650 journalists were
killed between 1992 and April 2015 and the
perpetrators have not been punished;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, the 5 countries with the
highest number of unpunished journalist
murders between 2004 and 2014 are Iraq, So-
malia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Syria;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, in 2014, 853 journalists and 122 cit-
izen-journalists were arrested;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, as of December 1, 2014,
221 journalists worldwide were in prison;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the 5 countries with the highest
number of journalists in prison as of Decem-
ber 8, 2014, were China, Eritrea, Iran, Egypt,
and Syria;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, in 2014, the 5 countries with the
highest number of journalists threatened or
attacked were Ukraine, Venezuela, Turkey,
Libya, and China;

Whereas, according to the 2015 World Press
Freedom Index of Reporters Without Bor-
ders, Eritrea, North Korea, Turkmenistan,
Syria, and China were the countries ranked
lowest with respect to ‘“‘media pluralism and
independence, respect for the safety and free-
dom of journalists, and the legislative, insti-
tutional and infrastructural environment in
which the media operate’’;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, in 2014, Syria was the
world’s deadliest country for journalists for
the third year in a row;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration continued to pressure the media to
control independent news outlets to an ex-
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tent that may lead to the termination of the
outlets;

Whereas Freedom House has cited a dete-
riorating environment for Internet freedom
around the world and in 2014 ranked Iran,
Syria, China, Cuba, and Ethiopia as the
countries having the worst obstacles to ac-
cess, limits on content, and violations of
user rights among countries and territories
rated by Freedom House as ‘‘Not Free’ ;

Whereas freedom of the press is a key com-
ponent of democratic governance, activism
in civil society, and socioeconomic develop-
ment; and

Whereas freedom of the press enhances
public accountability, transparency, and par-
ticipation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses concern about the threats to
freedom of the press and expression around
the world following World Press Freedom
Day on May 3, 2015;

(2) commends journalists and media work-
ers around the world for their essential role
in promoting government accountability, de-
fending democratic activity, and strength-
ening civil society, despite threats to their
safety;

(3) pays tribute to journalists who have
lost their lives carrying out their work;

(4) calls on governments abroad to imple-
ment United Nations General Assembly Res-
olution 163 (2013);

(5) condemns all actions around the world
that suppress freedom of the press, includ-
ing: brutal murders of journalists by the ter-
rorist group Islamic State in Syria, violent
attacks against media outlets such as the
French satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo, and
the Kkidnappings of journalists and media
workers by pro-Russian militant groups in
eastern Ukraine;

(6) reaffirms the centrality of freedom of
the press to efforts of the United States Gov-
ernment to support democracy, mitigate
conflict, and promote good governance do-
mestically and around the world; and

(7) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State—

(A) to improve the means by which the
United States Government rapidly identifies,
publicizes, and responds to threats against
freedom of the press around the world;

(B) to urge foreign governments to conduct
transparent investigations and adjudications
of the perpetrators of attacks against jour-
nalists; and

(C) to highlight the issue of threats against
freedom of the press year round.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 153—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE UNITED STATES-JAPAN RE-
LATIONSHIP TO SAFEGUARDING
GLOBAL SECURITY, PROSPERITY,
AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. CORKER (for himself, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. RUBIO, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
MENENDEZ, and Mr. PERDUE) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 153

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance
is a cornerstone of global peace and stability
and underscores the past, present, and future
United States commitment to the stability
and prosperity of Japan and the Asia-Pacific
region;

Whereas the United States and Japan es-
tablished diplomatic relations on March 31,
1854, with the signing of the Treaty of Peace
and Amity;

Whereas 2015 marks the 70th anniversary of
the end of World War II, a conflict where the
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United States and Japan were enemies, and
the strength of the alliance is a testament to
the ability of great nations to overcome the
past and to work together to create a more
secure and prosperous future;

Whereas January 19, 2015, marked the 55th
anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security between
the United States and Japan;

Whereas the United States and Japan are
both free societies committed to the prin-
ciples of inclusive democracy, respect for
human potential and individual character,
and the belief that the peaceful spread of
these principles will result in a safer and
brighter future for all of mankind;

Whereas the Governments and people of
the United States and Japan can help realize
this future through further strengthening
their economic, political, social, cultural,
and security relationship;

Whereas the United States and Japan are
indispensable partners in tackling global
challenges, and have pledged significant sup-
port for efforts to counter violent extre-
mism, including the threat of ISIL; combat
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion; prevent piracy; improve global health;
promote human rights; contribute to eco-
nomic development around the world; and
assist the victims of conflict and disaster
worldwide;

Whereas the Governments and people of
the United States and Japan share a com-
mitment to free and open markets, high
standards for the free flow of commerce and
trade, and the establishment of an inclusive
architecture for regional and global trade
and development;

Whereas Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has
also reiterated that his cabinet will uphold
the stance on the recognition of history of
previous prime ministers, including the
Murayama statement;

Whereas the United States-Japan security
alliance has evolved considerably over many
decades and will continue to transform as a
partnership, sharing greater responsibilities,
dedicated to ensuring a secure and pros-
perous region and world;

Whereas the Government of Japan has re-
interpreted its constitution to allow for the
collective self-defense of its allies, including
the United States, an action that strength-
ens the alliance’s ability to defend Japan and
to continue to safeguard regional security;

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance
is essential for ensuring maritime security
and freedom of navigation, commerce, and
overflight in the waters of the East China
Sea;

Whereas Japan stands as a strong partner
of the United States in efforts to uphold re-
spect for the rule of law and to oppose the
use of coercion, intimidation, or force to
change the regional or global status quo, in-
cluding in the East and South China Seas,
which are among the busiest waterways in
the world;

Whereas the United States and Japan are
committed to working together towards a
world where the Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea (DPRK) does not threaten global
peace and security with its weapons of mass
destruction and illicit activities, and where
the DPRK respects human rights and people
can live in freedom;

Whereas the United States and Japan have
a long history of successful technical co-
operation and joint scientific research and
development;

Whereas, on May 7, 1843, the first Japanese
immigrants arrived in the United States, and
Japanese-Americans have made significant
contributions to the advancement, including
our former colleague, the late Senator Dan-
iel Inouye, of the United States;
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Whereas people-to-people ties between the
United States and Japan are long-standing
and deep, as exemplified by the gift of the
beautiful cherry trees which dot our nation’s
capital from the People of Japan to the Peo-
ple of the United States in 1912, signifying an
unbreakable bond between the two nations;
and

Whereas, on April 29, 2015, Prime Minister
Abe will address a Joint Meeting of Congress
at the invitation of the Speaker of the
House: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE.

The Senate—

(1) reaffirms the importance of the United
States-Japan alliance for maintaining peace
and stability in the Asia-Pacific region and
beyond, including through United States ex-
tended deterrence, the revision of the Guide-
lines for United States-Japan Defense Co-
operation, and Japan’s policy of ‘‘Proactive
Contribution to Peace’ based on the prin-
ciples of international cooperation;

(2) supports ongoing efforts to further
strengthen the United States-Japan alliance
to confront emerging challenges, including
cyber and space;

(3) supports strong cooperation between
the United States and Japan in safeguarding
maritime security and ensuring freedom of
navigation, commerce, and overflight in the
East and South China Seas;

(4) recognizes that although the United
States Government does not take a position
on the ultimate sovereignty of the Senkaku
Islands, the United States acknowledges that
they are under the administration of Japan
and opposes any unilateral actions that
would seek to undermine such administra-
tion;

(5) reaffirms that the unilateral actions of
a third party will not affect the United
States acknowledgment of the administra-
tion of Japan over the Senkaku Islands and
that the United States remains committed
under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and
Security to respond to any armed attack in
the territories under the administration of
Japan;

(6) recognizes the support of the Govern-
ment of Japan in addressing global chal-
lenges that threaten the security of people
everywhere;

(7) supports the expansion of academic and
cultural exchanges between the United
States and Japan, especially efforts to en-
courage Japanese students to study at uni-
versities in the United States, and vice
versa, to deepen people-to-people ties;

(8) encourages the expansion of scientific
research and development and technical co-
operation with Japan, to address global chal-
lenges;

(9) promotes deepening the economic and
trade ties between the United States and
Japan, including the empowerment of
women, which is vital for the prosperity of
both our nations, the Asia Pacific region,
and the world; and

(10) calls for continued cooperation be-
tween the Governments of the United States
and Japan in the promotion of human rights.
SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this resolution shall be con-
strued as a declaration of war or authoriza-
tion to use force.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1177. Mr. HELLER (for himself, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. COTTON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. RUBIO,
and Mr. KIRK) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R.
1191, to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
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1986 to ensure that emergency services vol-
unteers are not taken into account as em-
ployees under the shared responsibility re-
quirements contained in the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1178. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1191, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1179. Mr. CORKER (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN) proposed an amendment to amend-
ment SA 1140 proposed by Mr. CORKER (for
himself and Mr. CARDIN) to the bill H.R. 1191,
supra.

SA 1180. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1140 proposed by Mr. CORKER (for himself
and Mr. CARDIN) to the bill H.R. 1191, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1181. Mr. BARRASSO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1140 proposed by Mr. CORKER
(for himself and Mr. CARDIN) to the bill H.R.
1191, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1182. Mr. ROBERTS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 1191, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1183. Mr. ROBERTS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 1191, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1184. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1140 proposed by Mr. CORKER (for himself
and Mr. CARDIN) to the bill H.R. 1191, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1185. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1140 proposed by Mr. CORKER (for himself
and Mr. CARDIN) to the bill H.R. 1191, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1186. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1191, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1187. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1191, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1188. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1191, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1189. Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr.
HOEVEN, and Mr. LANKFORD) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 1191, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1190. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
WARNER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1140 pro-
posed by Mr. CORKER (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN) to the bill H.R. 1191, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1191. Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1140 proposed by Mr. CORKER (for himself
and Mr. CARDIN) to the bill H.R. 1191, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1192. Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1140 proposed by Mr. CORKER (for himself
and Mr. CARDIN) to the bill H.R. 1191, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1193. Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1140 proposed by Mr. CORKER (for himself
and Mr. CARDIN) to the bill H.R. 1191, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1177. Mr. HELLER (for himself,
Mr. CrUz, Mr. COTTON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
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