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on Human Rights; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
DURBIN): 

S. Res. 149. A resolution recognizing the 
importance and inspiration of the Hubble 
Space Telescope; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. CARDIN): 

S. Res. 150. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate about the importance of 
effective civic and government education 
programs in schools in the United States; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. Res. 151. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Safe Digging 
Month; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 71 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
71, a bill to preserve open competition 
and Federal Government neutrality to-
wards the labor relations of Federal 
Government contractors on Federal 
and federally funded construction 
projects. 

S. 155 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 155, a bill to promote freedom, 
fairness, and economic opportunity by 
repealing the income tax and other 
taxes, abolishing the Internal Revenue 
Service, and enacting a national sales 
tax to be administered primarily by 
the States. 

S. 223 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 223, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to establish 
a pilot program on awarding grants for 
provision of furniture, household 
items, and other assistance to home-
less veterans to facilitate their transi-
tion into permanent housing, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 248 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 248, a bill to clarify the 
rights of Indians and Indian tribes on 
Indian lands under the National Labor 
Relations Act. 

S. 299 
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator from 
North Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP), the Sen-
ator from Montana (Mr. TESTER) and 
the Senator from Missouri (Mrs. 
MCCASKILL) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 299, a bill to allow travel between 
the United States and Cuba. 

S. 311 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 311, a bill to amend the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act 

of 1965 to address and take action to 
prevent bullying and harassment of 
students. 

S. 330 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) and the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 330, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to make 
permanent the special rule for con-
tributions of qualified conservation 
contributions, and for other purposes. 

S. 338 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator from 
Maine (Mr. KING) and the Senator from 
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 338, a bill to perma-
nently reauthorize the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. 

S. 398 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 398, a bill to amend the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Health 
Care Programs Enhancement Act of 
2001 and title 38, United States Code, to 
require the provision of chiropractic 
care and services to veterans at all De-
partment of Veterans Affairs medical 
centers and to expand access to such 
care and services, and for other pur-
poses. 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 398, supra. 

S. 471 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 471, a bill to improve the pro-
vision of health care for women vet-
erans by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and for other purposes. 

S. 553 

At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 553, a bill to 
marshal resources to undertake a con-
certed, transformative effort that 
seeks to bring an end to modern slav-
ery, and for other purposes. 

S. 571 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 571, a bill to amend the 
Pilot’s Bill of Rights to facilitate ap-
peals and to apply to other certificates 
issued by the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, to require the revision of the 
third class medical certification regu-
lations issued by the Federal Aviation 
Administration, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 578 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 578, a bill to amend title XVIII of 

the Social Security Act to ensure more 
timely access to home health services 
for Medicare beneficiaries under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 586 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 586, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to foster 
more effective implementation and co-
ordination of clinical care for people 
with pre-diabetes, diabetes, and the 
chronic diseases and conditions that 
result from diabetes. 

S. 590 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

the name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 590, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 and the Jeanne 
Clery Disclosure of Campus Security 
Policy and Campus Crime Statistics 
Act to combat campus sexual violence, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 609 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 609, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and in-
crease the exclusion for benefits pro-
vided to volunteer firefighters and 
emergency medical responders. 

S. 613 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 613, a bill to amend the 
Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act to improve the efficiency of 
summer meals. 

S. 615 
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 615, a bill to provide for con-
gressional review and oversight of 
agreements relating to Iran’s nuclear 
program, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
615, supra. 

S. 619 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 619, a bill to include among the 
principal trade negotiating objectives 
of the United States regarding com-
mercial partnerships trade negotiating 
objectives with respect to discouraging 
activity that discourages, penalizes, or 
otherwise limits commercial relations 
with Israel, and for other purposes. 

S. 696 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 696, a bill to increase the 
number and percentage of students who 
graduate from high school college and 
career ready with the ability to use 
knowledge to solve complex problems, 
think critically, communicate effec-
tively, collaborate with others, and de-
velop academic mindsets, and for other 
purposes. 
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S. 729 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 729, a bill to amend title 11, 
United States Code, with respect to 
certain exceptions to discharge in 
bankruptcy. 

S. 857 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the 
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) and the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 857, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
coverage under the Medicare program 
of an initial comprehensive care plan 
for Medicare beneficiaries newly diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementias, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 862 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 862, a bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more 
effective remedies to victims of dis-
crimination in the payment of wages 
on the basis of sex, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 865 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 865, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to improve the 
disability compensation evaluation 
procedure of the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs for veterans with mental health 
conditions related to military sexual 
trauma, and for other purposes. 

S. 875 

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 875, a bill to amend the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to 
strengthen equal pay requirements. 

S. 883 

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
883, a bill to facilitate the reestablish-
ment of domestic, critical mineral des-
ignation, assessment, production, man-
ufacturing, recycling, analysis, fore-
casting, workforce, education, and re-
search capabilities in the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

S. 890 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) and the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 890, a bill to 
amend title 54, United States Code, to 
provide consistent and reliable author-
ity for, and for the funding of, the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund to maxi-
mize the effectiveness of the Fund for 
future generations, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 898 

At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name 
of the Senator from Delaware (Mr. 
COONS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
898, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for the partici-
pation of optometrists in the National 
Health Service Corps scholarship and 
loan repayment programs, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 925 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 925, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to convene a 
panel of citizens to make a rec-
ommendation to the Secretary regard-
ing the likeness of a woman on the 
twenty dollar bill, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 933 

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
933, a bill to amend the National Labor 
Relations Act with respect to the tim-
ing of elections and pre-election hear-
ings and the identification of pre-elec-
tion issues, and to require that lists of 
employees eligible to vote in orga-
nizing elections be provided to the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board. 

S. 950 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. SASSE) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 950, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for a refundable adoption tax cred-
it. 

S. 957 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 957, a bill to increase access 
to capital for veteran entrepreneurs to 
help create jobs. 

S. 966 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 966, a bill to extend the low- 
interest refinancing provisions under 
the Local Development Business Loan 
Program of the Small Business Admin-
istration. 

S. 967 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) and the Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. PETERS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 967, a bill to require the 
Small Business Administration to 
make information relating to lenders 
making covered loans publicly avail-
able, and for other purposes. 

S. 974 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 974, a bill to amend the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to 

prohibit employment of children in to-
bacco-related agriculture by deeming 
such employment as oppressive child 
labor. 

S. 993 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 993, a bill to increase public 
safety by facilitating collaboration 
among the criminal justice, juvenile 
justice, veterans treatment services, 
mental health treatment, and sub-
stance abuse systems. 

S. 1000 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1000, a bill to strengthen resources 
for entrepreneurs by improving the 
SCORE program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1001 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1001, a bill to establish au-
thorization levels for general business 
loans for fiscal years 2015 and 2016. 

S. 1016 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1016, a bill to preserve freedom and 
choice in health care. 

S. 1032 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1032, a bill to expand the use 
of E-Verify, to hold employers account-
able, and for other purposes. 

S. 1056 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1056, a bill to eliminate racial 
profiling by law enforcement, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1057 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1057, a bill to promote geothermal 
energy, and for other purposes. 

S. 1060 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1060, a bill to improve the 
Federal Pell Grant program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1061 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1061, a bill to improve the 
Federal Pell Grant program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1062 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1062, a bill to improve the 
Federal Pell Grant program, and for 
other purposes. 
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S. CON. RES. 10 

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 10, a concurrent 
resolution supporting the designation 
of the year of 2015 as the ‘‘Inter-
national Year of Soils’’ and supporting 
locally led soil conservation. 

S. RES. 140 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN), the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from 
Nevada (Mr. REID) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 140, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding the 100th anniversary of the 
Armenian Genocide. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 1070. A bill to amend title 38, 

United States Code, to provide for clar-
ification regarding the children to 
whom entitlement to educational as-
sistance may be transferred under 
Post-9/11 Educational Assistance, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1070 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘GI Edu-
cation Benefit Fairness Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION REGARDING THE CHIL-

DREN TO WHOM ENTITLEMENT TO 
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE MAY BE 
TRANSFERRED UNDER POST-9/11 
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 
3319 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) ELIGIBLE DEPENDENTS.— 
‘‘(1) TRANSFER.—An individual approved to 

transfer an entitlement to educational as-
sistance under this section may transfer the 
individual’s entitlement as follows: 

‘‘(A) To the individual’s spouse. 
‘‘(B) To one or more of the individual’s 

children. 
‘‘(C) To a combination of the individuals 

referred to in subparagraphs (A) and (B). 
‘‘(2) DEFINITION OF CHILDREN.—For purposes 

of this subsection, the term ‘children’ in-
cludes dependents described in section 
1072(2)(I) of title 10.’’. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made 
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to 
educational assistance payable under chap-
ter 33 of title 38, United States Code, before, 
on, or after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

By Mr. CARDIN: 
S. 1079. A bill to amend titles XI and 

XVIII of the Social Security Act and 
title XXVII of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to improve coverage for 
colorectal screening tests under Medi-
care and private health insurance cov-

erage, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Supporting 
Colorectal Examination and Education 
Now, SCREEN, Act. This legislation 
promotes access to colorectal cancer 
screenings in an effort to help prevent 
colorectal cancer and save lives. 

Colorectal cancer affects far too 
many Americans. The American Can-
cer Society, ACS, estimates that 1 in 18 
Americans will be diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer in 2015, totaling an 
estimated 133,000 new cases. Colorectal 
cancer is expected to take the lives of 
nearly 50,000 Americans in 2015, making 
it the second leading cause of cancer 
deaths in this country. 

Fortunately, colorectal cancer is also 
highly preventable, and colorectal can-
cer screening tests rank among the 
most effective preventive screenings 
available. Colonoscopy screenings are 
different from other types of preven-
tive or screening services because pre- 
cancerous polyps found during a 
screening can be removed during the 
same visit, before they progress to 
colorectal cancer. Early detection and 
intervention are key to preventing 
colon cancer. A 2012 study in the New 
England Journal of Medicine found 
that removal of precancerous polyps 
during a screening colonoscopy may 
prevent up to 53 percent of colorectal 
cancer deaths. 

The need to address barriers to 
colorectal cancer screening, particu-
larly in the Medicare population, is 
clear. The Medicare population makes 
up approximately two-thirds of all new 
cases of colorectal cancer. However, ac-
cording to the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Service, CMS, only about half 
of Medicare beneficiaries have had a 
colorectal cancer screening test, and 
less than two-thirds of Medicare-aged 
adults are up to date with rec-
ommended screenings. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, CDC, 
American Cancer Society, ACS, Amer-
ican College of Gastroenterology, ACG, 
and more than 200 national, State and 
local organizations have committed to 
work toward eliminating colorectal 
cancer through a national goal of 
screening 80 percent of eligible adults 
in the United States for colorectal can-
cer by 2018. 

Currently, Medicare waives cost- 
sharing for colorectal cancer 
screenings recommended by the U.S. 
Preventive Services Task Force, 
USPSTF, including screening 
colonoscopies. However, if the doctor 
finds and removes a pre-cancerous 
polyp during a screening colonoscopy, 
the procedure is no longer considered a 
‘‘screening’’ by Medicare, and the bene-
ficiary is required to pay the Medicare 
coinsurance. Because it is impossible 
to know in advance whether polyps will 
be found and removed during a screen-
ing colonoscopy, Medicare beneficiaries 
do not know whether the procedure 
will be fully covered until it is over. In 
February 2013, the administration an-

nounced that private insurers partici-
pating in State-based health insurance 
exchanges are required to waive all 
cost-sharing for screening 
colonoscopies during which a polyp is 
removed. Similarly, the SCREEN Act 
would waive Medicare’s cost-sharing 
requirement for screening 
colonoscopies during which polyps are 
removed in order to prevent the devel-
opment of colorectal cancer. In addi-
tion, the SCREEN Act would waive 
cost-sharing for follow-up 
colonoscopies necessary to complete 
the ‘‘screening continuum’’ following a 
positive finding from another rec-
ommended colorectal cancer screening 
test. 

The SCREEN Act also seeks to im-
prove coordination of care and promote 
other important age-based rec-
ommended screenings for Medicare 
beneficiaries, such as Hepatitis C virus, 
HCV, screening, by creating a dem-
onstration project. The demonstration 
project would allow reimbursement for 
an office visit or consultation so that a 
Medicare beneficiary may sit down and 
discuss the screening with a doctor 
prior to the colonoscopy procedure. Ac-
cording to the National Institutes of 
Health, ‘‘fear of the procedure itself’’ is 
a barrier to increasing colorectal can-
cer screening utilization rates. This 
pre-procedure visit would allow pro-
viders to allay patient anxiety about 
the procedure, address any questions 
related to the colonoscopy, assess the 
patient’s family history and risk fac-
tors for developing colorectal cancer, 
and educate the patient about the im-
portance of following the pre-procedure 
instructions. In addition, this visit 
would provide an opportunity to edu-
cate Medicare beneficiaries about the 
importance of HCV screening. The CDC 
and the United States Preventive Serv-
ices Task Force recommend a one-time 
HCV screening for all individuals born 
between 1945 and 1965, and a recent 
study suggests offering the HCV 
screening in connection with 
colonoscopies may be an effective 
means of increasing HCV screening 
rates. 

Finally, the SCREEN Act would pro-
vide incentives for Medicare providers 
to participate in nationally recognized 
quality improvement registries to en-
sure that Medicare beneficiaries are re-
ceiving the quality screening they de-
serve. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting the SCREEN Act, in order 
to help prevent colorectal cancer and 
save lives. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1079 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Supporting Colorectal Examination and 
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