
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2245 April 16, 2015 
S. 989. A bill to amend the Harmonized 

Tariff Schedule of the United States to ex-
empt from duty residue of bulk cargo con-
tained in instruments of international traffic 
previously exported from the United States; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 990. A bill to improve the process by 

which the Librarian of Congress considers re-
quests for exemptions to section 1201(a)(1)(A) 
of title 17, United States Code, and to ease 
restrictions on the use of certain statutory 
exemptions to the Digital Millennium Copy-
right Act; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mrs. MURRAY: 
S. 991. A bill to establish the Commission 

on Evidence-Based Policymaking, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mrs. CAPITO: 
S. 992. A bill to amend the Pittman-Rob-

ertson Wildlife Restoration Act of facilitate 
the establishment of additional or expanded 
public target ranges in certain States; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BOXER, 
Mr. BROWN, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. 993. A bill to increase public safety by 
facilitating collaboration among the crimi-
nal justice, juvenile justice, veterans treat-
ment services, mental health treatment, and 
substance abuse systems; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 994. A bill to designate the facility of 

the United States Postal Service located at 1 
Walter Hammond Place in Waldwick, New 
Jersey, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Joseph 
D’Augustine Post Office Building’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 995. A bill to establish congressional 
trade negotiating objectives and enhanced 
consultation requirements for trade negotia-
tions, to provide for consideration of trade 
agreements, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr. 
HEINRICH): 

S. 996. A bill to facilitate nationwide avail-
ability of volunteer income tax assistance 
for low-income and underserved populations, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. GARDNER: 
S. 997. A bill to extend the authorization 

for the major medical facility project to re-
place the medical center of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs in Aurora, Colorado, to 
direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
enter into an agreement with the Army 
Corps of Engineers to manage the construc-
tion of such project, to transfer the author-
ity to carry out future major medical facil-
ity projects of the Department from the Sec-
retary to the Army Corps of Engineers, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, and Mr. TOOMEY): 

S. 998. A bill to establish a process for the 
consideration of temporary duty suspensions 
and reductions, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. VITTER: 
S. 999. A bill to amend the Small Business 

Act to provide for improvements to small 
business development centers; to the Com-

mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mr. 
COONS): 

S. 1000. A bill to strengthen resources for 
entrepreneurs by improving the SCORE pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. GARDNER, and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN): 

S. 1001. A bill to establish authorization 
levels for general business loans for fiscal 
years 2015 and 2016; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. ENZI, 
and Mr. CARPER): 

S. 1002. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for collegiate 
housing and infrastructure grants; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 1003. A bill to extend the trade adjust-
ment assistance program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 1004. A bill to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to encourage the nationwide ob-
servance of two minutes of silence each Vet-
erans Day; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 1005. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to extend and modify the 
credit for health insurance costs of certain 
eligible individuals, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SCHU-
MER, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. 1006. A bill to incentivize early adoption 
of positive train control, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mrs. 
MCCASKILL): 

S. Res. 136. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of May 1, 2015, as ‘‘Silver 
Star Service Banner Day’’; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

By Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr. DUR-
BIN): 

S. Res. 137. A resolution congratulating the 
administration, staff, students, and alumni 
of Roosevelt University on the occasion of 
the 70th anniversary of the University; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. Res. 138. A resolution congratulating the 
Providence College Men’s Ice Hockey team 
for winning the 2015 NCAA Division I Na-
tional Championship; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr. 
LANKFORD): 

S. Res. 139. A resolution commemorating 
the 20th anniversary of the attack on the Al-
fred P. Murrah Federal Building; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. BROWN, and Mr. 
SCHATZ): 

S. Con. Res. 12. A concurrent resolution 
recognizing the need to improve physical ac-

cess to many federally funded facilities for 
all people of the United States, particularly 
people with disabilities; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 192 

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 192, a bill to reauthorize the Older 
Americans Act of 1965, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 197 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 197, a bill to amend the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 to award grants to States to im-
prove delivery of high-quality assess-
ments, and for other purposes. 

S. 230 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 230, a bill to provide for the convey-
ance of certain property to the Yukon 
Kuskokwim Health Corporation lo-
cated in Bethel, Alaska. 

S. 439 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 439, a bill to end discrimina-
tion based on actual or perceived sex-
ual orientation or gender identity in 
public schools, and for other purposes. 

S. 471 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
471, a bill to improve the provision of 
health care for women veterans by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 524 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Maine 
(Ms. COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 524, a bill to authorize the Attor-
ney General to award grants to address 
the national epidemics of prescription 
opioid abuse and heroin use. 

S. 578 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) and the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 578, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure more timely access to home 
health services for Medicare bene-
ficiaries under the Medicare program. 

S. 590 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 590, a bill to amend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 and the 
Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Se-
curity Policy and Campus Crime Sta-
tistics Act to combat campus sexual vi-
olence, and for other purposes. 

S. 606 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
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(Mrs. MCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 606, a bill to extend the 
right of appeal to the Merit Systems 
Protection Board to certain employees 
of the United States Postal Service. 

S. 607 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 607, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
a five-year extension of the rural com-
munity hospital demonstration pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 650 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 650, a bill to extend the positive 
train control system implementation 
deadline, and for other purposes. 

S. 665 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 665, a bill to encourage, 
enhance, and integrate Blue Alert 
plans throughout the United States in 
order to disseminate information when 
a law enforcement officer is seriously 
injured or killed in the line of duty, is 
missing in connection with the officer’s 
official duties, or an imminent and 
credible threat that an individual in-
tends to cause the serious injury or 
death of a law enforcement officer is 
received, and for other purposes. 

S. 743 

At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 
names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS), the Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. PETERS), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN) and the Senator 
from New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 743, a bill to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
recognize the service in the reserve 
components of the Armed Forces of 
certain persons by honoring them with 
status as veterans under law, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 747 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 747, a bill to prioritize funding 
for an expanded and sustained national 
investment in basic science research. 

S. 753 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 753, a bill to amend the meth-
od by which the Social Security Ad-
ministration determines the validity of 
marriages under title II of the Social 
Security Act. 

S. 849 

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 849, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for sys-
tematic data collection and analysis 
and epidemiological research regarding 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s 

disease, and other neurological dis-
eases. 

S. 854 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
854, a bill to establish a new organiza-
tion to manage nuclear waste, provide 
a consensual process for siting nuclear 
waste facilities, ensure adequate fund-
ing for managing nuclear waste, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 857 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. COONS), the Sen-
ator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) and 
the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 857, a 
bill to amend title XVIII of the Social 
Security Act to provide for coverage 
under the Medicare program of an ini-
tial comprehensive care plan for Medi-
care beneficiaries newly diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s disease and related 
dementias, and for other purposes. 

S. 862 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 862, a bill to amend the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide 
more effective remedies to victims of 
discrimination in the payment of 
wages on the basis of sex, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 884 

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) and the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 884, a bill to improve ac-
cess to emergency medical services, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 933 

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 
name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 933, a bill to amend the National 
Labor Relations Act with respect to 
the timing of elections and pre-election 
hearings and the identification of pre- 
election issues, and to require that 
lists of employees eligible to vote in 
organizing elections be provided to the 
National Labor Relations Board. 

S. 950 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 950, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide for a refundable adop-
tion tax credit. 

S. CON. RES. 10 

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 10, a concurrent res-
olution supporting the designation of 
the year of 2015 as the ‘‘International 
Year of Soils’’ and supporting locally 
led soil conservation. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
REED, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. 974. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to prohibit em-
ployment of children in tobacco-re-
lated agriculture by deeming such em-
ployment as oppressive child labor; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to talk about the important 
issue of child labor in tobacco fields. I 
want to tell you about Calvin, a 17- 
year-old boy just over five feet tall, 
who migrated to the United States by 
himself at age 13, leaving his family be-
hind in Mexico. Calvin never enrolled 
in school. 

Instead, he joined a migrant crew 
that travels between several states to 
work in different crops. He migrates to 
Kentucky in August to work in the to-
bacco fields. Calvin has worked in to-
bacco farms since he was 16, and he ex-
periences headaches and nausea from 
nicotine poisoning. 

Calvin said he got sick while working 
in a curing barn. ‘‘I got a headache and 
nausea. I was vomiting,’’ he said. ‘‘It 
happened when I was hanging the to-
bacco in the barn.’’ 

I wish that Calvin’s experience was 
unusual. But in May of last year, the 
Human Rights Watch published a re-
port based on interviews with over 140 
children who worked on U.S. tobacco 
farms in 2012 or 2013. The majority of 
those children were working for hire, 
and not on a family farm. Some of the 
findings are staggering and show that 
Calvin is not along. 

Human Rights Watch found that 
child tobacco workers began working 
on tobacco farms at age 11 or 12. Dur-
ing peak harvest periods, children can 
work as many as 50–60 hours a week. 
The majority of these children experi-
ence symptoms like nausea, vomiting, 
loss of appetite, dizziness, 
lightheadedness, headaches, and sleep-
lessness while working on tobacco 
farms. These symptoms are consistent 
with acute nicotine poisoning, which 
happens when you absorb nicotine 
through their skin. 

Furthermore, in these conditions, 
children work in high heat and humid-
ity and in some instances, they use 
dangerous tools that include sharp 
spikes to spear tobacco plants and 
climb to dangerous heights to hang to-
bacco in curing barns. These children 
are exposed to pesticides that are 
known toxins. Long-term effects of this 
exposure include cancer, neurological 
deficits, and reproductive health prob-
lems. 

In his first summer in the field, 12- 
year-old Miguel was topping tobacco 
plants on a farm in North Carolina 
wearing shorts and a short-sleeved 
shirt, his torso draped with a black 
plastic garbage bag to cover himself 
from the summer’s heavy rainstorms. 
Miguel wore only socks—because he did 
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