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approval of post-shutdown decommissioning
activities reports by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

By Ms. COLLINS:

S. 965. A bill to prohibit the use of funds by
Internal Revenue Service to target citizens
of the United States for exercising any right
guaranteed under the First Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr.
ISAKSON):

S. 966. A bill to extend the low-interest re-
financing provisions under the Local Devel-
opment Business Loan Program of the Small
Business Administration; to the Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN:

S. 967. A bill to require the Small Business
Administration to make information relat-
ing to lenders making covered loans publicly
available, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 125
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from
North Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP) were
added as cosponsors of S. 125, a bill to
amend title I of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
extend the authorization of the Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program
through fiscal year 2020, and for other
purposes.
S. 235
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 235, a bill to provide for
wildfire suppression operations, and for
other purposes.
S. 299
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIrRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
299, a bill to allow travel between the
United States and Cuba.
S. 384
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RISCcH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
384, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to facilitate water
leasing and water transfers to promote
conservation and efficiency.
S. 439
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
439, a bill to end discrimination based
on actual or perceived sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity in public
schools, and for other purposes.
S. 525
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 525, a bill to amend the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) to reform the Food
for Peace Program, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 539
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
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DURBIN) and the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. GRASSLEY) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 539, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
peal the Medicare outpatient rehabili-
tation therapy caps.
S. 590
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL,
the name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNSs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 590, a bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 19656 and the Jeanne
Clery Disclosure of Campus Security
Policy and Campus Crime Statistics
Act to combat campus sexual violence,
and for other purposes.
S. 611
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIrRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
611, a bill to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act to reauthorize technical as-
sistance to small public water systems,
and for other purposes.
S. 615
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN), the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 615, a bill to provide
for congressional review and oversight
of agreements relating to Iran’s nu-
clear program, and for other purposes.
S. 624
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 624, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to waive coin-
surance under Medicare for colorectal
cancer screening tests, regardless of
whether therapeutic intervention is re-
quired during the screening.
S. 637
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) and the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. RI1scH) were added as cosponsors of
S. 637, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and
modify the railroad track maintenance
credit.
S. M3
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 713, a bill to prevent international
violence against women, and for other
purposes.
S. 725
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 725, a bill to amend the Toxic
Substances Control Act, and for other
purposes.
S. 729
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 729, a bill to amend title 11,
United States Code, with respect to
certain exceptions to discharge in
bankruptcy.
S. 143
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
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(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 743, a bill to amend
title 38, United States Code, to recog-
nize the service in the reserve compo-
nents of the Armed Forces of certain
persons by honoring them with status
as veterans under law, and for other
purposes.

S. 751

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 751, a bill to improve the establish-
ment of any lower ground-level ozone
standards, and for other purposes.

S. 757

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
757, a bill to modify the prohibition on
recognition by United States courts of
certain rights relating to certain
marks, trade names, or commercial
names.

S. 74

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
774, a bill to amend the Federal Finan-
cial Institutions Examination Council
Act of 1978 to improve the examination
of depository institutions, and for
other purposes.

S. 804

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 804, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to specify
coverage of continuous glucose moni-
toring devices, and for other purposes.

S. 812

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIrRK) and the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. HELLER) were added as cosponsors
of S. 812, a bill to enhance the ability
of community financial institutions to
foster economic growth and serve their
communities, boost small businesses,
increase individual savings, and for
other purposes.

S. 843

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 843, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
count a period of receipt of outpatient
observation services in a hospital to-
ward satisfying the 3-day inpatient
hospital requirement for coverage of
skilled nursing facility services under
Medicare.

S. 860

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. Bo0OzZMAN) and the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 860, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the estate and generation-skipping
transfer taxes, and for other purposes.
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S. 867

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 867, a bill to improve stu-
dent academic achievement in science,
technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics subjects.

S. 901

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 901, a bill to establish in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs a na-
tional center for research on the diag-
nosis and treatment of health condi-
tions of the descendants of veterans ex-
posed to toxic substances during serv-
ice in the Armed Forces that are re-
lated to that exposure, to establish an
advisory board on such health condi-
tions, and for other purposes.

S. 933

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 933, a bill to amend the
National Labor Relations Act with re-
spect to the timing of elections and
pre-election hearings and the identi-
fication of pre-election issues, and to
require that lists of employees eligible
to vote in organizing elections be pro-
vided to the National Labor Relations
Board.

S. RES. 116

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 116, a resolution pro-
viding for free and fair elections in
Burma.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 959. A bill to establish a tax credit
for on-site apprenticeship programs,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I wish
to speak in support of the Apprentice-
ship and Jobs Training Act, which I
have introduced with my colleague
Senator CANTWELL. Few issues are as
important to the American people as
the availability of good jobs in our
communities. Unemployment in Maine
and across the country remains unac-
ceptably high. It is crucial that we con-
tinue to improve job training initia-
tives to help people find jobs in fields
with open positions.

Many business owners in Maine have
told me that they have jobs available,
but they cannot find qualified and
trained workers to fill these vacant po-
sitions. One way for employees to ac-
quire the skills needed to succeed in
these in-demand fields is through ap-
prenticeship programs. Apprentices
gain hands-on experience that is in-
valuable to employers and can help
workers secure a well-paying job.

According to the Department of La-
bor’s Employment and Training Ad-
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ministration, more than 44,000 partici-
pants graduated from the apprentice-
ship system in fiscal year 2014. In
Maine, there were almost 700 registered
apprentices. That number, however, is
likely insufficient to meet tomorrow’s
needs. One manufacturer in Maine esti-
mates that nearly 2.7 million manufac-
turing employees are expected to retire
in the next decade. We must do all we
can to ensure that an adequate pool of
skilled workers is available to fill
these well-paying jobs.

Our bill helps achieve this goal by
giving tax credits to businesses that
hire apprentices. To ensure that work-
ers are given adequate time to prove
their value, the apprentice must be em-
ployed for seven months in order for a
business to claim the credit. Our bill
also provides incentives for experi-
enced workers who spend at least 20
percent of their time passing their
hard-earned knowledge on to the next
generation. These workers would be al-
lowed to receive some retirement in-
come early, without facing tax pen-
alties. Finally, our bill ensures that
the brave men and women who defend
our country are given credit for the
skills they learn while serving. Train-
ing received while serving in the
Armed Forces would count toward an
apprentice’s training requirement.

This bill would help better align the
needs of our Nation’s employers with
potential employees to promote hiring
and the creation of new jobs. I encour-
age all my colleagues to support this
bill, and I am pleased to join Senator
CANTWELL in introducing it.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Mr. MARKEY):

S. 962. A bill to extend the same Fed-
eral benefits to law enforcement offi-
cers serving private institutions of
higher education and rail carriers that
apply to law enforcement officers serv-
ing units of State and local govern-
ment; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am
reintroducing the Equity in Law En-
forcement Act to extend Federal bene-
fits to law enforcement officers who
serve at private institutions of higher
education and rail carriers. Through
this legislation, these individuals
would be eligible for many of the same
benefits provided to public law enforce-
ment officers, including Iline-of-duty
death benefits and access to federal
grant opportunities through the De-
partment of Justice’s Bulletproof Vest
Partnership Grant and Byrne Justice
Assistance Grant, JAG, programs.

In 1976, the Public Safety Officers’
Benefits PSOB program was enacted to
aid in the recruitment and retention of
public safety officers. Recognizing the
danger that law enforcement officers,
firefighters, and first responders face
while serving in our communities, the
PSOB provides a one-time financial
benefit to survivors of officers who die
as a result of injuries sustained in the
line of duty.
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Although the officers protecting our
private universities and railways face
the same risks, they are currently not
included in the PSOB program These
brave individuals protect our commu-
nities every day, enforce the law with-
in their jurisdiction, and receive simi-
lar training to their government coun-
terparts. However, they are currently
excluded from the line-of-duty federal
death benefits available to law enforce-
ment officers serving units of State
and local governments, and from access
to federal grant programs for protec-
tive body armor and other equipment.

Since 1960, approximately 35 college
or university law enforcement officers
have lost their lives while protecting
our communities. While some families
of officers that have been gravely in-
jured while serving at public univer-
sities have received PSOB line-of-duty
death benefits, the families of those
who lost their lives while serving at
private institutions have been ineli-
gible. We should fix this inequity.

Inscribed on the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial are the
names of the heroes who gave their full
measure while protecting our commu-
nities. This memorial includes Patrol
Officer Joseph Francis Doyle, who was
killed in the line of duty at Brown Uni-
versity in 1988, as well as the other offi-
cers who died while working at private
universities and colleges and on our
railways.

A recent name on the Memorial is
Patrol Officer Sean Collier. Today, we
mark the second anniversary of the
Boston Marathon bombings, an act of
terror that tragically killed three and
injured hundreds of others. Three days
after the bombings, during the man-
hunt for the attackers, Officer Collier
of the MIT Police Department was shot
and killed by the perpetrators on the
university’s campus. Officer Collier
died while not only bravely serving the
students and faculty of MIT. He was
also serving the city of Boston, work-
ing with others in the law enforcement
community during an exceptionally
difficult time to keep the city and our
nation safe. However, since he was em-
ployed by a private university, Officer
Collier was not eligible for line-of-duty
death benefits. To honor Officer Col-
lier’s service and sacrifice, this bill
would be retroactive to April 15, 2013,
the day of the Boston bombings.

I am pleased that Senators AYOTTE,
LEAHY, WHITEHOUSE, and MARKEY have
once again joined me in introducing
this legislation, which would ensure
that officers who have lost their lives
protecting our communities and their
families are eligible for the benefits as-
sociated with law enforcement work as
well as access to the protective equip-
ment they need. The bill would only
apply to officers who are sworn, li-
censed, or certified to enforce the law
within their jurisdiction, and is sup-
ported by the International Associa-
tion of Campus Law Enforcement Ad-
ministrators.
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