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and funding of agencies such as
UNESCO, FAO, WHO and Johns Hop-
kins University.

The scholarships she grants to stu-
dents are helping to nurture and create
new generations of talented Thais dedi-
cated to public service. As someone
who is tech savvy and up-to-date on in-
formation technology, the Princess
promotes Thailand’s traditional cul-
ture and arts among the younger gen-
eration.

Through her selfless dedication and
hard work for the benefit of humanity,
she has earned love and respect from
the Thai people and those beyond Thai-
land, including the United States.
Therefore, I wish to join them in cele-
brating this auspicious occasion of Her
Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn’s 60th birthday anniversary
and wishing her happiness, good health
and longevity.

——

RECOGNIZING DR. MARGARET
HAMBURG

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, it is with
both sadness and appreciation that I
recognize Dr. Margaret Hamburg as she
leaves her post as Commissioner of the
Food and Drug Administration. Dr.
Hamburg has been a wonderful col-
league and partner during her tenure
at FDA. She has a collaborative and ef-
fective leadership style that has truly
improved the health, safety, and qual-
ity of life here in our country. Over the
nearly 6 years she has spent as Com-
missioner, Dr. Hamburg has worked
tirelessly to ensure that Americans re-
main healthy and safe for years to
come.

Dr. Hamburg has presided over sig-
nificant milestones, strengthening the
agency’s commitment to science and
advancing biomedical innovation. The
personalized medicine initiative
prioritized under her leadership has led
to more targeted, effective treatments
for cancer patients, in addition to diag-
nostic tests that are faster and more
accurate—crucial factors in tailoring
optimal treatment for each particular
patient. Dr. Hamburg also worked with
me and several of my colleagues in
launching expedited review of ‘‘break-
through therapies’ to accelerate help
for patients with serious or life-threat-
ening illnesses. Thanks to her efforts,
the United States is more competitive
and better positioned to accommodate
the astounding pace of medical innova-
tion as we move forward in the 21st
century.

In the area of food safety, Dr. Ham-
burg’s leadership helped to build a
more modern food protection system
that will prevent foodborne illness and
improve the safety of the food Ameri-
cans consume for years to come. She
has also worked with Congress in cre-
ating important steps to ensure prod-
uct safety, implementing new stand-
ards that will protect the American
people from the dangers of counterfeit,
stolen, contaminated, or otherwise
harmful drugs.
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These are just a few highlights from
Dr. Hamburg’s tenure. Dr. Hamburg
has rendered our country a tremendous
service, and I know that she will con-
tinue to have success in all of her fu-
ture endeavors. I wish her the best of
luck.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

STAFF SERGEANT DIRK T. SHELTON

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise to pay tribute to a brave young
Kentuckian who served our country in
uniform and whose life has been trag-
ically cut short. SSgt Dirk T. Shelton,
of Corbin, KY, died in Washington, DC,
from wounds received July 13, 2014 on a
training mission. The U.S. airman was
29 years old.

Staff Sergeant Shelton enlisted in
the Air Force in 2005, after graduating
from Corbin High School in 2004. He
served multiple overseas tours, includ-
ing four to Afghanistan and one each
to Somalia and Kuwait. He was a mem-
ber of Joint Special Operations Com-
mand and was stationed at Fort Bragg,
NC.

Staff Sergeant Shelton was the re-
cipient of many medals, awards, and
decorations, including the Bronze Star,
the Joint Service Achievement Medal,
and the Air Force Achievement Medal.
He was honored to be a Bronze Star re-
cipient at such a young age. He had re-
cently completed training in HALO
parachute jumps. HALO stands for high
altitude, low opening.

Staff Sergeant Shelton had wanted to
fly as a young child. He loved to make
people laugh and his coworkers remem-
ber that Dirk made work fun. He leaves
behind his wife, Maria. Together they
would have celebrated their fifth wed-
ding anniversary on July 20, 2014.

He also leaves behind his parents,
Tom and Jenny Shelton; his sister and
her husband, Morgan and David Taylor;
his niece, Reagan; his aunts and uncles,
Mike and Vicki Moore, John and Penny
Hammons, and Joe and Missy Shelton;
his cousins, Jon Moore, Amy
Hammack, Johnny Hammons, Julie
Hendrickson, Whitney Pratt, Emily,
Jamie and Joey Shelton, and Jake,
Brett and Allie Pennington; his par-
ents-in-law, Israel and Nimfa Ocasio;
and his sisters-in-law, Melanie,
Marissa, and Mia Ocasio.

The local Times-Tribune newspaper
published an article detailing SSgt
Dirk T. Shelton’s funeral service. I ask
unanimous consent that said article be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Times-Tribune, July 25, 2014]
HUNDREDS ATTEND MILITARY FUNERAL
SERVICE FOR DIRK SHELTON
(By Jeff Noble)

Whenever America needed him, Staff Ser-
geant Dirk Thomas Shelton always answered
the call.

Those calls took him to corners of the
world where very few people—even his own
family at times—had any idea where he was.
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After serving honorably to fight for and
preserve our nation’s freedom and way of
life, Dirk returned to Corbin to rest forever.

Hundreds of people paid homage to Dirk
during a stirring and poignant funeral serv-
ice Thursday evening at Grace on the Hill
United Methodist Church. The full military
funeral began around 6:10 p.m., and followed
the visitation that went on from 2-6 p.m.

A Corbin native, Dirk was a Radio Fre-
quency Transmission Journeyman assigned
to the Joint Communications Unit in Fort
Bragg, North Carolina. He was also a mem-
ber of the Joint Special Operations Com-
mand, a sub-unified command of the U.S.
Special Operations Command.

Sgt. Dirk Shelton passed away in Wash-
ington, D.C. last Monday, July 14. He was on
a training mission in Fairfax, Virginia, and
suffered a traumatic brain injury last Sun-
day, July 13. At the time of his death, he was
29 years old.

The military plane carrying his body left
Washington, D.C., Wednesday evening and
landed at Lexington’s Blue Grass Airport
later that night. A hearse brought the body
south to Corbin where it was taken to Hart
Funeral Home, who handled the arrange-
ments.

Around 12:35 p.m. Thursday, the hearse left
the funeral home as part of a small proces-
sion that took Dirk’s body to the church for
the visitation.

A long, steady line of people paying their
respects to Dirk lined outside and inside the
chapel for much of the afternoon. Inside, an
open casket with an American flag draped to
the casket’s side stood in the middle, just
below the stage.

Above the casket, on either side were pic-
tures and mementos of Dirk.

Looking down from the balcony to the
right, a black and white picture of him with
his sister, Morgan Shelton Taylor, stood out
as a memory of earlier times. To the left was
a large picture of Dirk free falling from an
airplane during maneuvers—a favorite print
of the Shelton family.

Overhead, above the choir loft, two large
video screens on the left and right displayed
pictures and tape of Dirk, his wife Maria, his
parents Tom and Jenny, and moments cap-
turing the life of a man who lived it like
there was no tomorrow.

Two poems and an essay written by Dirk
were read at the funeral. And, as people
came inside for the service, there was this
comment, written on a small program card.

“All my life I have been pushed towards
different goals. Not all of these goals were
goals I had necessarily set for myself, but
they were goals all the same. The reason for
this ‘push’ is because people who are for me
want me to succeed in life. I would like noth-
ing better than to be a successful person and
that brings about my fear. My fear is that I
might not be successful in life. . . . The way
I see it, the only real way that I could get rid
of my fear completely is to actually become
successful at something in my life, which
leads me to believe that my fear may be
around for a long time. If I could change my
fear, I wouldn’t. It’s what gets me by. If it
were gone, there would be a void in my life
and I would inevitably turn out to be what I
fear—unsuccessful.”

Dirk Shelton wrote those words in an
essay.

His friend Johnny B. Hammons read them
at the service.

‘‘He was a hero to me, he was a hero to his
family, and he was a hero to his commu-
nity,” Hammons said.

According to his friends and comrades in
the military, he went beyond and above suc-
cess at all times.

Lieutenant Colonel Jim Clifford, the com-
mander of Dirk’s unit in Fort Bragg, North
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Carolina, said of him, ‘“What many of you
don’t know is that Dirk was a patriot in the
truest sense of the word.”

He noted Dirk’s six deployments—four to
Afghanistan, and one each to Somalia and
Kuwait—and the numerous awards, such as
the Bronze Star.

Lt. Colonel Clifford told the audience, ‘It
takes just plain guts. We wonder where you
find such young men. Corbin, Kentucky is
that place.”

Along with giving thanks to Dirk’s par-
ents, the officer singled out Dirk’s widow,
Maria Shelton—who also serves in the mili-
tary and is stationed at Fort Bragg.

‘“‘“Maria, thanks for standing by Dirk dur-
ing those long trips’’ (that he made to serve
his country during combat tours and numer-
ous overseas missions).

The military was there in a show of
strength and support.

———

RECOGNIZING THE THOMAS MORE
COLLEGE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise to pay tribute to a team of na-
tional champions that comes from the
great State of Kentucky. On March 21,
2015, the Thomas More College women’s
basketball team, the Saints, won the
first ever team championship in their
school’s history.

The Saints notched an 83-to-63 win
over George Fox University in the
women’s Division III championship
game and capped an undefeated season
with a record of 33 to 0. They are only
the sixth team in the history of Divi-
sion III women’s basketball to go an
entire season undefeated. Along the
way to their perfect season, they de-
feated four top 10-ranked teams.

The final game was hosted by Calvin
College in Grand Rapids, MI, and
played in the Van Noord Arena. Thom-
as More jumped out to an early lead
and never trailed in the game. Thomas
More’s leading scorer in the champion-
ship game, Sydney Moss, was also
named the NCAA Division III national
player of the year by both D3hoops.com
and the Women’s DIII News. It is the
second consecutive year she has earned
the award. During the NCAA
postseason, Moss broke the NCAA all-
division men’s and women’s scoring
record with an incredible 197 points in

the Saints’ six NCAA tournament
games.

Saints head coach Jeff Hans, who
guided his team to their first

undefeated season and their first na-
tional championship, was also named
the Division III national coach of the
year by both D3hoops.com and the
Women’s DIIT News.

I want to recognize every member of
this championship team that is bring-
ing the Women’s Division III trophy
back to Kentucky. Team members in-
clude Kirsten Paul, Kiley Bartels, Abby
Owings, Stephanie Krusling, Olivia
Huber, Nikki Kiernan, Mikkah Hignite,
Sarah Roaden, Kelly McDonald, Sydni
Wainscott, Alexa Santamaria, Kaylee
Bush, Sydney Moss, Sam Cady, and
Hannah Devine. Jeff Hans is the head
coach, and he is assisted by Tim
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Shields, Tanja Speaker, and Jerry
Allen. The school’s director of athletics
is Terry Connor and its president is
David Armstrong.

The Kentucky Enquirer recently pub-
lished an article about the Saints’ vic-
tory. I ask unanimous consent that it
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Kentucky Enquirer, March 21,

2015]
THOMAS MORE WOMEN WIN DIVISION III
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

(By Adam Turer)

GRAND RAPIDS.—The Division III women’s
college basketball season began with Mount
St. Joseph’s Lauren Hill scoring the season’s
first points in front of a sold crowd at the
Cintas Center. It ended with head coach Jeff
Hans and the Thomas More Saints hoisting
the national championship trophy. With an
83-63 win over George Fox on Saturday
night, the Saints earned the first team
championship in Thomas More history.

In a battle of 32-0 teams-the first Division
III women’s championship between two
undefeated squads-the Saints controlled
from the opening tip. One night after start-
ing 0-7 from the field, Thomas More hit its
first three shots to open up an early lead.
They never trailed.

George Fox, the 2009 national champion
and 2012 runner-up, made it this far behind
its relentless full court press. The Saints had
faced very little full court pressure this sea-
son, for good reason. With Abby Owings,
Sydney Moss, and Sydni Wainscott all able
to handle point guard duties, the Saints are
nearly impossible to trap. Hans went to a
four-guard lineup at times with Olivia Huber
coming off the bench. The Saints still had to
overcome several uncharacteristic turn-
overs, but balanced those miscues with a
bounty of fast break points.

Moss was, as always, the focal point of the
opposing defense. It took the nation’s lead-
ing scorer over 11 minutes to make her first
field goal. The two-time national player of
the year found other ways to help her team
win. She led Thomas More with 19 points, 156
rebounds and 11 assists. The biggest bene-
ficiaries of her defense-breaking ball han-
dling were post players Alexa Santamaria
and Nikki Kiernan. Santamaria finished
with 14 points on 6-6 shooting, while Kiernan
added 16 points on 7-11 shooting. Most of
their attempts were wide open looks from
within two feet thanks to Moss drawing
away helpside defenders and dropping no-
look dimes.

The victory was a culmination for the pro-
gram which began its ascension as a national
contender under current Xavier head coach
Brian Neal. The success continued under
Hans, but the Saints developed a pattern of
underwhelming in the postseason. The addi-
tion of key transfers and the infusion of sev-
eral of northern Kentucky’s top high school
players elevated this year’s team to unfore-
seen heights. Moss did not transfer home
from Florida expecting to win a national
championship. She drew inspiration from the
program’s family atmosphere, and the abil-
ity to play in front of her family nearly
every night. This win brought renewed ap-
preciation for her loved ones.

‘“You look up and see your mom and think
of all the practices she drove you to, all the
shoes she bought you, and all the sacrifices
she made,”” Moss said after Friday’s semi-
final win.

Dozens of Saints students, many athletes
in other sports, made the trek to Grand Rap-
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ids not once, but twice this weekend. They
bussed up for Friday’s semifinal, back to
Crestview Hills, then back up on Saturday.
Thomas More fans accounted for roughly 70
percent of the crowd and 90 percent of the
crowd noise at Saturday’s title game. The
team bus will return to Crestview Hills with
some new hardware to add to the Connor
Convocation Center trophy case.

“The support I cannot say enough about.
The pride that they have in their school and
excitement to see our programs go to an-
other level,” said athletic director Terry
Connor. “[There is] a great sense of pride and
this is proof that it can be done.”

————

RECOGNIZING THE OWENSBORO
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS’ BASKET-
BALL TEAM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, bas-
ketball is very important to us in my
home State of Kentucky, and that is
why I am so honored and pleased to
recognize the winners of the Kentucky
High School Athletic Association
(KHSAA) State Basketball Champion-
ship for boys. The Owensboro Red Dev-
ils won a decisive 74-58 game over rival
Bowling Green this March 22.

It is the fourth State championship
for Owensboro High School, and the
first since 1980 for the Red Devils.
Owensboro came into the tournament
having shot 55 percent from the field
during the first three rounds of the
tournament. During the championship
game, they never trailed.

Owensboro is only the seventh school
in State history to win the champion-
ship four times. And Owensboro’s head
coach, Rod Drake, was a senior on the
Owensboro 1980 championship team. A
crowd of over 11,000 saw Owensboro
clinch the win inside of Lexington’s
legendary Rupp Arena.

I want to recognize every member of
this championship team that is bring-
ing the KHSAA trophy back to
Owensboro. Team members include
Darius Brown, Deonte Douglas, Gabe
Fillman, Jacoby Harris, Aric Holman,
James Howard, Darion Marrow, Justin
Miller, Ishawn Murphy, Shawn Pen-
dleton, Airius Phillips, Dylan Sanford,
Trevor Washington, and Rashai
Wimsatt. Matthew Cook and Seth
Garrard are student managers. Rod
Drake is the head coach and he is as-
sisted by Chad Embry, Zach Erwin,
Scott Hogg, and David Phillips.

The Lexington Herald-Leader re-
cently published an article about the
Red Devils’ victory. I ask unanimous
consent that it be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Herald-Leader, March 22, 2015]
OWENSBORO BoYs WIN THEIR FIRST STATE
BASKETBALL TITLE SINCE 1980
(By Mark Maloney)

It was a long time coming, but Owensboro
finally snatched its fourth state champion-
ship Sunday.

The Red Devils led wire-to-wire in downing
Bowling Green 74-58 in the finals of the 98th
Whitaker Bank/KHSAA Sweet Sixteen in
Rupp Arena.
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