S1894

United States Government for fiscal
year 2016 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2017 through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 573
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 573 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 580
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 580 intended to be
proposed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 585
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 585 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 600
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 600 intended
to be proposed to S. Con. Res. 11, an
original concurrent resolution setting
forth the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal
year 2016 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2017 through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 601
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 601 proposed to S.
Con. Res. 11, an original concurrent
resolution setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2016 and
setting forth the appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2017 through 2025.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 111—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 2015 AS “NA-
TIONAL MIDDLE LEVEL EDU-
CATION MONTH”

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and
Mrs. MURRAY) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 111

Whereas the National Association of Sec-

ondary School Principals, the Association
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for Middle Level Education, the National
Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform,
and the National Association of Elementary
School Principals have declared March 2015
as ‘‘National Middle Level Education
Month’’;

Whereas schools that educate middle level
students are responsible for educating nearly
24,000,000 young adolescents between the ages
of 10 and 15, in grades 5 through 9, who are
undergoing rapid and dramatic changes in
their physical, intellectual, social, emo-
tional, and moral development;

Whereas young adolescents deserve chal-
lenging and engaging instruction and knowl-
edgeable teachers and administrators who
are prepared to provide young adolescents
with a safe, challenging, and supportive
learning environment;

Whereas young adolescents deserve organi-
zational structures that banish anonymity
and promote personalization, collaboration,
and social equity;

Whereas the habits and values established
during early adolescence have a lifelong in-
fluence that directly affects the future
health and welfare of the United States;

Whereas research indicates that the aca-
demic achievement of a student in grade 8
has a larger impact on the readiness of that
student for an institution of higher edu-
cation at the end of high school than any
academic achievement of that student in
high school; and

Whereas in order to improve graduation
rates and prepare students to be lifelong
learners who are ready for an institution of
higher education or a career and civic par-
ticipation, the people of the United States
must have a deeper understanding of the dis-
tinctive mission of middle level education:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2015 as ‘‘National Mid-
dle Level Education Month’’;

(2) honors and recognizes the importance of
middle level education and the contributions
of the individuals who educate middle level
students; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Middle Level
Education Month by visiting and celebrating
schools that are responsible for educating
young adolescents in the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 112—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE INTERNAL
REVENUE SERVICE SHOULD PRO-
VIDE PRINTED COPIES OF IN-
TERNAL REVENUE SERVICE PUB-
LICATION 17 TO TAXPAYERS IN
THE UNITED STATES FREE OF
CHARGE

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, and Ms. AYOTTE) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Finance:

S. REs. 112

Whereas each year, Internal Revenue Serv-
ice Publication 17, entitled ‘‘Your Federal
Income Tax’’, provides individuals with gen-
eral instructions on how to file their taxes
for the previous taxable year;

Whereas in each year prior to 2015, free
printed versions of Internal Revenue Service
Publication 17 were made widely available to
taxpayers at libraries, post offices, and tax-
payer service offices, and even by mail at the
request of a taxpayer;

Whereas in an effort to save money, the In-
ternal Revenue Service no longer dissemi-
nates a free printed version of Internal Rev-
enue Service Publication 17 as it transitions
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to a fully electronic tax filing system, in-
cluding an electronic system for providing
instructions on filing taxes;

Whereas the Internal Revenue Service di-
rects taxpayers to the Internet to download
an electronic version of Internal Revenue
Service Publication 17, even though the lim-
ited availability of a printed version of this
publication burdens individuals who do not
have access to a computer or printer and in-
dividuals who struggle to navigate a com-
puter;

Whereas the dissemination of printed cop-
ies of Internal Revenue Service Publication
17 is a basic taxpayer service that the Inter-
nal Revenue Service is ignoring in an effort
to reduce spending;

Whereas the Internal Revenue Service has
experienced budget cuts for 5 consecutive fis-
cal years, amounting to a reduction in its
budget of $1,200,000,000, or 10 percent, since
fiscal year 2010;

Whereas the Internal Revenue Service
should prioritize its resources on areas that
are critical to the ability of taxpayers to file
their taxes in a timely and proper manner;
and

Whereas the decision of the Internal Rev-
enue Service to stop disseminating printed
copies of Internal Revenue Service Publica-
tion 17 adversely impacts populations that
do not have access to, or understand how to
use, a computer, and the decision unneces-
sarily burdens and restricts the ability of
taxpayers to comply with the convoluted and
complicated provisions of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate urges the Inter-
nal Revenue Service to—

(1) resume printing copies of Internal Rev-
enue Service Publication 17; and

(2) provide free copies of such publication
to the taxpayers of the United States.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 113—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE CITIZENS’
STAMP ADVISORY COMMITTEE

SHOULD RECOMMEND THE
ISSUANCE OF, AND THE UNITED
STATES POSTAL SERVICE

SHOULD ISSUE, A COMMEMORA-
TIVE STAMP IN HONOR OF THE
HOLIDAY OF DIWALI

Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs:

S. REs. 113

Whereas Diwali, also referred to as the
“festival of lights’’, is an Indian holiday that
marks the beginning of the Hindu New Year;

Whereas Diwali celebrates the triumph of
good over evil, the awareness of one’s inner
light, the dispelling of ignorance, and bring-
ing peace and joy through the awakening
gained from a higher knowledge;

Whereas Diwali is observed in the United
States, and across the globe, by Hindus,
Sikhs, Christians, Jains, and Buddhists;

Whereas as one of the world’s oldest reli-
gious holidays, Diwali serves not only as a
time for celebration, but also as a time for
communities and families to come together
in spiritual enlightenment;

Whereas the practice of celebrating Diwali
has survived political, economic, and social
changes throughout history, while always
carrying the universal symbolism of the vic-
tory of light, goodness, knowledge, and
truth;

Whereas the United States Postal Service,
in accordance with recommendations of the
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Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee, has
issued stamps for other popular holidays in
the TUnited States, including Christmas,
Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, and Eid al-Fitr;

Whereas the United States Postal Service
has yet to issue a stamp in honor of Diwali;
and

Whereas issuing a postage stamp honoring
Diwali is fitting and proper: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the United States Postal Service should
issue a postage stamp honoring the holiday
of Diwali; and

(2) the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Com-
mittee should recommend to the Postmaster
General that such a stamp be issued.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 114—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
MARCH 2015, AS “NATIONAL

COLORECTAL CANCER AWARE-
NESS MONTH”

Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr.
MENENDEZ) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 114

Whereas colorectal cancer is the second
leading cause of cancer death among men
and women combined in the United States;

Whereas in 2015, more than 130,000 individ-
uals in the United States will be diagnosed
with colorectal cancer and approximately
50,000 more will die from it;

Whereas colorectal cancer is 1 of the most
preventable forms of cancer because screen-
ing tests can find polyps that can be removed
before becoming cancerous;

Whereas screening tests can detect
colorectal cancer early, which is when treat-
ment works best;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention estimates that if every indi-
vidual aged 50 or older had regular screening
tests, as many as 60 percent of deaths from
colorectal cancer could be prevented;

Whereas the 5-year survival rate for pa-
tients with localized colorectal cancer is 90
percent, but only 39 percent of all diagnoses
occur at that stage;

Whereas colorectal cancer screenings can
effectively reduce the incidence of colorectal
cancer and mortality, but 1 in 3 adults be-
tween the ages of 50 and 75 are not up to date
with recommended colorectal cancer screen-
ing;

Whereas public awareness and education
campaigns on colorectal cancer prevention,
screening, and symptoms are held during the
month of March each year; and

Whereas educational efforts can help pro-
vide to the public information on methods of
prevention and screening, as well as symp-
toms for early detection: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of March 2015,
as ‘‘National Colorectal Cancer Awareness
Month” and the goals and ideals of that
Month; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the month with appro-
priate awareness and educational activities.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 115—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2015 AS “NA-
TIONAL CONGENITAL DIAPHRAG-
MATIC HERNIA AWARENESS
MONTH”

Mr. SESSIONS (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 115

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
(referred to in this preamble as ‘“‘CDH’’) oc-
curs when the diaphragm fails to fully form,
allowing abdominal organs to migrate into
the chest cavity and preventing lung growth;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention recognizes CDH as a birth de-
fect;

Whereas the majority of CDH patients suf-
fer from underdeveloped lungs or poor pul-
monary function;

Whereas babies born with CDH endure ex-
tended hospital stays in intensive care with
multiple surgeries;

Whereas CDH patients often endure long-
term complications, such as pulmonary hy-
pertension, pulmonary hypoplasia, asthma,
gastrointestinal reflex, feeding disorders,
and developmental delays;

Whereas CDH survivors sometimes endure
long-term mechanical ventilation depend-
ency, skeletal malformations, supplemental
oxygen dependency, enteral and parenteral
nutrition, and hypoxic brain injury;

Whereas CDH is treated through mechan-
ical ventilation, a heart and lung bypass
(commonly known as ‘‘extracorporeal mem-
brane oxygenation’’), machines, and surgical
repair;

Whereas surgical repair is often not a per-
manent solution for CDH and can lead to re-
herniation and require additional surgery;

Whereas CDH is diagnosed in utero in less
than 50 percent of cases;

Whereas infants born with CDH have a
high mortality rate, ranging from 20 to 60
percent, depending on the severity of the de-
fect and interventions available at delivery;

Whereas CDH has a rate of occurrence of 1
in every 3,800 live births worldwide;

Whereas CDH affects approximately 1,088
babies each year in the United States;

Whereas CDH has affected more than
700,000 babies worldwide since 2000;

Whereas CDH does not discriminate based
on race, gender, or socioeconomic status;

Whereas the cause of CDH is unknown;

Whereas the average CDH survivor will
face postnatal care of at least $100,000; and

Whereas Federal support for CDH research
at the National Institutes of Health for 2014
is estimated to be not more than $2,500,000:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2015 as ‘“National Con-
genital Diaphragmatic Hernia Awareness
Month’’;

(2) encourages that steps should be taken
to—

(A) raise awareness of and increase public
knowledge about congenital diaphragmatic
hernia (referred to in this resolution as
“CDH):

(B) inform all Americans about the dangers
of CDH, especially those groups that may be
disproportionately affected by CDH or have
lower survival rates;

(C) disseminate information on the impor-
tance of quality neonatal care of CDH pa-
tients;

(D) promote quality prenatal care and
ultrasounds to detect CDH in utero; and

(E) support research funding of CDH to—

(i) improve screening and treatment for
CDH;

(ii) discover the causes of CDH; and
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(iii) develop a cure for CDH; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States,
interest groups, and affected persons to—

(A) promote awareness of CDH;

(B) take an active role in the fight against
this devastating birth defect; and

(C) observe National Congenital Diaphrag-
matic Hernia Awareness Month with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 607. Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr.
MCCONNELL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BLUNT, Mr.
BOOZMAN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr.
JOHNSON, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. LEE, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. KIRK, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr. ROBERTS) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution S. Con.
Res. 11, setting forth the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2016 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.

SA 608. Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr.
BrROWN, and Mr. ROBERTS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 609. Mr. ISAKSON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 610. Mr. ISAKSON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 611. Mr. ISAKSON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 612. Mr. ISAKSON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 613. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 614. Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr.
TOOMEY, and Mr. WARNER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 615. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 616. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 617. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 618. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 619. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 620. Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the concur-
rent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 621. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 11, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 622. Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. KING,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. WARNER, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
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