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older Americans, and those struggling
to manage chronic diseases. Pharmacy
services improve patients’ quality of
life as well as health care affordability.
By helping patients take their medica-
tions effectively and providing preven-
tive services, pharmacists help avoid
more costly forms of care. Pharmacists
also help patients identify strategies to
save money, such as through better un-
derstanding of their pharmacy benefits,
using generic medications, and obtain-
ing 90-day supplies of prescription
drugs from local pharmacies.

Pharmacists are the Nation’s most
accessible health care providers. In
many communities, especially in rural
areas, the local pharmacist is a pa-
tient’s most direct link to health care.
Eighty-nine percent of Americans re-
side within a 5-mile radius of a commu-
nity pharmacy. Pharmacists are one of
our Nation’s most trusted health care
professionals. Utilizing their special-
ized education, pharmacists play a
major role in medication therapy man-
agement, disease-state management,
immunizations, health care screenings,
and other health care services designed
to improve patient health and reduce
overall health care costs. Pharmacists
are also expanding their role into new
models of care based on quality of serv-
ices and outcomes, such as accountable
care organizations, ACOs, and medical
homes.

As we refine health care reform and
seek new strategies to improve patient
care, pharmacists will play a critical
role. I believe Congress should look at
every opportunity to make sure that
pharmacists are allowed to utilize their
training to the fullest to provide the
services that can improve care and
lower costs. In recognition of the sev-
enth annual RXIMPACT Day on Capitol
Hill, I would like to congratulate phar-
macy leaders, pharmacists, students,
executives, and the entire pharmacy
community, for their contributions to
the good health of the American peo-
ple.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S FISCAL
YEAR (FY) 2015 BUDGET AND FI-
NANCIAL PLAN, RECEIVED DUR-
ING ADJOURNMENT OF THE SEN-
ATE ON MARCH 20, 2015—PM 11

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:
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Pursuant to my constitutional au-
thority and as contemplated by section
446 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reor-
ganization Act as amended in 1989, I
am transmitting the District of Colum-
bia’s fiscal year (FY) 2015 Budget and
Financial Plan. This transmittal does
not represent an endorsement of the
contents of the D.C. government’s re-
quests.

The proposed FY 2015 Budget and Fi-
nancial Plan reflects the major pro-
grammatic objectives of the Mayor and
the Council of the District of Colum-
bia. For FY 2015, the District estimates
total revenues and expenditures of $12.6
billion.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 20, 2015.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following joint resolution, without
amendment:

S.J. Res. 8. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the National Labor Relations
Board relating to representation case proce-
dures.

————————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES DURING
ADJOURNMENT

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of March 19, 2015, the fol-
lowing reports of committees were sub-
mitted on March 20, 2015:

By Mr. ENZI, from the Committee on the
Budget, without amendment:

S. Con. Res. 11. An original concurrent res-
olution setting forth the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2016 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.

———————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS DURING
ADJOURNMENT

On March 20, 2015, under the author-
ity of the order of the Senate of March
19, 2015, the following concurrent reso-
lutions and Senate resolutions were
read, and referred (or acted upon), as
indicated:

By Mr. ENZI:

S. Con. Res. 11. An original concurrent res-
olution setting forth the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2016 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025; from the Committee on the
Budget; placed on the calendar.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. WARNER):

March 23, 2015

S. 829. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to refine how Medicare
pays for orthotics and prosthetics and to im-
prove beneficiary experience and outcomes
with orthotic and prosthetic care, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr.
UDALL):

S. 830. A bill to increase the maximum per-
centage of funds available to the Department
of Energy for laboratory directed research
and development; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr.
FRANKEN):

S. 831. A bill to reduce the number of nu-
clear-armed submarines operated by the
Navy, to prohibit the development of a new
long-range penetrating bomber aircraft, to
prohibit the procurement of new interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. TESTER:

S. 832. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to authorize the provision of be-
havioral health readiness services to certain
members of the Selected Reserve of the
Armed Forces based on need, to expand eligi-
bility to such members for readjustment
counseling from the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mrs. BOXER):

S. 833. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to carry out certain major
medical facility projects for which appro-
priations were made for fiscal year 2015, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. NELSON, and Mr. CARDIN):

S. 834. A bill to amend the law relating to
sport fish restoration and recreational boat-
ing safety, and for other purposes; to the

Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself and Mr.
INHOFE):

S. 835. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to recognize Indian tribal
governments for purposes of determining
under the adoption credit whether a child
has special needs; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. BURR, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS,
and Mr. WICKER):

S. 836. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal certain limita-
tions on health care benefits enacted by the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. PAUL:

S. 837. A bill to modify the criteria used by
the Corps of Engineers to dredge small ports;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. 838. A bill to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to establish a national usury rate for
consumer credit transactions; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms.
CANTWELL):

S. 839. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to extend the rural add-
on payment in the Medicare home health
benefit, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. REED,
and Ms. WARREN):



March 23, 2015

S. 840. A bill to require certain protections
for student loan borrowers, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. ERNST (for herself, Mr.
TILLIS, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. COR-
NYN):

S. 841. A Dbill to expand eligibility for
health care under the Veterans Access,
Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 to in-
clude certain veterans seeking mental health
care, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

——————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr.
UDALL):

S. Res. 107. A resolution recognizing the
70th anniversary of White Sands Missile
Range in New Mexico and commemorating
the unique place in history, and national se-
curity importance, of the range; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 125
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UpALL) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were added as
cosponsors of S. 125, a bill to amend
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to extend
the authorization of the Bulletproof
Vest Partnership Grant Program
through fiscal year 2020, and for other
purposes.
S. 142
At the request of Mr. UDALL, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
142, a bill to require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to promul-
gate a rule to require child safety
packaging for liquid nicotine con-
tainers, and for other purposes.
S. 149
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 149, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the excise tax on medical devices.
S. 150
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
150, a bill to provide for a biennial
budget process and a biennial appro-
priations process and to enhance over-
sight and the performance of the Fed-
eral Government.
S. 170
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 170, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to increase the
maximum age for children eligible for
medical care under the CHAMPVA pro-
gram, and for other purposes.
S. 183
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
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kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 183, a bill to repeal the
annual fee on health insurance pro-
viders enacted by the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act.
S. 301
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 301, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the centen-
nial of Boys Town, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 332
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. MCCASKILL), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator
from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 332, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to make permanent the exten-
sion of the Medicare-dependent hos-
pital (MDH) program and the increased
payments under the Medicare low-vol-
ume hospital program.
S. 335
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
335, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve 529 plans.
S. 366
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 366, a bill to require Senate can-
didates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form.
S. 375
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 375, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a re-
duced rate of excise tax on beer pro-
duced domestically by certain quali-
fying producers.
S. 398
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 398, a bill to amend the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Health Care
Programs Enhancement Act of 2001 and
title 38, United States Code, to require
the provision of chiropractic care and
services to veterans at all Department
of Veterans Affairs medical centers and
to expand access to such care and serv-
ices, and for other purposes.
S. 411
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 477, a bill to terminate Operation
Choke Point.
S. 488
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 488, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to allow
physician assistants, nurse practi-
tioners, and clinical nurse specialists
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to supervise cardiac, intensive cardiac,
and pulmonary rehabilitation pro-
grams.

S. 568

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 568, a bill to extend the trade ad-
justment assistance program, and for
other purposes.

S. 578

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) and the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) were
added as cosponsors of S. 578, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to ensure more timely access
to home health services for Medicare
beneficiaries under the Medicare pro-
gram.

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 578, supra.

S. 579

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
579, a bill to amend the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 to strengthen the inde-
pendence of the Inspectors General,
and for other purposes.

S. 650

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
650, a bill to extend the positive train
control system implementation dead-
line, and for other purposes.

S. 655

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
655, a bill to prohibit the use of funds
by the Secretary of the Interior to
make a final determination on the list-
ing of the northern Ilong-eared bat
under the Endangered Species Act of
1973.

S. 679

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 679, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to increase ac-
cess to Medicare data.

S. 725

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
were added as cosponsors of S. 725, a
bill to amend the Toxic Substances
Control Act, and for other purposes.

S. T4

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 774, a bill to amend the Federal Fi-
nancial Institutions Examination
Council Act of 1978 to improve the ex-
amination of depository institutions,
and for other purposes.

S. 780

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the

names of the Senator from Minnesota
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