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infrastructure, and energy. At the end 
of this process, we will send a bipar-
tisan jobs bill to the President. We will 
fulfill our pledge to stop protecting 
him from good ideas. It may force the 
President to finally make a difficult 
choice between jobs and the middle 
class versus the demands of powerful 
special interests, but President Obama 
now has every reason to sign the bipar-
tisan jobs and infrastructure bill we 
will pass. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

TERRORIST ATTACKS IN PARIS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, later 
today Members of the Senate family 
will have two opportunities to express 
our solidarity with the people of 
France in their hour of grief and to re-
affirm our commitment to the prin-
ciples of freedom and tolerance—values 
that have bound our nations together 
since the creation of the United States 
and the French Republic. 

In a short while the Senate will con-
sider a resolution condemning the se-
ries of terrorist attacks that have 
shaken France, starting with the at-
tack on the offices of the satirical 
newspaper Charlie Hebdo and ending 
with a siege Friday at a kosher super-
market in Paris. Our resolution ex-
presses our condolences to the families 
of the victims and our solidarity with 
the people of France. It also expresses 
our deep commitment to the universal 
right of freedom of expression—a free-
dom for which the writers and artists 
of Charlie Hebdo gave their lives. I am 
honored to lead this resolution, along 
with Senators MURPHY of Connecticut 
and JOHNSON of Wisconsin. 

Later this afternoon Senators and 
their staffs will have an opportunity to 
sign a condolence book expressing their 
sympathy and solidarity to the people 
of France. The book will be outside the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
room on the first floor of the Capitol. 
In memory of the victims, we will wel-
come the French Ambassador to the 
United States, Ambassador Gerard 
Araud, in the committee room at 4:15 
p.m. 

If the terrorists who attacked Charlie 
Hebdo and the kosher supermarket in 
Paris meant to frighten and divide 
freedom-loving people in France and 
around the world, they have failed ut-
terly. Yesterday 4 million people 
marched in demonstrations in cities 
across the nation of France. A million 
and a half people marched in Paris 
alone. Authorities said it was the larg-
est gathering in Paris since the end of 
World War II and the largest dem-
onstration in the history of the nation 
of France. They marched to declare 
their solidarity with the victims of the 

Charlie Hebdo massacre and the super-
market murders and to demonstrate 
their unity. The marchers included 
Christians, Muslims, Jews, and many 
other religious faiths and nonbelievers. 
President Francois Hollande led the 
March. He was joined by European and 
African leaders, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Palestinian Au-
thority President Mahmoud Abbas, 
America’s Ambassador to France, and 
our Assistant Secretary of State. 

Marches were also held in other cit-
ies around the globe yesterday, from 
Washington to the West Bank. Tens of 
thousands of people showed their soli-
darity with the victims of these ter-
rorist attacks in France. 

In Chicago hundreds of people turned 
out in the cold yesterday to rally at 
Daley Plaza under American and 
French flags. One of the organizers of 
the Chicago rally was a young woman 
named Eve Zuckerman who holds joint 
U.S. and French citizenship and has 
lived in Chicago for about 4 years. She 
said the spasm of violence that has 
shaken France is not simply an attack 
on France. In her words, ‘‘What it real-
ly means is that anyone who is for free-
dom and for tolerance is also under at-
tack.’’ 

In our own country in the days after 
9/11, our grief was made bearable by the 
countless acts of courage, kindness, 
and solidarity we witnessed amidst the 
carnage, and so it is within France 
today. 

One story that has touched many in 
France and around the world concerns 
a young man who worked at the kosher 
supermarket in Paris that was at-
tacked on Friday. The young man 
risked his life to hide seven Jewish cus-
tomers in the freezer in the super-
market’s basement. He then risked his 
life again to slip out of the basement 
and tell the police there were people 
hidden downstairs. This young man de-
scribed the layout of the supermarket 
and the location of the hostages—cru-
cial details that enabled the police to 
save so many lives and end the stand-
off. This young man has been hailed as 
a hero by the citizens of France and by 
Israeli President Netanyahu. One more 
thing about this young French hero— 
he is a Muslim immigrant, born in 
Mali. 

Martin Luther King told us: We are 
bound together in a single garment of 
destiny. The millions of people in 
France and around the world who 
marched yesterday and freedom-loving 
people throughout the world under-
stand this. Together in our unity and 
resolve, we will overcome this latest 
assault on our shared values. 

f 

HOMELAND SECURITY FUNDING 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, over the 
weekend, as I mentioned, as millions of 
people were marching on the streets of 
France and around the world to dem-
onstrate the world’s unity in the after-
math of the horrible terrorist attack in 
France, the President announced that 

he will convene a summit at the White 
House next month to discuss what can 
be done further to stop the threat of 
violent extremism. 

This is a time when we should all be 
focusing on what we can do to stop the 
threat of terrorism in our country as 
well as the rest of the world, so it is 
truly surprising, to say the least, that 
the House of Representatives will vote 
on a bill this week that threatens to 
shut down the Department of Home-
land Security. That is our government 
agency that is responsible for pro-
tecting Americans from terrorism. 
What in the world would lead the 
House of Representatives to threaten 
to shut down this agency? We should 
not even be debating the Department 
of Homeland Security at this moment 
in history. 

Every other government agency— 
every single one of them—has already 
been funded through the end of this fis-
cal year, September 30, and that is nor-
mal when we fund the government. But 
the Republicans in the House and Sen-
ate insisted weeks ago that the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security only be 
funded through the end of February. 
Why did they demand that this critical 
agency that is responsible for keeping 
us safe across America not be funded in 
the normal manner? Why did they put 
America at risk with this type of fund-
ing? Well, because they wanted an op-
portunity early in the year—early in 
the legislative session—to take a stand 
against President Obama’s immigra-
tion policies. They feel so strongly 
about this, they are willing to put the 
Department of Homeland Security’s 
budget at risk. 

So this week the House Republicans 
are preparing to pass legislation that 
would defund President Obama’s immi-
gration policies, including the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals Pro-
gram, known as DACA. What is that 
program? It puts on hold the deporta-
tions of immigrant students and chil-
dren who grew up in this country and 
allows these young people to live and 
work legally in America on a tem-
porary basis. That is what DACA is. 
These young people are well known to 
me and to most. They are known as 
DREAMers. 

It was 13 years ago that I introduced 
the DREAM Act. For 13 years I have 
been trying to pass a bill into law 
which says that the sins of the parents 
should not be visited on the children. 

These young people who are affected 
by DACA and the DREAM Act—many 
of them were brought to the United 
States as infants and toddlers. They 
had no voice in this family decision to 
come here. They did not know, could 
not know, that one of their parents was 
undocumented. They grew up in Amer-
ica. They went to school in America. 
They participated in America. They 
went to the neighborhood churches and 
mosques and temples. They were the 
ones who were standing in their class-
room every single day of their lives 
stopping for a solemn moment to 
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pledge allegiance to the American 
flag—the only flag they have ever 
known. But the fact is, they were 
brought here as babies and children, 
and they were undocumented. They 
grew up in America. They identified 
this country as home. They envisioned 
this dream of living here. Yet they did 
not have a legal status. 

The DREAM Act said we would give 
these young people a chance. If they 
had a clean criminal record, if they 
would finish high school, if they would 
go on to college or even enlist in our 
military, we would allow them to move 
to legal status—give these DREAMers 
a chance. 

Time and again, we called this legis-
lation. Sadly, it never passed the House 
and the Senate at the same time. Then 
President Obama decided 2 years ago 
that he would use his Executive au-
thority to protect these young people 
from being deported. We estimate there 
are about 2 million of them across the 
United States. He said to them: If you 
will come forward, pay your fee, go 
through a background check—if you 
are prepared to do that and register 
with the government, we will spare you 
from deportation. That is what the 
DACA program is. Mr. President, 
600,000 did. Mr. President, 600,000 came 
up with the money. 

I can recall in the city of Chicago 
when we had the sign up—the very first 
sign up for this DACA Executive order. 
It was amazing. We did not know if 200 
people would show up or 400 or even 
1,000. Well, the night before—at mid-
night, the night before we started sign-
ing them up—the first day they could 
sign up for DACA, the families started 
gathering, standing outside at Navy 
Pier in downtown Chicago. They stood 
there all night waiting for a chance to 
sign up for this program. Many of them 
were parents accompanying their chil-
dren. The parents themselves were not 
going to get any direct benefit from 
this, but they wanted their kids to be 
spared the fear of deportation. They 
wanted to give their kids a chance. In 
the end, thousands came through the 
door—so many we could not even han-
dle the volume with our volunteer at-
torneys and many others who were 
helping. 

But it was a clear indication that 
these families wanted their children to 
have a chance—a chance to earn their 
way into legal status in America. That 
is the DACA—— 

(Disturbance in the Visitors’ Gal-
leries.) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator will suspend until the Sergeant at 
Arms has restored order in the gal-
leries. 

The assistant Democratic leader. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the 

young people I have described are 
known as DREAMers. They were 
brought to the United States as chil-
dren. They grew up in this country, and 
they have overcome great obstacles to 
continue to live here. They are the fu-
ture doctors, engineers, teachers, and 

soldiers who will make America 
stronger. 

Now, in the last 2 years, as I men-
tioned, more than 600,000 DREAMers 
have received DACA—this Executive 
order by President Obama which allows 
them to stay as long as they are reg-
istered, pay their fee, and not be de-
ported. 

What has happened to these young 
people now that they have their 
chance, they have gone to school? I 
met 10 of them who are now at 
Loyola’s school of medicine. They are 
extraordinary students. They were the 
best of the best. They did not have a 
chance because they did not have that 
document that gave them an oppor-
tunity to enroll. Well, they are going 
to school now, and they have pledged 
to continue to serve this country as 
doctors, given that chance, in some of 
the poorest communities in my State 
and our Nation. 

In past speeches I have given on this 
floor—over 50 of them—I have high-
lighted the contributions that many 
DACA recipients already make to our 
country. They are working as engi-
neers, small business owners, and pub-
lic school teachers. The Center for 
American Progress and the Partnership 
for a New American Economy has 
found that giving legal status to 
DREAMers will add $329 billion to our 
economy and create 1.4 million new 
jobs by 2030. 

How can this be possible that 600,000 
have that kind of impact? These are 
not ordinary young people or ordinary 
young graduates. These are extraor-
dinary young people who want to be 
part of this Nation of immigrants. 

But the Republicans in the House of 
Representatives want to end DACA. 
They want to put an end to this pro-
gram. They argue it was unconstitu-
tional for the President to say he 
would suspend deportation for these 
young people. They want these young 
people to be deported, removed from 
this country, sent back to countries 
where many of them can never recall 
living, going to countries where they 
literally cannot speak the language. 
That is the House Republican position. 
They feel so strongly about deporting 
these young people, they are willing to 
hold the Homeland Security funding 
bill hostage to force the Democrats to 
agree. 

Well, let me be clear. Democrats will 
not be swayed by this kind of black-
mail. We will insist the Department of 
Homeland Security be funded and that 
the President have the authority that 
every President has had to establish 
his own immigration policies within 
the limits of Executive authority. 

It is the height of unfairness. First 
congressional Republicans obstructed 
immigration reform legislation. Now 
they want to obstruct the very agency 
responsible for homeland security. 

It was more than a year and a half 
ago—the date was June 27, 2013—on the 
floor of this Senate, we passed com-
prehensive immigration reform with a 

strong bipartisan vote of 68 to 32. This 
bill—which I joined seven other col-
leagues, Democrats and Republicans, 
working on it—strengthened our border 
to a level even greater than today, 
cracked down on illegal immigration, 
protected American workers in a fair 
and humane manner, and addressed the 
challenges facing 11 million undocu-
mented workers currently living in our 
country. 

But for the last year and a half, the 
House of Representatives, led by 
Speaker BOEHNER, has refused to allow 
a vote on the Senate’s immigration re-
form bill. Not once would they allow 
this bill to come to the floor of the 
House for a vote. If Speaker BOEHNER 
had brought the bill to the floor, it 
would have passed with a strong bipar-
tisan vote. He knew it and he was de-
termined not to ever let that happen. 
It was only after the Speaker had dem-
onstrated clearly to the President, to 
the Senate, and to the American people 
that he would not even participate in 
the debate on immigration reform that 
President Obama issued his second 
order. 

I have been involved in a lot of ef-
forts to pass bipartisan immigration 
reform legislation. It is so frustrating 
for us to have finally passed a bill in 
the Senate—Democrats and Repub-
licans; supported by the AFL–CIO, rep-
resenting organized labor; supported by 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, rep-
resenting business; supported by vir-
tually every major faith in this coun-
try—and then to see it ignored and 
stopped in the House of Representa-
tives. 

So President Obama, after the elec-
tion, announced that, having given the 
Republicans in the House a chance to 
legislate, he would use his powers to 
try to fix our broken immigration sys-
tem, to put on temporary hold the de-
portations of individuals who are the 
parents of U.S. citizens or legal perma-
nent residents, who have lived in our 
country for years, and who pose no 
threat to America’s safety. 

This is clearly not amnesty, because 
at the end of the day, what the Presi-
dent has given is only a temporary re-
prieve to these people to stay and work 
in America—so long as they register 
and pay their fee, so long as they sub-
mit themselves regularly to criminal 
background checks, and so long as they 
pay their fair share of taxes. This de-
ferred action status does not give them 
permanent status or citizenship. It is 
not amnesty by any definition. 

The President’s Executive action will 
make America safer, bringing millions 
of immigrants out of the shadows to 
register with the government and to go 
through background checks. It will 
also help our economy and American 
workers. You see, these undocumented 
workers, working off the books, are 
many times paid much less than min-
imum wage, if they are paid at all, and 
they are competing with American 
workers. Once they are brought out of 
the shadows under the President’s re-
cent Executive order, they will need to 
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be paid the ongoing wages, the min-
imum wage of America. By bringing 
these workers into the legal workforce, 
it will eliminate the unfair competi-
tion of the underground economy. And 
all of these workers will be paying 
their taxes, which will increase tax 
revenues by billions of dollars each 
year. 

The President’s Executive action is 
also smart and realistic when it comes 
to enforcing our immigration laws. It 
is not humanly possible to deport all of 
the undocumented immigrants in this 
country. So every administration has 
had to set priorities on those who will 
be deported and those who will not. 
The government should not waste its 
limited resources to deport immigrants 
who have lived and worked here for 
years, who have children who are citi-
zens or lawful permanent residents, 
and who do not pose any threat to 
America’s future. Instead, the adminis-
tration has made it a top priority to 
deport those who have committed seri-
ous crimes or are a threat to safety. 

Now, Executive action on deporta-
tion is clearly lawful. Every single 
President—Democrat and Republican— 
every one of them since President 
Dwight David Eisenhower has used his 
Executive authority to improve our 
immigration system. This argument 
that it is somehow unconstitutional 
just does not bear basic scrutiny. The 
Supreme Court has repeatedly affirmed 
that the Federal Government has broad 
authority to decide whom to deport. 
President Obama is acting well within 
his legal authority when he establishes 
policies about whom will be deported 
by this administration. 

The American people have elected us 
to solve problems. Because the House 
Republican leadership has failed to re-
form our immigration system, the 
President had no choice but to use his 
authority under the law to improve our 
economy and security and keep fami-
lies together and at least do a small 
part toward solving America’s broken 
immigration system problems. 

However you feel about the Presi-
dent’s immigration policies, it is hypo-
critical and counterproductive—it is 
just wrong—to take out your frustra-
tion by putting at risk critical home-
land security funding. 

I hope the House Republicans will 
somehow or another overcome this fit 
of pique that has led us to this moment 
and realize their first obligation is to 
this great Nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GOVERNOR 
BRUCE RAUNER 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was 
unable to attend the inauguration of 
the new Governor of Illinois today. 
Bruce Rauner was elected November 4 
to serve as the 42nd Governor of the 
State of Illinois. His wife Diana was by 
his side when he took the oath of of-
fice. 

I had a chance to attend some of the 
receptions last night and called him 

over the weekend and said my duties in 
the Senate made it impossible to ac-
cept his invitation to say a few words 
at his inaugural. But despite the fact 
that we come from different political 
parties and despite the fact that we 
have many differences when it comes 
to issues before us, I certainly wish our 
new Governor, Bruce Rauner, the very 
best in his efforts to lead the Land of 
Lincoln, the great State of Illinois. He 
faces an extraordinary number of chal-
lenges—broken public pension systems, 
struggles in coming up with the rev-
enue we need to keep our schools mov-
ing forward, and the safety net to pro-
tect the most vulnerable people living 
in our State. 

I have given him my personal pledge, 
and I will renew it on the floor of the 
Senate today, to stand by him and his 
administration to solve these problems 
and to lead Illinois forward. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT— 
MOTION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to S. 1, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 1, S. 1, 

a bill to approve the Keystone XL Pipeline. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 5:30 
p.m. will be equally divided and con-
trolled in the usual form. 

The Senator from Maine. 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that I be permitted 
to proceed for up to 15 minutes as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. COLLINS. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

I further request that the time not be 
charged to either side on the debate on 
the Keystone pipeline, if that is nec-
essary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object—I am sorry, I 
was discussing with the staff. If the 
Senator will please repeat her request. 

Ms. COLLINS. I asked unanimous 
consent to proceed for up to 15 minutes 
as in morning business, and since my 
remarks do not pertain to the debate 
for the Keystone Pipeline, that the 
time not be charged to either side in 
that debate. 

Mr. DURBIN. I have no objection. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
PRIORITIES OF SENATE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 

AGING 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, it has 

been my privilege to serve on the Sen-

ate Special Committee on Aging since 
my very first days in the Senate, and I 
am honored to have been elected to 
chair this committee for the 114th Con-
gress. I wish to welcome the Presiding 
Officer, Senator COTTON of Arkansas, 
to the committee. He will be a new 
member on our committee, and I be-
lieve he will enjoy his service as much 
as I have. 

My service on the aging committee is 
particularly appropriate since Maine is 
the oldest State in the Nation by me-
dian age. Many people would guess that 
Florida would have that distinction, 
but, in fact, it is the great State of 
Maine. 

Throughout its history, the aging 
committee has spurred Congress to ac-
tion on issues that are important to 
older Americans through its hearings, 
its investigations, and its reports. This 
is the first time a Maine Senator has 
chaired the committee since the 1990s, 
when my predecessor, mentor, and 
friend, Senator Bill Cohen, served as 
chairman. 

I wish to share with my colleagues 
today my priorities for the committee 
as we begin this new Congress. I have 
three major priorities for the commit-
tee’s work: first, retirement security; 
second, investments in biomedical re-
search targeting diseases that dis-
proportionately affect older Ameri-
cans, such as Alzheimer’s and diabetes; 
and, third, protecting seniors against 
financial exploitation and scams. 

I am increasingly concerned that our 
seniors will not have adequate savings 
and other financial resources during 
their retirement years. The committee 
will, therefore, focus on retirement se-
curity and, in particular, on the need 
to encourage more savings and better 
financial planning. According to the 
nonpartisan Center for Retirement Re-
search at Boston College, there cur-
rently is an estimated $6.6 trillion gap 
between the savings Americans have 
today and what they should have in 
order to maintain their standard of liv-
ing during retirement. 

Nationally, one in four Americans 
has no source of income beyond Social 
Security. In the State of Maine, the 
number is one in three. Social Security 
provides an absolutely vital safety net. 
However, with an average benefit of 
just $16,000 a year, it certainly is not 
enough to finance a comfortable retire-
ment for many Americans. 

According to a Gallup survey pub-
lished in 2012, more than half of all 
Americans are worried they will not be 
able to maintain their standard of liv-
ing in retirement. That is up sharply 
from 34 percent two decades ago, and 
the Boston College analysis dem-
onstrates that their concern is war-
ranted. 

There are many reasons for the de-
cline in retirement security facing 
American seniors, including the demise 
of many defined benefit pension plans 
in the private sector; the severity of 
the recent financial crisis, which wiped 
out much of the net worth of many 
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