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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Emily O’Neill,
a detailee with the Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions Committee, be
granted floor privileges for the dura-
tion of the consideration of S.J. Res. 8.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 94, introduced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 94) supporting the
goals and ideals of Career and Technical
Education Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, the key to
America’s continued success lies in im-
proving our Nation’s educational sys-
tem. Career and technical education,
CTE, programs are a critical compo-
nent to every student’s education, cre-
ating diverse pathways into further
education and careers. Today, these
programs serve 94 percent of all high
school students and 12 million postsec-
ondary students. In both rural and
urban communities, CTE plays a vital
role in building student engagement,
continuing our Nation’s economic com-
petitiveness, and building the skills of
our workforce to meet and adapt to the
needs of the 21st century.

Further, approximately 30 percent of
jobs by 2018 will require some college
or a 2-year associates degree, a need
that can be met by improved access to
CTE programs. By increasing these op-
portunities to obtain postsecondary
skills training and meaningful creden-
tials, CTE equitably distributes eco-
nomic opportunity to all students who
are willing to work for it. According to
the U.S. Department of Education’s Of-
fice for Career, Technical and Adult
Education, the average high school
graduation rate for students concen-
trating in CTE programs is 93 percent,
compared with the national average of

80 percent.
This is why today, with my Senate
CTE Caucus cochairs Senator

PORTMAN, Senator BALDWIN, and Sen-
ator ISAKSON and other colleagues in
the Senate, I am submitting a bipar-
tisan resolution to designate February
as Career and Technical Education,
CTE, Month. CTE Month provides a
chance for students and educators
alike to learn more about the edu-
cational opportunities available in
their communities, and to become
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more engaged in their studies today so
they can plan for their future.

Our Nation’s economic competitive-
ness relies on the skill of the American
workforce and its ability to meet and
adapt to the 21st century economy. By
formally recognizing CTE Month
through this resolution, it is our hope
that we can build support in Wash-
ington and across the country for
strengthening access to and expanding
CTE programs.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 94) was agreed
to. The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate immediately proceed to executive
session to consider the following nomi-
nation on today’s Executive Calendar:
Calendar No. 48, and all nominations
on the Secretary’s desk in the Air
Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine
Corps, and Navy. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the nominations be
confirmed en bloc, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

IN THE ARMY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Kenneth E. Tovo
NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S
DESK
IN THE AIR FORCE

PN96 AIR FORCE nomination of Mark E.
Heatherly, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 26, 2015.

PN97 AIR FORCE nominations (3) begin-
ning KARIS K. GRAHAM, and ending
MARVIN WILLIAMS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN98 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin-
ning JESUS A. FLORES, and ending ROB-
ERT C. GOLDTRAP, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN99 AIR FORCE nominations (17) begin-
ning ERICA R. AUSTIN, and ending RICH-
ARD G. STEPHENSON, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.
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PN100 AIR FORCE nominations (16) begin-
ning GERARD IRVELT BAZILE, and ending
FREDERICK L. YOST, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN101 AIR FORCE nomination of Stephen
L. Nelson, Jr., which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 26, 2015.

PN102 AIR FORCE nominations (8) begin-
ning MARY J. ABERNETHY, and ending
KAREN B. STEINER, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN103 AIR FORCE nominations (6) begin-
ning MICHAEL D. AYRES, and ending
MICHELLE L. WAGNER, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN104 AIR FORCE nominations (3) begin-
ning LAURA J. MCWHIRTER, and ending
GREGG E. WENTWORTH, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 26, 2015.

PN105 AIR FORCE nomination of Nicholas
J. Zimmerman, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 26, 2015.

PN106 AIR FORCE nomination of Eric M.
Chumbley, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 26, 2015.

PN107 AIR FORCE nomination of Scott L.
Wilson, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 26, 2015.

PN133 AIR FORCE nomination of Kirsten
E. Delambo, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 29, 2015.

PN134 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin-
ning Salvatore Pelligra, and ending Rebecca
A. Bird, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of January 29, 2015.

PN135 AIR FORCE nomination of Dell P.
Dunn, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Jan-
uary 29, 2015.

PN136 AIR FORCE nomination of Latrise
P. Searson-Norris, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 29, 2015.

PN171 AIR FORCE nomination of Jeffrey
B. Krutoy, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 4, 2015.

IN THE ARMY

PN108 ARMY nomination of John P.
Hartke, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 26, 2015.

PN137 ARMY nomination of Fred J. Burpo,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 29, 2015.

PN138 ARMY nomination of Paul A.
Brisson, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 29, 2015.

PN139 ARMY nomination of Mikelle J.
Adamczyk, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 29, 2015.

PN140 ARMY nomination of Robert G.
Hale, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Jan-
uary 29, 2015.

PN141 ARMY nomination of John M. Gillis,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 29, 2015.

PN142 ARMY nomination of Andre M.
Takacs, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 29, 2015.
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PN143 ARMY nomination of Ines H. Berger,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 29, 2015.

IN THE COAST GUARD

PN94 COAST GUARD nominations (260) be-
ginning GEORGE F. ADAMS, and ending AN-
DREW H. ZUCKERMAN, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

IN THE MARINE CORPS

PN112 MARINE CORPS nominations (3) be-
ginning JERMAINE M. CADOGAN, and end-
ing AUSTIN E. WREN, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN113 MARINE CORPS nominations (7) be-
ginning ANTHONY K. ALEJANDRE, and
ending JONATHAN R. RISSER, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 26, 2015.

PN114 MARINE CORPS nominations (4) be-
ginning PAUL M. HERRLE, and ending ROB-
ERT W. PUCKETT, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN116 MARINE CORPS nominations (2) be-
ginning JAY B. DURHAM, and ending AN-
DREW K. LAW, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN117 MARINE CORPS nominations (6) be-
ginning DANIEL H. CUSINATO, and ending
WILLIAM C. VOLZ, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN118 MARINE CORPS nomination of
Ryan M. Cleveland, which was received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN119 MARINE CORPS nominations (5) be-
ginning NICHOLAS K. ELLIS, and ending
KOLLEEN L. YOUNG, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN120 MARINE CORPS nomination of Jon-
athan L. Riggs, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 26, 2015.

PN121 MARINE CORPS nominations (657)
beginning BRETT D. ABBAMONTE, and end-
ing JASON E. ZELLEY, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN123 MARINE CORPS nomination of
David C. Walsh, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 26, 2015.

PN124 MARINE CORPS nomination of
Scott W. Zimmerman, which was received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of January 26, 2015.

IN THE NAVY

PN109 NAVY nominations (37) beginning
ALYSSA B. Y. ARMSTRONG, and ending
KARI E. YAKUBISIN, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN144 NAVY nomination of Rachel A.
Passmore, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 29, 2015.

PN145 NAVY nominations (2) beginning
JUSTIN R. MILLER, and ending JAMES R.
SAULLO, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of January 29, 2015.

PN146 NAVY nomination of Candida A.
Ferguson, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 29, 2015.

PN149 NAVY nomination of Richard R.
Barber, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 29, 2015.
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PN178 NAVY nomination of Benigno T.
Razon, Jr., which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2015.

PN179 NAVY nomination of Donna L.
Smoak, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2015.

PN180 NAVY nomination of Fabio O. Aus-
tria, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 5, 2015.

PN182 NAVY nomination of Shawn D.
Wilkerson, Jr., which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of February 5, 2015.

PN183 NAVY nomination of Budd E.
Bergloff, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 5, 2015.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
4, 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday,
March 4; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following leader
remarks, the Senate resume consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 8, with 2 hours of de-
bate remaining, equally divided in the
usual form.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. McCONNELL. Tomorrow Sen-
ators should expect two rollcall votes
at approximately 11:30 a.m. on passage
of the resolution of disapproval on am-
bush elections, followed by cloture on
the Keystone veto message.

————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following up to an hour
of debate controlled by Senator MUR-
RAY or her designee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE NATIONAL
LABOR RELATIONS BOARD—Con-
tinued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise to
speak about the National Liabor Rela-
tions Board and the reforms that have
been proposed in the new rule. I rise
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first of all to provide by way of a predi-
cate or background what happened in
1935 when the National Labor Relations
Act was passed. There is a lot to talk
about in that act, but just like when a
major piece of legislation passes, we
have findings that undergird the stat-
ute itself.

I will not go through all of those
today, but I think some of the lan-
guage in there is especially appropriate
for what we are talking about. The
findings and summary spoke to the
benefits of collective bargaining—the
benefits of organizing and collectively
bargaining, and asserted at one point
very early in the statute, in the find-
ings, the first couple of paragraphs of
the findings that experience—I am
paraphrasing this but I will get to spe-
cific words in a moment.

But experience has shown that col-
lective bargaining and organizing—and
these are the exact words—‘‘safeguards
commerce from injury, impairment or
interruption.” It goes on to talk about
why it was better—why they believed
it was better to pass a statute to re-
solve labor-management disputes in-
stead of the old way, which was con-
stant conflict, conflict fighting, in
some cases even violence.

So we did the right thing in 1935 as a
country. We have had some history
since then to draw from. The National
Labor Relations Board, of course, is
the entity that gives meaning to what
we intend when we pass laws such as
the National Labor Relations Act.

Now we are having a dispute here in
this body and in the other body as well
about what these rules ought to be.
What are the rules that govern the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board, but in
particular, what are the rules that gov-
ern elections?

With all of the challenges we are fac-
ing in the country right now—the mid-
dle class has nowhere near recovered
from the last—the great recession.
Wages have been declining over a gen-
eration, or at least not increasing at
the level that costs have been increas-
ing.

So with all of that pressure on fami-
lies, you could think this could be an
area of common ground, but it is not.
With all of those challenges facing
middle-class families, it is dis-
appointing that Republicans in the
Senate have chosen to focus on rolling
back the National Labor Relation’s
Board modest and commonsense re-
forms, to help workers get a seat at the
table, so they can increase their wages
and their economic security.

Democrats are fighting to increase
wages and we are also fighting for eco-
nomic security, at the same time Re-
publicans seem to be constantly fight-
ing to increase corporate profits while
making workers pay the price. All of
us, whether we are Democrats or Re-
publicans, should be coming together
to expand workers’ voices at the table
and not attacking workers’ right to
collectively bargain.

We are talking about something fun-
damental here, the opportunity to have
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