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Whereas wildlife poaching negatively im-
pacts local communities that rely on natural
resources for economic development, includ-
ing tourism;

Whereas penal and financial deterrents can
improve the ability of African governments
to reduce poaching and trafficking and en-
hance their capabilities of managing their
resources;

Whereas assisting institutions in devel-
oping nations, including material, training,
legal, and diplomatic support, can reduce il-
legal wildlife trade;

Whereas wildlife provides a multitude of
benefits to all nations, and wildlife crime
has wide-ranging economic, environmental,
and social impacts;

Whereas the number of elephants killed by
poachers in Kenya increased by more than
800 percent from 2007 to 2012, from 47 to 387
elephants killed;

Whereas the number of rhinoceroses killed
by poachers in South Africa increased by
more than 7000 percent between 2007 and 2013,
from 13 to 1004 rhinoceroses killed;

Whereas the number of forest elephants in
the Congo Basin in central Africa declined
by approximately two-thirds between 2002
and 2012, placing forest elephants on track
for extinction within the next decade;

Whereas as few as 3200 tigers remain in the
wild throughout all of Asia;

Whereas approximately 100,000,000 sharks
are killed annually, often targeted solely for
their fins, and unsustainable trade is the pri-
mary cause of serious population decline in
several shark species, including scalloped
hammerhead sharks, great hammerhead
sharks, and oceanic whitetip sharks;

Whereas the United States is developing
measures to address the criminal, financial,
security, and environmental aspects of wild-
life trafficking;

Whereas Congress has allocated specific re-
sources to combat wildlife trafficking and
address the threats posed by poaching and
the illegal wildlife trade;

Whereas in December 2013, the United Na-
tions General Assembly proclaimed March 3
as World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise
awareness of the wild fauna and flora around
the world;

Whereas March 3, 2015, represents the sec-
ond annual celebration of World Wildlife
Day; and

Whereas in 2015, World Wildlife Day com-
memorations will ‘‘celebrate the many beau-
tiful and varied forms of wild fauna and
flora, raise awareness of the multitude of
benefits that wildlife provides to people, and
raise awareness of the urgent need to step up
the fight against wildlife crime, which has
wide-ranging economic, environmental, and
social impacts’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 3, 2015, as
Wildlife Day’’;

(2) supports raising awareness of the bene-
fits that wildlife provides to people and the
threats facing wildlife around the world;

(3) supports escalating the fight against
wildlife crime, including wildlife trafficking;

(4) applauds the domestic and inter-
national efforts to escalate the fight against
wildlife crime;

(56) commends the efforts of the United
States to mobilize the entire Government in
a coordinated, efficient, and effective man-
ner for dramatic progress in the fight
against wildlife crime; and

(6) encourages continued cooperation be-
tween the United States, international part-
ners, local communities, nonprofit organiza-
tions, private industry, and other partner or-
ganizations in an effort to conserve and cele-
brate wildlife, preserving this precious re-
source for future generations.

“World
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 7—AUTHORIZING THE USE
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR A
CEREMONY TO AWARD THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO
THE WORLD WAR II MEMBERS
OF THE DOOLITTLE TOKYO
RAIDERS

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
NELSON, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr.
SCHATZ) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. CON. RES. 7

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
CEREMONY TO PRESENT CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO WORLD
WAR II MEMBERS OF DOOLITTLE
TOKYO RAIDERS.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used on April 15, 2015, for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medal to the
World War II members of the Doolittle
Tokyo Raiders, collectively, in recognition
of the military service and exemplary record
of the Doolittle Tokyo Raiders during World
War II.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the ceremony described in
subsection (a) shall be carried out in accord-
ance with such conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Architect of the Capitol.

————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions will meet during
the session of the Senate on March 5,
2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD-430 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled. ‘‘America’s
Health IT Transformation: Translating
the Promise of Electronic Health
Records Into Better Care.”

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Jamie
Garden of the committee staff on (202)
224-1409.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions will meet during
the session of the Senate on March 10,
2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD-430 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled. ‘‘Continuing
America’s Leadership in Medical Inno-
vation for Patients.”

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Jamie
Garden of the committee staff on (202)
224-1409.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on March 3,
2015, at 2:15 p.m., in the President’s
Room of the Capitol.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 3, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 3, 2015, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Federal Reserve Ac-
countability and Reform.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 3, 2015, at 9 a.m., in room SR-253
of the Russell Senate Office Building,
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Exam-
ining the FY 2016 Budget Requests for
the U.S. Department of Commerce and
the TU.S. Department of Transpor-
tation.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 3, 2015, at 9 a.m., in room SD-
215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled
“Fairness in Taxation.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 3, 2015, at 4 p.m., to
conduct a classified brief entitled ‘“Up-
date on the Campaign against ISIS.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION AND NATIONAL
INTEREST
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Immigration and the Na-
tional Interest be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate, on
March 3, 2015, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-
226 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled
“Oversight of U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services: Ensuring Agency
Priorities Comply with the Law.”’
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Emily O’Neill,
a detailee with the Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions Committee, be
granted floor privileges for the dura-
tion of the consideration of S.J. Res. 8.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 94, introduced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 94) supporting the
goals and ideals of Career and Technical
Education Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, the key to
America’s continued success lies in im-
proving our Nation’s educational sys-
tem. Career and technical education,
CTE, programs are a critical compo-
nent to every student’s education, cre-
ating diverse pathways into further
education and careers. Today, these
programs serve 94 percent of all high
school students and 12 million postsec-
ondary students. In both rural and
urban communities, CTE plays a vital
role in building student engagement,
continuing our Nation’s economic com-
petitiveness, and building the skills of
our workforce to meet and adapt to the
needs of the 21st century.

Further, approximately 30 percent of
jobs by 2018 will require some college
or a 2-year associates degree, a need
that can be met by improved access to
CTE programs. By increasing these op-
portunities to obtain postsecondary
skills training and meaningful creden-
tials, CTE equitably distributes eco-
nomic opportunity to all students who
are willing to work for it. According to
the U.S. Department of Education’s Of-
fice for Career, Technical and Adult
Education, the average high school
graduation rate for students concen-
trating in CTE programs is 93 percent,
compared with the national average of

80 percent.
This is why today, with my Senate
CTE Caucus cochairs Senator

PORTMAN, Senator BALDWIN, and Sen-
ator ISAKSON and other colleagues in
the Senate, I am submitting a bipar-
tisan resolution to designate February
as Career and Technical Education,
CTE, Month. CTE Month provides a
chance for students and educators
alike to learn more about the edu-
cational opportunities available in
their communities, and to become
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more engaged in their studies today so
they can plan for their future.

Our Nation’s economic competitive-
ness relies on the skill of the American
workforce and its ability to meet and
adapt to the 21st century economy. By
formally recognizing CTE Month
through this resolution, it is our hope
that we can build support in Wash-
ington and across the country for
strengthening access to and expanding
CTE programs.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 94) was agreed
to. The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate immediately proceed to executive
session to consider the following nomi-
nation on today’s Executive Calendar:
Calendar No. 48, and all nominations
on the Secretary’s desk in the Air
Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine
Corps, and Navy. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the nominations be
confirmed en bloc, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

IN THE ARMY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Kenneth E. Tovo
NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S
DESK
IN THE AIR FORCE

PN96 AIR FORCE nomination of Mark E.
Heatherly, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 26, 2015.

PN97 AIR FORCE nominations (3) begin-
ning KARIS K. GRAHAM, and ending
MARVIN WILLIAMS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN98 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin-
ning JESUS A. FLORES, and ending ROB-
ERT C. GOLDTRAP, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN99 AIR FORCE nominations (17) begin-
ning ERICA R. AUSTIN, and ending RICH-
ARD G. STEPHENSON, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.
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PN100 AIR FORCE nominations (16) begin-
ning GERARD IRVELT BAZILE, and ending
FREDERICK L. YOST, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN101 AIR FORCE nomination of Stephen
L. Nelson, Jr., which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 26, 2015.

PN102 AIR FORCE nominations (8) begin-
ning MARY J. ABERNETHY, and ending
KAREN B. STEINER, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN103 AIR FORCE nominations (6) begin-
ning MICHAEL D. AYRES, and ending
MICHELLE L. WAGNER, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 26, 2015.

PN104 AIR FORCE nominations (3) begin-
ning LAURA J. MCWHIRTER, and ending
GREGG E. WENTWORTH, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 26, 2015.

PN105 AIR FORCE nomination of Nicholas
J. Zimmerman, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 26, 2015.

PN106 AIR FORCE nomination of Eric M.
Chumbley, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 26, 2015.

PN107 AIR FORCE nomination of Scott L.
Wilson, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 26, 2015.

PN133 AIR FORCE nomination of Kirsten
E. Delambo, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 29, 2015.

PN134 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin-
ning Salvatore Pelligra, and ending Rebecca
A. Bird, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of January 29, 2015.

PN135 AIR FORCE nomination of Dell P.
Dunn, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Jan-
uary 29, 2015.

PN136 AIR FORCE nomination of Latrise
P. Searson-Norris, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 29, 2015.

PN171 AIR FORCE nomination of Jeffrey
B. Krutoy, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 4, 2015.

IN THE ARMY

PN108 ARMY nomination of John P.
Hartke, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 26, 2015.

PN137 ARMY nomination of Fred J. Burpo,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 29, 2015.

PN138 ARMY nomination of Paul A.
Brisson, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 29, 2015.

PN139 ARMY nomination of Mikelle J.
Adamczyk, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 29, 2015.

PN140 ARMY nomination of Robert G.
Hale, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Jan-
uary 29, 2015.

PN141 ARMY nomination of John M. Gillis,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 29, 2015.

PN142 ARMY nomination of Andre M.
Takacs, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 29, 2015.
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