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VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for yesterday’s vote
on the motion to invoke cloture on the
motion to go to conference on the
House message to accompany H.R. 240,
the Department of Homeland Security
Appropriations Act. I would have voted
nay.

As well, I was necessarily absent for
yesterday’s vote on the motion to table
the request to go to conference on H.R.
240, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Appropriations Act. I would have
voted aye.

———

TRIBUTE TO DAN HAMMER

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I would
like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize a great friend and gifted
wordsmith, Dan Hammer, who is retir-
ing after a long and distinguished ca-
reer in public service.

Born and raised in San Jose, Dan at-
tended UC Santa Cruz before moving to
Boston to manage an antiwar printing
press. He returned to the San Fran-
cisco Bay area soon afterwards, where
he cut his editing teeth as a typesetter
for Rolling Stone magazine.

I first crossed paths with Dan during
my 1992 Senate campaign. Dan stopped
by my San Diego campaign office after
work one day, and his immense talents
immediately caught the attention of
my local campaign manager. Dan
quickly became one of my hardest
working volunteers, doing everything
from  writing memos and news
advisories to helping manage my pub-
lic events. After I won the election, I
knew I had to have Dan on my team.
Although it took some convincing, he
joined my San Diego district office in
1994.

Dan has held many positions in my
offices over the years. As a San Diego-
based field representative, he served as
my eyes and ears on the ground, keep-
ing me apprised of critical issues in
southern California. As my deputy
press secretary based out of my Wash-
ington, DC office, Dan worked many
late nights writing press releases and
staffing me at events. As my con-
stituent communications director, Dan
moved my entire legislative cor-
respondence operation from DC to
southern California, managing the full
operation with discipline and precision.
Under his leadership, my legislative
correspondence team answers 200,000
letters and emails every month, and he
uses his exceptional communications
skills every day to share my work with
the constituents I serve. Through it
all, he has helped teach a generation of
young staffers how to effectively com-
municate about the most important
issues and ideas of our time.

Outside of work, Dan selflessly gives
his time to the causes he believes in.
Whether volunteering with environ-
mental organizations like the Planning
and Conservation League, working for
other elected officials including Con-
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gresswoman SUSAN DAVIS, or joining
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, Dan
has always been dedicated to making
his community a better place to live.

For more than 20 years, Dan has been
a trusted ally, advisor, and friend. As
he begins his retirement and embarks
on the next exciting chapter of his life,
I send him, his wife Shelley, and their
entire family my best wishes, deep af-
fection, and abiding gratitude.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13660 ON MARCH 6, 2014, AS MODI-
FIED BY THE ORDER OF DECEM-
BER 19, 2014, WITH RESPECT TO
UKRAINE—PM 8

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13660 of March 6, 2014, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond March 6, 2015.

The actions and policies of persons
that undermine democratic processes
and institutions in Ukraine; threaten
its peace, security, stability, sov-
ereignty, and territorial integrity; and
contribute to the misappropriation of
its assets, as well as the actions and
policies of the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation, including its pur-
ported annexation of Crimea and its
use of force in Ukraine, continue to
pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13660
with respect to Ukraine.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 3, 2015.
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CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13288 ON MARCH 6, 2003, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE ACTIONS AND
POLICIES OF CERTAIN MEMBERS

OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
ZIMBABWE AND OTHER PERSONS
TO UNDERMINE ZIMBABWE’S

DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES OR IN-
STITUTIONS—PM 9

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13288 of March 6, 2003, with re-
spect to the actions and policies of cer-
tain members of the Government of
Zimbabwe and other persons to under-
mine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes
or institutions is to continue in effect
beyond March 6, 2015.

The threat constituted by the actions
and policies of certain members of the
Government of Zimbabwe and other
persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s
democratic processes or institutions
has not been resolved. These actions
and policies continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue this na-
tional emergency and to maintain in
force the sanctions to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 3, 2015.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:17 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 280. An act to authorize the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to recoup bonuses and
awards paid to employees of the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

H.R. 294. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to enter into contracts and
agreements for the placement of veterans in
non-Department medical foster homes for
certain veterans who are unable to live inde-
pendently.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 2 of the Migratory
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Bird Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 715a),
and the order of the House of January
6, 2015, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Migra-
tory Bird Conservation Commission:
Mr. THOMPSON of California.

The message further announced that
pursuant to Executive Order No. 12131,
and the order of the House of January
6, 2015, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Members on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Presi-
dent’s Export Council: Mr. KILDEE of
Michigan and Ms. DELBENE of Wash-
ington.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 280. An act to authorize the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to recoup bonuses and
awards paid to employees of the Department
of Veterans Affairs; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 294. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to enter into contracts and
agreements for the placement of veterans in
non-Department medical foster homes for
certain veterans who are unable to live inde-
pendently; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 625. A bill to provide for congressional
review and oversight of agreements relating
to Iran’s nuclear program, and for other pur-
poses.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. ROBERTS for the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

*Jeffery S. Hall, of Kentucky, to be a Mem-
ber of the Farm Credit Administration
Board, Farm Credit Administration, for a
term expiring October 13, 2018.

*Dallas P. Tonsager, of South Dakota, to
be a Member of the Farm Credit Administra-
tion Board, Farm Credit Administration, for
a term expiring May 21, 2020.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. JOHNSON:

S. 623. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to train Department of
Homeland Security personnel how to effec-
tively deter, detect , disrupt, and prevent
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human trafficking during the course of their
primary roles and responsibilities, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. CARDIN, and Ms. COL-
LINS):

S. 624. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to waive coinsurance
under Medicare for colorectal cancer screen-
ing tests, regardless of whether therapeutic
intervention is required during the screen-
ing; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MCCONNELL:

S. 625. A bill to provide for congressional
review and oversight of agreements relating
to Iran’s nuclear program, and for other pur-
poses; read the first time.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. SCHUMER):

S. 626. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to cover physician services
delivered by podiatric physicians to ensure
access by Medicaid beneficiaries to appro-
priate quality foot and ankle care, to amend
title XVIII of such Act to modify the re-
quirements for diabetic shoes to be included
under Medicare, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. AYOTTE (for herself, Mrs.
MCCASKILL, Mr. MORAN, Mr. FLAKE,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
THUNE, and Mr. CRAPO):

S. 627. A bill to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to revoke bonuses paid to
employees involved in electronic wait list
manipulations, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. KIRK (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN):

S. 628. A Dbill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for the designation of
maternity care health professional shortage
areas; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. McCAS-
KILL, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. KIRK, and Mr.
BLUNT):

S. 629. A bill to enable hospital-based nurs-
ing programs that are affiliated with a hos-
pital to maintain payments under the Medi-
care program to hospitals for the costs of
such programs; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mrs. BOXER):

S. 630. A bill to establish the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta National Heritage Area;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. SULLIVAN):

S. 631. A bill to exempt National Forest
System land in the State of Alaska from the
Roadless Area Conservation Rule; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, and Ms. HIRONO):

S. 632. A bill to strengthen the position of
the United States as the world’s leading in-
novator by amending title 35, United States
Code, to protect the property rights of the
inventors that grow the country’s economy;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PAUL:

S. 633. A bill to prohibit certain assistance
to the Palestinian Authority; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. GARDNER:

S. 634. A bill to prohibit the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency from recouping
certain assistance, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. MARKEY:

S. 635. A bill to amend the FAA Moderniza-

tion and Reform Act of 2012 to provide guid-
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ance and limitations regarding the integra-
tion of unmanned aircraft systems into
United States airspace, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. UDALL:

S. 636. A bill to reduce prescription drug
misuse and abuse; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. MORAN, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. CASEY, Mr. B0O0z-
MAN, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL):

S. 637. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend and modify the
railroad track maintenance credit; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. LEE, Mr. CRrRAPO, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. VIT-

TER):

S. 638. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act
with respect to exceptional event demonstra-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
LEE, Mr. COATS, and Mr. CORNYN):

S. 639. A bill to require the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency to
include in any proposed rule that limits
greenhouse gas emissions and imposes in-
creased costs on other Federal agencies an
offset from funds available to the Adminis-
trator for all projected increased costs that
the proposed rule would impose on other
Federal agencies; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. ENZI, Mr. COATS, Mr. LEE,
Mr. CORNYN, and Mr. VITTER):

S. 640. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act to
delay the review and revision of the national
ambient air quality standards for ozone; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mrs.
ERNST):

S. 641. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the employer
wage credit for activated military reservists;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN:

S. 642. A bill to aid human trafficking vic-
tims’ recovery and rehabilitation; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO):

S. 643. A bill to amend titles I and II of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 to strengthen connections to early
childhood education programs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. SULLIVAN):

S. 644. A Dbill to resolve title issues involv-
ing real property and equipment acquired
using funds provided under the Alaska Kiln
Drying Grant Program; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 645. A bill to assist States in providing
voluntary high-quality universal prekinder-
garten programs and programs to support in-
fants and toddlers; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr.
HEINRICH):

S. 646. A Dbill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide an individual with a
mental health screening before the indi-
vidual enlists in the Armed Forces or is com-
missioned as an officer in the Armed Forces,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.
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