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seekers of all ages to the North. This
park helps connect people today to
America’s history.

Only recently has the Park Service
begun establishing units dedicated to
the lives of African Americans. Places
such as Booker T. Washington National
Monument on the campus of Tuskegee
University in Alabama, the George
Washington Carver National Monu-
ment in Missouri, the National His-
toric Trail commemorating the march
for voting rights from Selma to Mont-
gomery, and most recently the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Memorial on the Mall
are all important monuments and
places of historical significance that
help tell the story of the African-Amer-
ican experience.

As the National Park Service con-
tinues its important work to com-
memorate and preserve African-Amer-
ican history by providing greater pub-
lic access and information about the
places and people who have shaped the
African-American experience, there are
very few units dedicated to the lives of
African-American women. This historic
park is the first national park in honor
of a woman—obviously the first histor-
ical park for an African-American
woman.

As we celebrate Black history this
month and women’s history next
month, I cannot think of a more fitting
hero than Harriet Tubman to be the
first African-American woman to be
memorialized with national historical
parks. These parks tell both her per-
sonal story and her lifelong fight for
justice and freedom, from her fight
against the cruel institution of slavery
and the establishment of the Under-
ground Railroad that she led, to her
work in the women’s suffrage move-
ment.

I encourage my colleagues to seek in-
spiration from the heroes of their own
States and work to preserve the phys-
ical remnants of their legacy so that
future generations of Americans might
better know who helped form this great
Nation.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CruUz). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate resumes the motion to proceed to
H.R. 240 at 2:15 p.m. today, Senators be
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

WORKING TOGETHER FOR
AMERICA

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, at a press
conference the day after the elections
in November, President Obama said: ‘I
am eager to work with the new Con-
gress to make the next 2 years as pro-
ductive as possible.”

Well, Republicans couldn’t have been
happier to hear that. After years of
dysfunction in the Democrat-led Sen-
ate, Republicans were eager to get
Washington working again for Ameri-
cans and working with the President to
get things done for the American peo-
ple. We are still eager to work with the
President, but, unfortunately, despite
his words, the President hasn’t shown
much of an inclination to work with
Congress.

Between January 7 and February 10
of this year, President Obama issued a
total of 13 veto threats. That is more
than two veto threats per week during
that period. He has announced his in-
tention to veto everything from a bi-
partisan jobs bill to national security
legislation to bills to protect the un-
born. And, of course, he has threatened
to veto the Keystone XL Pipeline bill—
a threat he is likely to make good on
this week.

One would think that if President
Obama were at all serious about want-
ing to work with Congress, Keystone
would be the first bill he would sign.
The American people support Keystone
by a wide margin. Unions support Key-
stone because they are eager for the
jobs that it would create. Substantial
numbers of Democrats support Key-
stone.

Here is what one Democrat had to
say about the pipeline: ‘“We have ev-
erything to gain by building this pipe-
line, especially since it would help cre-
ate thousands of jobs right here at
home and limit our dependence on for-
eign o0il.” That is from a Democrat
here in the Senate.

Approving Keystone is a no-brainer.
It would support 42,000 jobs during con-
struction, would contribute billions to
our economy, and would bring in sub-
stantial revenue to State and local
governments which would mean more
money for local priorities such as
schools and teachers, roads and
bridges. It would do all of this without
spending a dime—not a single dime of
taxpayer money.

The President’s refusal to approve
this legislation is a signal of just how
unserious he is about wanting to work
with Congress to get things done. Un-
fortunately, after a promising start
Democrats in the Senate are starting
to imitate President Obama’s obstruc-
tion. Yesterday Democrats again voted
to filibuster the Department of Home-
land Security appropriations bill for
the fourth time this month. What is
their reason? They are desperate to
protect the President’s Executive ac-
tion on immigration.

Before President Obama decided to
implement his Executive amnesty, he
said 22 times he did not have the au-
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thority to take this action. In fact, in
March of 2011 he told an audience:

With respect to the notion that I can just
suspend deportation through executive
order, that is just not the case, because there
are laws on the books that Congress has
passed. . . . we’ve got three branches of gov-
ernment. Congress passes the law. The exec-
utive branch’s job is to enforce and imple-
ment those laws.

That is from the President of the
United States in March of 2011. At least
eight Democrats have expressed simi-
lar concerns. This is from a Democrat
here in the Senate: ‘I have to be hon-
est, how this is coming about makes
me uncomfortable.”’

An independent Senator from Maine
stated: ‘I also frankly am concerned
about the constitutional separation of
powers.”’

This is an example of the reserva-
tions that have been expressed by
Democrats right here in the Senate
about the President’s Executive am-
nesty.

Last week a Federal judge agreed
with the legal concerns the President
had raised and ordered the administra-
tion to halt amnesty proceedings. De-
spite this, Democrats continue to try
to protect funding for the President’s
unconstitutional action by preventing
consideration of the Homeland Secu-
rity appropriations bill.

If Democrats object to parts of the
bill, they need to vote to get on the bill
so they can offer proposals to amend it.
That is the way this place works. Re-
publicans have made it very clear that
we are ready and willing to vote on
Democratic amendments. The leader
on our side has said that when we get
on the bill we will alternate amend-
ments. It will be a free-flowing process,
just as we committed to when we took
the majority in the Senate.

The Democrats object to the bill’s
lack of funding for the President’s am-
nesty. Then they should offer amend-
ments to restore the funding. That is
simply how it works in the Senate. All
we have to do is get on the bill. That
just takes six Democrats to get us onto
that legislation to give us an oppor-
tunity to actually debate this.

When the Republicans took over the
Senate in January, we made it our goal
to get Washington working again. That
is exactly what we have done. Our
Democrat-controlled Senate was run
on a strictly partisan line basis. The
minority party was shut out of the de-
bate and the amendment process, and
the Senate spent much of its time on
narrow, partisan legislation.

Under Republican control the Senate
floor has become once again an open
forum for debate and amendments by
Members of both parties. Republicans
have allowed almost three times as
many amendments in January alone as
Democrats allowed in the entire cal-
endar year of 2014.

The Keystone XL Pipeline bill was
passed with bipartisan support with
amendments from Members of both
parties. Republicans are eager to con-
tinue this bipartisan process going for-
ward. That is why the obstruction of
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the President and the Democrats in
this particular circumstance is so dis-
appointing.

Nobody around here expects Demo-
crats and Republicans to always agree.
They certainly don’t expect the Presi-
dent to never issue a veto threat. But
the President’s apparent determination
to obstruct everything is pretty dis-
couraging.

If the President continues to make
veto threats at the same rate he has so
far, we will be looking at almost 90
veto threats by the end of 2015. The
American people deserve and expect
better. Americans sent a clear message
in the last election. They were tired of
business as usual in Washington. They
want Members of Congress and the
President to work together to address
the challenges facing our Nation.
Clearly, the President still hasn’t man-
aged to process that message.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S FOREIGN
POLICY

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, before I
close, I would like to take a minute to
talk about the President’s foreign pol-
icy. The Congress has received the
President’s request for authorization
for the use of military force in Iraq and
Syria, and we will take a hard look at
this request. But we still haven’t seen
a comprehensive strategy from the
President for confronting and defeating
ISIS. ISIS represents a barely com-
prehensible level of evil. Wherever its
members go they leave a trail of blood.
Their reign of terror in the Middle East
has included the systematic persecu-
tion and murder of Christians and
other minorities, rape, torture, burn-
ings, beheadings, as well as reports of
the crucifixion and burying alive of
children.

Just 2 weeks ago ISIS beheaded 21
Coptic Christians in Libya. The men’s
only crime was professing their faith.
This morning’s news included reports
of another 90 Assyrian Christians being
abducted by ISIS from a village in
northern Syria.

My heart sinks each time I hear any
report of abductions of this nature be-
cause we know the fate that is likely in
store for these people. Evil like this
cannot be ignored. It must be con-
fronted. The United States should be a
leader in the effort to defeat this hell-
ish organization and its reign of bru-
tality.

The President should have articu-
lated a plan for responding to ISIS
months ago, but, unfortunately, his
lack of decision is par for the course
when it comes to this administration’s
foreign policy. Time and again, the
President has been confronted with a
foreign policy crisis and has simply
failed to respond. That needs to end
now. With crises multiplying around
the world, it is time for the President
to step up and start leading. We cannot
afford for him to sit on the sidelines
any longer.

I yield the floor.
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ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess until 2:15 p.m., with all other pro-
visions of the previous order remaining
in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:27 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN).

————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, Senators are per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

Mr. BENNET. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for up to
10 minutes as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, this
week marks the final week of Black
History Month, an annual tradition
that celebrates Black history and cul-
ture but also is a call to action to con-
tinue our Nation’s march, as halting as
it sometimes is, toward equality.

This week we take an important step
toward awarding a Congressional Gold
Medal to the foot soldiers who partici-
pated in Bloody Sunday, Turnaround
Tuesday, or the Selma to Montgomery
Voting Rights March. Senator SCOTT
and I and Senators SHELBY and SES-
SIONS and the banking committee
moved forward on that earlier today. I
am proud to be one of the 65 cospon-
sors. I am also introducing a resolution
this week instructing the Postal Serv-
ice to issue a commemorative stamp
honoring the 50th anniversary of the
Selma marches.

It is far past time for us to honor the
brave men and women who risked life
and limb to demand full participation
in our democracy. We can do this on
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the Senate floor. We can do it by trav-
eling to Selma. Next week Senator
ScoTT and I will lead a delegation to
Selma for the anniversary of the
march. I understand my colleague from
Ohio may be joining us. I took my
daughters Emily and Elizabeth there a
number of years ago. I look forward to
the journey to Selma with my wife in
a couple of weeks, marking the 50th an-
niversary.

Fifty years ago, Dr. King led thou-
sands in that 54-mile march—the sec-
ond Selma bridge crossing, if you will.
They arrived in Montgomery 4 days
later to a crowd of 25,000 Black and
White supporters. In his speech that
day, Dr. King told a story of one of the
marchers: Sister Pollard, a 70-year-old
African-American women who lived in
Montgomery during the bus boycott a
little less than a decade earlier.

She was asked if she wanted a ride
during the march instead of walking.
She said: ‘““‘No.”

The person said: ‘““‘Aren’t you tired?”’

She said: ‘“My feet are tired, but my
soul is rested.”

Progress is never easy, and as we cel-
ebrate Black History Month, we are re-
minded of the long journey we have
traveled and how far we still have to
go.

This month we celebrate the con-
tributions African Americans have
made to the fabric of our Nation.

When Carter G. Woodson started
what became Black History Month in
1926, my State of Ohio—the Presiding
Officer’s State—had already produced
19th-century poet Paul Laurence Dun-
bar; Columbus native Granville T.
Woods had already invented the tele-
graph device that sent messages be-
tween moving trains and train sta-
tions; Mary Jane Patterson had al-
ready become the first Black woman to
graduate from Oberlin College, in my
part of Ohio; Garrett Morgan, a Cleve-
lander, had already invented the traffic
signal; Ohio State Representative John
P. Green had introduced a bill to estab-
lish Labor Day in Ohio, which later be-
came Labor Day, which we all cele-
brate; and COL Charles Young, who
found freedom in Ripley, OH, in the
Presiding Officer’s old congressional
district, became the highest ranking
African-American commanding officer
in the U.S. Army in 1894—120 years
ago—and the first African-American
superintendent of a national park.

This month we celebrate these and
other pioneering Ohioans: two Pulitzer
Prize winners—Nobel Prize-winning
writer Toni Morrison from Lorain and
former Poet Laureate of the United
States Rita Dove from Akron.

Olympic Gold Medalist Jesse
grew up in Cleveland. Jesse
spoke at my brother’s high
graduation in Mansfield.

Howard Arthur Tibbs from Salem
served with the Tuskegee Airmen, and
I was honored to meet his family in
2007 when this body posthumously
awarded him the Congressional Gold
Medal.
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