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told us this could be achieved with 
minimal—minimal—environmental im-
pact. That is why this jobs and infra-
structure bill passed both Houses of 
Congress with bipartisan support. 

I know powerful special interests and 
political extremists are pressuring the 
President to veto American jobs. I hope 
President Obama will join with us in 
standing for the middle class instead. 
It is hard to even imagine what a seri-
ous justification for a veto might be. 
Excuses related to the review process 
obviously won’t work, since this bipar-
tisan bill is a solution for fixing a re-
view the Obama administration broke 
as it ignored deadlines and interfered 
for political reasons. Plus, the Presi-
dent has called on Congress to send 
him infrastructure projects, and Key-
stone is an important infrastructure 
project that is shovel ready. 

Americans are urging President 
Obama to finally heed scientific con-
clusions his own State Department al-
ready reached. There is no reason for 
the President to ignore that science 
any longer. Republicans and Demo-
crats, labor unions and businesses—we 
are all calling on him to finally allow 
American workers to build an infra-
structure project that just makes good 
sense. 

Mr. President, last night I took ac-
tion to allow the Senate to consider 
commonsense legislation that every 
Democrat should want to support. This 
targeted measure would address the 
President’s most recent overreach from 
November. 

The bill isn’t tied to DHS funding. 
There is no excuse for our friends on 
the other side to oppose it. That is es-
pecially true of the Democrats who led 
their constituents to believe they 
would stand up for democratic prin-
ciples in this debate. These colleagues 
have hidden behind all manner of ex-
cuses to avoid upsetting the far left. 
Well, this bill removes the excuses and 
it sets up a simple political equation: 
Either stand in defense of extreme 
overreach or stand with constituents in 
support of shared democratic values. 

As I have said already, my preference 
remains with the legislation that has 
already passed the House. It is still the 
simplest way forward. But as long as 
Democrats continue to prevent us from 
even debating that bill, I am ready to 
try another way. I hope our friends 
across the aisle will demonstrate simi-
lar flexibility. 

I am calling on Senators of good 
faith to work with us and move the bill 
forward as quickly as possible. So let’s 
get to work. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic leader is recognized. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I do appre-

ciate—and that is an understatement— 
what the majority leader has to go 
through to try to please the extreme 
voices on his side. The fact remains we 
are 4 very short days away from a 
Homeland Security shutdown—a shut-
down, Mr. President. We have a couple 

of bills on the floor that, unless there 
is unanimous consent, we can’t get to 
in 4 days. Funding expires on Friday, 
yet last night the majority leader 
moved to bring a bill to the floor that 
does absolutely nothing to fund Home-
land Security—nothing. 

If the majority leader wanted a vote 
on this bill, he shouldn’t have wasted a 
month repeating the same failed proce-
dural vote four times with the same re-
sult. Albert Einstein said that is the 
definition of insanity, when you keep 
doing the same thing over and over 
again, getting the same result. 

We have said all along that we are 
more than happy to have an immigra-
tion debate once Homeland Security is 
funded. Nevada so badly needs full 
funding of Homeland Security. State 
and local governments demand full 
funding of Homeland Security. It is not 
only for Nevada, it is all across the 
country, because the homeland cannot 
be protected the way the law is now set 
up unless the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has the 
ability to grant. If there is full funding, 
it would be almost $2 billion worth of 
programs to allow the homeland to be 
protected by State and local govern-
ments. 

So we are happy to have a debate on 
immigration, but we have to fully fund 
Homeland Security. We have said that 
all along. We have said it not once, not 
twice, but we have said it many dif-
ferent times. 

In fact, there was a proposal brought 
to the Senate floor 3 weeks ago, spon-
sored by Senators MIKULSKI and SHA-
HEEN, only to have the Republicans ob-
ject to that. 

We want a debate on immigration. 
We are happy to have a debate on im-
migration. We are eager to debate im-
migration now or any other time, but 
we can’t do that until we fully fund the 
Department of Homeland Security. We 
have been saying that for 4 weeks and 
nothing has changed in the last 24 
hours. 

The majority leader should allow a 
vote on the Mikulski-Shaheen funding, 
which is sitting on the floor right now. 
It is on the calendar. That is the only 
way to resolve this mess which the Re-
publicans created. The only thing that 
can pass the Senate is a clean bill to 
fund Homeland Security. And then, 
once that is done, there is a consent 
pending here on the Senate floor that 
says once that is done and the Presi-
dent signs that, we will be happy to de-
bate immigration for whatever time 
the Republicans deem necessary. 

Would the Chair announce the busi-
ness of the day. 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 

12:30 p.m., with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each, with the first hour equally di-
vided, and with the Democrats control-
ling the first half and the Republicans 
controlling the final half. 

The assistant Democratic leader. 
f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FUNDING 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, by cal-
culation, we have today and 3 more 
days before the Department of Home-
land Security is shut down. 

Think about what happened this last 
weekend all across America. It was dis-
closed publicly that an extremist 
group, a terrorist group—Al-Shabab— 
had some communication among their 
membership targeting malls in Amer-
ica for extremism and terrorism. God 
forbid that ever happens. 

I know those who are managing these 
malls look at the terrible situation 
that occurred in Africa and want to 
make certain it is never repeated any-
where, let alone in the United States. 
They are making extraordinary efforts 
to protect people across America, not 
only as they are shopping in malls but 
in other places, as they should. 

What is the lead agency to protect 
America against terrorism? What is 
the lead agency to make sure we never 
ever again in our history experience 9/ 
11? The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. That Department was created 
after 9/11, because we felt the way we 
were protecting America wasn’t good 
enough. We took 22 different Federal 
agencies and put them under the roof 
of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and said to that Department: Now 
focus; focus all your time and efforts to 
keep us safe. They have done a good 
job. I am sure they have made some 
mistakes along the way, but they have 
really dedicated themselves—all the 
men and women who work there—to 
keeping America safe. 

Now what has Congress done for the 
Department of Homeland Security? 
Last December, when we considered 
the appropriations—the budget—for 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
the Republicans insisted we take that 
Department out of the regular budget 
process and give it only temporary 
funding, a continuing resolution—tem-
porary funding—which limits the au-
thority of the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to do his best job to keep 
America safe. Why would the Repub-
licans pick this appropriation, the sin-
gle appropriation to keep America safe 
from terrorism and decide they don’t 
want to properly fund it? They are only 
giving it temporary funding and a con-
tinuing resolution because they dis-
agree with President Obama’s position 
on immigration. That is it. 

They want this issue of immigration, 
separate and apart from the budget of 
the Homeland Security, to be debated, 
and they insist they will not fund the 
Department of Homeland Security 
until it is debated. So come February 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:01 Feb 25, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G24FE6.001 S24FEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1039 February 24, 2015 
27, in just a few days, this Department 
of Homeland Security is going to shut 
down. It is going to shut down. 

Many of the employees are essential. 
They will be asked to come to work 
even though there is only a promise of 
a paycheck, and they will show up be-
cause they are loyal to this country 
and they want to do their job to keep 
it safe. Why won’t the Senate and the 
House do its job? 

Why can’t we pass a clean appropria-
tions bill for the Department of Home-
land Security? Before we took a break 
last week for President’s week I made 
a unanimous consent request on the 
floor to do just that—pass a clean ap-
propriations bill for the Department of 
Homeland Security. The majority lead-
er, Senator MCCONNELL of Kentucky, 
objected. He objected to funding the 
Department of Homeland Security. I 
don’t understand it. It doesn’t make 
sense for us to put in jeopardy the se-
curity of America over a political de-
bate on immigration. 

What is ironic is that now that the 
Republicans have the majority control 
of the House and the Senate they can 
call any bill they wish. After funding 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
they can turn immediately to a debate 
on immigration. It is their right. They 
pick the topics, they dictate the cal-
endar, and those of us in the minority 
have to accede to their wishes. They 
are in the majority. They are control-
ling, but still Speaker BOEHNER and 
Senator MCCONNELL, the Republican 
majority leader, refuse to pass a clean 
appropriations bill to the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

Luckily some Republicans are step-
ping up and saying this is wrong. I 
commend the following Senators on 
the Republican side who have publicly 
stated that Congress should pass a 
clean Homeland Security bill and stop 
this tactic that came from the House of 
Representatives. Those Senators in-
clude: Senator DEAN HELLER of Nevada, 
Senator MARK KIRK of Illinois, Sen-
ators JEFF FLAKE and JOHN MCCAIN of 
Arizona, Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM of 
South Carolina, and Senator RON JOHN-
SON of Wisconsin. We need eight more 
Republican Senators to come forward 
and say we need a clean appropriations 
bill and we need to pass it now. If eight 
Republican Senators today will say 
that, then we can move forward and 
pass this bill. We can fund this Depart-
ment and stop this gamesmanship. 
Then, if the leaders want to move to a 
debate on immigration, so be it. But 
let’s have eight more Republicans step 
forward and join us to make this a re-
ality. 

I don’t understand, frankly, the 
thinking of many of the Republicans 
who oppose the President’s approach to 
immigration. Here is what it comes 
down to. If the President used every 
penny given to him by Congress to de-
port those who are undocumented in 
the United States, he could reach 
about 4 percent of those who are eligi-
ble for deportation—4 percent. What 

the President has said is: Let me focus 
then on deporting those who are most 
dangerous to the United States. 

President Obama has said there are 
people who have been here for years. 
They are part of our communities. 
They have good jobs. They have raised 
families. They go to our churches. We 
see them every day. They are no threat 
to us. Let’s focus on deporting those 
who are dangerous—the felons, the 
criminals. The President has basically 
said we shouldn’t set out to deport 
families, we ought to deport felons. We 
shouldn’t set out to deport children, we 
ought to deport criminals. So his pri-
ority is deportation of those most dan-
gerous to the United States, and the 
Republicans have opposed that. Why? 
Primarily because the President sup-
ports it. It has reached that point in 
the debate. It is so divisive. 

The President doesn’t want to waste 
any resources in deporting those who 
are not dangerous. He wants to get 
those who are dangerous out of the 
United States first, and Republicans 
object to that. 

There is something else they want to 
do too. The House of Representatives 
wants to challenge the President’s 
right to Executive orders when it 
comes to prioritizing those who can 
stay in the United States. 

Several years ago at the request of 20 
or more Senators, the President initi-
ated an Executive action known as 
DACA. This Executive action said that 
if someone qualified as a DREAMer, 
they would be allowed to stay without 
threat of deportation. We estimate 
that 2 million young people in America 
would qualify as DREAMers, and 
600,000 have this protection now. What 
the Republicans want to do in the 
House of Representatives is to elimi-
nate this. 

Who are these young people? They 
are young folks in America brought to 
this country as toddlers and infants, 
young boys and girls who grew up in 
this country, went to school in this 
country, have no problems in their 
criminal record and want to be part of 
America. That is it. 

What the Republicans have said in 
the House is we want to deport these 
people—deport them because they are 
here undocumented, despite the fact 
that we have educated them and many 
of them are successes in life and want 
to be part of our future. The Repub-
licans have said deport them. 

The senior Senator from Maine has 
authored a bill to address this subject, 
but as much as I respect her and count 
her as a friend, it falls short of pro-
tecting the DREAMers who are in this 
country under DACA. I have to say 
that as one learns the stories of those 
who are protected by the President’s 
Executive order, we wonder what are 
the Republicans thinking. 

I have tried to tell these stories in 
light of individuals, not statistics, and 
here is one I wish to tell everyone 
today. It is about a young man who 
came to America when he was 9 years 

old from Thailand. His name is Jirayut 
New. He was brought here at the age of 
9 from Thailand by his parents. 

He grew up in San Francisco and he 
said: 

I forced myself to read mystery novels, dic-
tionary in hand, in order to expand my vo-
cabulary, one word at a time. I mis-
pronounced words, even in the face of ridi-
cule, until I mastered the English language. 

It is amazing. These stories have hap-
pened many times in the past, but it is 
incredible to think of a 9-year-old fac-
ing that ridicule but learning the 
English language in San Francisco. 

This young man became an excellent 
student and his dream was to be a doc-
tor. Throughout high school New 
worked 30 hours a week in his family’s 
Thai restaurant. Here is what he said 
about that experience: 

I spent most of my time in the restaurant 
working as a waiter, cashier and chef, scrub-
bing toilets, washing dishes, and mopping 
floors. It taught me to have faith, work hard, 
and persevere. 

His work paid off. He graduated salu-
tatorian of his high school class with a 
4.3 grade point average. He was admit-
ted to the University of California at 
Berkeley, one of the top schools in 
California and the Nation. He won a 
scholarship that would have covered 
most of his tuition, but he couldn’t ac-
cept it because he was undocumented. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent for 2 additional 
minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Despite this setback, 
New persevered. In May of 2012 he grad-
uated with honors from Berkeley with 
a 3.7 grade point average and a major 
in molecular and cellular biology. One 
month after he graduated, President 
Obama issued his Executive order, 
DACA, and now New was protected 
from deportation. As a result he was 
able to pursue his dream to become a 
doctor. 

Last fall New went to medical school 
at the University of California in San 
Francisco. Now what does he do in his 
spare time as a medical student? He 
volunteers at a homeless clinic run by 
students at the University of California 
in San Francisco. He has cofounded 
Pre-Health Dreamers, a national net-
work of more than 400 DREAMers who 
are pursuing careers in health care. 

New and other similar DREAMers 
have so much to contribute to Amer-
ica. But if the Republicans have their 
way, this man is going to be deported. 
Instead of being able to stay in the 
United States as a doctor, to realize his 
life’s dream and make this a better and 
stronger nation, he will be deported. 
Will America be better or worse if this 
young man leaves? I think the answer 
is obvious. 

So why do the Republicans persist? 
Why are they determined to take this 
amazing young man and deport him? 
They have forgotten our legacy in 
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America. We are a nation of immi-
grants, and our immigrants have come 
to this country from all over the world 
because they appreciate the values and 
opportunity of America. I am lucky. 
My mother was an immigrant to this 
country, and I stand on the Senate 
floor representing the great State of Il-
linois. It is my story, my family’s 
story, and it is America’s story. 

The time is clearly upon us to fund 
the appropriations of the Department 
of Homeland Security but not at the 
expense of this amazing young man. 
Let us fund this Department to keep 
America safe but also let us dedicate 
ourselves to passing legislation which 
fixes our broken immigration system 
and helps this young man and others 
like him to be a part of America’s fu-
ture. 

I yield the floor. 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that I may speak 
for 15 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, before 
the Senator from Illinois leaves the 
floor, I just want to thank him for his 
amazing leadership on this whole issue 
of immigration. 

The Senator and I share a similar 
background because my mother also 
was an immigrant, and the thought of 
our moms being ripped out of our lives 
is just untenable. We are not going to 
let it happen. 

I wish to thank him so much because 
he has been, I would say, the grand-
father of the whole DREAMer move-
ment. So thank you, Senator. 

We all know Republicans won in huge 
numbers in the 2014 election and they 
took over the Senate and they run it. 
They run it—or at least they are trying 
to run it. 

Let’s be clear. Less than 8 weeks 
after they took over the Senate we are 
facing a shutdown, a shutdown of the 
very agency that protects the health, 
the safety, the lives of the American 
people—the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

We are 4 days away, and even if they 
come up with a continuing resolution, 
a small little patch, they are shutting 
down the programs that fund our fire-
fighters and our first responders back 
home. So any way we look at it, this is 
a national disgrace. 

Think about what our friends abroad 
and those who are not our friends are 
thinking about this. Republicans say 
we are in danger. We have to go to war, 
put combat troops on the ground. But 
they are willing to shut down the De-
partment that protects Americans in 
the homeland from a terrorist attack. 

This is a self-inflicted crisis made up 
by the Republicans. It is dangerous. It 
is the height of irresponsibility and it 
is unnecessary. 

Let me tell you, how does it make 
sense in the very same week that ter-
rorists are threatening our shopping 
malls that we would shut down the 
very agency charged with protecting 
those malls? 

How does it make sense at a time 
when we are facing serious threats to 
our national security to furlough 30,000 
Department of Homeland Security 
workers and to force more than 100,000 
frontline Homeland Security personnel 
to work without pay? Why don’t these 
Senators go without their pay? Give up 
your pay. Do you want to come to work 
every day and stand there and look for 
threats to our homeland and worry 
about how you are going to pay the 
bills for your kids? Go without pay be-
fore you do this. You tell me how that 
makes sense not to pay people who are 
in charge of our security. It is a dis-
grace. 

Give up your pay—give up your pay, 
give up your health care, give up your 
benefits, if this is so important to you. 

Oh, no. They will collect their pay. 
Tell me, how does it make sense to 
shut off the grants that protect our cit-
ies, our ports from terrorist attacks, 
and how does it make sense to stop 
local communities from being able to 
hire police officers and firefighters? 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity is very large. When it was created 
I was troubled by that because it in-
cludes so many important things in 
one department, including FEMA. So 
when we have a natural disaster such 
as an earthquake, fire or flood, that is 
the Department that deals with it. How 
does it make sense to disrupt disaster 
recovery operations such as the efforts 
in California to recover from our dev-
astating Napa Earthquake and the Rim 
Fire in Yosemite? 

So not only are they disrupting 
Homeland Security and the protections 
of our perhaps most-targeted places in 
America, but they are disrupting re-
covery from natural disasters, and God 
forbid if we have another one. And the 
reason they are throwing a hissy fit is 
because the President stepped in and 
has a policy to take care of immigra-
tion. Why did the President step in? 
Because Republicans refused to take up 
a bipartisan bill, pass it, and take care 
of the immigration problem the way 
they are supposed to. They are para-
lyzed on that point. They cannot do it. 

We had a bill that garnered 68 votes 
in the last Congress. All they have to 
do is bring it up, pass it here, and then 
pass it in the House. It will pass with 
overwhelming majorities. The Presi-
dent will sign it, and that would make 
his Executive order unnecessary. The 
only reason he issued an Executive 
order is that we are facing a crisis in 
this country. There are 11 million un-
documented folks. Some of those un-
documented folks are DREAMers. To 
me, that is the most important cat-
egory. They are young people who were 
brought here when they were children. 
They know no other home. All they 
want to do is stay here and give back 
to America. Republicans want to de-
port them and their parents. They 
want to deport the parents of American 
citizens. I thank God these people were 
not in charge of Congress when I was 
growing up or else they might have de-

ported my mother. It took her awhile 
to get through her naturalization. 
What if they passed something such as 
what the Republicans are proposing? 

I thought they were the party of fam-
ily values. Show me where that is 
true—ripping families apart. I thought 
they were the party of economic pros-
perity. Show me how that is true when 
we know from study after study that 
one of the greatest things we can do for 
our economy and job creation is to get 
people out of the shadows so they can 
go and buy a home and hold a good job. 
They can’t or won’t pass an immigra-
tion bill. They will not do their job. 

So when the President steps in and 
does his job, they say: Oh, this is ter-
rible. Let’s shut down a totally unre-
lated department, the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Again I say, let’s look at fiscal re-
sponsibility. According to the Center 
for American Progress, it would cost 
more than $50 billion to deport the en-
tire population that the President is 
protecting. And here is the deal: I 
never heard a Republican—and I will 
stand corrected if any Republican cor-
rects me—complain when President Ei-
senhower used his Executive power to 
help immigrants or when President 
Nixon did the same thing to protect 
immigrants or when President Ronald 
Reagan, their hero, protected immi-
grants or when George Bush, Sr., pro-
tected immigrants or when George W. 
Bush protected immigrants. They all 
used their authority. Show me one Re-
publican who stood up and said: This is 
outrageous. Let’s impeach the Presi-
dent. But they are annoyed because it 
is President Obama, and he won twice. 
Sorry. Wake up and smell the roses. He 
is the President, and he is doing the 
right thing for America because he 
loves America and he understands that 
these people, who the Republicans 
want to deport, are going to help 
America move on to an era of greatness 
and keep us going. 

Let’s look at some of the young peo-
ple Republicans want to deport. Alexis 
Bux is a 21-year-old student from cen-
tral California. He is the oldest of three 
siblings. His younger two siblings were 
born in the United States, but he was 
not. So these great family-value Re-
publicans want to rip away the oldest 
child from this family. His parents 
were farm workers in the fields of San 
Joaquin Valley. Alexis received immi-
gration relief under DACA in 2012, and 
he will transfer to UC San Diego this 
fall where he will pursue his dream of 
a career in biomedical engineering. 

Tell me, Republicans, how our coun-
try is better off when you deport a 
young man such as him. He hopes to 
use his education to develop a sophisti-
cated medical application and tools 
that will help cure deadly diseases. All 
he wants to do is contribute to the Na-
tion he loves. 

If the Republicans had their way, 
they would deport people such as Ana 
Albarrán, who left Mexico at age 8. She 
came to this country with her younger 
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brother and sister to join her parents. 
Her parents worked 11 hours a day as 
trimmers for a landscaping company in 
downtown Los Angeles. 

After Ana received immigration re-
lief, she felt confident enough to begin 
applying for jobs, and now she is fin-
ishing her final year at UC Merced so 
she can begin her career as a bilingual 
first grade teacher. 

Tell me, Republicans, how does it 
make sense to deport people such as 
Ana and split her up from her parents 
when all they want to do is contribute 
to the country they love? How does it 
make sense just because you are too in-
competent to hold a vote on your im-
migration plan? If you want to kick 
people out of the country, put it to a 
vote. Let’s go. If you want to deport 11 
million people, then put it to a vote. 
Don’t hide behind the Homeland Secu-
rity bill and hold the President’s work 
hostage. You never did it to the other 
Presidents. Don’t do it to this Presi-
dent. How does it make sense to deport 
these moms, these dads, and these 
young kids? 

I mentioned before that I am the 
daughter of an immigrant mother. I 
tried to think of what my life would 
have been like without my mother. She 
gave me my conscience. She gave me 
my values. She gave me all the love 
and support I needed to pursue my 
dreams. I am the daughter of an immi-
grant mother who never graduated 
from high school. I am a Senator in the 
U.S. Senate. But they would have de-
ported my mother. I would not be here 
today if it were not for my mom. So 
tell me how it makes sense to deport 
moms and dads and rip apart the lives 
of children. 

Our national security is at stake, our 
family values are at stake, and our 
economy is at stake here. So get over 
the fact that you don’t like the Presi-
dent. We get it. You couldn’t beat him. 
It is too bad for you. You are in charge 
here in the Senate. Do your job. Bring 
an immigration bill to the floor. Let’s 
let this Homeland Security bill go. It is 
a bipartisan bill. It is funding for the 
most important issue we are dealing 
with today. Let’s get to it. Don’t hold 
it hostage because of your hatred of 
this President—and I use that word be-
cause that is what I think. That is 
what I think. 

In California alone, the President’s 
Executive actions could boost Califor-
nia’s economy by as much as $27.5 bil-
lion. The President’s action will aid 
our economy. It will raise the Nation’s 
gross domestic product by up to $90 bil-
lion over the next 10 years by expand-
ing the labor force and allowing immi-
grant workers the flexibility to seek 
new jobs. 

Why is that the case? Why does every 
independent study show us this is the 
case? The reason is simple. When work-
ers come out of the shadows, their 
wages rise, they open bank accounts, 
buy homes, start businesses, and spend 
money in their communities. 

So I say this to my Republican 
friends. There is a Presidential race 

coming up. Forget the last one. Get 
over it. Let’s work together. 

Listen, I served with five Presidents. 
I am a strong Democrat. Everyone will 
tell you that. But I have respect for the 
office of the Presidency. If I didn’t 
agree with Ronald Reagan, I came 
down here and said it. We had respect 
back and forth. If we lost, we lost, and 
we moved on. That went both ways. 

I know how it feels not to like the 
policies of a President. I get it. But 
don’t overdo it and make it so per-
sonal. Get on with it. Grow up. Do your 
job. Have respect for the Office of the 
President. Don’t suddenly say Execu-
tive orders are bad when the President 
you don’t like does it, but you don’t 
say one word when a Republican Presi-
dent does the same thing. It doesn’t 
pass the smell test. 

Three things could not be more im-
portant in this battle. We need to fund 
our Department of Homeland Secu-
rity—especially when we are facing se-
rious threats to our security. We need 
to uphold our family values and not 
split up loving families, and we need to 
protect and grow our economy. 

We can do this in the simplest way. 
First, I say to House Speaker BOEH-
NER—because under the Constitution 
all funding bills start in the House: 
Send us a clean bill. Send us the bill 
that everybody supported before you 
took it hostage on this immigration 
issue. Send it over clean. Let’s fund ev-
erything in that bill to protect our 
shopping malls, to give grants to our 
first responders, and to give grants to 
our local fire departments. Send it 
over. We will pass it, and immediately 
following that, we will bring up an im-
migration bill. 

We have it all ready for you. It 
passed with 68 votes. There is not much 
work to do. If you do that, the Presi-
dent’s Executive order will not be nec-
essary because we will have taken the 
steps ourselves to fix our broken immi-
gration system. 

Let’s stop the lawsuits. We have one 
judge who said there was overreach, 
but the next judge may say there is no 
overreach. Let’s keep this out of the 
courts. Let’s do our job. Let’s stop the 
self-inflicted crisis. Let’s stop the 
shadow that is hanging over the Na-
tion. Let’s do the right thing here. 

We can protect the American people 
from threats to our national security. 
We can protect and grow our economy, 
and we can treat hard-working immi-
grants and their families with the dig-
nity and respect they deserve. It all 
lies in the hands of Speaker BOEHNER 
and Leader MCCONNELL. 

When you took over the Senate, you 
said: no more threats of shutdowns. 
Eight weeks later—not even 8 weeks— 
we are facing a shutdown of one of the 
most important departments. This is a 
disgrace, and it is self-inflicted. All 
you have to do is talk to Speaker 
BOEHNER. Send over a clean bill so we 
can vote on it. Then we will take up 
immigration, and you can show us all 
your great ideas on immigration. 

Let’s hear it. Do you want to deport 
the DREAMers? Come on with it, and 
we will have a vote. You want to de-
port the parents? Come on with it, and 
we will have a vote. You want to kick 
11 million people out of this country? 
Come on with it, and we will have a 
vote and debate on it. But don’t hold 
the Department of Homeland Security 
hostage because of this issue. 

If there is one thing the American 
people hate more than anything else, it 
is attaching unrelated matters to 
spending bills. I don’t care if they are 
conservative Republicans or liberal 
Democrats or Independent voters. They 
think it is the dumbest idea. They real-
ly do. They don’t understand it. 

Pass your funding bills. Then battle 
your ideological issues separately and 
apart from that. Don’t hold these de-
partments hostage to your decision 
that President Obama did the wrong 
thing. If you don’t like what he did, 
put forward your own bill. You have 
not even done that. 

I have been here a long time. I will 
tell you something. I have never seen 
anything like this. It is a self-inflicted 
wound. Who gets hurt? Not the Repub-
licans—they will keep getting their 
pay. They are fine. The people who will 
be hurt are those whom we trust and 
count on and the families that thought 
they could stay together. They are on 
the verge of that. That is what this 
party—the Grand Old Party, the GOP— 
have brought to us, but they can get 
out of it in 5 minutes. 

Speaker BOEHNER can pass a funding 
bill that will pass in a heartbeat. Send 
it over here, and we will pass it, turn to 
immigration, and then we can have it 
out on that subject. I think it is wor-
thy of a debate. But don’t hold an im-
portant funding bill hostage to that de-
bate. It is ridiculous, unnecessary, de-
structive, and cruel. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
FLAKE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

HARRIET TUBMAN AND THE HAR-
RIET TUBMAN UNDERGROUND 
RAILROAD NATIONAL HISTOR-
ICAL PARK 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise to 

celebrate the life of Harriet Tubman 
and the establishment of the Harriet 
Tubman Underground Railroad Na-
tional Historical Park. Harriet Tub-
man was an American hero who cham-
pioned freedom and was most famously 
known as a leader of the Underground 
Railroad whose roots were on the East-
ern Shore of Maryland. 

Harriet Tubman was an iconic figure 
in our Nation’s history for whom lib-
erty and freedom were not just ideas 
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