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Fed’s oversight efforts with respect to
one large banking institution that
eventually suffered billions of dollars
in trading losses as a ‘‘missed oppor-
tunity.” Additionally, a report aired in
September of last year on the public
radio program ‘‘This American Life”
cast doubt on whether changes the New
York Fed made after the financial col-
lapse to address regulatory capture
were sufficient to ensure it would be a
more proactive banking regulator and
could prevent a future financial dis-
aster.

All of this is unsettling, and it is past
time that we add meaningful layers of
accountability so that we can be better
assured of the New York Fed’s ability
to address potential financial pitfalls
in advance.

By subjecting the president of the
New York Fed to the confirmation
process, an important check and bal-
ance will be added. The Senate will
have an opportunity to evaluate
whether a nominee has the experience,
character, judgment, and skills to
serve effectively as one of the most
powerful banking regulators in the
country, if not the world. Also, this
legislation requires the New York Fed
president to testify before the Senate
Banking Committee and the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee at least
once a year, so that Congress no longer
has to negotiate about whether the
New York Fed president will appear be-
fore Congress for oversight hearings.
Simply put, this legislation is about
holding the New York Fed accountable.
The New York Fed is just too powerful
to be left unchecked.

I thank Americans for Financial Re-
form, Public Citizen, the AFL-CIO, and
the Independent Community Bankers
of America for their support, and I urge
all my colleagues to join me in moving
this legislation forward.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 83—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF THE SECONDARY
SCHOOL  STUDENT ATHLETES’
BILL OF RIGHTS

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.:

S. REs. 83

Whereas over 7,700,000 student athletes par-
ticipated in secondary school athletics dur-
ing the 2012 to 2013 academic year;

Whereas it is estimated that in 2012, sec-
ondary school student athletes participating
in 9 of the most popular high school sports,
including football, boys’ and girls’ soccer,
girls’ volleyball, boys’ and girls’ basketball,
wrestling, baseball, and softball, suffered
over 1,300,000 instances of injury;

Whereas every 3 minutes, a child is treated
in an emergency department for a sports-re-
lated concussion, accounting for more than 8
percent of all sports-related emergency
cases;
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Whereas the number of sports-related con-
cussion injuries has doubled in the last 15
years among student athletes aged 8 to 19,
despite an overall decrease in the number of
students participating in sports;

Whereas sudden cardiac arrest (‘“SCA”) is
the leading cause of death for youth partici-
pating in sports or exercising, with upwards
of 80 percent of those suffering from SCA
being asymptomatic prior to cardiac arrest;

Whereas instances of heat-related illness
have more than doubled since 1997 and affect
high school football players at an average
rate that is 10 times higher than that of par-
ticipants in other sports;

Whereas approximately 1,500 children aged
12 to 17 were treated in an emergency depart-
ment for energy drink-related emergencies
in 2011;

Whereas secondary school student athletes
with access to certified athletic health care
professionals have lower overall injury rates,
lower recurrent injury rates, and lower con-
cussion rates than student athletes without
access to certified athletic health care pro-
fessionals;

Whereas in light of the increase in ath-
letic-related injuries to student athletes,
schools are encouraged to develop and adopt
best practices and standards to prevent and
address student athlete injury;

Whereas the Secondary School Student
Athletes’ Bill of Rights sets forth that sec-
ondary school student athletes have the
right—

(1) to be coached by individuals who are
well-trained in sport-specific safety and to
be monitored by athletic health care team
members;

(2) to quality, regular pre-participation ex-
aminations and each athlete has the right to
participate under a comprehensive concus-
sion management plan;

(3) to participate in sporting activities on
safe, clean playing surfaces, in both indoor
and outdoor facilities;

(4) to utilize equipment and uniforms that
are safe, fitted appropriately, and routinely
maintained;

(b) to appropriate personnel trained in
proper removal of equipment in case of in-
jury;

(6) to participate safely in all environ-
mental conditions where play follows ap-
proved guidelines and medical policies and
procedures, with a hydration plan in place;

(7) to a safe playing environment with
venue-specific emergency action plans that
are coordinated by the athletic health care
team and regularly rehearsed with local
emergency personnel;

(8) to privacy of health information and
proper referral for medical, psychosocial,
and nutritional counseling;

(9) to participate in a culture that finds
‘“‘playing through pain’ unacceptable unless
there has been a medical assessment;

(10) to immediate, on-site injury assess-
ments with decisions made by qualified
sports medicine professionals; and

(11) along with their parents, to the latest
information about the benefits and potential
risks of participation in competitive sports,
including access to statistics on fatalities
and catastrophic injuries to youth athletes;
and

Whereas the Secondary School Student
Athletes’ Bill of Rights, which sets forth
goals and ideals to improve the health, well-
being, and athletic experience of secondary
school students, can serve as a valuable re-
source to reduce injury, promote athlete
safety, and encourage well-being: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the principles and
values set forth in the Secondary School
Student Athletes’ Bill of Rights;
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(2) recognizes the importance of proper
safety measures, timely medical assess-
ments, and appropriate environmental condi-
tions in ensuring the health and well-being
of secondary school student athletes;

(3) recognizes the role that teachers, par-
ents, coaches, and athletic health care team
members play in ensuring the safety and
well-being of secondary school student ath-
letes;

(4) expresses support for secondary schools
that have successfully implemented pro-
grams, policies, and practices to emphasize
and encourage student athlete safety and
well-being; and

(5) encourages secondary schools to con-
tinue to take all available and reasonable ef-
forts to ensure student athlete safety.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 84—CELE-
BRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr.
DURBIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. PORTMAN,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
WICKER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. BURR, and
Mr. CARDIN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 84

Whereas in 1776, people imagined the
United States as a new country dedicated to
the proposition stated in the Declaration of
Independence that ‘all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness .. .”;

Whereas the first Africans were brought in-
voluntarily to the shores of America as early
as the 17th century;

Whereas African Americans suffered en-
slavement and subsequently faced the injus-
tices of lynch mobs, segregation, and denial
of the basic and fundamental rights of citi-
zenship;

Whereas in 2015, the vestiges of these injus-
tices and inequalities remain evident in the
society of the United States;

Whereas in the face of injustices, people of
the United States of good will and of all
races have distinguished themselves with a
commitment to the noble ideals on which
the United States was founded and have cou-
rageously fought for the rights and freedom
of African Americans;

Whereas African Americans, such as Lieu-
tenant Colonel Allen Allensworth, Constance
Baker Motley, James Baldwin, James
Beckwourth, Simeon Booker, Clara Brown,
Ralph Bunche, Shirley Chisholm, Frederick
Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois, Ralph Ellison,
Medgar Evers, Alex Haley, Dorothy Height,
Lena Horne, Charles Hamilton Houston,
Mahalia Jackson, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
the Tuskegee Airmen, Thurgood Marshall,
Rosa Parks, Bill Pickett, Jackie Robinson,
Aaron Shirley, Sojourner Truth, Harriet
Tubman, Homer Plessy, the Greensboro
Four, Maya Angelou, and Arthur Ashe Jr.,
along with many others, worked against rac-
ism to achieve success and to make signifi-
cant contributions to the economic, edu-
cational, political, artistic, athletic, 1lit-
erary, scientific, and technological advance-
ments of the United States, including the
westward expansion;

Whereas the contributions of African
Americans from all walks of life throughout
the history of the United States reflect the
greatness of the United States;
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Whereas many African Americans lived,
toiled, and died in obscurity, never achieving
the recognition they deserved, and yet paved
the way for future generations to succeed;

Whereas African Americans continue to
serve the United States at the highest levels
of government and military;

Whereas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass inspired the creation
of Negro History Week, the precursor to
Black History Month;

Whereas Negro History Week represented
the culmination of the efforts of Dr. Carter
G. Woodson, the ‘“‘Father of Black History”’,
to enhance knowledge of Black history
through the Journal of Negro History, pub-
lished by the Association for the Study of
African American Life and History, which
was founded by Dr. Carter G. Woodson and
Jesse E. Moorland;

Whereas Black History Month, celebrated
during the month of February, dates back to
1926 when Dr. Carter G. Woodson set aside a
special period in February to recognize the
heritage and achievement of Black people of
the United States;

Whereas Dr. Carter G. Woodson stated:
“We have a wonderful history behind us. . . .
If you are unable to demonstrate to the
world that you have this record, the world
will say to you, ‘You are not worthy to enjoy
the blessings of democracy or anything
else.””’;

Whereas since the founding of the United
States, the country imperfectly progressed
towards noble goals; and

Whereas the history of the United States is
the story of people regularly affirming high
ideals, striving to reach such ideals but often
failing, and then struggling to come to terms
with the disappointment of such failure, be-
fore committing to trying again: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) acknowledges that all people of the
United States are the recipients of the
wealth of history provided by Black culture;

(2) recognizes the importance of Black His-
tory Month as an opportunity to reflect on
the complex history of the United States,
while remaining hopeful and confident about
the path ahead;

(3) acknowledges the significance of Black
History Month as an important opportunity
to recognize the tremendous contributions of
African Americans to the history of the
United States;

(4) encourages the celebration of Black
History Month to provide a continuing op-
portunity for all people in the United States
to learn from the past and understand the
experiences that have shaped the United
States; and

(5) agrees that, while the United States
began as a divided nation, the United States
must—

(A) honor the contribution of all pioneers
in the United States who have helped to en-
sure the legacy of the great United States;
and

(B) move forward with purpose, united tire-
lessly as ‘‘one Nation . . . indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.”.

——————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 534

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 534) to prohibit funds from being
used to carry out certain Executive actions
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related to immigration and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
now ask for a second reading and, in
order to place the bill on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 535

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (8. 535) to promote energy efficiency.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
now ask for a second reading and, in
order to place the bill on the calendar
under rule XIV, I object to my own re-
quest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 24, 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 24; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following leader
remarks, the Senate be in a period of
morning business until 12:30 p.m., with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each, and that the
first hour be equally divided, with the
Democrats controlling the first half
and the Republicans controlling the
final half. I further ask that the Senate
recess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. to
allow for the weekly conference meet-
ings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent that it
stand adjourned under the previous
order, following the remarks of Sen-
ators MERKLEY and COONS for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY FUNDING

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I have
come to the floor this evening to speak
about the impending shutdown this
week of the Federal Department of
Homeland Security. At a time when
the folks I hear from in Delaware, and
I suspect what all of the Members in
this Chamber are hearing, as we return
from a week spent in our home States,
are concerns about our national secu-
rity.

Whether it is the heinous acts of ISIS
abroad, or the real threats of the
weather and recent weather-related
events here at home, a central concern
all of us should share in the Senate
here tonight is about keeping our coun-
try and our constituents safe. Yet shut-
ting down the whole Department of
Homeland Security later this week
would show a reckless disregard for our
national security by the Republican
leader and some of the hard-line con-
servatives who are, sadly, setting this
agenda.

In my view, we do not need to be
here. The Democrats and Republicans
working together on the Appropria-
tions Committee negotiated a strong
bipartisan Homeland Security funding
bill months ago. It is a bill that if it
got a vote before the full Senate would
absolutely pass. It makes wide, needed,
broad investments in strengthening all
sorts of different organs of our govern-
ment at the Federal, State, and local
level that strengthen our homeland se-
curity.

Instead, the other party has insisted
on attaching political provisions to the
bill that would overturn the Presi-
dent’s Executive action on immigra-
tion. I know I do not need to remind
the Presiding Officer or any of our col-
leagues that we have already debated
and passed comprehensive immigration
reform in this Chamber which, if taken
up by the House, would have made the
President’s action completely unneces-
sary.

I think we all agree that congres-
sional action is the preferred path to-
ward fixing our broken immigration
system. If that is what my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle are really
concerned about, then I am eager to
discuss how we can fix our badly bro-
ken immigration system in a bipar-
tisan manner by the preferred path of
congressional action rather than Exec-
utive action.

But I think we should separate that
debate over immigration and what is
the right path toward a resolution of
our broken system from a discussion
about responsibly and sustainably
funding our Department of Homeland
Security. If we fail to fund Homeland
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