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SENATE RESOLUTION 80—RECOG-

NIZING THE CULTURAL AND HIS-
TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF 
LUNAR NEW YEAR 
Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. CORNYN, 

Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KIRK, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
REID, and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 80 
Whereas Lunar New Year begins on the 

second new moon following the winter sol-
stice, or the first day of the new year accord-
ing to the lunisolar calendar, and extends 
until the full moon 15 days later; 

Whereas February 19, 2015, marks the first 
day of Lunar New Year for calendar year 
2015; 

Whereas the 15th day of the new year, ac-
cording to the lunisolar calendar, is called 
the Lantern Festival; 

Whereas Lunar New Year is often referred 
to as ‘‘Spring Festival’’ in various Asian 
countries; 

Whereas many religious and ethnic com-
munities use lunar-based calendars; 

Whereas Lunar New Year began in China 
more than 4,000 years ago and is widely cele-
brated in East and Southeast Asia; 

Whereas the Asian diaspora has expanded 
the Lunar New Year celebration into an an-
nual worldwide event; 

Whereas Lunar New Year is celebrated by 
millions of Asian Americans, and by many 
non-Asian Americans, in the United States; 

Whereas Lunar New Year is celebrated 
with community activities and cultural per-
formances; 

Whereas participants celebrating Lunar 
New Year travel to spend the holiday reunit-
ing with family and friends; and 

Whereas Lunar New Year is traditionally a 
time to wish upon others good fortune, 
health, prosperity, and happiness: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the cultural and historical 

significance of Lunar New Year; 
(2) in observance of Lunar New Year, ex-

presses its deepest respect for Asian Ameri-
cans and all individuals throughout the 
world who celebrate this significant occa-
sion; and 

(3) wishes Asian Americans and all individ-
uals who observe this holiday a happy and 
prosperous new year. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 81—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT CHILDREN TRAF-
FICKED FOR SEX IN THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD NOT BE TREAT-
ED OR REGARDED AS CHILD 
PROSTITUTES BECAUSE THERE 
IS NO SUCH THING AS A ‘‘CHILD 
PROSTITUTE’’, ONLY CHILDREN 
WHO ARE VICTIMS OR SUR-
VIVORS OF RAPE AND SEX 
TRAFFICKING 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr. 

RUBIO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 81 
Whereas the Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion estimates that hundreds of thousands of 
children in the United States are at risk of 
being commercially exploited through sex 
trafficking; 

Whereas children as young as 11 years old 
may be subjected to the commercial sex 
market as victims of sex trafficking; 

Whereas many child victims of sex traf-
ficking have experienced previous physical 
or sexual abuse, vulnerabilities that traf-
fickers exploit to manipulate the victims 
into a life of sexual slavery through sex traf-
ficking; 

Whereas many child victims of sex traf-
ficking are hidden in plain view, standing at 
bus stops, in runaway and homeless youth 
shelters, and advertised online; and 

Whereas many child victims of sex traf-
ficking who have not yet attained the age of 
consent are arrested and detained for juve-
nile prostitution or status offenses directly 
related to their exploitation: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) encourages the Departments of Justice, 

Health and Human Services, and Labor, and 
all other relevant Federal entities, to treat 
children trafficked for sex as victims or sur-
vivors of rape and sex trafficking; 

(2) supports efforts to arrest and prosecute 
sex traffickers and buyers of children traf-
ficked for sex, in accordance with applicable 
State and Federal sex trafficking statutes, 
and State child protection laws against 
abuse and statutory rape, in order to take all 
necessary measures to protect the most vul-
nerable children in the United States; 

(3) supports survivors of child sex traf-
ficking, including efforts to raise awareness 
of this tragedy and of the comprehensive 
services necessary to heal from the trauma 
of sexual violence and exploitation; 

(4) urges lawmakers, law enforcement, the 
media, and the public to reframe the traf-
ficking of children for sex as an act of vio-
lence against children and not as mere vice, 
prostitution, or sex work, because there is no 
such thing as a ‘‘child prostitute’’, only chil-
dren who are victims or survivors of rape and 
sex trafficking; and 

(5) supports an end to the demand for chil-
dren in the commercial sex market, by sup-
porting efforts to ensure that children in the 
United States are not for sale and that any 
person who is trafficking or purchasing a 
child for sex shall be punished under the full 
force of the law. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 82—COM-
MENDING KATHLEEN ALVAREZ 
TRITAK ON HER SERVICE TO 
THE UNITED STATES SENATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself, Mr. 
REID, Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COATS, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. 
ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Mr. FLAKE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MCCAIN, 
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MORAN, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. 

REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. 
VITTER, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 82 

Whereas Kathie Alvarez Tritak, a native of 
Louisiana, began her career as a 7th grade 
history teacher before coming to work in the 
Office of Secretary of the Senate in 1984; 

Whereas Kathie Alvarez Tritak, has served 
the Senate with distinction as a staff mem-
ber in the Senate Document Room, as an as-
sistant Bill Clerk, as Bill Clerk, as an assist-
ant Legislative Clerk and as Legislative 
Clerk; 

Whereas Kathie Alvarez Tritak set many 
milestones in Senate history, including be-
coming the first female Bill Clerk, the first 
female Legislative Clerk and, in 1991, the 
first female to take a roll call vote in the 
Senate; 

Whereas Kathie Alvarez Tritak has, since 
2008, served as the Senate’s Legislative Clerk 
and Director of Legislative Services, super-
vising 36 employees and has at all times dis-
charged her duties faithfully; 

Whereas Kathie Alvarez Tritak’s distinc-
tive southern accent is known to all in the 
Senate the press gallery and the C–SPAN au-
dience; 

Whereas Kathie Alvarez Tritak has earned 
the respect and affection of the Senators, 
their staffs and her colleagues for her dedica-
tion to the institution of the Senate; and 

Whereas Kathie Alvarez Tritak now retires 
from the Senate after 30 years to spend more 
time with her husband, John, and their 
daughter, Georgia: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate expresses its ap-
preciation to Kathie Alvarez Tritak and 
commends her for her lengthy, faithful and 
outstanding service to the Senate. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
shall transmit a copy of this resolution to 
Kathleen Alvarez Tritak. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 251. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. CARDIN) 
proposed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 52, calling for the release of Ukrainian 
fighter pilot Nadiya Savchenko, who was 
captured by Russian forces in Eastern 
Ukraine and has been held illegally in a Rus-
sian prison since July 2014. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 251. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
CARDIN) proposed an amendment to the 
resolution S. Res. 52, calling for the re-
lease of Ukrainian fighter pilot Nadiya 
Savchenko, who was captured by Rus-
sian forces in Eastern Ukraine and has 
been held illegally in a Russian prison 
since July 2014; as follows: 

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: ‘‘That the Senate— 

(1) condemns the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation for its illegal imprisonment 
of Nadiya Savchenko; 

(2) calls on the Government of the Russian 
Federation to immediately release Nadiya 
Savchenko; 
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(3) calls on the United States, its European 

allies, and the international community to 
aggressively support diplomatic efforts to re-
lease Nadiya Savchenko; and 

(4) expresses solidarity with the Ukrainian 
people. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 12, 2015, at 9:30 
a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 12, 2015, at 2:30 
p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
February 12, 2015, at 10 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘Regulatory Relief 
for Community Banks and Credit 
Unions.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on February 
12, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD–366 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 12, 2015, at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on February 12, 2015, at 
9:45 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 12, 2015, at 2:30 
p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Mark Baba, a 
detailee on the Finance Committee, be 
allowed on the Senate floor for the re-
mainder of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Maj. Warren 
Bruce, a Marine fellow in my office, be 
granted the privilege of the floor for 
the remainder of the legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY 
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 18, S. Res. 73. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 73) authorizing ex-
penditures by committees of the Senate for 
the periods March 1, 2015 through September 
30, 2015, October 1, 2015 through September 
30, 2016, and October 1, 2016 through February 
28, 2017. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to and the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 73) was agreed 
to. 

(The resolution is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.’’) 

f 

CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF 
UKRAINIAN FIGHTER PILOT 
NADIYA SAVCHENKO 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the For-
eign Relations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. Res. 52 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 52) calling for the re-
lease of Ukrainian fighter pilot Nadiya 
Savchenko, who was captured by Russian 
forces in Eastern Ukraine and has been held 
illegally in a Russian prison since July 2014. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise to 
discuss the plight of Ukrainian fighter 

pilot Nadiya Savchenko. My resolu-
tion, S. Res. 52., which Senators 
WICKER, BROWN, RUBIO, and GARDNER 
have co-sponsored, calls for the release 
of former Ukrainian fighter pilot 
Nadiya Savchenko, who has been lan-
guishing in Russian prisons since she 
was abducted by pro-Russian forces in 
eastern Ukraine last July and illegally 
transferred across the border in hand-
cuffs and with a bag over her head. 

In the 8 months Nadiya has been in-
carcerated on specious and unsubstan-
tiated charges, she has endured inter-
rogations, involuntary psychiatric 
evaluations, and solitary confinement 
in the same pretrial detention center 
where Sergei Magnitsky was tortured 
and killed in 2009. The resolution is es-
pecially timely as Nadiya is in the 62nd 
day of a hunger strike. Her health is 
rapidly deteriorating. Her situation is 
critical. And yet, on Tuesday, a Mos-
cow court extended her detention until 
May 13, ignoring clear evidence com-
piled by the defense proving her non-in-
volvement in the deeds the Russian au-
thorities claim as justification for 
holding her. 

Nadiya is yet another victim of the 
Putin regime’s lawlessness, brutality, 
and contempt for human life. And we 
need to recognize that this isn’t just 
about her; it’s a highly visible mani-
festation of Putin’s contempt for a 
Ukraine that wishes to remain free, 
independent, and democratic. She was 
elected in absentia to the Ukrainian 
parliament in October and a member of 
Ukraine’s delegation to the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
rope, PACE. As such, she enjoys diplo-
matic immunity and PACE has called 
for her immediate release. 

According to the September Minsk 
agreements between Russia and 
Ukraine, hostages on both sides were 
supposed to be released. Russia has 
made a mockery of the Minsk agree-
ments, just as it has the Helsinki Final 
Act and numerous other Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, OSCE, agreements. The illegal 
detention of Nadiya and other Ukrain-
ian citizens represents yet another vio-
lation of international agreements and 
the norms of civilized behavior. S. Res. 
52 sends a strong message of solidarity 
to the Ukrainian people and calls on 
the Putin regime to release Nadiya im-
mediately. I am pleased the Senate is 
poised to pass this important resolu-
tion. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Cardin 
amendment to the resolution be agreed 
to; the resolution, as amended, be 
agreed to; the preamble be agreed to; 
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 251) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as 
follows: 
(Purpose: To provide a complete substitute) 
Strike all after the resolving clause and in-

sert the following: ‘‘That the Senate— 
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